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Note to teachers





Social Studies explains how human beings organise themselves to live in their environment. This book will help your primary school students become familiar with their immediate environment – that is – their country. It will also help them to understand how and why people in a country depend on the human and physical resources of their environment.


The theme for this level is ‘Our Country Community’. This is the second book in a series of four. In Book 1, the theme is ‘Our Local Community’; in Book 3, ‘Our Caribbean Community’; and in Book 4, ‘Our World Community’.


The content is conceptual in nature. This means that the main ideas can be applied to any community. The content reflects a common core of the curriculum in Social Studies for this level in the eastern Caribbean sub-region and other Caribbean territories.


One important feature of this book is the guided discovery approach, using a variety of stimuli – pictures, maps, graphs and charts. The book is student-centred and activity-oriented, encouraging both oral and written communication. It provides many opportunities for students to acquire knowledge of Social Studies concepts and practise related skills. Concepts of identity, cooperation and change are used throughout the book to keep students in touch with living experiences. This book focuses mainly on oral communication and interpretation skills in preparation for more writing at the next grade level.


The method of presentation is especially designed to get every student involved in his or her learning. This will help to make Social Studies at the primary level an enjoyable experience.


Revive the child-centred learner within yourself! Answer the questions and do the activities … You will discover that this book has made Social Studies concepts and skills teachable and learnable.


Marcellus Albertin


Marjorie Brathwaite











Note to students







Hello there!


Here is a book that will help you to enjoy Social Studies.


There are some things in this book for you to read, some things for you to talk about and some things for you to do.


Do not be afraid to talk. You must talk to let your teacher and classmates know what you think. If you talk about things, you will find it easier to write down your ideas.


As you read this book, you will notice the following symbols:






This tells you that there is something to talk about.
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Activity time!


This tells you that there is something to do. These are activities. We know that you like to do things!








Words that are printed like this are explained in the vocabulary at the end of the book.


This book is about living in your community. It is also about other people’s communities. It will help you to talk about the activities that families share. You will learn which things people do for themselves and which things they do for one another. The book will also help you to understand why people depend on one another.


Enjoy learning from this book and get ready for the next one!


Marcellus Albertin


Marjorie Brathwaite















1 Living in groups
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What will you learn?


When you have worked through this unit, you will know that:




	
•  each person is different from everyone else


	
•  each person belongs to one or more groups


	
•  groups have rules, and most groups have leaders.
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Who are you


Each one of us is a person. Each person can think, speak, feel, love, play and create things. You are a special person.
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How are you the same as other people? What makes you different? What makes you special?
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The groups you belong to


In Book 1, you learnt what it means to be part of a family group.
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What do you think these family members learn from one another?
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You belong to other groups, too. Your class is a group and so is your school. People do things together in groups for special reasons.
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What other groups do you belong to? As a class, make a list of the groups that you belong to. What is the goal or purpose of these groups?


[image: ]












[image: ]


Activity time!


Draw a diagram like the one below. Write the names of some more groups. Which groups do some of us belong to? Which groups do all of us belong to?
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We like to play, talk and do things with other people. 
Members of a group share things and ideas. 
We learn from one another. We help one another.








How should members of groups behave?



All groups have rules. Rules help group members control how they behave. Families have rules for polite behaviour and to show respect for one another. Family rules are not written down, but parents make sure that everyone knows and obeys them. They punish those who do not obey the rules. They praise those who do obey the rules.
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What are some of your family rules? Tell your friend of a time when you disobeyed a rule. What happened to you?
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School rules


Your school has written rules. There are rules for the way you should dress. There are rules for your safety and for your behaviour at school. Some rules say how you should show respect for school leaders such as the principal and teachers. There are rules for how you should treat school property. Students who disobey school rules are punished.
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Think about three of your school rules. What will happen if you do not obey them?


Think about a time when you were praised at school. Talk about a time when your school gave an award to you or to another student. Why was the award given?
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Class rules


Your teacher and class leaders have set rules for you to follow. Some rules deal with tidiness and care of furniture. There are rules that say you should show respect for your teacher. There are also rules that remind you to respect the property of class members. These rules are good for the class. They help to control the behaviour of class members.
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Think of rules in other groups you belong to. What do you think would happen if members of a group did not obey the rules? Why do you think groups need rules?
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Some family, school and class rules are nearly the same. Talk to your class about some of these rules. Say why you think these groups have rules that are almost the same.
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Groups have leaders


Most groups have a leader. The leader helps the members to follow the rules of the group. The leader and members cooperate and share tasks. The leader makes decisions that are good for the group. Members of a group respect a good leader.
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Each group in these pictures has a leader. What is the purpose of each group? What is the name given to the leader of each group?
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[image: ] Points to remember




	
•  Each person is special.


	
•  People live in groups and belong to groups.


	
•  All groups have a goal or a purpose.


	
•  Groups have rules, and most groups have leaders.
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2 Our ancestors
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What will you learn?


When you have worked through this unit, you will know that:




	
•  the people who lived in the Caribbean before us are our ancestors


	
•  the first people who came to the Caribbean were called the Amerindians


	
•  the Amerindians travelled in long canoes across the sea from South America.
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The people who lived before us


In Book 1 you learnt about family trees. You learnt how our grandparents were alive before we were born. Their grandparents were alive before they were born. Our parents, grandparents, great-grandparents and all the people who lived before us are our ancestors.


Our ancestors from a long time ago came from countries far away.
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Look at the people below. Where do you think their ancestors came from? Where do you think our ancestors came from?
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The first settlers


The very first groups of people who came to settle (live) in the Caribbean were called the Amerindians.


They travelled here from South America. They came from their homelands along the banks of the Orinoco River. New information says that some of the first settlers may have come from Central America. They made long canoes and travelled in them to the Caribbean.
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Activity time!


Look at this map. In what direction were the Amerindians travelling? How do you think they could tell the direction in which they were going?
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Copy this crossword in your notebook. Read the clues and fill in the words.




	
1  They were a group of early settlers.


	
2  People who lived before us.


	
3  Where the Amerindians came from.


	
4  The name of a river.
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[image: ] Points to remember




	
•  The people who lived before us are our ancestors.


	
•  The first people who came to the Caribbean were the Amerindians.


	
•  They travelled to the Caribbean in canoes from South and Central America.
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