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PROLOGUE CLAUDIA TAPPER, author of this book/ 6th grade class president/ future singer-songwriter If you think about it, the Internet is pretty amazing. It’s basically one giant network with all of human existence on it. Plus a bunch of cat pictures.
(I googled “cute cat pic”—got 23,000,000 results) OMG ADORABLE!  << 1 >





	
			

			


But the Internet isn’t ALL good. Because human existence isn’t all good.
In fact, some of human existence is dark and horrible and disturbing.
This is why you have to be VERY CAREFUL about what you do online. For example, if you click on the wrong link and download a virus...you could destroy your whole computer. (This ACTUALLY HAPPENED to my grandmother.) INTERNET PRO TIP:  If you aren’t 100% sure where  a link/file came from,  DON’T CLICK ON IT  (or you could get a horrible virus)  (like my grandmother did) And if you upload the wrong thing,  or post something you shouldn’t, and it goes viral...you could destroy your whole life.
You might think I’m exaggerating. I’m not. I personally saw this happen just last month. And I decided to write this history as a warning to other kids about what NOT to do online. If you follow the “Internet Pro Tips” included at several points in this book, hopefully they’ll save you from having to << 2 





	
			

			


learn a whole bunch of valuable lessons the hard way.
like the one about   viruses on p. 2 Like my brother did.
REESE TAPPER, video game addict/soccer player/Internet disaster victim This was DEFS the craziest stuff that ever happened to me. And it was so fast! It’s, like, one minute I was playing MetaWorld, minding my own business, like, “La-la-la, nothinggoing on...” And the next minute, “KA-BLOOM!” It was like getting launched into space on a rocket. At first, it was awesome!
But then the rocket exploded.
That’s the scary thing about the Internet. You can get skronked  into a million pieces without even  leaving your bedroom.
not a real word  (Reese made it up)   (he does this a lot)   (it’s v. annoying) Reese = car Internet = tree << 3 





	
			

			


MOM AND DAD (Text messages copied from Dad’s phone) Claudia’s writing another oral history MOM = interviews with  everybody involved DAD Oh geez. What’s it about this time?
The whole Internet nightmare I’m okay with that.
Srsly?????
Why not? Seems like good teachable moment We’ll look totally clueless about what our kids are doing online!
So what? All parents are clueless I WORK AT A TECH COMPANY I’M NOT SUPPOSED TO BE CLUELESS ABOUT THIS STUFF if  y o u  a r e  r e ad i n g   t his  a n d  w o rk   wit h  my  m o m ,   S H E  I S  V.  B RI LL I A N T  B U S I N E S S P E R S O N  W H O  I S  TOTA LLY  O N  TO P  O F  EV E R Y T H I NG Just make sure nobody you work with reads the book << 4 >





	
			

			


CHAPTER 1 I MIGHT HAVE JUST WRITTEN  A HIT SONG Basically, you were trying  CLAUDIA It all started when I wrote  a song. Then I posted it online.  Because I was hoping it would go  viral, and millions of people  would listen to it and turn it  into a massive hit.
REESE to get famous.
CLAUDIA I guess so. But not in a gross way.  I’m not one of those people who’s totally into herself and desperate for attention,  so she vlogs every day on MeVid about  her shoes, or her nail polish, or how  her dog barfed in the car on the way  to the vet.
<< 5 >





	
			

			


ANNA BANANAS: world’s most annoying  MeVid vlogger (13,000,000 subscribers) (ugh!)   (+ ep where her dog barfed was DISGUSTING) RING RING RING BANANAPHONE LOL!!
AnnaBananas  3,385,204 Views For me, it’s all about my music.  The only way I’d ever want to get  famous is by creating amazing songs  (or getting  elected president  that people love. And I work VERY   of U.S.A.— hard at it. I’ve been takingguitar   but that is a   whole other  lessons for almost three years, and   story) (which  I try to practice an hour every day.
  you can read in  THE TAPPER TWINS RUN FOR PRESIDENT) REESE You’re for sure getting better. Like, I  used to hear you practice and think, “Is she  playing that guitar? Or just chewing on the strings? ’Cause that does NOT sound like music.” << 6 >





	
			

			


But lately, I’m more like, “Hey, I think (sarcasm) that’s an actual song.” CLAUDIA Thanks, Reese. I’m SO glad you don’t think it sounds like I’m chewing on my guitar strings.
REESE Not as glad as I am. My bedroom’s right next to yours. And the walls are mad thin.
CLAUDIA FYI, Reese and I live in New York City. Which is very inspiring, because a LOT of famous singer-songwriters have lived here. For example, John Lennon of the Beatles used to live just thirteen and a half blocks from our apartment on the Upper West Side.
T H E  D A K O T A :   v .  f a m o u s  a p t  b l d g  w h e r e  J o h n  L e n n o n  i v e u s e d  t o  l our non-famous  bldg is 13.5 blocks  that way << 7 >





	
			

			


And according to OMG Celebrities In The Wild!, my absolutely favorite singer songwriter of all time, Miranda Fleet, just bought an apartment downtown for 20 million dollars. Which is completely crazy. It seems like if you spend 20 million dollars, you should get the whole building.
MIRANDA FLEET’S $20 MILLION APARTMENT $5M living room?
$3M kitchen?
$2M guest bathroom?
Anyway, not only have I worked incredibly hard on my guitar skills, but I’ve been writing tons of songs lately. The one I posted online, “Windmill,” was the tenth song I’d written just that week.
<< 8 >





	
			

			


This is because whenever I have majorly intense feelings I don’t know how to deal with, I write songs about them to try to get my head straight. And I was in serious emotional pain that whole week. I’m not going to discuss why, because it’s personal and nobody’s business.
SOPHIE KOH, best friend of Claudia Claudia, you HAVE to discuss it!  You’re still hurting inside! You need to talk it out!
PARVATI GUPTA, second-best friend of Claudia OMG, Claude, you TOTALLY have to! Not only that, you DEFS need to call out Jens for how insanely cruel he was to you.
CARMEN GUTIERREZ, other second-best friend of Claudia Seriously. You’re writing this book to teach people important lessons, right? Well, you know what’s an incredibly important lesson that every boy on earth should learn?
“DON’T BREAK UP WITH SOMEBODY IN A TEXT MESSAGE!” << 9 >





	
			

			


Okay, fine. I will discuss the breakup. CLAUDIA But just for a second.
PARVATI More than that! Make it a whole chapter!
SOPHIE Totally. It should be its own chapter.
CLAUDIA Ugh! Fine.
<< 10 >





	
			

			


CHAPTER 2 JENS KUYPERS  BROKE UP WITH ME  IN A TEXT MESSAGE “Jens” is  pronounced “Yens”  (he is from the Netherlands) (where J’s sound like Y’s) CLAUDIA Jens Kuypers and I went  out for about four months.  And we had gotten pretty  close. So I really thought  I knew him as a person.
Which is why it was basically devastating when he randomly texted me  on a Tuesday night and broke up with me.
RELATIONSHIP INTERNET PRO TIP:  NEVER BREAK UP WITH SOMEONE IN A TEXT MESSAGE!
Since Jens has only lived in America for about six months, and his English still isn’t great, at first I didn’t really understand what he was saying.
<< 11 >





	
			

			


JENS AND CLAUDIA (text messages) Ok to just be friends from now?  What??
I just want to be ur friend.  Not boyfriend Are you srsly breaking up with me in a text?
Is it ok? Calling u on FaceTime Y aren’t you answering???
JENS Sorry cant talk lots of homework tonight Ok if we talk tmrw before science class? << 12 >





	
			

			


No Not ok We need to talk NOW Sorry really busy. Had soccer game earlier I cant believe this R u mad CLAUDIA For the record, “mad” does not really come close to describing how I felt. It was other 90% of  maybe 10% of my total feelings.
feelings were:  -shocked REESE  -betrayed   -confused You were SO sad after that    -sad breakup! I felt so bad for you, I    -barfy    -heartbroken tried to get Mom and Dad to get a     -MURDEROUSLY  puppy to cheer you up.
    RAGEFUL CLAUDIA You were just using my breakup as an << 13 >





	
			

			


excuse! You’ve been trying to get Mom and Dad to get us a puppy for YEARS.
REESE I know. But I still felt bad for you.
PARVATI Jens was just the worst. And I STILL think you should get back at him by posting that totally embarrassing pic on your ClickChat page.
CLAUDIA I’d never do that. No matter how much he deserves it. It’s just too mean.
I WOULD NEVER POST THIS INCREDIBLY EMBARRASSING PHOTO OF JENS ONLINE << 14 





	
			

			


On the bright side, though, you DID  CARMEN get an awesome song out of it.
CLAUDIA Like I said, I wrote a lot of  songs about the breakup. But  “Windmill” was definitely the best.  It had an awesome riff, and the  chorus (“One day you’re up and the  next day you’re down / Life is like  a windmill going round and round...”)  was super catchy.
So I kind of suspected it was  good. But I didn’t realize HOW good  until I played it for my guitar  teacher, Randy.
RANDY RHOADS, Claudia’s guitar  teacher I’m not jiving you, kid.  “Windmill” is a HOT song.
CLAUDIA Randy is from the 1970s FULL LIST OF BREAKUP SONGS I WROTE:  -Devastated -It’s Over -Brown Eyes,    Black Heart -Deleted (aka    The Swipe    Left Song) -Textless -Jens Is a Yerk   (WARNING:    explicit lyrics) -Empty Vest -Brand New Me -Windmill But you say that about all my songs.
<< 15 >





	
			

			


RANDY THE GUITAR TEACHER   (he rocks!) (esp for someone his age) RANDY Well, yeah. But...I’m a guitar teacher. Being encouraging is half the gig. So even if some cat brings in a tune that makes me want to stab myself in the ear with a pencil, I gotta be all, “Great job, kiddo! Keep at it!” CLAUDIA Umm...this is actually kind of awkward. How many of MY songs have made you want to stab yourself in the ear with a pencil?
<< 16 >





	
			

			


RANDY Don’t go there, kid. We’re just talking “Windmill” right now. Which is HOT! No jive. That song could be on the radio.
CLAUDIA After Randy told me it was great  and helped me write a bridge for it,  I played “Windmill” for my friends  while we were all on a ClickChat  video hangout.
And they pretty much loved it.
bridge = part in mid-song that’s different from the rest of  the song SOPHIE If that song came up on a playlist, I would DEFINITELY check to see who the artist was. And I would get ALL her songs.
PARVATI OMG IT WAS THE MOST AMAZING SONG EVER!
I was like, “I can’t believe this! You’re going to be a star! And I’m going to be in your entourage! SQUEEEEEE!” CLAUDIA even been thinking about putting “Windmill” Until my friends heard it, I hadn’t << 17 >





	
			

			


online. I knew for a fact that my idol, Miranda Fleet, didn’t start putting songs out until she was fourteen. So I figured I should wait until I was at least in seventh grade.
three of my friends told me I absolutely had to put it out there and get huge.
But after I played it for them, all So I did.
<< 18 >





	
			

			


( m e ) ( h u g e n e s s ) CHAPTER 3 GETTING HUGE IS MUCH  HARDER THAN IT LOOKS CLAUDIA The first thing I had to do was make a video. Because on the Internet, you can’t just ask people to listen to a song—you have to give them something to look at while they’re listening.
Carmen is very artistic, and she agreed to direct the video for me.
CARMEN I’ve been wanting to get into filmmaking for a while. So this was a great opportunity. And it was kind of a challenge. Because you wouldn’t let me show your face in the video.
CLAUDIA I didn’t want Carmen putting my face in the video because A) I wanted to keep the focus on the music, and B) sometimes when I play guitar, I scrunch up my eyes in a weird-looking way, and I didn’t want people seeing that and trolling me for it.
<< 19 >





	
			

			


It’s hilarious when you make that guitar REESE face! You look like you’re pooping!
CLAUDIA This is EXACTLY what I mean by “trolling.” Instead offilming me playing the song, Carmen shot close-ups of my hands playing the guitar. Then she intercut those with shots of a pinwheel that we filmed on the roof garden of my building.
STILL FRAME FROM “WINDMILL” MUSIC VIDEO The video turned out great. And Carmen was totally right that a pinwheel was just as good as an actual windmill. So I’d like to officially apologize to her for the fight we got into about that.
<< 20 >





	
			

			


CARMEN It’s all good. I mean, it’s not like I didn’t WANT to use a real windmill. It’s just that it’s basically impossible to find them in New York City. And when you do, they don’t look like windmills.
ACTUAL NYC WINDMILLS (not very windmill-like) CLAUDIA After Carmen finished the “Windmill” video and all I had to do was upload it to MeVid, I got incredibly nervous. Because the way my friends were talking, this video was going to be MAJOR. And it seemed like once I put it online, my whole life might change forever.
<< 21 >>
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