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Here at the end of the Baja peninsula, you can choose the perfect getaway for you.


Los Cabos is synonymous with relaxation, luxury, and indulgence. Beautiful beaches beckon with sunbathing possibilities. Spas offer lavish treatments and yachts fill the marinas, while world-famous golf courses give picturesque ocean views. All-inclusive beachfront resorts call to jet-setters. Spring breakers flock here to party on the beach all day and dance at clubs all night.


Just outside Los Cabos, travelers will find a different world. Within an hour’s drive, the West and East Capes offer humbler, more authentic experiences, with mountain ranges, waterfalls, near-empty beaches, and one of the few coral reefs in North America.


Two hours north, the state capital of La Paz has museums and restaurants alongside still more stunning beaches, wildlife such as sea lions and whale sharks, and abundant recreational opportunities.


It may not be an easy one, but the choice is yours.
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dolphins jumping near La Paz
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Rancho Leonero in Buena Vista, on the East Cape
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Mexican crafts for sale in downtown Todos Santos
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view of the marina promenade in Cabo San Lucas
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Catedral de La Paz
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views along the East Cape coastal road, Camino Cabo Este
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kayaking at Isla Espíritu Santo






8 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Boat out to El Arco: Take a ride to the southern tip of the Baja peninsula to see this famous rock archway up close.
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2 Hit the beach: You’ll find some of Baja’s most stunning beaches here, perfect for swimming, snorkeling, and soaking up the sun.
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3 Explore underwater: Dive coral reefs and snorkel with sea lions in the waters of the Pacific Ocean and the Sea of Cortez.
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4 Ride the waves: The breaks here lure adventurous surfers, from novices to experts.
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5 Go gallery-hopping: Peruse the galleries and discover the vibrant creative scenes in San José del Cabo’s Historic Art District and Todos Santos.
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6 Cast a fishing line: Anglers come for the thrill of catching marlin, dorado, roosterfish, and more.
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7 Party all night: Spring breakers and the young at heart enjoy clubs where the shots never run out and the party goes until early morning.
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8 Catch a spectacular sunset: Take a seat on the beach or at an open-air restaurant and watch as the sun sinks into the water.






PLANNING YOUR TRIP



WHERE TO GO


LOS CABOS


The most-recognized and most-visited location in all of Baja, Los Cabos refers to the region comprising the two cities of San José del Cabo and Cabo San Lucas, and the corridor that connects them. This is a Baja completely different from the rest of the peninsula. Luxury, relaxation, and fun are the focus here. Yachts fill the marinas, and all-inclusive resorts line the beaches. Dance clubs and bars are busy until the wee hours of the morning.


THE EAST CAPE AND THE SIERRA DE LA LAGUNA


The East Cape is home to beaches, world-class diving, offshore fishing, charming towns, and the lush peaks of the Sierra de la Laguna. Los Barriles attracts kiteboarders and windsurfers, while the off-the-grid town of Cabo Pulmo draws divers and snorkelers with its coral reef teeming with marinelife.




[image: image]


diving in Cabo Pulmo with a school of yellow groupers





LA PAZ


La Paz centers on the beautiful malecón that wraps around the bay, where strolling locals and tourists enjoy the views, restaurants, hotels, and shops. But its main draws are the beaches and the islands. Snorkel with sea lions, swim with whale sharks, or enjoy deserted beaches.




IF YOU HAVE…


FOUR DAYS


Los Cabos can be a perfect escape for a long weekend. Pick one hotel as your base and spend the days exploring some of the highlights.


SEVEN DAYS


With a full week, add on day trips to surrounding areas. Or split your time between Los Cabos and one other destination—the East Cape, La Paz, or Todos Santos.


TWO WEEKS


With two weeks, explore the whole region. The best way to is to fly into Los Cabos and make a loop.





TODOS SANTOS AND THE WEST CAPE


Up the coast from Los Cabos, Todos Santos is a charming colonial town of bohemian art galleries, upscale restaurants, and chic boutique hotels. Surf spots, beautiful beaches, and the nearby El Pescadero community draw tourists looking for a more authentic alternative to Cabo.
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ocean views from a hammock at Villa Santa Cruz in Todos Santos
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BEFORE YOU GO


HIGH AND LOW SEASONS


Winter is the high season for visiting Los Cabos, with the weeks around Christmas and New Year’s Day being some of the busiest of the year. Expect to pay the most for accommodations at this time, and make arrangements in advance. Spring break in Los Cabos now spans March-April, ending around Easter, drawing a younger, more rambunctious crowd.


Summer is low season in Baja Sur as temperatures and humidity are very high during the months of July, August, and September. Los Cabos has become such a popular destination that many hotels and restaurants here are open year-round, but smaller businesses outside the area are likely to shutter during the hottest months, including restaurants and attractions in towns like La Paz, Los Barriles, and Todos Santos. Hotels that stay open will likely offer cheaper rates. Anglers, divers, and surfers still flock to Los Cabos and surrounding areas in the summer because the fish are plentiful, the waters are warm, and the surf is good.


Baja California Sur has a hurricane season June-October, so travelers should be aware of the risk of tropical storms.


PASSPORTS AND VISAS


Passports are required to visit Baja California. Non-Mexican citizens must also obtain a forma migratoria múltiple (FMM) tourist permit in order to travel in Mexico. If you are flying into Los Cabos from outside of Mexico, this will be included in your ticket. If crossing by land, you can obtain your permit at the border crossing.


TRANSPORTATION


Unless you plan on spending most of your time at a resort in Los Cabos, it’s best to reserve a rental car for use during your trip if you are flying in. Mexican auto insurance is required by law, so don’t forget to purchase it before you leave on your trip.




WHICH CABO IS FOR ME?


Each area of Cabo has its own distinct personality:


• Cabo San Lucas: Tourist areas teem with restaurants, souvenir shops, and nightlife. This is where cruise ship passengers disembark and spring breakers stay.
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Cabo San Lucas





• The Corridor: The most expensive and exclusive resorts are here, as are the most beautiful beaches.


• San José del Cabo: There’s a more authentic Mexican feel here, with a town plaza and the Historic Art District. The vibe is relaxed and quiet, but with more and more beachfront resorts and timeshares. You can still find fairly affordable accommodations near the historic district.






EXPLORE LOS CABOS



FOUR-DAY GETAWAY


DAY 1


Fly into the Los Cabos International Airport and drop your luggage off at your hotel before heading out to explore Cabo San Lucas. Take a quick water taxi to get a close-up view of Cabo’s iconic El Arco before disembarking at Lover’s Beach. Spend the afternoon sunbathing and snorkeling. When you return to town, grab a traditional Mexican dinner downtown at Mi Casa or Pancho’s. Then enjoy some of Cabo’s infamous nightlife with a margarita or two at Cabo Wabo Cantina or The Giggling Marlin.
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El Arco





DAY 2


Get in touch with the local food movement in Los Cabos by heading to the rural Las Animas Bajas area, just outside of San José del Cabo. If it’s Saturday, you can check out the San José Mercado Organico, an organic farmers market. Eat brunch at one of the gorgeous farm-to-table restaurants, like Flora’s Field Kitchen or Acre. On the way back to town, stop in the Historic Art District in San José del Cabo to check out the colonial architecture, bustling town plaza, and art galleries.



DAY 3



Spend a day enjoying some of the beautiful beaches in Los Cabos. Divers may want to take an organized tour to access some of the best dive spots. Snorkelers can visit Playa Chileno or Bahía Santa Maria along the corridor, where swimming is also possible. At Playa El Médano, beachgoers will find an array of activities to choose from, like kayaking or Jet Skiing. When you’ve had enough sun and sand for the day, enjoy a sunset beach dinner at a spot like The Office on Playa El Médano or Sunset MonaLisa along the corridor.
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Playa Chileno





DAY 4


Spend your last day truly relaxing at one of Los Cabos’ incredible spas, such as Somma Wine Spa or Spa Marquis, indulging in a facial, a massage, or an entire day of treatments. Or schedule a tee time at one of the area’s famous golf courses, such as Diamante or Cabo del Sol Golf Course, where you can enjoy beautiful ocean views on the greens.


THE CABO LOOP


For those who visit the Los Cabos area but want to see and experience more of the natural beauty and adventure of Baja California, this fun road trip explores the Cape area of Baja California Sur.


DAY 1


Fly into Los Cabos International Airport and rent a car at one of the stands in the airport. Drive the 15 minutes south from the airport to the town of San José del Cabo and check into one of the hotels along the beach or in the historic town center. Walk around town to take in the plaza, historic district, and art galleries. Bird-watchers will want to check out the nearby Estero San José. For dinner, check out La Revolución Comedor de Baja California, just off the plaza, for a gourmet meal featuring local ingredients.


DAY 2


89 KM (55 MI) 1.5 HOURS


Head over to the East Cape town of Cabo Pulmo where divers and snorkelers will enjoy exploring the coral reef just offshore. Snorkelers can swim out from the beach at Los Arbolitos or Los Frailes, and divers will enjoy taking a boat out to get to remoter spots. Enjoy dinner and drinks at the casual La Palapa restaurant looking out at the water. Stay in one of Cabo Pulmo’s casual eco-lodging accommodations.


ALTERNATE TRIP


56 KM (35 MI) 45 MINUTES


For those not interested in diving or snorkeling, explore more of what the East Cape has to offer with the Santa Rita Hot Springs and the Cañon de la Zorra waterfall, both accessed from the town of Santiago. Spend the night in Los Barriles or Buena Vista on the coast.
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sunbathing at Cañon de la Zorra







BEST DIVING AND SNORKELING


Baja Sur is home to a number of great diving and snorkeling sites. August-November brings the warmest waters and best visibility. Tour operators lead dive and snorkel trips out of Cabo San Lucas, San José del Cabo, and Cabo Pulmo. Many snorkeling spots along the East Cape, Cabo Pulmo, and Los Cabos can easily be accessed from the beach.


• Land’s End: A great spot for snorkeling or diving, Land’s End lets you experience both the Pacific Ocean and Sea of Cortez simultaneously. You might see barracuda, tuna, or baitfish, or swim with sea lions—the site is host to a colony.


• Sand Falls: One of Cabo’s most famous and unique dive sites, Sand Falls is a river of sand that flows between rocks and over the edge of a canyon 30 meters (98 feet) below the water’s surface. Marinelife such as rays and zebra eels abound here.


• Chileno Bay: This shallow, protected reef offshore from Playa Chileno is a good spot for beginning divers and snorkelers to spot manta rays, sea turtles, and nurse sharks.


• Gavilanes: Both beginners and advanced divers will enjoy spotting rays and whitetip reef sharks in this small bay with one of the best coral reefs in Los Cabos.


• The Blowhole: Offshore from the shallow reef of Bahía Santa Maria, advanced divers can see large schools of fish, manta rays, and sea turtles.


• Parque Nacional Cabo Pulmo: This national park, one of the most popular destinations on the peninsula for scuba divers and snorkelers, has a living coral reef and abundant marinelife including tropical fish, moray eels, octopus, lobsters, and sea lions.
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tropical fish and coral reef








DAY 3


150 KM (93 MI) 2.5 HOURS


Get an early start driving north on Mexico 1 to La Paz. Spend a few hours in the small old mining town of El Triunfo, where you can walk along the mine ruins and grab some baked goods at Caffé El Triunfo. When you get to La Paz, drive out to the scenic beaches at Playa Balandra or Playa El Tecolote. Enjoy ceviche and beers with your toes in the sand at restaurant-bar Palapa Azul.




BEST BEACHES


LOS CABOS


Cabo San Lucas, San José del Cabo, and the corridor in between are all home to some of the most beautiful beaches in Baja. Be careful, as swimming is not safe at many of the beaches. At popular tourist beaches like Lover’s Beach (near the Land’s End arch) and Playa Chileno (on the corridor), swimming and snorkeling are allowed and encouraged.


LA PAZ


La Paz is home to a number of beautiful Sea of Cortez beaches. Just south of town, visitors can drive to Playa Balandra and Playa El Tecolote. Both have shallow, clear waters and white sand beaches. Even more fun is to take a boat ride out to explore the beaches of the islands offshore, where you’ll get to enjoy deserted stretches with bright turquoise waters.




[image: image]


Playa Balandra





TODOS SANTOS AND THE WEST CAPE


Todos Santos has a number of stunning beaches, but the currents and waves are strong and make most of them great for surfing, not safe for swimming. Playa Los Cerritos, south of Todos Santos in El Pescadero, was once touted as one of the best beaches in Baja, though some complain it’s become too busy and commercial in recent years.





DAY 4


Take a break from driving today and book a boat excursion out to the La Paz islands, especially Isla Espíritu Santo. Dive with sea lions, swim with whale sharks, or just enjoy the beautiful island and beach views from the boat. When you get back to La Paz, enjoy a stroll along the lively malecón.


DAY 5


79 KM (49 MI) 1 HOUR


Head southwest on Mexico 1 to Mexico 19 for the West Cape and its colonial artist town of Todos Santos. Check into the charming Villa Santa Cruz or La Bohemia Baja Hotel Pequeño. Spend some time walking around the historic center of town to check out the colonial architecture, shops, and restaurants. Splurge for an incredible meal of fish carpaccio and lobster ravioli at Café Santa Fe.
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the historic architecture of Todos Santos





DAY 6


74 KM (46 MI) 1 HOUR


Drive south on Mexico 19 to Cabo San Lucas and hop on a water taxi to check out the famous El Arco, the Land’s End arch, and to go to Lover’s Beach. Spend the afternoon here snorkeling, swimming, and sunbathing. At night, head out to Cabo Wabo Cantina or somewhere else along the strip to take in a bit of Cabo’s legendary nightlife.


DAY 7


Spend your last morning enjoying one of Cabo’s indulgent treats—a round of golf, a massage at the spa, a morning surf, or a poolside margarita.


BEST SURFING


LOS CABOS


South swells in summer bring consistent surf breaks in Los Cabos.


THE CORRIDOR


Breaks in the corridor are generally for seasoned surfers, but surf lessons for beginners and board rentals are also available.


▪  Monuments is a rocky left point that’s great on south swells.


▪  Las Conchas access can be difficult because of the Cabo Real resort, but those who get through to the beach will find a right break with good shape.


▪  El Tule, farther east, is a solid right reef break and one of the few spots along the corridor where you can still camp on the beach.


SAN JOSÉ DEL CABO


Playa Costa Azul is one of the premier surfing beaches in the region, where surfers of all experience levels can find waves. It has three breaks:
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surfer at Playa Costa Azul





▪  Acapulquito (Old Man’s) has good waves for beginners and longboarders.




BEST SUNSETS


LOS CABOS


Restaurant Sunset MonaLisa and its bar, Sunset Point, are famed and aptly named spots for sunsets over the ocean and El Arco. On the west side of El Arco, along Playa Solmar, fine dining establishments El Farallon and La Roca have near-unobstructed views of the sun setting over the ocean.


LA PAZ


Although located on the eastern side of the peninsula, La Paz is a rare spot along the Sea of Cortez that gets gorgeous sunsets with water views because of the way the city is situated along the bay and Pichilingue Peninsula. The malecón is a lovely spot for watching sunsets from one of the many benches or open-air restaurants and bars along the boardwalk. Another option is Playa Pichilingue, which provides a beautiful beach setting along with your sunset.


TODOS SANTOS AND THE WEST CAPE


Because of the location of Todos Santos and El Pescadero along the West Cape, ocean sunsets are stunning from nearly every beach, particularly Playa Los Cerritos. The El Mirador restaurant on Punta Lobos beach is also known for splendid sunset views.
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sunset in Todos Santos





THE EAST CAPE


While the East Cape doesn’t get ocean sunsets, early risers will enjoy colorful sunrises over the Sea of Cortez.





▪  La Roca (The Rock) is a right reef break, best surfed at high tide.


▪  Zippers is Los Cabos’ most famous break, where the annual Los Cabos Open of Surf takes place.


TODOS SANTOS AND THE WEST CAPE


The West Cape has drawn adventurous surfers for decades with its big breaks and uncrowded waves.


TODOS SANTOS


Experienced surfers with their own boards head to this area.


▪  Playa La Pastora is known for bigger rights on northwest swells, as well as an exposed point break with right and left breaks.


▪  Punta Márquez and Punta Conejo require off-road exploration as well as self-sufficient camping; the payoff is near-empty waves.


▪  Playa San Pedrito is a solid beach break notable for west and north swells.


EL PESCADERO


Surf lessons and board rentals can be found here.


▪  Playa Los Cerritos is popular with beginners, with its easy waves and sandy bottom. A break at the point offers more experienced surfers some fun as well.
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HIGHLIGHTS


S EL ARCO: The signature landmark of Cabo San Lucas is its famous rock archway at the very southern tip of the Baja peninsula, where the Pacific Ocean and the Sea of Cortez meet. Take a boat out to see it up close (click here).


S LOVER’S BEACH: This gorgeous sandy beach on the protected Bahía de Cabo San Lucas is accessible only by boat (click here).
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S GOLF: With beautiful ocean views and a margarita waiting at the clubhouse afterward, golfing has never been more spectacular (click here).


S NIGHTLIFE: Spring breakers and the young at heart enjoy clubs where the tequila shots never run out and the party goes until early morning (click here).


S BEACHES ALONG THE CORRIDOR: The stretch between the two towns of Cabo San Lucas and San José del Cabo is home to some of the most pristine beaches in the area. Enjoy swimming, sunbathing, snorkeling, and just relaxing (click here).


S PLAZA TENIENTE JOSÉ ANTONIO MIJARES: The plaza is the heart of San José del Cabo, surrounded by art galleries, shops, restaurants, boutique hotels, and the mission (click here).


S SAN JOSÉ DEL CABO’S HISTORIC ART DISTRICT: Art galleries abound in historic downtown San José del Cabo. On Thursday evenings November-June, they stay open late for the “Gallery Art Walk” (click here).





The iconic rock archway El Arco at the tip of the peninsula marks land’s end. This is Los Cabos, the most-recognized destination in Baja.


Los Cabos refers to the region comprising the two cities of San José del Cabo and Cabo San Lucas, and the corridor that connects them. This is a Baja completely different from the rest of the peninsula. Yachts fill the marinas and all-inclusive mega-resorts with thousands of rooms line the beaches. Spring breakers flock here for the beach scene and nightlife. Dance clubs and bars are busy until the wee hours of the morning. It’s hard to walk down the street in Cabo San Lucas without being prodded to take a boat trip, book a ziplining tour, or buy a T-shirt about tequila shots.


Luxury, relaxation, and fun are the focus here, and Los Cabos does all three things exceptionally well. On the extravagant and lavish side of Los Cabos, jet-setters and celebrities come to escape and play. Rooms at some of the most exclusive resorts can cost at least US$2,000 a night. Golf courses have sweeping views of the Sea of Cortez, spas specialize in indulgent services, and dining can be world-class.


Love it or hate it, this is one of the most popular spots on the Baja peninsula. Because of its worldwide attention, there’s no stopping the growth in this region. More and more luxury resorts are planned to open. While it’s difficult to call a trip to the area an authentic Mexican experience, it’s hard to deny the unique draw that lures over two million visitors each year.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


Most people visit Cabo to enjoy the beaches and take advantage of the all-inclusive resorts. Some tourists don’t even leave their hotels during their stay. Depending on how long you need to decompress and relax, a long weekend or a week is plenty. It’s easy to explore all of Los Cabos—Cabo San Lucas, the corridor, and San José del Cabo—by staying in any of the three areas. It only takes 40 minutes to drive from downtown Cabo San Lucas to downtown San José del Cabo (a taxi costs about US$40). Staying in Los Cabos, you can also explore surrounding areas like the East Cape or Todos Santos on day trips; budget at least a week in Los Cabos if you’d like to take advantage of this.


Cruise ships coming into the Los Cabos area anchor just out from the marina in Cabo San Lucas and tender passengers to shore (there’s no cruise ship port). The drop-off location for passengers is the marina near Soloman’s Landing restaurant.


Many cruise lines only offer a half day in port at Cabo. Excursion companies are well aware of their time parameters, and many plan activities to meet the cruise ship timeline. Some cruise lines offer two days in port at Cabo, which means that passengers have the ability to stay out until 9pm on their first evening in port.
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Cabo San Lucas


Cabo San Lucas anchors the region, with a variety of activities, shops, restaurants, nightlife options, and hotels. Its famous El Arco rock archway is the most-photographed landmark in Baja. Water sports and activities are taken to a new extreme here with banana boat rides, parasailing, skydiving, and even camel rides available in addition to the usual diving, snorkeling, fishing, and boating. There are plenty of beaches to enjoy, with Lover’s Beach, accessible only by boat, the most famous.
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Cabo’s marina and downtown are the busy tourist spots, especially when a cruise ship is in town. Nightlife in Cabo is legendary, with large nightclubs and bars living up to stereotypical expectations: Tequila shots abound and music and dancing continue until the wee hours of the morning.


The downtown and marina area of Cabo are very walkable. A car or taxi (US$8) is necessary to reach areas such as Playa Solmar and Playa El Médano.


TOP EXPERIENCE



S EL ARCO



As the most prominent feature of the entire peninsula, El Arco (also sometimes called La Finisterra, for Land’s End) is Cabo’s famous landmark. The natural rock arch dramatically singles out the tip of the peninsula and the point where the Pacific Ocean and the Sea of Cortez collide. The arch is visible from points along Playa Médano and the corridor, but one of the best ways to experience it is to take a glass-bottom boat out to see it up close. A walk along the marina brings you to a number of companies offering glass-bottom boat trips for US$15. You could also book a private tour with a company like Roger’s (www.rogerstourboatcabomexico.com). Go in the morning when waters are calmer.
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Glass-bottom boats take tourists out to see El Arco.





CABO SAN LUCAS MARINA


Cabo’s lively marina is conveniently located in downtown and lined with shops, restaurants, bars, and hotels. The marina is a hub for tourist activity, with snorkeling and diving tours, fishing charters, and boats out to El Arco and Lover’s Beach departing from here. There’s no cruise ship pier in Cabo, so cruise ships anchor away from land and tender passengers to shore, dropping them off here at the marina. At the north end of the harbor is the Puerto Paraíso Mall, a large shopping center with a movie theater, stores, and restaurants.


PLAZA AMELIA WILKES


Visitors looking for some peace and quiet in Cabo San Lucas will find it at Plaza Amelia Wilkes (Lázaro Cárdenas between Calle Cabo San Lucas and Calle Miguel Hidalgo). Set a few blocks up from the tourist area, there’s a gazebo with benches where visitors can sit to relax for a bit. Lining the plaza is a small natural history museum, Museo de Historia Natural Cabo San Lucas (tel. 624/105-0661, 10am-3pm Tues.-Fri., 10am-2pm Sat.-Sun., US$1) that covers the history, archaeology, geology, and biodiversity of the region.



BEACHES




S LOVER’S BEACH



Accessed almost purely by boat, Lover’s Beach is a unique two-sided beach out near El Arco. One side of the beach is lined by the Bahía de Cabo San Lucas where swimmers and snorkelers enjoy the calm waters. The other side faces the Pacific Ocean, where the water is too rough for swimming. This rough side of the beach is affectionately called “Divorce Beach.”
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the Bahía de Cabo San Lucas





Water taxis leaving from the marina go to Lover’s Beach for US$15 every 45 minutes, granting you the flexibility to return to town whenever you’re ready. There are no services (including bathrooms) or shade at the beach. As one of Cabo’s highlight activities, it can get very crowded, and even more so in the afternoons.


PLAYA SOLMAR


The relatively uncrowded Playa Solmar is a beautiful, long beach perfect for taking a walk or sunbathing. Because of its location on the Pacific, the waves and currents here are very strong, making it unsafe for swimming. Many of Cabo’s large hotels are located along Playa Solmar because of the beautiful views and tranquility of the area.
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El Arco is one of the most iconic symbols of the peninsula.





Unless you’re staying at one of the hotels along the beach here, there are no services. Access to the beach is on the road to Solmar Resort.


PLAYA EL MÉDANO


Buzzing with people and activities, Playa El Médano is one of the only safe swimming beaches in Cabo San Lucas, but don’t expect a relaxing float or beach day at this wild and loud beach. Spring breakers taking shots, families enjoying water sports, and vendors selling jewelry and knickknacks all crowd together here. Any kind of water activity can be booked on this beach, from kayaking to hydroboarding. Swimming is only permitted in the roped-in area. Beachfront palapa restaurants and bars are close by, including Mango Deck, which anchors the spring break scene. Playa El Médano is the closest beach to town and stretches from the east side of the harbor entrance to Villa del Palmar.
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Playa El Médano





If walking from downtown, walk around the marina to the end and go left at the channel entrance. There’s also access via Avenida del Pescador or Camino Hotel Hacienda. Follow the blue signs for “Médano Beach.” There’s no parking lot and street parking can be hard to find, especially on weekends or during spring break, so walking or taking a cab is often the best solution.


SPORTS AND RECREATION


There’s no lack of tour operators in Cabo for a seemingly unlimited number of activities.


EXTREME ADVENTURES


Whether you want to mountain bike, hydroboard, fly in a small plane, zipline, or sail, Cabo Adventures (tel. 624/173-9500, www.cabo-adventures.com) can make your activity dreams come true. It has a large booking office in downtown Cabo on Paseo de la Marina and offers discounts when you book more than one activity.


Wild Canyon (tel. 624/144-4433, www.wildcanyon.com.mx) takes tourists outside Cabo to the “Wild Canyon,” where the company has set up a large park with ziplines, ATVing, camel rides, bungee jumping, and even a small zoo.


DIVING AND SNORKELING


Dive and Snorkel Sites


The Bahía de Cabo San Lucas was designated a protected underwater national marine park in 1973, marking it as an area abundant with sealife. The bay provides relatively calm waters for diving.


Lover’s Beach and Land’s End are the best spots for snorkeling in Cabo San Lucas. You can snorkel off the beach at Lover’s Beach on your own or with a guide. The waters won’t be perfectly calm, but they should be clear enough to spot some tropical fish. Winds typically pick up later in the afternoon. For snorkeling off Land’s End, a number of boat and tour operators can take you out to swim with the sea lions and fish near El Arco. Many of the outfitters out of Cabo San Lucas will take snorkelers over to Bahía Chileno and Bahía Santa Maria along the corridor, where the waters are calmer.


Sand Falls is one of Cabo’s most famous and unique dive sites. Close to Lover’s Beach, 30 meters (98 feet) below the surface, is a river of sand that flows between rocks and over the edge of a canyon, creating an unusual sand fall. The sand rivers are not always flowing, and are usually the most active when stormy weather makes the seas more turbulent (the opposite of normal optimal diving conditions). Even if the falls aren’t active, there’s still abundant sealife around the site, such as rays, zebra eels, and grouper.


For diving, Land’s End is also a great option. This is a unique site because it allows divers to experience both the Pacific Ocean and the Sea of Cortez at the same time. Barracuda, tuna, baitfish, and rays can be spotted. The site is also home to a colony of sea lions that love to swim and play with divers. Nearby Pelican Rock is a reef that drops off a deep wall down to 150 meters (492 feet). There are devil rays, moray eels, porcupine fish, and puffer fish. There are two coral reefs at Neptune’s Finger, which is also home to one of the largest sand falls. Tropical fish, sea turtles, and manta rays can be seen here.


Outfitters


Most hotels and resorts can arrange for a dive or snorkel trip and equipment rental. Morning outings are the most popular, as that’s when the seas are calmer and better for diving.


Dive Cabo (tel. 624/105-1793, www.divecabo.com, US$75-85) offers full-day snorkel and dive trips daily. Its small groups are guided by experienced leaders. PADI courses and free 30-minute “scuba refreshers” are provided prior to your dive. Dive Cabo also provides a free underwater photography service so you can take home a memento from your dive. All tours depart from its location at the Cabo San Lucas marina (no hotel pickup).


Aqua Los Cabos (tel. 624/143-9286, www.aqualoscabos.com, US$40-100) hosts snorkel and dive trips around the Los Cabos region, as well as excursions up to Parque Nacional Cabo Pulmo. It has courses and trips for all levels of divers. Tours range 3-5 hours. Depending on the tour, your trip will depart from the company’s ship in Cabo San Lucas, or else you’ll be picked up from your hotel.


FISHING


Cabo was initially a small fishing village, and sportfishing remains a popular draw for the region today. A number of fishing charters and services in the area will take you out for a day. Marlin, billfish, red snapper, yellowtail, grouper, sierra, and roosterfish are all common in the region. Marlin and sailfish are caught on an optional catch-and-release program in Los Cabos to support local conservation efforts. One species is permitted per boat. Ask ahead to see if your fishing charter includes the fee for cleaning your fish, or if you’ll need to pay it yourself when back on shore (US$2-30 depending on the size of the fish). Fishing licenses are required when angling from a boat in Mexico, and fishing charters usually provide one for you, but check ahead of time to make sure it’s included.




AUTHENTIC AND AFFORDABLE CABO


Anyone familiar with Cabo 30 years ago will tell you about the good old days when the town was nothing but a quaint fishing village surrounded by beautiful beaches. That was before the highway was paved, the commercial airport opened, the cruise ships came to visit, and the endless string of mega-resorts sprang up. But the beauty of the region is undeniable, and there are still ways to enjoy authentic Mexican charm; you just have to work harder to find it.


Stay small and in town. Stay in the downtown areas of San José or Cabo San Lucas, where you’ll find boutique hotels, bed-and-breakfasts, and budget accommodations with plenty of Mexican soul, such as Cabo Inn Hotel or Los Milagros. This will also put you within walking distance of historic plazas, shops, and restaurants—helping you feel more of the local culture. Conveniently enough, these smaller accommodations are often also more authentic and the cheapest choices when compared to the large hotels and all-inclusive resorts. You’ll give up staying right on the beach, but some of the hotels in town still have swimming pools.


Eat like a local. You’ll notice that local Mexicans eat most of their meals at taco stands and hole-in-the-wall spots. This is where you’ll find the cheapest prices and usually the most delicious and authentic food. Don’t be afraid to ask the locals for their favorite places to eat. This may direct you to restaurants outside of the main tourist areas where you’ll find cheaper prices and a truer Mexican experience.


Take advantage of public beaches. All the beaches in Los Cabos (and the rest of the peninsula, for that matter) are public property. That means you don’t have to stay at an expensive resort to access its beach. The properties are legally required to provide public access to the beach, so even if a resort hasn’t allowed for access along the side of the hotel, most will let you go through the resort to get to the beach.


Get off the beaten path. Get out of the heavy tourist areas to avoid the big crowds and find affordable and more authentic restaurants and shops. Even venturing just one block off of the main tourist areas can make a big difference.


Avoid peak hours. The marina and downtown area of Cabo San Lucas become mayhem during the day when cruise ship passengers are on shore. The area becomes much more relaxed after 5pm when they’re back on the ship.


Get out of town. Day trips to explore the peninsula will give you a less-touristy experience (click here). Quaint colonial towns, vast deserted beaches, cascading waterfalls, natural hot springs, and premier coral reef diving are all just an hour or so away.





A reputable and long-established fishing charter in the region is Pisces Sportfishing (tel. 624/143-1288, toll-free U.S. tel. 877/286-7938, www.piscessportfishing.com). It’s located on the Cabo marina and has a huge fleet with a wide variety of options for charters. Also located at the marina is Picante Sportfishing (tel. 624/143-2474, www.picantesportfishing.com) with a large fleet of yachts and experienced charter captains.


Cabo Fishing and Tours (toll-free U.S. tel. 866/261-3872, www.cabofishings.com) can arrange fishing charters for first-time anglers, families, and serious anglers. It has party packages that start at US$450.


Offering a variety of packages that include lunch, transportation, fishing licenses, and live bait, Sushi Time Sport Fishing (tel. 624/147-5162, www.sushitimefishing.com) has a fleet of six super pangas. All reservations must be made through the website.



BOATING



Cabo Sails (tel. 624/355-6386, www.cabosails.com) is a sailing charter company specializing in private sailboat charters that can accommodate 2-20 guests. It also offers snorkeling, whale-watching, and sunset tours. Another option for sailing and boating is Cabo Sailing Ocean Adventures (tel. 624/143-8485, www.cabosailing.com). From sunset cruises to whale-watching to snorkel tours, it can arrange for private or group excursions.


In addition to the usual whale-watching and snorkeling trips, Pez Gato (tel. 624/143-3797, U.S. tel. 619/446-6339, www.pezgato.com) also offers sunset cruises like the “jazz and wine cruise” and a “fiesta dinner cruise” with open bar.


WHALE-WATCHING


Whale-watching is a popular activity in Cabo, as visitors have the opportunity to see humpbacks, blue whales, fin whales, sperm whales, and dolphins.


Whale Watch Cabo (Plaza Bonita, tel. 624/105-9336, www.whalewatchcabo.com) takes people out in smaller groups (10-12 people) and lets you get closer to the whales. The guides are marine biologists, and the company has a 100 percent sightings guarantee. Customers can choose from either Zodiac-style or covered boats. The 2.5-hour tours depart three times daily December 15-April 15, and start at US$89 for adults.


Cabo Trek (Paseo de la Marina, tel. 624/143-6242, www.cabodivetrek.com) also leads 2.5-hour whale-watching tours, starting at US$85 for adults and offered three times daily December 15-April 15. Multiday trips to visit the gray whales in Bahía Magdalena are also available.



S GOLF



Several world-class courses in Cabo attract golfers from all over the world. The courses wind through beautiful desert and mountain terrain with stunning ocean views. November-May is ideal for golfing because the temperatures are mild and there’s very little rain. Summer months can be too hot and bring tropical storms but, given this, prices are discounted and budget golfers are lured to the region during this time. Greens fees can be around US$300 during peak time. Teeing off during twilight hours costs close to half the regular price.


The Cabo San Lucas Country Club (tel. 624/143-4654, www.cabocountry.com) features a Dye-designed 18-hole golf course. Set among cacti and bougainvillea, this is the only golf course in the area that has views of Cabo’s famous El Arco.


For an exclusive golfing experience, Diamante (tel. 624/172-5812, www.diamantecabosanlucas.com) offers two courses. The Dunes course meanders through untouched sand dunes and was ranked 38th in Golf Magazine’s Top 100 Courses in the World. The new El Cardonal course was designed by Tiger Woods and offers long-range views of the Pacific Ocean.


With a stunning setting, Quivira Golf Club (toll-free U.S. tel. 800/990-8250, www.quiviragolfclub.com) has dramatic ocean views set among granite cliffs and sand dunes.


HORSEBACK AND CAMEL RIDES


It’s possible to do both horseback riding and camel riding on the beach in Cabo. If you want to go horseback riding and get off the beaten path, Cuadra San Francisco (Mexico 1 Km 19.5, tel. 624/144-0160, www.loscaboshorses.com) is a world-class equestrian center where travelers can go for longer horseback rides along the beach as well as on the trails of nearby hills and canyons. It can accommodate riders of all levels. Camel riding is offered through a couple of tour companies in the region, such as Cabo Adventures (tel. 624/173-9500, www.cabo-adventures.com) and Wild Canyon (tel. 624/144-4433, www.wildcanyon.com.mx).


SPAS


With affordable prices, Eden’s Spa (Calle Camino Real, tel. 624/143-0311, www.edenspacabo.com, 8am-8pm daily) is a full-service facility offering services like massages, facials, manicures, pedicures, and hot stones. With its location near Playa Médano, one of its popular services is a beach massage.


Located in Villa del Arco, The Desert Spa (Camino Viejo Km 0.5, tel. 624/145-7202) is popular because of the array of services it offers. The European-inspired spa has dozens of treatments like massages, facials, hydrotherapy, body wraps, and couples experiences. The large facility also has an adjacent fitness center.


On Playa Solmar, there are four different spa experiences run by Solmar Spa Collection (tel. 624/145-7575, www.solmarspacollection.com), ranging from serene indoor services to outdoor beach cabanas. It offers an extensive selection of high-end services. Treatments such as the couples moonlight oceanfront massage are meant to luxuriously pamper clients and deliver a uniquely memorable experience. Services and features vary between the spas but all bookings can be made on the website.


ENTERTAINMENT AND EVENTS


TOP EXPERIENCE



S NIGHTLIFE



The unofficial Cabo spring break headquarters is Mango Deck (tel. 624/144-4919 or 624/143-0901, www.mangodeckcabo.com, 7am-11pm daily), the happening place on Playa Médano for entertainment and drinks. Get there early in the day to grab a deck chair and listen to the emcee, who will guide you through a day’s worth of entertainment and contests. When you’re thirsty, there are two-for-one drink specials, or flag down “Big Johnson,” the tequila man, with a holster full of tequila and shot glasses. Mango Deck serves breakfast, lunch, and dinner in case you need to soak up some of the alcohol. Also on Playa Médano, and located at ME Cabo, is beach club Blue Marlin Ibiza (tel. 624/145-7800, www.bluemarlinibizaloscabos.com, 10am-midnight daily), formerly Nikki Beach Club, where the party takes place all day long around the pool and outdoor bar. Spring breakers will love this daytime poolside scene, as well as the DJs and parties at night.
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