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There are over 8 billion human beings living on Earth. That’s 


a LOT of people! The world’s population is still growing, which 


leads to a big question … are there TOO many of us?  


Of course, all these humans 


are actually spread out all 


around the planet. On this 


map of the world, one dot 


stands for 1 million people. 


You can see which areas 


have the most people, such 


as India and China, and 


which have the fewest, such 


as northern Canada and the 


middle of Australia.


A billion is a 


thousand million, or 


1,000,000,000. 


So, what does 8 billion 


people look like? 


Here’s Camp Nou 


Stadium in Barcelona, 


Spain, full of sports 


fans. It holds around 


100,000 people. 


Now imagine 80,000 stadiums like 


this! That’s how many you’d need to 


hold everyone in the world. They’d 


take up a space the size of a big 


city like Boston, USA.


Each tiny dot represents 


1 million people


PEOPLE EVERYWHERE!


WHAT DOES 8 BILL ION MEAN?
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Now that there are so many humans, it’s hard to reverse the situation. 


However, population growth is gradually slowing down, and experts 


think the population will shrink in the future. But what will that be 


like? Will it cause diff erent problems? And what’s the perfect number 



of people for our planet? That’s what this book is about! 


WHAT CAN WE DO?
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TOWNS AND CITIES


ELECTRICITY AND 


INTERNET CABLES


FACTORIES AND 


POWER STATIONS


WE’VE 


BUILT ...


ROADS


FARMS


The human population has 


been rising since ancient 


times, but it has zoomed up 


especially fast over the last 
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(and how you can help lessen our impact)



































































































































































































