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Chapter One


A Unicorn Made of Stars


Emily Turner gazed around in wonder. “Your garden looks even more magical at twilight!” she said.


Her best friend, Aisha Khan, grinned and spread a tartan blanket on the grass.


The moon shone like a new coin, and in the middle of the lawn, the stone statue of a phoenix gleamed against the deep blue sky. It looked as though it might take off at any moment.


“That’s because of all this starlight!” said Aisha.


The girls lay next to each other on the blanket, staring upwards. The air was chilly, and they snuggled up to each other to stay warm. As their eyes got used to the dark, Emily and Aisha saw the stars glitter like silver pinpricks in a dark blue curtain.


“Wow …” breathed Emily.


“I’m so glad my parents let you stay over,” said Aisha happily.


“And not just for one night,” said Emily. “A whole week of sleepovers! It’s going to be brilliant.” She gasped. “Hey, I can see the Big Dipper!” Emily pointed to a small pattern of stars, shaped a bit like a wheelbarrow. “The stars always come out in patterns, which are called constellations. I’ve been reading about them. The Big Dipper is part of Ursa Major. Then there’s Aquarius, Scorpio …”
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“What about that one?” said Aisha. She pointed to a group of stars that suddenly began to shine brighter than all the others.


Emily frowned. “I don’t know … It’s not in my book. It looks almost like …”


“A unicorn!” said both girls, at the same time.


They sat up and looked at each other, eyes wide. They were thinking of Enchanted Valley, a secret land they had visited together, where unicorns lived with lots of other magical creatures.


Emily reached into her pocket and drew out the glass unicorn keyring that Aurora, Queen of Enchanted Valley, had given the girls so she could summon them back. To her delight, it was shimmering with multi-coloured lights. “Queen Aurora is calling us again!”


Aisha pulled out her own keyring. It was sparkling too, just like Emily’s.


The girls knew what to do. They gently touched the tips of the unicorn horns against each other. At once there was a whooshing sound and a burst of light, like a firework going off. Colourful sparks showered all around. Then the girls felt themselves rising into the air. Their feet left the blanket and they hovered.
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“We’re going back to Enchanted Valley!” squealed Aisha. She and Emily held hands tightly.


A haze of light glimmered all around. Then slowly they began to drift down, until they landed on a patch of grass.


They weren’t in Emily’s garden any more. Instead they stood at the bottom of a gentle hill. Up the slope was an elegant golden palace with turrets shaped like unicorn horns, silhouetted against the purple sky.
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“It’s twilight in Enchanted Valley, too!” said Aisha. “Wow! Isn’t it beautiful?”


“Let’s go and see Queen Aurora,” said Emily. “I bet she’s waiting for us at the palace!”


As the girls climbed the hill, the sky turned a deeper purple, and shadows crept across the fields and woodland on every side.


They had nearly reached the moat that surrounded the palace, when the drawbridge began to swing downwards. Its silver chains rattled as it fell with a soft thump across the water. But to the girls’ surprise, it wasn’t Queen Aurora who came trotting out. Instead, four unicorns appeared, their hooves clip-clopping on the drawbridge. The first was the silvery colour of the stars, with a blue mane and tail with silver highlights. She was followed by a lilac unicorn wearing a silver saddlebag, then a very pale pink unicorn with a beautiful pink mane and tail, and finally a pale blue one with a gorgeous blue mane. Like all unicorns in Enchanted Valley, every one of them wore a delicate silver locket around their neck.
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“Do you think they’ll know where Aurora is?” whispered Aisha.


Before Emily could reply, the four unicorns formed a little circle on the grass, then slowly lowered their heads until the tips of their horns touched.


A soft chime rang out, like the sound of a little bell. The four horns began to glow, and the girls saw that the unicorns’ lockets were glowing too. Magic!


As the chime died away, night fell completely across Enchanted Valley. For a moment the glow from the unicorns was the only light in the darkness. Then Emily gasped and pointed up into the sky.
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Aisha
and Emily are best
friends from Spellford
Village. Aisha loves sports,
whilst Emily’s favourite thing is
science. But what both girls
enjoy more than anything is
visiting Enchanted Valley
and helping their
unicorn friends, who
live there.

silvermane
and the other Night
‘Sparkle Unicorns make
sure night-time is
magical. Silvermane’s
locket helps her take
care of the stars.
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Dreamspell’s
magic brings sweet
dreams toall the creatures
of Enchanted Valley.
Without her magical
powers, everyone will
have nightmares!

With the help of
her magical friends
and the power of her
locket, Slumbertail
makes sure everyone in
Enchanted Valley has
a peaceful night's
sleep.

Kindly
Brighteye is in
charge of the moon.
The magic of her
locket helps its
beautiful light to
shine each night.
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k" AnEnchanted Valley lies a twinkle away,
Where beautiful unicorns live, laugh and play

You can visit the mermaids, or go for a ride,
8o much fun to be had, but dangers can hide!

Your friends need your help - this is how you know: ';.
A keyring lights up with a magical glow. » 3
Whirled off like a dream, you won't want to leave. %,
Friendship forever, when you truly believe. 3 M~
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