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Excellent wretch! Perdition catch my soul

But I do love thee, and when I love thee not,

Chaos is come again.



Othello; III.iii.
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Othello the Moor was living proof that the colour of a man’s skin is less important than his courage and determination.

He had travelled widely, facing wonders and terrors in jungles and deserts. Captured and sold into slavery, he made his escape, and joined the army of the city state of Venice. His bravery and cool-headedness in battle won him steady promotion, until at last he was made a general.
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And then something totally unexpected happened. Othello fell in love with beautiful young Desdemona, daughter of Brabantio, a Venetian nobleman, and his love was returned. Years of soldiering had left Othello unprepared for love, and his new emotions almost overwhelmed him.

Desdemona and Othello married in secret, knowing that Brabantio would object because of the difference in their races. When their secret was revealed, Brabantio was bitterly angry – not least at the way in which his cherished daughter had deceived him – but he could do nothing to separate the lovers.
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Instead the Venetian Senate ordered Othello to take command of a garrison on the island of Cyprus, and he took his bride with him.
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