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INTRODUCTION


Those with even a passing knowledge of American football were well acquainted with Travis Kelce long before a certain popstar entered the scene. Considered one of the best tight ends in history, the Kansas City Chiefs player is a three-time Super Bowl champion and holder of multiple NFL records.


His fame reached new heights, though, when rumours started swirling about a relationship between him and global megastar Taylor Swift—and their relationship has since gone from strength to strength.


Now a household name around the world, Travis has also featured in an Amazon Prime documentary, has appeared on a dating game show dedicated to him, and has a smash-hit podcast—New Heights—with his brother, Jason, that regularly tops the Apple and Spotify charts.


Beyond that, though, Travis is also funny, outspoken, and charming, and it’s not hard to see why Taylor fell for him. A philanthropist, role model for millions, and always the first to poke fun at himself, Travis Kelce is a sports and media phenomenon—and, right now, everything seems to be going his way.


The Little Book of Travis Kelce encapsulates every aspect of Travis’s life, from his podcast to his documentary, his touchdowns to his Super Bowl rings, and his relationship with one of the biggest popstars ever.


So grab your 87 jersey, and get ready to kick off.
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Chapter 1


High School, High Hopes


Born to be an NFL superstar, Travis’s humble beginnings playing sports with his family shaped him into the man he is today.


The start of the journey, the dreams of being an NFL superstar, and the bumps along the way… it’s all right here.
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I grew up in Cleveland Heights. It wasn’t just the house that made me, Cleveland Heights, the home, the community, it was very multicultural, different ethnicities to different social classes. I just have so much love for the people in that city. It’s given me so many different ways to appreciate life. And one of them is definitely the sports world.
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On the origin of his love for sport, The Players’ Tribune, December 2, 2020.







The Facts #1


Travis Michael Kelce was born in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, on October 5, 1989. He attended Cleveland Heights High School, where he played football, basketball, and baseball, though it was as a quarterback in football that he initially excelled.
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My dad just kind of got lazy and didn’t really wanna keep correcting everybody that was calling him Kell-see, so he just went along with Kell-see.
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Revealing the correct pronunciation of his surname—“Kellss” not “Kell-cee”! Bussin’ With The Boys podcast, July 2021.
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I got kicked out of pre-school because during playtime we were playing checkers, and I was winning because I don’t f***ing lose at checkers and if you win you stay on.
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Explaining the story behind when he threw a chair at his teacher and his competitive nature, pagesix.com, September 2022.





[image: ]


I was always a kid that never wanted to be in my room. If my dad told me, ‘Time out and you gotta go to your room’, that was the worst thing ever. Because I was always wanting to be outside.
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On playing outside during his childhood, The Players’ Tribune, December 2, 2020.
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I played every game you can imagine. Football, soccer—my dad got us into handball ‘cause we kept breaking windows.
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On the sports he played as a child, The Players’ Tribune, December 2, 2020.
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We had almost like our own little sports complex at the house. The driveway was like the pitching mound. We used to play one-on-one street hockey right there. My dad wanted to make sure we were ready to have some fun, so he was always out grabbing sports equipment. It didn’t matter how old the equipment was, as long as we had some equipment to play with, we were going to figure it out.
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On his family home being the first sports arena he played in, The Players’ Tribune, December 2, 2020.
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He pushed us to want to win the game and he pushed us to want to get better. But at the same time, he’s laughing through it all and making sure that we’re having as much fun as he is.
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On his dad’s support from a young age, The Players’ Tribune, December 2, 2020.
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Sports for me was where I built my confidence. You probably won’t believe me, but I was a shy kid growing up until I got onto the sports field, or the court or the ice rink. Then I kind of let my personality show. I was having fun. I was having success. And that’s just kind of propelled me to have confidence in life.
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