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How to Use This Book



ABOUT THE CAMPGROUND PROFILES


The campgrounds are listed in a consistent, easy-to-read format to help you choose the ideal camping spot. If you already know the name of the specific campground you want to visit, or the name of the surrounding geological area or nearby feature (town, national or state park, forest, mountain, lake, river, etc.), look it up in the index and turn to the corresponding page. Here is a sample profile:
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ABOUT THE ICONS



The icons in this book are designed to provide at-a-glance information on activities, facilities, and services available on-site or within walking distance of each campground.
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	Hiking trails
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	Biking trails
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	Swimming
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	Fishing
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	Boating






	[image: Image]

	Canoeing and/or kayaking
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	Winter sports
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	Hot springs
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	Pets permitted
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	Playground
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	Wheelchair accessible
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	5 Percent Club
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	RV sites
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	Tent sites









ABOUT THE SCENIC RATING


Each campground profile employs a scenic rating on a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being the least scenic and 10 being the most scenic. A scenic rating measures only the overall beauty of the campground and environs; it does not take into account noise level, facilities, maintenance, recreation options, or campground management. The setting of a campground with a lower scenic rating may simply not be as picturesque that of as a higher rated campground, however other factors that can influence a trip, such as noise or recreation access, can still affect or enhance your camping trip. Consider both the scenic rating and the profile description before deciding which campground is perfect for you.
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Author’s Note



“Moving is the closest thing to being free,” wrote Billy Joe Shaver, an old Texas cowboy songwriter.


He got it.


It’s not just the getaway destinations, adventures, and array of sights that makes roaming the West the greatest RV adventure in America. It’s the way it makes you feel inside when you’re on the road, the anticipation of the trip ahead, all the hopes and dreams that inspire road trips across the West—it’s the closest thing to being free.


I understand these feelings. I’ve traveled more than a million miles across Washington, Oregon, and California in the past 30 years. Although I love hiking, boating, and fishing, the real underlying force is staying on the move, roaming around, free, always curious to see what is around the next bend in the road.


All along the Pacific Coast, from Mission Bay near San Diego to Orcas Island near the Canadian border north of the Olympic Peninsula, you can discover a series of beautiful park campgrounds that seem perfectly spaced for the trip. One of the greatest road trips anywhere is Highway 1 on the coast, the best of it venturing north along the slow, curving two-laner from Morro Bay to Fort Bragg, California. In the fall, the road is largely free of traffic, the skies often clear of fog, and the bluff-top perches furnish a procession of stunning views of the rocky coast, with unpeopled foothills on one side and an ocean that stretches to forever on the other. Traveling slowly, you’ll discover, can be ecstasy.


Another option is to cruise up and down I-5, and then make side junctures into the Sierra Nevada in California, the Cascade Range in Oregon and Washington, or even a trip on a ferry boat out from Anacortes or Port Angeles in Washington to tour the San Juan Islands. Yosemite National Park is the No. 1 destination for most. Some of nature’s most perfect artwork has been created in Yosemite and the adjoining eastern Sierra near Mammoth Lakes, as well as some of the most profound natural phenomena imaginable.


Cruising U.S. 395 along the Eastern Sierra is a preferred alternative for many, with the opportunity for easy side trips to many lakes. They include Bridgeport Reservoir, the June lakes, the Mammoth lakes, Convict Lake, and Crowley Lake. In addition, almost every lake’s outlet stream provides prospects. This region has it all: beauty, variety, and a chance at the fish of a lifetime. There is also access to the Ansel Adams Wilderness, which features Banner and Ritter Peaks, and lakes filled with fish.


Oregon and Washington feature similar stellar destinations, from pristine Crater Lake, a legend for its cobalt-blue waters, on north to Baker Lake in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest in Washington. These are just a handful amid more than a thousand lakes that provide RV access in Washington, Oregon, and California.
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There’s one catch. To make a road trip work, you have to be able to find a spot to stop every night. That’s why this book is a must-have for every RV owner. You’ll never get stuck again. One of the worst feelings imaginable is cruising down the road in the early evening without a clue where you will park for the night, without any knowledge of the array of spots available. I call that being a prisoner of hope. My advice is to never hope your way through a vacation.
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This book details more than 2,300 campgrounds and parks with RV sites. The listings, directions, facilities, and highlights are far more detailed than any RV guide. To win your trust, we have done everything possible to make this book the most accurate guide in this field; every entry has been cross-checked with rangers and the owners of RV parks by our research editors.


Regardless, things are always changing at RV parks and camps, and getting it right in a book requires year-round vigilance. Most commonly, prices go up. The prices in this book are the most up-to-date possible, but if price is the bottom-line concern, always verify prior to your visit.


Some of the highlights of this book include:


• More than 2,300 campgrounds and parks for RV camping. These include sites in privately owned RV parks; local, county, state, and national parks; national forests; and, in some rare cases, land managed by the Bureau of Land Management and Washington Department of Natural Resources.


• More than 30 detailed maps.


• Directions that are written as if a passenger is reading them aloud to the person driving, making them extremely driver-friendly.


• Detailed information about each campground’s facilities, fees, reservation policies, setting, and nearby recreation options.


• Icons that quickly identify activities available at each site.


• Up-to-date, fact-checked information.


• Not included are sites that are extremely remote, very difficult to reach, or where the access road is extremely narrow or twisty.


Over the years, I have received many comments from campers, rangers, and park owners about what they are looking for in an RV guidebook. That is exactly what we are delivering in this book. After all, this is my full-time job. I understand how seriously people take their trips and what you need to know to make your trips work, every time.


The road, as songwriter Robert Earl Keen says, goes on forever and more Americans are fulfilling their dream of taking to the highway. You can roam for just a day or two. Or you can just keep on going. Adventures are good for the soul—they can bond people for life. Adventures also make you feel good inside. Billy Joe Shaver was right; moving really is the closest thing to being free.


—Tom Stienstra



Best RV Parks and Campgrounds



Can’t decide where to stay this weekend? Following are some of my favorite spots:


B Scenic Campgrounds


WASHINGTON


Fort Flagler State Park, The Olympic Peninsula and Washington Coast, tap here.


Kalaloch, The Olympic Peninsula and Washington Coast, tap here.


Pacific Beach State Park, The Olympic Peninsula and Washington Coast, tap here.


Fay Bainbridge Park, The Olympic Peninsula and Washington Coast, tap here.


Moran State Park Ferry-In, Seattle and the Puget Sound, tap here.


Camano Island State Park, Seattle and the Puget Sound, tap here.


Panorama Point, The Northern Cascades, tap here.


Kamloops Island, Northeastern Washington, tap here.


OREGON


Honey Bear Campground & RV Resort, The Oregon Coast, tap here.


Cove Creek, The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Hood, tap here.


Paul Dennis, The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Hood, tap here.


Anthony Lakes, Northeastern Oregon, tap here.


North Waldo, The Southern Cascades, tap here.


Lava Lake, The Southern Cascades, tap here.


CALIFORNIA


Camino Cove, Tahoe and the Northern Sierra, tap here.


Emerald Bay State Park and Boat-In, Tahoe and the Northern Sierra, tap here.


Seacliff State Beach, Monterey and Big Sur, tap here.


Lower Pines and Upper Pines, Yosemite and Mammoth Lakes, tap here and tap here.


Doheny State Beach, San Diego and Vicinity, tap here.


B Families


WASHINGTON


Kitsap Memorial State Park, The Olympic Peninsula and Washington Coast, tap here.


KOA Lynden/Bellingham, Seattle and the Puget Sound, tap here.


Bay View State Park, Seattle and the Puget Sound, tap here.


Leavenworth/Pine Village KOA, The Northern Cascades, tap here.


Ellensburg KOA, The Northern Cascades, tap here.


Curlew Lake State Park, Northeastern Washington, tap here.


Shore Acres Resort, Northeastern Washington, tap here.


Henley’s Silver Lake Resort, The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Rainier, tap here.


Yakima Sportsman State Park, Southeastern Washington, tap here.



OREGON



Fort Stevens State Park, The Oregon Coast, tap here.


Honey Bear Campground & RV Resort, The Oregon Coast, tap here.


Cascade Locks Marine Park, The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Hood, tap here.


Hoover and Hoover Group, The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Hood, tap here.


Twin Lakes Resort, The Southern Cascades, tap here.


Indian Mary Park, The Southern Cascades, tap here.


Abbott Creek, The Southern Cascades, tap here.


Lake of the Woods Resort, The Southern Cascades, tap here.


Drews Creek, Southeastern Oregon, tap here.


CALIFORNIA


Elk Prairie, Redwood Empire, tap here.


Lake Siskiyou Resort & Camp, Shasta and Trinity, tap here.


Rancho Seco Recreation Area, Sacramento and Gold Country, tap here.


Silver Lake West, Tahoe and the Northern Sierra, tap here.


Lake Alpine Campground, Tahoe and the Northern Sierra, tap here.


Historic Camp Richardson Resort, Tahoe and the Northern Sierra, tap here.


Pine Cliff Resort, Yosemite and Mammoth Lakes, tap here.


Dorst Creek, Sequoia and Kings Canyon, tap here.


Serrano, Los Angeles and Vicinity, tap here.


B Fishing


WASHINGTON


Coppermine Bottom, The Olympic Peninsula and Washington Coast, tap here.


West Beach Resort Ferry-In, Seattle and the Puget Sound, tap here.


Pearrygin Lake State Park, The Northern Cascades, tap here.


Chopaka Lake, Northeastern Washington, tap here.


Conconully State Park, Northeastern Washington, tap here.


Rock Lakes, Northeastern Washington, tap here.


Long Lake, Northeastern Washington, tap here.


Offut Lake Resort, The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Rainier, tap here.


Mossyrock Park, The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Rainier, tap here.


Silver Lake Motel and Resort, The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Rainier, tap here.


Potholes State Park, Southeastern Washington, tap here.


OREGON


Waldport/Newport KOA, The Oregon Coast, tap here.


Port of Siuslaw RV Park and Marina, The Oregon Coast, tap here.


Carter Lake, The Oregon Coast, tap here.


Trillium Lake, The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Hood, tap here.


Gone Creek, The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Hood, tap here.


Pelton, The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Hood, tap here.


Belknap Hot Springs Resort, The Southern Cascades, tap here.


Mallard Marsh, The Southern Cascades, tap here.


Trapper Creek, The Southern Cascades, tap here.


Dog Lake, Southeastern Oregon, tap here.



CALIFORNIA



Panther Flat, Redwood Empire, tap here


Hirz Bay, Shasta and Trinity, tap here.


Almanor North, South, and Legacy, Lassen and Modoc, tap here.


Snug Harbor Resort, Sacramento and Gold Country, tap here.


Lake Pardee Marina, Sacramento and Gold Country, tap here.


Camanche Lake North, Sacramento and Gold Country, tap here.


Upper Soda Springs, Yosemite and Mammoth Lakes, tap here.


Convict Lake, Yosemite and Mammoth Lakes, tap here.


Campland on the Bay, San Diego and Vicinity, tap here.


B Hiking


WASHINGTON


Campbell Tree Grove, The Olympic Peninsula and Washington Coast, tap here.


Moran State Park Ferry-In, Seattle and the Puget Sound, tap here.


Silver Fir, The Northern Cascades, tap here.


Mount Spokane State Park, Northeastern Washington, tap here.


Lower Falls, The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Rainier, tap here.


Beacon Rock State Park, The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Rainier, tap here.


OREGON


Nehalem Falls, The Oregon Coast, tap here.


Cape Lookout State Park, The Oregon Coast, tap here.


Cape Blanco State Park, The Oregon Coast, tap here.


Eagle Creek, The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Hood, tap here.


Toll Gate, The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Hood, tap here.


Belknap Hot Springs Resort, The Southern Cascades, tap here.


Boulder Flat, The Southern Cascades, tap here.


Natural Bridge, The Southern Cascades, tap here.


Aspen Point, The Southern Cascades, tap here.


CALIFORNIA


Summit Lake: North, South, and Stock Corral, Lassen and Modoc, tap here.


D. L. Bliss State Park, Tahoe and the Northern Sierra, tap here.


Tuolumne Meadows, Yosemite and Mammoth Lakes, tap here.


Manker Flats, Los Angeles and Vicinity, tap here.



RV Camping Tips



Many paths, one truth: There are nearly 40 styles of RVs in use, from the high-end 60-footers that resemble touring buses for rock stars, to the popular cab-over campers on pick-up trucks, to the pop-up trailers that can be towed by a small sedan. Regardless of what kind of rig you use, all share one similarity when you prepare for a trip: You must have good tires, brakes, and a cooling system for your engine.


During your trip, check fluid levels with every gas fill-up. These checks should include engine oil, brake fluid, engine coolant, transmission fluid, and power-steering fluid.


While these lists do not cover every imaginable item, they do serve as a checklist for primary items and a starting point to create your own list. My suggestion is to add items to these pages that are vital for your own vehicle.


BASIC MAINTENANCE


Here’s a checklist for primary items; make sure that you have these and that they are in good working order before you go. Also be sure all mandatory routine maintenance is performed prior to your trip.


• All owner’s manuals


• Batteries


• Brakes and brake fluid


• Cooling system and coolant


• Electrical system, lights


• Emergency flashers


• Fire extinguisher


• Gas filter


• Heater and air conditioner


• Lube


• Oil and filter


• Power-steering fluid


• Proof of insurance and registration


• Road service card


• Shocks


• Tire-changing equipment


• Tires (check air pressure, including spare tire)


• Transmission fluid


• Wheel bearings


Self-contained RVs


• Awning


• Dump valve and sewer hose


• Electrical system


• Extra battery if camping without hookups


• Fuses, including for slide-out motor


• Gray water tank and panel monitor


• Landing gear


• Lights


• Lube rollers or slider plates at the end of rams for slide-out rooms
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driving through Joshua Tree National Park in California





• Pilot light


• Power converter


• Propane gas


• Refrigerator


• Stabilizer jacks


• Stove


• Toilet chemical and RV toilet paper


• Water system


• Windows and shades


Trailers and Fifth Wheels


• Lights


• Lube


• Perfect fit at tow junction


• Safety chains


• Self-adjusting brakes


• Wheel bearings


Safety on the Road


When you start your vehicle and then head down the road for a winter vacation—or in the high Sierra year-round—you may wonder, “What did I forget this time?”


The answer for some might be “plenty.”


Engine trouble, tires and chains, road conditions, verified directions, and personal safety are all factors in road trips. Many people think they can handle whatever is thrown at them on a vacation. But what actually happens is that they are rewarded or punished for their level of preparation. To ensure you experience the former, rather than the latter, follow these simple tips before you head out on the road:


Verify directions: Just because Google Maps provides directions does not mean they are correct. Get independent verification of every destination and carry a detailed road map. Keep in mind that many Forest Service roads close in winter. For out-of-towners looking at a detailed map, it might appear that these roads could provide an alternate route; however, they could become a nightmare after a wrong turn at night for those unfamiliar with the area.


Check road conditions and weather: Just as pilots do, obtain all available information before taking off on your trip. Start by calling the state transportation agency road condition hot line or checking their information online. Detailed weather reports and forecasts are often available through newspaper websites.


Determine snow levels: If you’re driving into the mountains in a storm, you can calculate the snow levels by subtracting 3.5 degrees for every 1,000 feet you gain in elevation. The magic number when snow starts to stick is usually 34°F. So if you’re heading to Tahoe, it’s raining in Sacramento (elevation 25 feet), and the temperature is 50°F, you will hit snow at an elevation of roughly 4,500 feet as you head up the Sierra.


Tires and chains: Never hope your way through a storm. Make sure your tires are in good condition and inflated properly. Carry the correct chains for your vehicle and know how to put them on so that doing so is fast and easy—don’t think you can whip through anything. Even then, accelerate very cautiously uphill (when most spinouts occur), and brake very slowly; skids are the product of torque, not speed.


Get your vehicle checked: People often put undeserved trust in their vehicles these days, with the broad-brush assumption that paying a high price guarantees flawless operation. Unfortunately not. At the minimum, make sure your battery and oil are fresh, and brakes in perfect condition. (Hah! Back in the day, we didn’t trust anything to work right and it seemed everybody had a coat hanger and duct tape to keep things together.)


Fuel up: Never set out at night or into bad weather without a full tank of gas. The worst traffic jams are caused when someone in a line of cars runs out of gas in a blizzard, then leaves their vehicle parked in the road to walk into town.


Emergency road equipment: Check to make sure you have complete tire-changing equipment (and know how to use it), emergency flashers, spotlight and cell phone, and that your spare tire is inflated. Other musts: a flashlight, a knife, and duct tape (hey, it still comes in handy!).


Never split up: Families should always stay together. According to a wise gent named Aristotle, “When two go upon journey, one sees before the other.” If two adults split up, an individual, on their own, might not see the way out of trouble, and in addition, each adult might lose half of their reasoning power.


Personal safety: Don’t put yourself in position for something bad to happen. If you feel that an area might be dangerous, then leave. Do not expect yourself to rise to the occasion. You will instead default to your level of training.


Ask directions: Nobody can explain this, but a lot of guys simply will not ask for directions. A key is to never ask directions at a gas station or a convenience store. The best bet is to stop at a restaurant, order dinner, and let the waitress work on your question.
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Use bear-proof containers to protect your campsite.





File a trip plan: Again, just as pilots do, leave a trip plan and itinerary with a friend or family member back home. Then, if a search is necessary, they have a locator and timeline to shorten the search.


FOOD AND COOKING


When it comes to food, you are only limited by your imagination. So there is no reason to ever settle for less than what is ideal for you. Add to this list as necessary.


• Bottled water and drinks


• Can opener


• Charcoal


• Coffee maker and filters


• Cooking utensils


• Ice chest


• Kitchen towels


• Knives, forks, spoons


• Matches or lighters


• Napkins and paper towels


• Pots, pans, plates, glasses


• Primary foods for breakfasts, lunches, and dinners


• Seasonings, pepper and salt, spices


• Trash bags


• Wash rack and detergent


Protection Against Food Raiders


Bears, raccoons, and even blue jays specialize in the food-raiding business at camps. Bears, in particular, can be a real problem for people new to RV camping at parks with high bear populations. In rare cases, bears have even been known to break into unattended RVs in the pursuit of human goodies, especially Swiss Miss, Tang, butter, eggs, and ice cream. Raccoons can chew tiny holes in tents and destroy picnic baskets in their search. I’ve seen jays land on plastic bags hanging from tree limbs, rigged from rope as bear-proof food hangs, and then poke a hole in the plastic to get meat sticks. There are answers, of course. In the past few years, programs have been established at many state and national parks to reduce incidents with bears. The real problem, of course, is not bears, but the careless people who create incidents by not properly storing their food and disposing of garbage.


In areas with high bear density, owners of small truck campers or pop-up camper trailers can use a bear-proof food hang or bear-proof food canisters. When creating a bear-proof food hang, use the counter-balance method with either double plastic bags or canvas bags. If no tree limb is suitable for the counter-balance method for a bear-proof food hang, put all your food in a double bag, hoist it up to a limb, and then tie the end off on a different tree.


Observe the following rules for proper food storage and disposal:


• Always use wildlife-proof metal food lockers available at major park campgrounds


• Do not leave food unattended on picnic tables or in camp


• Do not leave garbage unattended in camp


• Dispose of all garbage properly each day


• Do not leave food bags, cups, or anything that may appear as food within view of a bear who might peer into the window of an RV


• Do not put food inside a vehicle, under a vehicle, in a tent, or in a “hiding place”


• Report all aggressive bears to rangers


SLEEPING


Some things can’t be compromised—ever. This is one of them. You must guarantee that you will get a good night’s sleep. Your sleeping setup, whether in a bed or in a sleeping bag on a pad, must guarantee that you will be comfy, clean, dry, and warm—no matter what.


The problems RVers encounter come from two primary sources: lack of privacy and light intrusion. The lack of privacy stems from the natural restrictions of where a land yacht can go. Motor-home owners can often find themselves in parking-lot settings, jammed in with plenty of neighbors. Because RVs often have large picture windows, you lose your privacy, causing some late nights; then, come daybreak, light intrusion forces an early wake up. As a result, you get shorted on your sleep.


The answer is to carry inserts to fit over the inside of your windows. These close off the outside and retain your privacy. And if you don’t want to wake up with the sun at daybreak, you don’t have to. It will still be dark.


To ensure a good night’s sleep, start by making sure that the RV is level and solid, and then make sure that you have these essentials:


• Bed: sheets, blankets, or sleeping bag


• Blackout screens over windows


• Emergency ear plugs (snorers! hah!)


• Favorite pillows


• Sleeping surface: bed mattress, air bed, or foam pad


• Tent for children with foam pads, sleeping bags, and pillows


RECREATION


The most popular outdoor recreation activities on the West Coast are hiking, biking, wildlife-watching, swimming, fishing, golfing, boating, kayaking and canoeing, and hunting. America’s wildlands are home to a remarkable abundance of fish and wildlife. Your RV camping adventures will evolve into premium outdoor experiences if you can work in a few good hikes and fishing trips.


For this checklist, you may wish to cross off items for activities that you do not take part in and add items essential for your favorites.


• Beach chair and towels


• Bike and tire repair kit


• Binoculars


• Boat with required safety equipment


• Camera, fresh battery, digital card or film


• Daypack


• Fishing rod, reel with fresh line, tackle, fishing license with appropriate tags, and state rulebook


• Flashlight and batteries


• Golf clubs and balls


• Hat


• Hiking boots and SmartWool (or equivalent) socks


• Identification guides


• Life vests


• Maps


• Rifle or shotgun with ammunition, hunting license with tags, and hunting regulations


• Sandals


• Sunglasses


• Sunscreen


• Swimsuit


Hiking


SELECTING THE RIGHT BOOTS


Every hiker eventually conducts a search for the perfect boot in the mission for ideal foot comfort and freedom from blisters. While there are many entries in this search, there is a way to find that perfect boot for you.




[image: Image]


Hiking shoes are perfect for short treks to day-long trips.





Here are the different kinds of hiking footwear:


Hiking boots: Hiking boots can resemble low-cut leather/Gore-Tex hunting boots or Gore-Tex walking shoes. They are designed for day walks or short backpacking trips; for day hiking, they are the footwear of choice for most.


On the negative side, traction can be far from good on steep, slippery surfaces and they provide less than ideal ankle support, which can be a problem in rocky areas, such as along a stream where you might want to go trout fishing. For more support and traction, hunting boots or mountaineering boots might be your best bet.


Athletic shoes: Athletic shoes are frequently featherlight, so the long-term wear on your legs is minimal. For many short walks, they are ideal. For those with very strong feet and arches, they are popular even on multi-day trips that require only a small pack.


But there can be many problems with such a shoe. On steep sections, you can lose your footing, slip, and fall. If you stub your toe, you have little protection, and it hurts like heck. If you try to carry a backpack and don’t have a strong arch, your arch can collapse or, at the minimum, overstress your ankles and feet. In addition, heavy socks usually are not a good fit in these lightweight shoes; if you go with a thin cotton sock and it folds over, you can rub up a blister in minutes.


BLISTERS


The key to treating blisters is fast work at the first sign of a hot spot. If you feel a hot spot, never keep walking, figuring that the problem will go away or that you will work through it. Wrong! Stop immediately and go to work.


Before you remove your socks, check to see if the sock has a wrinkle in it, a likely cause of the problem. If so, either change socks or pull them tight, removing the tiny folds, after taking care of the blister.


To take care of the blister, cut a piece of moleskin to cover the offending toe, securing the moleskin with white medical tape. If moleskin is not available, small Band-Aids can do the job, but these have to be replaced daily, and sometimes with even more frequency. At night, clean your feet and sleep without socks. That will allow your feet to dry and heal.


To stay blister-free, the most important factors are socks and boot flexibility. If there is any foot slippage from a thin sock or a stiff boot, you can rub up a blister in minutes.


Fishing


GEAR ESSENTIALS


Your fishing tackle selection should be as simple and clutter-free as possible. At home, I scan my tackle boxes for equipment and lures, make my selections, and bring just the essentials. Rod, reel, and tackle will fit into a side pocket of my backpack or a small carrying bag.


So what kind of rod should be used on an outdoor trip? For most anglers, I suggest the use of a light, multipiece spinning rod that will break down to a small size. The lowest-priced, quality six-piece rod on the market is the Daiwa 6.5-foot pack rod, number 6752, which is made of a graphite/glass composite that gives it the quality of a much more expensive model. And it comes in a hard plastic carrying tube for protection. Other major rod manufacturers, such as Fenwick, offer similar premium rods. It’s tough to miss with any of them.
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medium plugs





The use of graphite/glass composites in fishing rods has made them lighter and more sensitive, yet stronger. The only downside to graphite as a rod material is that it can be brittle. If you rap your rod against something, it can crack or cause a weak spot. That weak spot can eventually snap under even light pressure, like setting a hook or casting. Of course, a bit of care will prevent that from ever occurring.


If you haven’t bought a fishing reel in some time, you will be surprised at the quality and price of micro spinning reels on the market. The reels come tiny and strong, with rear-control drag systems. Among others, Abu, Cardinal, Shimano, Sigma all make premium reels. They’re worth it. With your purchase, you’ve just bought a reel that will last for years and years.


The one downside to spinning reels is that after long-term use, the bail spring will weaken. As a result, after casting and beginning to reel, the bail will sometimes not flip over and allow the reel to retrieve the line. Then you have to do it by hand. This can be incredibly frustrating, particularly when stream fishing, where instant line pickup is essential. The solution is to have a new bail spring installed every few years. This is a cheap, quick operation for a tackle expert.


You might own a giant tackle box filled with lures but, on your fishing trip, you are better off to fit just the essentials into a small container. One of the best ways to do that is to use the Plano Micro-Magnum 3414, a tiny two-sided tackle box for trout anglers that fits into a shirt pocket. In mine, I can fit 20 lures in one side of the box and 20 flies, splitshot, and snap swivels in the other. For bass lures, which are bigger, you need a slightly larger box, but the same principle applies.


There are more fishing lures on the market than you can imagine, but a few special ones can do the job. I make sure these are in my box on every trip. For trout, I carry a small black Panther Martin spinner with yellow spots, a small gold Kastmaster, a yellow Roostertail, a gold Z-Ray with red spots, a Super Duper, and a Mepps Lightning spinner.


The best trout catcher I’ve ever used on rivers is a small metal lure called a Met-L Fly. On days when nothing else works, it can be like going to a shooting gallery. The problem is that the lure is nearly impossible to find. Rambob and I consider the few we have remaining so valuable that if the lure is snagged on a rock, a cold swim is deemed mandatory for its retrieval. These lures are as hard to find in tackle shops as trout can be to catch without one.


For bass, you can also fit all you need into a small plastic tackle box. I have fished with many bass pros, and all of them actually use just a few lures: a white spinner bait, a small jig called a Gits-It, a surface plug called a Zara Spook, and plastic worms. At times, like when the bass move into shoreline areas during the spring, shad minnow imitations like those made by Rebel or Rapala can be dynamite. My favorite is the one-inch, blue-silver Rapala. Every spring as the lakes begin to warm and the fish snap out of their winter doldrums, I like to float and paddle around in my small raft. I’ll cast that little Rapala along the shoreline and catch and release hundreds of bass, bluegill, and sunfish. The fish are usually sitting close to the shoreline, awaiting my offering.


FISHING TIPS


On every fishing trip, regardless of what you fish for, try to follow three hard-and-fast rules.


1. Always approach the fishing spot so you will be undetected. In order to fish undetected, you must walk softly, keep your shadow off the water, and keep your casting motion low. All of these key elements become easier at sunrise or sunset, when shadows are on the water. At midday, the sun is at its peak, causing a high level of light penetration in the water. This can make the fish skittish to any foreign presence.


2. Present your lure, fly, or bait in a manner so it appears completely natural, as if no line was attached. After you have sneaked up on a fishing spot, you should zip your cast upstream and start your retrieval as soon as it hits the water. If you let the lure sink to the bottom and then start the retrieval, you have no chance. When fishing on trout streams, always hike and cast upriver and retrieve as the offering drifts downstream in the current.


3. Stick and move, hitting one spot, working it the best you can, then moving to the next. The rule of the wild is that fish and wildlife will congregate wherever there is a distinct change in the habitat. This is where you should begin your search. In a river, it can be where a riffle pours into a small pool, a rapid plunges into a deep hole and flattens, a big boulder in the middle of a long riffle, a shoreline point, a rock pile, a submerged tree. Look for the changes and zip your cast so the lure plops gently into the white water just above the pool. Start your retrieval instantly; the lure will drift downstream and plunk into the pool. Bang! That’s where the trout will hit. Take a few more casts and then head upstream to the next spot.


FIRST AID AND INSECT PROTECTION


The most common injury on vacations is a sunburn. Close behind is the result of scratching a mosquito bite. Both are easily avoided. Although other mishaps are rare on vacations, campers should always be ready for them. In bright sun, always wear a hat that covers your ears, the tops of which can get singed quickly on a summer day. On trips to Central America, I learned that even on the hottest days, you can wear light long-sleeve shirts that provide sun protection, yet are cool and ventilated.


First Aid


A first-aid kit is a must in every RV. Here is a good starting list of basic sun and insect protection, plus basic first-aid supplies:


• Ace bandage


• Adhesive towels and medical tape


• AfterBite


• Aloe sunburn cream


• Antibiotic towels


• Aspirin


• Band-Aids


• Blood pressure monitoring equipment


• Burn ointment


• Chapstick


• Eye wash


• Moleskin or similar blister treatment


• Mosquito repellent


• Pain reliever such as Excedrin, Tylenol, Ibuprofen, Advil, Aleve, or similar


• Prescription medications (such as an inhaler for asthmatics)


• Scissors


• Sterile gloves


• Sun block


• Tums or other antacid


• Tweezers


Sunburn


The most common injury suffered on RV camping trips is sunburn, yet some people wear it as a badge of honor, believing that it somehow enhances their virility. Well, it doesn’t. Neither do suntans. Too much sun can lead to serious burns or sunstroke.


Both are easy enough to avoid. When outdoors, use a high-level sunscreen on your skin, apply lip balm, and wear sunglasses and a hat. If any area gets burned, apply first-aid cream, which will soothe and provide moisture to the parched skin. The best advice is not to get even a suntan. Those who tan are involved in a practice that can eventually ruin their skin and possibly lead to cancer.


Mosquitoes


When it comes to mosquitoes, there are times when there is nothing you can do. However, in most situations, you can muster a defense to repel the attack. The first key with mosquitoes is to wear clothing too heavy for them to drill through. Expose a minimum of skin, wear a hat, and tie a bandanna around your neck, preferably one that has been sprayed with repellent. If you try to get by with just a cotton T-shirt, you will be declared a federal mosquito sanctuary.


So, first, your skin must be well covered, with only your hands and face exposed. Second, you should have your companion spray your clothes with repellent. Third, you should dab liquid repellent directly on your skin. Three citronella-based products—Avon’s Skin-So-Soft, Buzz Away (manufactured by Quantum), and Natrapel (manufactured by Tender)—have received EPA registration and approval for sale as repellents against flies, gnats, midges, and mosquitoes. If you do get bit, a fluid called After Bite or a dab of ammonia should be applied immediately to the bite. To start the healing process, apply a first-aid gel (not a liquid), such as the one made by Campho-Phenique.


If you have horsefly or yellow jacket problems, you’d best just leave the area. One, two, or a few can be dealt with. More than that and your fun trip outdoors will be about as fun as being roped to a tree and stung by an electric shock rod.


Poison Oak


You can get poison oak only from direct contact with the oil residue from the plant’s leaves. It can be passed in a variety of ways, as direct as skin-to-leaf contact or as indirect as leaf to dog, dog to sofa, sofa to skin. Once you have it, there is little you can do but feel horribly itchy. Applying Caladryl lotion or its equivalent can help because it contains antihistamines, which attack and dry the itch.
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poison oak leaves





Reduce your exposure by staying on trails when you hike and making sure your dog does the same. Remember, the worst stands of poison oak are usually brush-infested areas just off the trail. Also protect yourself by dressing so your skin is completely covered, wearing long-sleeved shirts, long pants, and boots. If you suspect you’ve been exposed, immediately wash your clothes and then wash yourself with aloe vera, rinsing with a cool shower.


Remember that poison oak can disguise itself. In the spring, it is green; then it gradually turns reddish in the summer. By fall, it becomes a bloody, ugly-looking red. In the winter, it loses its leaves altogether and appears to be nothing more than the barren, brown sticks of a small plant. However, at any time and in any form, its contact with skin can quickly lead to infection.


GETTING ALONG


The most important element of any trip is the people you are with. That is why your choice of companions is so important. Your own behavior is equally consequential. Yet most people spend more time putting together their gear than considering why they enjoy or dislike the company of their chosen companions.


Here are a few rules of behavior for a great trip:


1. No whining: Nothing is more irritating than being around a whiner.


2. Activities must be agreed upon: Always have a meeting of the minds with your companions over the general game plan.


3. Nobody’s in charge: It is impossible to be genuine friends if one person is always telling another what to do.


4. Equal chances at the fun stuff: There must be an equal distribution of the fun stuff and the not-fun stuff.


5. No heroes: Nobody cares about all your wonderful accomplishments. No gloating. The beauty of travel is simply how each person feels inside, the heart of the adventure.


6. Agree on a wake-up time: It is a good idea to agree on a general wake-up time before closing your eyes for the night. You can then proceed on course together without the risk of whining (see #1).


7. Think of the other guy: Count the number of times you say, “What do you think?”


8. Solo responsibilities: When it is time for you to cook, make a campfire, or clean a fish, it means you can do so without worrying about somebody else getting their mitts in the way.


9. Don’t let money get in the way: Among friends, don’t let somebody pay extra, because that person will likely try to control the trip, and yet at the same time, don’t let somebody weasel out of paying a fair share.


10. Accordance on the food plan: Always have complete agreement on what you plan to eat each day, and always check for food allergies such as nuts, onions, or cheese.


Outdoors with Kids


How do you get kids excited about an RV trip to the great outdoors? How do you compete with the television, the DVD player, the video game, and get them outside?


The answer is in this list, put together with the help of my own kids, Jeremy and Kris. These are lessons that will get youngsters excited about the outdoors and that will make sure adults help the process along, not kill it. Some of the lessons are obvious, some are not, but all are important:


• Take children to places where there is a guarantee of action, such as a park with wildlife-viewing.


• Be enthusiastic. Enthusiasm is contagious—if you aren’t excited about an adventure, you can’t expect a child to be.
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• Always be seated when talking to someone small, so the adult and child are on the same level.


• Always show how to do something—never tell.


• Let kids be kids by letting the adventure happen, rather than trying to force it within some preconceived plan.


• Use short attention spans to your advantage by bringing along a surprise bag of candy and snacks.


• Make absolutely certain the child’s sleeping area is clean, dry, and warm, and that they feel safe, protected, and listened to.


• Introduce kids to outdoor ethics; they quickly relate to the concepts and long remember when they do something right that somebody else has done wrong.


• Take close-up photographs of them holding fish they have caught, trails they have hiked, or completing other tasks around the campground.


• Keep track of how often you say, “What do you think?”


Traveling with Pets


Many dogs and cats are considered members of the family. I recommend taking them along whenever possible. They always add to the trip. And after all, leaving them is a terrible moment, especially when they stare at you with those big, mournful eyes, and then you spend the next week thinking about them. My dog Rebel ended up traveling with me for 17 years. I believe one of the reasons he lived so long was because he was fit, happy, loved, had a job to do (camp security, or so he thought), and always had another adventure to look forward to. Of course, you just can’t put your pet in the vehicle and figure everything will be fine. In addition, some pets are built for travel or camping, and some are not. Know the difference. A few precautions can prevent a lot of problems.


Start with your pet’s comfort. Make certain your pet is cool, comfortable, and can sleep while you are driving. Once you arrive at your destination, create similar sleeping quarters at camp as at home. Be sure to make frequent stops for exercise, sniffing, and bathroom breaks.




PREDICTING WEATHER


Weather lore can be valuable on trips. Small signs provided by nature and wildlife can be translated to provide a variety of weather information. By paying attention, I can often provide weather forecasts for specific areas that are more reliable than the broad-brush approach provided by weather services.


Here is the list I have compiled over the years:


When the grass is dry at morning light,


Look for rain before the night.


No dew on the grass at 7?


Expect sign of rain by 11.


Short notice, soon to pass.


Long notice, long it will last.


When the wind is from the east,


‘Tis fit for neither man nor beast.


When the wind is from the south,


The rain is in its mouth.


When the wind is from the west,


Then it is the very best.


Red sky at night, sailors’ delight.


Red sky in the morning, sailors take warning.


When all the cows are pointed north,


Within a day rain will come forth.


Onion skins very thin, mild winter coming in.


Onion skins very tough, winter’s going to be very rough.


When your boots make the squeak of snow,


Then very cold temperatures will surely show.


If a goose flies high, fair weather ahead.


If a goose flies low, foul weather will come instead.





To avoid frustration, always confirm that pets are permitted at planned destinations before you head out. Plus keep these items in the RV:


• Clean and filled water and food dishes


• ID collar labeled with your cell phone number


• Leash


• Pooper-scooper


• Records of shots, licenses, and the vet’s phone number





WASHINGTON
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Washington Regions Map


Chapter 1


The Olympic Peninsula and Washington Coast


Chapter 2


Seattle and the Puget Sound


Chapter 3


The Northern Cascades


Chapter 4


Northeastern Washington


Chapter 5


The Columbia River Gorge and Mount Rainier


Chapter 6


Southeastern Washington
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THE OLYMPIC PENINSULA AND WASHINGTON COAST
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Vast, diverse, and beautiful, the Olympic Peninsula is like no other landscape. Water borders the region on three sides: the Pacific Ocean to the west, the Strait of Juan de Fuca to the north, and the inlets of Hood Canal to the east. At its center are Olympic National Park and Mount Olympus, with rainforests on its slopes feeding rivers and lakes that make up the most dynamic river complex in America. Almost every one of these rivers provides campsites, often within walking distance of prime steelhead fishing spots. A series of stellar campgrounds ring the perimeter foothills of Mount Olympus, both in Olympic National Park and at the state parks and areas managed by the Department of Natural Resources. Your campsite can be your launch pad for adventure—just be sure to bring your rain gear.
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1 VAN RIPER’S RESORT


2 MASON’S OLSON RESORT


3 OZETTE


4 BEAR CREEK MOTEL AND RV PARK


5 KLAHOWYA


6 LITTLETON HORSE CAMP


7 CRESCENT BEACH RV PARK


8 SALT CREEK RECREATION AREA


9 AL’S RV PARK


10 KOA PORT ANGELES-SEQUIM


11 DUNGENESS RECREATION AREA


12 SEQUIM WEST INN & RV PARK


13 RAINBOW’S END RV PARK


14 JOHN WAYNE’S WATERFRONT RESORT


15 SEQUIM BAY STATE PARK


16 FAIRHOLME


17 LOG CABIN RESORT


18 HEART O’ THE HILLS


19 FORT WORDEN STATE PARK


20 POINT HUDSON MARINA & RV PARK


21 FORT TOWNSEND STATE PARK


22 FORT FLAGLER STATE PARK


23 MORA


24 QUILEUTE OCEANSIDE RESORT


25 THREE RIVERS RESORT


26 KLAHANIE


27 BOGACHIEL STATE PARK


28 COTTONWOOD


29 WILLOUGHBY CREEK


30 MINNIE PETERSON


31 YAHOO LAKE


32 KALALOCH


33 COPPERMINE BOTTOM


34 SOUTH BEACH


35 PACIFIC BEACH STATE PARK


36 TIDELANDS RESORT


37 OCEAN MIST RESORT


38 OCEAN CITY STATE PARK


39 SOL DUC


40 HOH


41 SOUTH FORK HOH


42 COLLINS


43 LENA CREEK


44 HAMMA HAMMA


45 WILLABY


46 FALLS CREEK


47 GATTON CREEK WALK-IN


48 CAMPBELL TREE GROVE


49 STAIRCASE


50 COHO


51 BROWN CREEK


52 LEBAR HORSE CAMP


53 BIG CREEK


54 SKOKOMISH PARK AT LAKE CUSHMAN


55 LAKE CUSHMAN RESORT


56 REST-A-WHILE RV PARK


57 GLEN-AYR RV PARK & MOTEL


58 POTLATCH STATE PARK


59 SCHAFER STATE PARK


60 LAKE SYLVIA STATE PARK


61 TRAVEL INN RESORT


62 KITSAP MEMORIAL STATE PARK


63 COVE RV PARK


64 SEAL ROCK


65 DOSEWALLIPS STATE PARK


66 SCENIC BEACH STATE PARK


67 FAY BAINBRIDGE PARK


68 GREEN MOUNTAIN HORSE CAMP


69 ILLAHEE STATE PARK


70 MANCHESTER STATE PARK


71 BELFAIR STATE PARK


72 TWANOH STATE PARK


73 JARRELL’S COVE MARINA


74 PENROSE POINT STATE PARK


75 GIG HARBOR RV RESORT


76 AMERICAN SUNSET RV AND TENT RESORT


77 TOTEM RV PARK


78 HOLAND CENTER


79 PACIFIC MOTEL AND RV PARK


80 TWIN HARBORS STATE PARK


81 PORTER CREEK


82 MIDDLE WADDELL


83 FALL CREEK


84 MARGARET MCKENNY HORSE CAMP


85 GRAYLAND BEACH STATE PARK


86 BAY CENTER/WILLAPA BAY KOA


87 RAINBOW FALLS STATE PARK


88 OCEAN PARK RESORT


89 WESTGATE CABINS & RV PARK


90 ANDERSEN’S RV PARK ON THE OCEAN


91 OCEANIC RV PARK


92 MERMAID INN AND RV PARK


93 DRIFTWOOD RV PARK


94 SAND CASTLE RV PARK


95 PACIFIC HOLIDAY RESORT


96 SOU’WESTER LODGE


97 CAUFFMAN WILDWOOD CAMPGROUND & RV PARK


98 ILWACO KOA


99 CAPE DISAPPOINTMENT STATE PARK


100 MAUCH’S SUNDOWN RV PARK


101 VISTA PARK



1 VAN RIPER’S RESORT
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Scenic rating: 7


on Clallam Bay in Sekiu


Map grid A1


Part of this campground hugs the waterfront and the other part sits on a hill overlooking the Strait of Juan de Fuca. Most sites are graveled, many with views of the strait. Other sites are grassy, without views. Note that some of the campsites are rented for the entire summer season. Hiking, fishing, and boating are among the options here, with salmon fishing being the principal draw. The beaches in the area, a mixture of sand and gravel, provide diligent rock hounds with agates and fossils.


Campsites, facilities: There are 100 sites with full or partial hookups (30 amps) for tents or RVs of any length. Some sites are pull-through. A mobile home, a house, and 12 motel rooms are also available. Picnic tables are provided; fire rings and cable TV are available at some sites. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, a dump station, firewood, and ice are available. A store, café, and coin laundry are located within one mile. Boat docks, launching facilities, and rentals are available. Leashed pets are permitted; no pets are allowed in cabins or other buildings.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted for campsites. Sites are $35 per night. Open April-September. Some credit cards are accepted.


Directions: From Port Angeles, take U.S. 101 west and drive 41 miles to Sappho Junction and Highway 113. Continue north on Highway 113 for nine miles to a fork with Highway 112. Take Highway 112 for two miles to Sekiu and Front Street. Turn right and drive 0.25 mile to the resort on the right.


Contact: Van Riper’s Resort, 280 Front Street, Sekiu, 360/963-2334, www.vanripersresort.com.


2 MASON’S OLSON RESORT
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Scenic rating: 5


in Sekiu


Map grid A1


Olson’s Resort is large with full services, and the nearby marina is salmon-fishing headquarters. In fact, the resort caters to anglers, offering all-day salmon-fishing trips and boat moorage. Chartered trips can be arranged by reservation. A tackle shop, cabins, houses, and a motel are also available. Other recreation options include hiking, boating, and beachcombing for agates and fossils.


Campsites, facilities: There are 55 sites for tents or RVs of any length (no hookups), 45 sites for tents or RVs of any length (full hookups), 7 camping cabins, 6 motel rooms, and 7 houses available (3 are waterfront). Picnic tables are provided, and fire rings are available at most sites. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, a dump station, coin laundry, convenience store, bait and tackle, and ice are available. Boat docks, launching facilities, boat rentals, bait, tackle, fish-cleaning station, and gear storage are also available on-site. A restaurant is within walking distance. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are allowed, with certain restrictions.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are required for the motel and cabins, but are not accepted for campsites. RV sites are $40 per night, tent sites are $30 per night. Boat launch is $15 (daily moorage is $1 per foot). Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Port Angeles, drive 41 miles west on U.S. 101 to Sappho Junction and Highway 113. Continue north on Highway 113 for nine miles to a fork with Highway 112. Take Highway 112 for two miles to Sekiu and Front Street. Turn right and drive one block to the resort on the right.


Contact: Mason’s Olson Resort, 444 Front Street, Sekiu, 360/963-2311.


3 OZETTE
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Scenic rating: 6


on Lake Ozette in Olympic National Park


Map grid A1


Many people visit this site located on the shore of Lake Ozette just a few miles from the Pacific Ocean. Set close to a trailhead road and ranger station, with multiple trailheads nearby, this camp is a favorite for both hikers and boaters and is one of the first to fill in the park.


Campsites, facilities: There are 15 sites for tents or RVs up to 21 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Pit toilets are available. There is no drinking water and garbage must be packed out. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $20 per night, plus a $25 national park entrance fee per vehicle. Open year-round, weather permitting.


Directions: From Port Angeles, drive west on U.S. 101 to the junction with Highway 112. Bear right on Highway 112 and drive to Hoko-Ozette Road. Turn left and drive 21 miles to the ranger station. The camp parking lot is across from the ranger station on the northwest corner of Lake Ozette.


Contact: Olympic National Park, 360/565-3130, www.nps.gov/olym.


4 BEAR CREEK MOTEL AND RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 7


on Bear Creek


Map grid A1


This quiet little spot is set where Bear Creek empties into the Sol Duc River. It’s private and developed, with a choice of sunny or shaded sites in a wooded setting. There are many recreation options in the area, including fishing, hunting, and nature and hiking trails leading to the ocean. Sol Duc Hot Springs is 25 miles north and well worth the trip. A restaurant next to the camp serves family-style meals.


Campsites, facilities: There are 12 sites for RVs of any length (full hookups); all sites are pull-through. There is also an area for tent camping and a motel on the premises. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, a dump station, a café, and firewood are available. Boat-launching facilities are located within 0.5 mile. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. RV sites are $25 per night, tent sites are $15 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive north on U.S. 101 to Forks. Continue past Forks for 15 miles to Milepost 205 (just past Sappho) to the park on the right at 205860 Highway 101 West.


Contact: Bear Creek Motel and RV Park, Milepost 206, Beaver, 360/327-3660, www.hungrybearcafemotel.com.


5 KLAHOWYA
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Scenic rating: 9


on the Sol Duc River in Olympic National Forest


Map grid A1


Klahowya features great views of Lake Crescent and Mount Olympus. It’s a good choice if you don’t want to venture far from U.S. 101 yet want to retain the feel of being in Olympic National Forest. Set along the Sol Duc River, this 32-acre camp is pretty and wooded, with hiking trails in the area. A favorite, Kloshe Nanitch Trail, is across the river and leads up to a lookout on Snider Ridge overlooking Sol Duc Valley. Pioneer’s Path Trail, an easy, wheelchair-accessible, 0.3-mile loop with interpretive signs starts in the camp. Fishing for salmon and steelhead, in season, can be good about 0.25 mile downstream from camp; always check regulations. This camp gets medium use, but can fill up on weekends.


Campsites, facilities: There are 55 sites for tents or RVs up to 30 feet long and two hike-in tent sites requiring a 500-foot walk. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, garbage bins, and vault and flush toilets are available. An amphitheater with summer interpretive programs is also available. A boat ramp is nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $17 per night, $5 per night per additional vehicle. Open May-late October, weather permitting.


Directions: From U.S. 101 in Port Angeles, drive west for about 33 miles (10 miles west of Lake Crescent) to the campground on the right side of the road, close to Milepost 212. (Coming from the other direction on U.S. 101, drive eight miles east of Sappho to the campground.)


Contact: Olympic National Forest, Pacific Ranger District, 360/374-6522, www.fs.usda.gov.


6 LITTLETON HORSE CAMP
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Scenic rating: 8


on Littleton Creek near Mount Muller Trailhead in Olympic National Forest


Map grid A1


This new campground allows equestrian campers to explore more than 25 miles of trails including Mount Muller, Olympic Discovery, and Snider Ridge Trails. The trail from camp heads through some lush vine maple tunnel trails and continues along panoramic ridge tops. Some sites are adjacent to stock corrals.


Campsites, facilities: There are six sites for tents or RVs and stock trailers, and five walk-in tent sites. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets and garbage bins are available. There is no drinking water, but stock water is available May-October. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $10 per night, $5 per night per additional vehicle. Open year-round, weather permitting.


Directions: Littleton Horse Camp is located approximately 24 miles east of Forks and 31 miles west of Port Angeles. From U.S. 101, follow Forest Road 3071 (near Milepost 216) to the campground.


Contact: Olympic National Forest, Pacific Ranger District, 360/374-6522, www.fs.usda.gov.


7 CRESCENT BEACH RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 6


in Port Angeles on the Strait of Juan de Fuca


Map grid B1


Set on a half-mile stretch of sandy beach, this campground makes a perfect weekend spot. Popular activities include swimming, fishing, surfing, sea kayaking, and beachcombing. It borders Salt Creek Recreation Area, with direct access available. Numerous attractions and recreation options are available in Port Angeles.


Campsites, facilities: There are 41 sites with full or partial hookups (30 and 50 amps) for tents or RVs of any length, two cabins, and a grassy area for tent camping. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, coin laundry, firewood, Wi-Fi, recreation field, and horseshoe pits are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible, including a boardwalk that allows beach access. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. RV sites are $46 per night, tent sites are $41 per night, $8 per person per night for more than two people, $5 per extra vehicle (one-time fee per stay) unless towed, and $8 per night per pet. Cabins are $175-195 per night. Weekly, monthly, and family rates are available. Credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From U.S. 101 in Port Angeles, drive north five miles to a fork with Highway 112. Turn right (west) on Highway 112 and drive 10 miles to Camp Hayden Road (between Mileposts 53 and 54). Turn right on Camp Hayden Road and drive four miles to the park on the left, on the beach.


Contact: Crescent Beach RV Park, 2860 Crescent Beach Road, Port Angeles, 360/928-3344, www.olypen.com/crescent.


8 SALT CREEK RECREATION AREA
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Scenic rating: 8


west of Port Angeles near the Strait of Juan de Fuca


Map grid B1


The former site of Camp Hayden, a World War II-era facility, Salt Creek Recreation Area is a great spot for gorgeous ocean views, fishing, and hiking near Striped Peak, which overlooks the campground. Only a small beach area is available because of the rugged coastline, but there is an exceptionally good spot for tidepool viewing on the park’s west side. The park covers 196 acres and overlooks the Strait of Juan de Fuca. It is known for its Tongue Point Marine Life Sanctuary. Recreation options include nearby hiking trails, swimming, fishing, horseshoes, and field sports. It’s a good layover spot if you’re planning to take the ferry out of Port Angeles to Victoria, British Columbia. The camp fills up quickly most summer weekends.


Campsites, facilities: There are 92 sites, some with partial hookups (30 and 50 amps), for tents or RVs of any length. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restroom with flush toilets and coin showers, dump station, firewood, a playground, and a reservable covered picnic shelter are available. A camp host is on-site. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted online or in person ($10 reservation fee). RV sites are $27-30 per night, tent sites are $22-25 per night, $5 per extra vehicle per night. Credit cards are not accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From U.S. 101 in Port Angeles, drive north five miles to a fork with Highway 112. Turn right (west) on Highway 112 and drive 13 miles to Camp Hayden Road. Turn right (north) near Mile Marker 54 and drive 3.5 miles to the park entrance on the left. Note that the gate closes at 10pm.


Contact: Salt Creek Recreation Area, Clallam County, 3506 Camp Hayden Road, Port Angeles, 360/928-3441, www.clallam.net.



9 AL’S RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


near Port Angeles


Map grid B1


This campground is a good choice for RV owners. The campground is set in the country at about 1,000 feet elevation yet is centrally located and not far from the Strait of Juan de Fuca. Nearby recreation options include an 18-hole golf course and a full-service marina. Olympic National Park and the Victoria ferry are a short drive away.


Campsites, facilities: There are 34 sites with full hookups (20, 30, and 50 amps) for RVs up to 40 feet long and a grassy area for tents. Picnic tables are provided. No open fires are allowed. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, modem access, and a coin laundry are available. A store, café, propane gas, and ice are located within 0.5 mile. Boat docks and launching facilities are located within two miles. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $26-29 per night, $3 per person per night for more than two people. Weekly and monthly rates available. Credit cards are not accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Port Angeles, take U.S. 101 east for two miles to North Brook Avenue. Turn left (north) on North Brook Avenue, then left (almost immediately) on Lees Creek Road, and drive 0.5 mile to the park on the right.


Contact: Al’s RV Park, 3506 Camp Hayden Road, 360/457-9844.


10 KOA PORT ANGELES-SEQUIM
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Scenic rating: 5


near Port Angeles


Map grid B1


This is a private, developed camp covering 13 acres in a country setting. A pleasant park, it features the typical KOA offerings, including a pool, recreation hall, and playground. Horseshoe pits and a sports field are also available. Hayrides are available in summer. Nearby recreation options include miniature golf, an 18-hole golf course, marked hiking trails, and tennis courts, and nearby side trips include Victoria, Butchart Gardens, and whale-watching tours.


Campsites, facilities: There are 82 sites with full and partial hookups (20, 30, and 50 amps) for tents or RVs of any length, 19 sites for tents, 12 cabins, and one lodge. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi, propane gas, firewood, dump station, convenience store, coin laundry, ice, a playground, miniature golf, organized activities, bicycle rentals, a game room, and a seasonal heated swimming pool and spa are available. A café is located within two miles. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 800/562-7558. Sites are $24-81 per night, $6 per person per night for more than two people (ages five and older), and $5 per extra vehicle per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open March-October.


Directions: In Port Angeles, go east on U.S. 101 for seven miles to O’Brien Road. Turn right on O’Brien Road and drive half a block to the campground on the right.


Contact: KOA Port Angeles-Sequim, 360/457-5916, www.koa.com.


11 DUNGENESS RECREATION AREA
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Scenic rating: 5


between Port Angeles and Sequim near the Strait of Juan de Fuca


Map grid B1


This 216-acre park overlooks the Strait of Juan de Fuca and is set near the Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge. Quite popular, it fills up on summer weekends. A highlight, the refuge sits on a seven-mile spit with a historic lighthouse at its end. Bird-watchers often spot bald eagles in the wildlife refuge. There is a one-mile bluff trail, and equestrian trails are available. A 100-acre upland hunting area is open during season. Nearby recreation options include marked hiking trails, fishing, and golfing. The toll ferry at Port Angeles can take you to Victoria, British Columbia.


Campsites, facilities: There are 64 sites, including five pull-through sites, for tents or RVs of any length (no hookups), and eight hike-in/bike-in sites, and one group site. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, firewood, dump station, a playground, and a picnic area are available. A camp host is on-site. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted only by downloading a reservation form at www.clallam.net/CountyParks. Sites are $22 per night, $5 per extra vehicle per night. Call for group camp rates. Discount for Clallam County residents. Open year-round; entrance gates close at dusk.


Directions: From Sequim, drive north on U.S. 101 for four miles to Kitchen-Dick Road. Turn right (north) on Kitchen-Dick Road and drive three miles to the park on the left.


Contact: Dungeness Recreation Area, Clallam County, 554 Voice of America West, Sequim, 360/683-5847, www.clallam.net.


12 SEQUIM WEST INN & RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 5


in Sequim near the Dungeness River


Map grid B1


This two-acre camp is near the Dungeness River and within 10 miles of Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge. It’s located in town and is a pleasant spot with full facilities and an urban setting. An 18-hole golf course and a full-service marina at Sequim Bay are close by.


Campsites, facilities: There are 27 pull-through sites for tents or RVs of any length (30 and 50 amp full hookups), 17 cabins, and 21 motel rooms. Picnic tables are provided. No open fires are allowed. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, coin laundry, a pay phone, and ice are available. Propane gas, gasoline, a store, and a café are located within one mile. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $33-42 per night, $2 per person per night for more than two adults. Weekly and monthly rates available. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Sequim and U.S. 101, take the Washington Street exit and drive west on Washington Street for 2.7 miles to the park on the left.


Contact: Sequim West Inn & RV Park, 740 W. Washington, Sequim, 360/683-4144 or 800/528-4527, http://sequimwestinn.com.


13 RAINBOW’S END RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 6


near Sequim


Map grid B1


This park, located just west of Sequim, is pretty and clean. It features a pond (no fishing), a creek running through the campground, and beautiful views of the Olympic Mountains. There is a special landscaped area available for reunions, weddings, and other gatherings. Nearby recreation opportunities include an 18-hole golf course, marked bike trails, a full-service marina, and tennis courts.


Campsites, facilities: There are 39 sites with full hookups (30 and 50 amps), including some pull-through sites, for RVs of any length. Ten tent sites are open in summer only. Picnic tables are provided at all sites; fire pits are provided at tent sites. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, dump station, cable TV, Wi-Fi, propane gas, firewood, coin laundry, a dog park, and a clubhouse are available. A store, café, and ice are located within one mile. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $32-40 per night, $2 per person per night for more than two people, $2 per extra vehicle per night. Weekly and monthly rates are available. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Sequim, drive west on U.S. 101 for one mile past the River Road exit to the park on the right (along the highway).


Contact: Rainbow’s End RV Park, 261831 Hwy. 101, Sequim, 360/683-3863, www.rainbowsendrvpark.com.


14 JOHN WAYNE’S WATERFRONT RESORT
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Scenic rating: 5


on Sequim Bay


Map grid B1


This is Sequim Bay headquarters for salmon anglers. The camp is set in a wooded, hilly area, close to many activity centers and with an 18-hole golf course nearby.


Campsites, facilities: There are 42 sites with full hookups (30 amps) for tents or RVs of any length (30 sites are pull-through) and nine cabins. Picnic tables are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, community fire rings, Wi-Fi, store, firewood, clubhouse, volleyball, badminton, horseshoe pits, tetherball, walking trails, and coin laundry are available. Boat docks and launching facilities are located across the street from the resort. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. RV sites are $33-45 per night, tent sites are $28-35 per night, $3 per each additional person, $3 per pet per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: In Sequim, drive north 2.5 miles on U.S. 101 to Whitefeather Way (located between Mileposts 267 and 268). Turn right (north) on Whitefeather Way and drive 0.5 mile to West Sequim Bay Road. Turn left (west) and drive one block to the resort on the left.


Contact: John Wayne’s Waterfront Resort, 2634 West Sequim Bay Road, Sequim, 360/681-3853, www.johnwaynewaterfrontresort.com.


15 SEQUIM BAY STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


on Sequim Bay


Map grid B1


Sequim translates to “quiet waters,” which is an appropriate description of this area. Set in the heart of Washington’s rain shadow, a region with far less rainfall than the surrounding areas, Sequim averages only 17 inches of rainfall a year. The 92-acre park features 4,909 feet of saltwater shoreline; two sandbars shield the park from the Strait of Juan de Fuca’s rough waters. There is one mile of hiking trails.


Campsites, facilities: There are 49 sites for tents or RVs (no hookups), 16 sites with full hookups (30 amps) for RVs up to 40 feet long, three primitive tent sites near the water, and one tent-only group site for up to 40 people (available mid-May-mid-September). Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, a picnic area with kitchen shelters, an amphitheater, athletic fields, a basketball court, tennis courts, horseshoe pits, playground, and interpretive center are available. Boat docks, launching facilities, and boat mooring are also available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $25-45 per night, $12 per night for hike-in/bike-in sites, $10 per extra vehicle per night, and the group site is $81.69 per night. Boat launch fee is $7 ($5 for boat dumping); boat moorage is $5 per foot with a $60 minimum. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, turn north on U.S. 101 and drive 100 miles (near Sequim) to the park entrance on the right (along the highway). The park is located 3.5 miles southeast of the town of Sequim.


Contact: Sequim Bay State Park, 360/683-4235, http://parks.state.wa.us.


16 FAIRHOLME
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Scenic rating: 9


on Lake Crescent in Olympic National Park


Map grid B1


This camp is set on the shore of Lake Crescent, a pretty lake situated within the boundary of Olympic National Park, at an elevation of 580 feet. The campsites lie along the western end of the lake, in a cove with a boat ramp. Located less than one mile off U.S. 101, Fairholme gets heavy use during tourist months; some highway noise is audible at some sites. A naturalist program is often available in the summer. Waterskiing is permitted at Lake Crescent, but personal watercraft are prohibited.


Campsites, facilities: There are 88 sites for tents or RVs up to 21 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. A dump station, restrooms with flush toilets (summer season), and drinking water are available. A store and café are located within one mile. Boat-launching facilities and rentals are nearby on Lake Crescent. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $20 per night, plus a $25 per vehicle national park entrance fee. Open May-October, weather permitting.


Directions: From Port Angeles, drive west on U.S. 101 for about 26 miles and continue along Lake Crescent to North Shore Road. Turn right and drive 0.5 mile to the camp on North Shore Road on the right.


Contact: Olympic National Park, 360/565-3130, www.nps.gov/olym.


17 LOG CABIN RESORT
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Scenic rating: 10


on Lake Crescent in Olympic National Park


Map grid B1


Log Cabin Resort is one of my wife’s favorite spots. This pretty camp along the shore of Lake Crescent is a good spot for boaters, as it features many sites near the water with excellent views. Fishing and swimming are two options at this family-oriented resort. It is home to a strain of Beardslee trout. Note the fishing is catch-and-release. Waterskiing is permitted, but no personal watercraft are allowed. A marked hiking trail traces the lake’s 22-mile shoreline. This camp is extremely popular in the summer months; you may need to make reservations 3-12 months in advance.


Campsites, facilities: There are 38 sites with full hookups (20 and 30 amps) for RVs of any length, four sites for tents, 28 cabins, and one group site for 20 people. Picnic tables and fire barrels are provided. A dump station, restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, a store, café, gift shop, coin laundry, firewood, ice, and a recreation field are available. Boat docks, launching facilities, and boat rentals are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 888/717-0733. RV sites are $46 per night, tent sites are $25-33 per night, the group site is $59 per night, $5 per person per night for more than two people, $2 per extra vehicle per night, $15 per pet per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open mid-May-mid-September.


Directions: In Port Angeles, drive 18 miles north on U.S. 101 to East Beach Road. Turn right and drive three miles (along Lake Crescent) to the camp on the left.


Contact: Log Cabin Resort, 888/896-3818, www.olympicnationalparks.com.


18 HEART O’ THE HILLS
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Scenic rating: 9


in Olympic National Park


Map grid B1


Heart O’ the Hills is nestled on the northern edge of Olympic National Park at an elevation of 1,807 feet. You can drive into the park on Hurricane Ridge Road and take one of numerous hiking trails. Little Lake Dawn is less than 0.5 mile to the west, but note that most of the property around this lake is privately owned. Naturalist programs are available in summer months.


Campsites, facilities: There are 105 sites for tents or RVs up to 21 feet long. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets, drinking water, and garbage bins are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $20 per night, plus a $25 national park entrance fee per vehicle. Open year-round, weather permitting.


Directions: From U.S. 101 in Port Angeles at Hurricane Ridge Road, turn left and drive five miles to the camp on the left. (Access roads can be impassable in severe weather.)


Contact: Olympic National Park, 360/565-3130, www.nps.gov/olym.


19 FORT WORDEN STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 9


in Port Townsend


Map grid C1


This park is set on the northeastern tip of the Olympic Peninsula, at the northern end of Port Townsend, on a high bluff with views of Puget Sound. Highlights here include great lookouts and two miles of beach trails over the Strait of Juan de Fuca as it feeds into Puget Sound. The park covers 433 acres at historic Fort Worden (construction began in 1897 and was decommissioned in 1953) and includes buildings from the turn of the 20th century. It has 11,020 feet of saltwater shoreline. Recreation options include 11 miles of hiking trails and 8 miles of biking trails, including 2.6 miles of wheelchair-accessible trails. The Coast Artillery Museum, Rothschild House, Commanding Officers Quarters, and the Marine Science Center and Natural History Museum are open during the summer season. A ferry at Port Townsend will take you across the strait to Whidbey Island. Special note on reservations: This is an extremely popular park and campground and reservations are required online up to five months in advance or in person up to 11 months in advance.


Campsites, facilities: There are 50 sites with full hookups and 30 sites with partial hookups (30 and 50 amps) for tents or RVs up to 75 feet, including some pull-through sites. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, coin laundry, a store, dump station, and firewood are available. A seasonal restaurant, conference facilities, a sheltered amphitheater, athletic fields, and interpretive activities are available nearby. Boat docks, buoys, floats, and launching facilities are also nearby, as are several golf courses. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $36-42 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. Open year-round, with limited services in winter.


Directions: From Port Townsend, take Highway 20 north through town to Kearney Street. Turn left on Kearney Street and drive to the first stop sign, at Blaine Street. Turn right on Blaine Street and drive to the next stop sign, on Cherry Street. Turn left at Cherry Street and drive 1.75 miles to the park entrance at the end of the road.


Contact: Fort Worden State Park, 360/344-4400, http://parks.state.wa.us.


20 POINT HUDSON MARINA & RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 5


in Port Townsend


Map grid C1


Point Hudson RV Park is located on the site of an old Coast Guard station near the beach in Port Townsend. This public facility is owned by the Port of Port Townsend. The park features ocean views and 2,000 feet of beach frontage. Known for its Victorian architecture, Port Townsend is called Washington’s Victorian seaport. Fishing and boating are popular here, and nearby recreation opportunities include an 18-hole municipal golf course, a full-service marina, Fort Townsend State Park, Fort Flagler State Park, and Fort Worden State Park.


Campsites, facilities: There are 60 sites with full hookups (30 amps) for RVs of any length. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables are provided at some sites. No fires are allowed. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi, three restaurants, and coin laundry are available. A 100-plus-slip marina is on-site. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted ($10 reservation fee). Sites are $30-56 per night, $5 per extra vehicle per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Port Townsend on Highway 20, take the Water Street exit. Turn left (north) and continue (the road becomes Sims Way and then Water Street) to the end of Water Street at the marina. Turn left for registration.


Contact: Point Hudson Marina & RV Park, 360/385-2828, www.portofpt.com.


21 FORT TOWNSEND STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 10


near Quilcene


Map grid C1


This 414-acre park features a thickly wooded landscape, nearly 4,000 feet of saltwater shoreline on Port Townsend Bay, and 6.5 miles of hiking trails. Built in 1856, the historic fort is one of the oldest remaining in the state. The scenic campground has access to a good clamming beach (check regulations), and visitors can take two different short, self-guided walking tours. Note that the nearest boat ramps are at Port Townsend, Fort Flagler, and Hadlock. Mooring buoys are located just offshore of the park on the west side of Port Townsend Bay.


Campsites, facilities: There are 40 sites for tents or RVs up to 40 feet long, one hike-in/bike-in site, and one group site for up to 80 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a playground, ballfields, boat buoys, firewood, a dump station, and a picnic area with a kitchen shelter are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at https://washington.goingtocamp.com or 888/226-7688 ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $25-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night; hike-in/bike-in sites are $12 per night. Call 360/385-3595 to reserve the group camp ($25 reservation fee); rates vary seasonally and according to group size. Open mid-April-mid-October, weather permitting.


Directions: From Port Townsend, drive south on Highway 20 for two miles to Old Fort Townsend Road. Turn left and drive 0.5 mile to the park entrance road.


Contact: Fort Townsend State Park, 360/344-4431 or 360/385-3595, http://parks.state.wa.us.


22 FORT FLAGLER STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 10


near Port Townsend


Map grid C1


B


Historic Fort Flagler is a pretty and unique state park, set on Marrowstone Island east of Port Townsend. The camp overlooks Puget Sound and offers 19,100 feet of gorgeous saltwater shore. The park’s 784 acres include five miles of trails for hiking and biking, an interpretive trail, and a military museum featuring gun batteries that are open in the summer. The RV sites are situated right on the beach, with views of the Olympic and Cascade Mountains. Anglers like this spot for year-round rockfish and salmon fishing, and crabbing and clamming are good in season (check regulations). Fort Flagler, under construction on some level from 1897 until its closure in 1953, offers summer tours. There is a youth hostel in the park.


Campsites, facilities: There are 47 sites for tents, 55 sites with full hookups (30 amps) for RVs up to 50 feet long, 59 standard sites, two hike-in/bike-in sites, four vacation homes, a group tent site for up to 40 people, and a group site for tents or RVs of any length for up to 100 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, interpretive activities, a dump station, playground, picnic shelters that can be reserved, a camp store, boat buoys, moorage dock, and a launch are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted May-September at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $20-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night, $12 per night for hike-in/bike-in sites. The group sites are $140.42-280.83 per night with a minimum of 26 people. The vacation homes are $121-134.31 per night for 4-8 people and are available year-round. A watercraft launch permit is $7 per day. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round, weather permitting.


Directions: From Port Townsend at Highway 20, drive to Highway 19 (airport cutoff) and make a slight left turn on Highway 19. Drive 3.5 miles to the traffic light at Ness Corner Road and turn left. Drive about one mile on Ness Corner Road to Oak Bay Road/Highway 116. Continue one mile on Highway 116 and turn left at Flagler Road to stay on Highway 116. Remain on Flagler Road and drive about 6.5 miles to the end of the road and the park and campground.


Contact: Fort Flagler State Park, 360/385-1259, http://parks.state.wa.us.


23 MORA
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Scenic rating: 8


in Olympic National Park


Map grid A2


At an elevation of 50 feet, this is a good out-of-the-way choice near the Pacific Ocean and the Olympic Coast Marine Sanctuary. The Quillayute River feeds into the ocean near the camp, and upstream lies the Bogachiel, a prime steelhead river in winter months. A naturalist program is available during the summer. This camp includes eight sites that require short walks, and several of them are stellar.


Campsites, facilities: There are 94 sites for tents or RVs up to 35 feet long and one walk-in tent site. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets, drinking water, garbage bins, and a dump station ($10 fee) are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $20 per night, plus a $25 national park entrance fee per vehicle. Open year-round.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive north on U.S. 101 for 108 miles to Forks. Continue past Forks for two miles to La Push Road/Highway 110. Turn left (west) and drive 12 miles to the campground on the left (well marked along the route).


Contact: Olympic National Park, 360/565-3130, www.nps.gov/olym.


24 QUILEUTE OCEANSIDE RESORT


[image: Image]


Scenic rating: 8


near Forks


Map grid A2


This park is set along the Pacific Ocean and the coastal Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge. Operated by the Quileute Nation, it has some of the few ocean sites available in the area and offers such recreation options as fishing, surfing, beachcombing, boating, whale-watching, and sunbathing.


Campsites, facilities: There are 66 sites for RVs of any length (30 and 50 amp full hookups), six sites for tents, and 20 beach campsites. Cabins are also available. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, and a coin laundry are available. Gasoline, propane gas, and a convenience store with a deli and ice are nearby. Boat docks, a marina, and launching facilities are located within one mile. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Tent sites are $15-20 per night, RV sites are $27-40 per night, $5 additional vehicle per night, $25 per pet per night. Cabins are $69-299 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From the town of Forks, drive north on U.S. 101 for 2.5 miles to La Push Road/Highway 110. Turn left (west) and drive 13 miles on La Push Road, which becomes Ocean Front Drive. Turn left onto Ocean Front Drive. The campground will be on the right.


Contact: Quileute Oceanside Resort, 330 Ocean Front Drive, La Push, 800/487-1267, www.quileuteoceanside.com.


25 THREE RIVERS RESORT
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Scenic rating: 8


near Forks on the Quillayute River


Map grid A2


Three Rivers Resort is a small, private camp set at the junction of the Quillayute, Sol Duc, and Bogachiel Rivers. Situated above this confluence, about six miles upstream from the ocean, this pretty spot features wooded, spacious sites. Hiking and fishing are popular here, and there is a fishing guide service. Salmon and steelhead migrate upstream, best on the Sol Duc and Bogachiel Rivers; anglers should check regulations. The coastal Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge and the Pacific Ocean, which often offer good whale-watching in the spring, are a short drive to the west. Hoh Rain Forest, a worthwhile side trip, is about 45 minutes away.


Campsites, facilities: There are 11 sites for tents, nine sites with partial hookups for RVs, two sites with full hookups (30 and 50 amps) for tents or RVs of any length, six rental cabins, and one vacation home. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, a convenience store, gas station, a café, coin laundry, firewood, and ice are available. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Tent sites are $22 per night, $7 per second tent per night; RV sites are $27-30 per night, $5 per pet per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive north on U.S. 101 for 108 miles to Forks. Continue past Forks for two miles to La Push Road/Highway 110. Turn left (west) and drive eight miles to the resort on the right.


Contact: Three Rivers Resort, 7765 LaPush Road, Forks, 360/374-5300, www.threeriversresortandguideservice.com.


26 KLAHANIE
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Scenic rating: 8


on the North Fork Klahanie River


Map grid A2


This camp is likely off the radar of many travelers, so it is worth checking out. Sites nestle amid large, old-growth spruce and lots of ferns. It is quite pretty, set along a riparian zone on the South Fork Calawah River, and features a hiking trail that hugs the river for 0.25 mile and a second trail that follows the river for about one mile, starting at the east end of the campground.


Campsites, facilities: There are 15 sites for tents or RVs up to 21 feet. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets are available. There is no drinking water and garbage must be packed out. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $10 per night. Open May-Labor Day.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive north on U.S. 101 to Forks. Continue past Forks for one mile to Forest Road 29. Turn right (east) and drive five miles to the campground on the right.


Contact: Olympic National Forest, Pacific Ranger District, 360/374-6522, www.fs.usda.gov.


27 BOGACHIEL STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 6


on the Bogachiel River


Map grid A2


A good base camp for salmon or steelhead fishing trips, this 123-acre park is set on the Bogachiel River, with marked hiking trails in the area. It can be noisy at times because a logging mill is located directly across the river from the campground. Also note that there is highway noise, and you can see the highway from some campsites. A one-mile hiking trail is nearby, and opportunities for wildlife-viewing are outstanding in the park. Hunting is popular in the adjacent national forest. This region is heavily forested, with lush vegetation fed by an average of 140-160 inches of rain each year. This park was established in 1931.


Campsites, facilities: There are 26 sites for tents or RVs (no hookups), six sites with partial hookups (30 amps) for RVs up to 40 feet, two hike-in/bike-in sites, and one group tent site for 16-20 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, dump station, and a picnic area are available. A primitive boat ramp is nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted mid-May to mid-September. Sites are $25-40 per night, the hike-in/bike-in site is $12 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. Call for group rates. Open year-round, with some sites closed in winter.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 and drive north on U.S. 101 to the Aberdeen/Highway 8 exit. Turn west on Highway 8 and drive 36 miles to Aberdeen. Continue through Aberdeen four miles to U.S. 101. Turn north on U.S. 101 and drive 102 miles to the park (six miles south of Forks) on the left side of the road.


Contact: Bogachiel State Park, 360/374-6356, http://parks.state.wa.us.


28 COTTONWOOD
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Scenic rating: 8


on the Hoh River


Map grid A2


This primitive camp is set along the Hoh River, providing an alternative to Hoh Oxbow, Willoughby Creek, and Minnie Peterson Campgrounds. Like Hoh Oxbow, Cottonwood offers the bonus of a boat launch. Its distance from the highway makes it quieter here. The camp is popular for anglers and hunters (in season).


Campsites, facilities: There are eight sites for tents or RVs up to 30 feet long, including a group site for up to 10 people, and three sites for tents only. Picnic tables, fire grills, and tent pads are provided. Vault toilets, a boat launch, and drinking water are available. Garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. There is no fee for camping, but a Discover Pass is required. Open year-round.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 and drive north on U.S. 101 to the Aberdeen/Highway 8 exit. Turn west on Highway 8 and drive 36 miles to Aberdeen. Continue through Aberdeen four miles to U.S. 101. Turn north on U.S. 101 and drive 92 miles to Oil City Road between Mileposts 177 and 178. Turn left (west) on Oil City Road and drive 2.3 miles. Turn left on Road H4060 (gravel) and drive one mile to the camp at the end of the road.


Contact: Department of Natural Resources, Olympic Region, 360/374-6131, www.dnr.wa.gov.


29 WILLOUGHBY CREEK
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Scenic rating: 9


in Hoh Clearwater State Forest


Map grid A2


This little-known camp along Willoughby Creek and the Hoh River is tiny and rustic, with good fishing nearby for steelhead and salmon during peak migrations in season. The area gets heavy rainfall. Other campground options in the vicinity include Hoh Oxbow, Cottonwood, and Minnie Peterson.


Campsites, facilities: There are three sites for self-contained RVs up to 16 feet. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. There are no toilets and drinking water is not available. Garbage must be packed out. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. There is no fee for camping, but a Discover Pass is required. Open year-round.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 and drive north on U.S. 101 to the Aberdeen/Highway 8 exit. Turn west on Highway 8 and drive 36 miles to Aberdeen. Continue through Aberdeen four miles to U.S. 101. Turn north on U.S. 101 and drive about 90 miles. Exit between Mileposts 178 and 179. At Hoh Rain Forest Road/Upper Hoh Valley Road, turn east and drive 3.5 miles to the campground on the right.


Contact: Department of Natural Resources, Olympic Region, 360/374-6131, www.dnr.wa.gov.


30 MINNIE PETERSON
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Scenic rating: 9


on the Hoh River


Map grid A2


If location is everything, then it’s why this campground has become popular. Minnie Peterson is set on the Hoh River on the edge of the Hoh Rain Forest. It’s quite pretty, forested with Sitka spruce and western hemlock, and offers nice riverside sites. Bring your rain gear.


Campsites, facilities: There are eight sites for tents or RVs up to 30 feet long. Picnic tables, fire grills, and tent pads are provided. Vault toilets are available. There is no drinking water and garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. There is no fee for camping, but a Discover Pass is required. Open year-round.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 and drive north on U.S. 101 to the Aberdeen/Highway 8 exit. Turn west on Highway 8 and drive 36 miles to Aberdeen. Continue through Aberdeen four miles to U.S. 101. Turn north on U.S. 101 and drive about 90 miles. Exit between Mileposts 178 and 179. At Hoh Rain Forest Road/Upper Hoh Valley Road, turn east and drive 4.5 miles to the campground on the left.


Contact: Department of Natural Resources, Olympic Region, 360/374-6131, www.dnr.wa.gov.


31 YAHOO LAKE
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Scenic rating: 10


on Yahoo Lake in Hoh Clearwater State Forest


Map grid A2


Yahoo Lake is the most primitive and remote campground in the Olympic region. The lakeside campground is set at an elevation of 2,400 feet and is a lovely secret known only to a rugged few.


Campsites, facilities: There are four sites for tents and RVs. Picnic tables, fire grills, and tent pads are provided. There are toilets, but no drinking water, and garbage must be packed out. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. There is no fee for camping, but a Discover Pass is required. Open year-round.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 and drive north on U.S. 101 to the Aberdeen/Highway 8 exit. Turn west on Highway 8 and drive 36 miles to Aberdeen. Continue through Aberdeen four miles to U.S. 101. Turn north on U.S. 101 and drive about 60 miles to Milepost 147. Turn north on Clearwater Mainline Road and drive about 13 miles to C-3000 Road (a gravel one-lane road). Turn right and drive 0.8 mile to C-3100 Road. Turn right on C-3100 Road (paved one-lane, then gravel one-lane). Continue 6.1 miles to trailhead. This road is not recommended for motor-home travel.


Contact: Department of Natural Resources, Olympic Region, Jefferson County, 360/374-6131, www.dnr.wa.gov.


32 KALALOCH
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Scenic rating: 10


in Olympic National Park


Map grid A2


B


This camp, located on a bluff above the beach, offers some wonderful oceanview sites—which explains its popularity. It can fill quickly. Like other camps set on the coast of the Olympic Peninsula, heavy rain in winter and spring is common, and it’s often foggy in the summer. A naturalist program is offered in the summer months. There are several good hiking trails in the area; check out the visitors center for maps and information.


Campsites, facilities: There are 170 sites for tents or RVs up to 35 feet long. A group tent site can accommodate up to 30 people (drinking water and pit toilets are provided). Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets, drinking water, garbage bins, food lockers, fish-cleaning stations, and a dump station are available. A store and a restaurant are located within one mile. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted in the campground.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted June 20-September 3 at 877/444-6777 or www.recreation.gov ($10 reservation fee). Sites are $22 per night, plus a $25 national park entrance fee per vehicle. The group site is $2 per person per night, plus a $20 reservation fee. Open year-round.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive north on U.S. 101 for 83 miles to the campground on the left. It is located near the mouth of the Kalaloch River five miles north of the U.S. 101 bridge over the Queets River.


Contact: Olympic National Park, 360/565-3130, www.nps.gov/olym.


33 COPPERMINE BOTTOM
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Scenic rating: 9


on the Clearwater River


Map grid A2


B


Few tourists ever visit this primitive, hidden campground set on the Clearwater River, a tributary of the Queets River, which runs to the ocean. The river dory-launching facility is a bonus and makes this a perfect camp for anglers and river runners who want to avoid the usual U.S. 101 crowds. Salmon fishing is popular here during the migratory journey of the anadromous fish.


Campsites, facilities: There are 10 sites for tents or RVs up to 30 feet long and one group site for up to 10 people. Picnic tables, fire grills, and tent pads are provided. Vault toilets, a group shelter, and a hand boat launch are available. There is no drinking water and garbage must be packed out. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. There is no fee for camping, but a Discover Pass is required. Open year-round.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 and drive north on U.S. 101 to the Aberdeen/Highway 8 exit. Turn west on Highway 8 and drive 36 miles to Aberdeen. Continue through Aberdeen four miles to U.S. 101. Turn north on U.S. 101 and drive about 60 miles to Milepost 147. Turn north on Clearwater Mainline Road and drive about 14 miles to C-3000 Road. Turn right (east) on C-3000 Road (a gravel one-lane road) and drive two miles to C-1010 Road. Turn right on C-1010 Road and drive one mile. The camp is on the left.


Contact: Department of Natural Resources, Olympic Region, 360/374-6131, www.dnr.wa.gov.


34 SOUTH BEACH
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Scenic rating: 6


in Olympic National Park


Map grid A2


Little South Beach Campground is located in an open field with little shade or privacy, but the payoff is that it is just a stone’s throw from the ocean.


Campsites, facilities: There are 50 sites for tents or RVs up to 21 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water and non-accessible restrooms with flush toilets are available during summer. In winter, only pit toilets are available, and there is no drinking water. Leashed pets are permitted in the campground.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $15 per night, plus a $25 national park entrance fee per vehicle. Open late May-mid-September.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive north on U.S. 101 for 65 miles to the campground.


Contact: Olympic National Park, 360/565-3130, www.nps.gov/olym.


35 PACIFIC BEACH STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 10


near Pacific Beach


Map grid A2


B


This is the only state park campground in Washington where you can see the ocean from your campsite. Set on just nine acres, within the town of Pacific Beach, it boasts 2,300 feet of beachfront. This spot is great for long beach walks, although it can be windy, especially in the spring and early summer. Because of those winds, this is a great place for kite-flying. Clamming (for razor clams) is permitted only in season. Note that rangers advise against swimming or body surfing because of strong riptides. Vehicle traffic is allowed seasonally on the uppermost portions of the beach, but ATVs are not allowed in the park, on the beach, or on sand dunes. This camp is popular and often fills up quickly.


Campsites, facilities: There are 22 sites for tents, 42 sites with partial hookups (30 amps) for RVs up to 60 feet long, and two yurts. Picnic tables are provided. No fires are permitted, except on the beach; charcoal and propane barbecues are allowed in campsites. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, and a picnic area are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $20-45 per night, hike-in/bike-in sites are $12 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night, and yurts are $50-74 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Hoquiam, drive north on Highway 109 for 37 miles to Pacific Beach and Main Street. Turn left on Main Street and drive 0.5 mile to 2nd Street. Turn left on 2nd Street and continue to the park entrance.


Contact: Pacific Beach State Park, 360/276-4297, http://parks.state.wa.us.


36 TIDELANDS RESORT


[image: Image]


Scenic rating: 7


near Copalis Beach


Map grid A2


This flat, wooded resort covers 47 acres and provides beach access and a great ocean view. It’s primarily an RV park, and the sites are pleasant. Ten sites are set on sand dunes, while the rest are in a wooded area. In the spring, azaleas and wildflowers abound. Horseshoe pits and a sports field offer recreation possibilities. Though it’s more remote than at the other area campgrounds, clamming is an option in season. Various festivals are held in the area from spring through fall.


Campsites, facilities: There are 25 sites for tents or RVs (no hookups), 35 sites with full or partial hookups (20 and 30 amps) for tents or RVs of any length, and four cabins. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, firewood, cable TV, and a play area are available. A casino and horseback riding are within five miles. A golf course is within six miles. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. RV sites start at $30 per night, tent sites are $25 per night. Cabins are $119-189 per night (two-night minimum); extra tents or vehicles are $10 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Hoquiam, drive west on State Route 109 for about 20 miles to the resort on the left. It is located between Mileposts 20 and 21, about one mile south of Copalis Beach.


Contact: Tidelands Resort, 2991 State Route 109 North, 360/289-8963, www.tidelandsresort.com.


37 OCEAN MIST RESORT
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Scenic rating: 9


on Conners Creek near Ocean City


Map grid A2


Always call to determine whether space is available before planning a stay here. This is a membership resort RV campground, and members always come first. If space is available, they will rent sites to the public. Surf fishing is popular in the nearby Pacific Ocean, while the Copalis River offers salmon fishing and canoeing opportunities. It’s about a one-block walk to the beach. There’s a golf course within five miles.


Campsites, facilities: There are 94 sites with full hookups (30 amps) for RVs up to 45 feet, a grassy area for tents, three cabins, and one yurt. Picnic tables are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi, dump station, two community fire pits, a spa, clubhouse, two playgrounds, ball courts, horseshoe pits, and coin laundry are available. A grocery store is within one mile in Ocean City. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted in the summer. RV sites are $40-42 per night, tent sites are $10 per night. Call for cabin and yurt rates. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Hoquiam, drive west on State Route 109 for 19 miles to the resort on the left (one mile north of Ocean City).


Contact: Ocean Mist Resort, 2781 State Route 109, Ocean City, 360/289-3656, www.kmresorts.com.


38 OCEAN CITY STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 9


near Hoquiam


Map grid A2


B


This 170-acre oceanfront camp, an excellent example of coastal wetlands and dune succession, features ocean beach, dunes, and dense thickets of pine surrounding freshwater marshes. The Ocean Shores Interpretive Center is located on the south end of Ocean Shores near the marina (open summer season only). This area is part of the Pacific Flyway, and the migratory route for gray whales and other marine mammals lies just offshore. Spring wildflowers are excellent and include lupine, buttercups, and wild strawberry. This is also a good area for surfing and kite-flying; spring is typically windy. Beachcombing, clamming, and fishing are possibilities at this park. An 18-hole golf course is nearby.


Campsites, facilities: There are 149 sites for tents or self-contained RVs (no hookups), 29 sites with full hookups (30 amps) for RVs up to 50 feet long; some sites are pull-through. There are also three hike-in/bike-in sites and one group camp for tents only that can accommodate 20-30 people. A second group camp for 20-40 people and two RVs (with hookups) is also available. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, dump station, sheltered picnic area, and firewood are available. A ballfield and amphitheater are available nearby. A camp host is on-site. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $20-45 per night, hike-in/bike-in sites are $12 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night, and group sites are $88-114 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Hoquiam, drive northwest on State Route 109 for 16 miles to State Route 115. Turn left and drive 1.2 miles south to the park on the right (1.5 miles north of Ocean Shores).


Contact: Ocean City State Park, 360/289-3553, http://parks.state.wa.us.



39 SOL DUC
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Scenic rating: 10


on the Sol Duc River in Olympic National Park


Map grid B2


This site is a nice hideaway, with nearby Sol Duc Hot Springs a highlight. The problem is that this camp is very popular. It fills up quickly on weekends, and a fee is charged to use the hot springs, which have been fully developed since the early 1900s. The camp is set at 1,680 feet along the Sol Duc River.


Campsites, facilities: There are 82 sites for tents or RVs up to 35 feet long. There is also one group site for 9-24 people and up to eight head of stock (there are pit toilets, but no drinking water). Cabins and a lodge are available; call for details. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and drinking water are available in the summer season; there is no water in the winter season, but pit toilets are available. A dump station is available nearby, and a store and café are within one mile. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted for the RV and tent sites at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $21-43 per night, plus a $25 national park entrance fee per vehicle. Call for group rates. Open May-late October, with limited facilities in winter.


Directions: From Port Angeles, continue on U.S. 101 for 27 miles, just past Lake Crescent. Turn left at the Sol Duc turnoff and drive 12 miles to the camp.


Contact: Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort Campground, 866/476-5382; Olympic National Park, 360/565-3130, www.nps.gov/olym.


40 HOH
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Scenic rating: 10


in Olympic National Park


Map grid B2


This camp at a trailhead leading into the interior of Olympic National Park is located in the beautiful heart of a temperate, old-growth rainforest. Hoh Oxbow, Cottonwood, Willoughby Creek, and Minnie Peterson Campgrounds are nearby, set downstream on the Hoh River, outside national park boundaries. In the summer, there are naturalist programs, and a visitors center is nearby. This is one of the most popular camps in the park. The elevation is 578 feet.


Campsites, facilities: There are 88 sites for tents or RVs up to 21 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and drinking water are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $20 per night, plus a $25 national park entrance fee per vehicle. Open year-round.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive north on U.S. 101 for about 90 miles to Milepost 176. Turn east on Hoh River Road and drive 19 miles to the campground on the right (near the end of the road).


Contact: Olympic National Park, 360/565-3130, www.nps.gov/olym.


41 SOUTH FORK HOH
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Scenic rating: 10


in Hoh Clearwater State Forest


Map grid B2


This rarely used, beautiful camp set along the cascading South Fork of the Hoh River is way out there. It’s tiny and primitive but offers a guarantee of peace and quiet, something many U.S. 101 cruisers would cheerfully give a limb for after a few days of fighting crowds. The South Fork Trailhead in Olympic National Park is two miles away. When conditions are right, fishing for steelhead can be excellent (check regulations).


Campsites, facilities: There are seven sites for tents or RVs up to 30 feet. Picnic tables, fire grills, and tent pads are provided. Vault toilets are available. There is no drinking water and garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. There is no fee for camping, but a Discover Pass is required. Open year-round.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 and drive north on U.S. 101 to the Aberdeen/Highway 8 exit. Turn west on Highway 8 and drive 36 miles to Aberdeen. Continue through Aberdeen four miles to U.S. 101. Turn north on U.S. 101 and drive about 94 miles. Exit at Milepost 176. At Hoh Mainline Road turn east and drive 6.5 miles. Turn left on Road H1000 and drive 7.5 miles to the campground on the right. Obtaining a Department of Natural Resources (DNR) map is advised.


Contact: Department of Natural Resources, Olympic Region, 360/374-6131, www.dnr.wa.gov.



42 COLLINS
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Scenic rating: 7


on the Duckabush River in Olympic National Forest


Map grid B2


Most vacationers cruising U.S. 101 don’t have a clue about this quiet spot set on a great launch point for adventure, yet it’s only five or six miles from the highway. This four-acre camp is located on the Duckabush River at 200 feet elevation. It has small, shaded sites, river access nearby (currents can be swift in high-water years), and plenty of fishing and hiking; check fishing regulations. Just one mile from camp is Duckabush Trail, which connects to trails in Olympic National Park. Murhut Falls Trail starts about three miles from the campground, providing access to a 0.8-mile trail to the falls. It’s a 1.5-mile drive to Dosewallips State Park and a 30- to 35-minute drive to Olympic National Park.


Campsites, facilities: There are six sites for tents and 10 sites for RVs up to 21 feet long. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Vault toilets are available. There is no drinking water and garbage must be packed out. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $14 per night, $5 per each additional vehicle. Open May-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, drive north on U.S. 101 for 59 miles to Forest Road 2510 (near Duckabush). Turn left on Forest Road 2510 and drive six miles west to the camp on the left.


Contact: Olympic National Forest, Hood Canal Ranger District, Quilcene Office, 360/765-2200, www.fs.fed.us.


43 LENA CREEK
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Scenic rating: 7


on the Hamma Hamma River in Olympic National Forest


Map grid B2


This seven-acre camp, set amid both conifers and hardwoods, is located where Lena Creek empties into the Hamma Hamma River. A popular trailhead camp, Lena Creek features a three-mile trail from camp to Lena Lake, with four additional miles to Upper Lena Lake. A map of Olympic National Forest details the trail and road system. The camp is rustic with some improvements.


Campsites, facilities: There are 13 sites for tents or RVs to 21 feet. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Vault toilets are available. Drinking water is not available and garbage must be packed out. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $14 per night, $5 per extra vehicle per night. Open mid-May-September.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, turn north on U.S. 101 and drive about 37 miles to Hoodsport. Continue north on U.S. 101 for 14 miles to Forest Road 25. Turn left (west) on Forest Road 25 and drive eight miles to the camp on the left.


Contact: Olympic National Forest, Hood Canal Ranger District, Quilcene Office, 360/765-2200, www.fs.fed.us.


44 HAMMA HAMMA
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Scenic rating: 7


on the Hamma Hamma River in Olympic National Forest


Map grid B2


This camp is set on the Hamma Hamma River at an elevation of 600 feet. It’s small and primitive, but it can be preferable to some of the developed camps on the U.S. 101 circuit. The Civilian Conservation Corps is memorialized in a wheelchair-accessible interpretive trail that begins in the campground and leads 0.25 mile along the river. The sites are set among conifers and hardwoods.


Campsites, facilities: There are 15 sites for tents or RVs up to 21 feet long. An eight-person cabin (with a flush toilet) is also available. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Vault toilets are available. There is no drinking water and garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted for the cabin only at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $14 per night, $5 per night per additional vehicle. The cabin is $40-60 per night. The campsites are open May-September, weather permitting; the cabin is available year-round.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, turn north on U.S. 101 and drive 37 miles to Hoodsport. Continue on U.S. 101 for 14 miles north to Forest Road 25. Turn left on Forest Road 25 and drive seven miles to the camp on the left side of the road.


Contact: Olympic National Forest, Hood Canal Ranger District, Quilcene Office, 360/765-2200, www.fs.fed.us.



45 WILLABY
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Scenic rating: 8


on Lake Quinault in Olympic National Forest


Map grid B2


This pretty, 14-acre wooded camp is set on the shore of Lake Quinault, which covers about six square miles. Part of the Quinault Indian Reservation, the camp is adjacent to where Willaby Creek empties into the lake. The campsites vary—some are open with lake views, while others are more private with no view. The forest floor is covered with wall-to-wall greenery, with exceptional moss growth, and the tree cover consists of Douglas fir, western red cedar, western hemlock, and big-leaf maple. Quinault Rain Forest Nature Trail and the Quinault National Recreation Trail System are nearby. The elevation is 200 feet.


Campsites, facilities: There are 32 sites for tents or RVs up to 16 feet long and two walk-in sites for tents only. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Drinking water, garbage bins, and restrooms with flush toilets are available. Launching facilities and rentals are available at nearby Lake Quinault. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $25 per night, $7 per extra vehicle per night. Open year-round, weather permitting


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive north on U.S. 101 for 42 miles to the Lake Quinault-South Shore turnoff. Turn right (northeast) on South Shore Road and drive 1.5 miles to the camp on the southern shore of the lake.


Contact: Olympic National Forest, Pacific Ranger District, Quinault Office, 360/288-2525, www.fs.fed.us; Quinault Reservation, 360/276-8215.


46 FALLS CREEK
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Scenic rating: 8


on Lake Quinault in Olympic National Forest


Map grid B2


This scenic, wooded three-acre camp is set where Falls Creek empties into Quinault Lake. A canopy of lush big-leaf maple hangs over the campground, which features both drive-in and walk-in sites; the latter require about a 125-yard walk. Quinault Rain Forest Nature Trail and the Quinault National Recreation Trail System are nearby. The camp is located adjacent to the Quinault Ranger Station and historic Lake Quinault Lodge at an elevation of 200 feet.


Campsites, facilities: There are 10 walk-in sites for tents only and 21 sites for tents or RVs up to 16 feet long. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Drinking water and restrooms with flush toilets are available. A camp host has firewood for sale nearby. A picnic area, boat launching facilities, and boat rentals are available at Lake Quinault. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Two leashed pets are permitted per site.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $25 per night, $7 per extra vehicle per night. Open Memorial Day weekend-Labor Day weekend.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive north on U.S. 101 for 42 miles to the Lake Quinault-South Shore turnoff. Turn right (northeast) on South Shore Road and drive 2.5 miles to the camp on the southeast shore of Lake Quinault. Make a very sharp left turn into the campground.


Contact: Olympic National Forest, Pacific Ranger District, Quinault Office, 360/288-2525, www.fs.fed.us; Quinault Reservation, 360/276-8215; Quinault Lodge, 360/288-2910.


47 GATTON CREEK WALK-IN
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Scenic rating: 9


on Lake Quinault in Olympic National Forest


Map grid B2


This five-acre wooded camp is set on the shore of Lake Quinault (elevation 200 feet), where Gatton Creek empties into it. Lake Quinault covers about six square miles and is part of the Quinault Indian Nation, which has jurisdiction here. The camp features great views across the lake to the forested slopes of Olympic National Park. Reaching the campsites requires about a 100-yard walk from the parking area. About nine miles of loop trails are accessible here; Quinault Rain Forest Nature Trail and the Quinault National Recreation Trail System are nearby.


Campsites, facilities: There are 15 walk-in sites for tents and 10 overflow sites for RVs up to 24 feet long. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided at the tent sites. Vault toilets, firewood, and a picnic area are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $20 per night. Open late May-early October, weather permitting.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive north on U.S. 101 for 42 miles to the Lake Quinault-South Shore turnoff. Turn right (northeast) on South Shore Road and drive three miles to the camp on the southeast shore of Lake Quinault.


Contact: Olympic National Forest, Pacific Ranger District, Quinault Office, 360/288-2525, www.fs.fed.us; Quinault Reservation, 360/276-8215; Quinault Lodge, 360/288-2910.


48 CAMPBELL TREE GROVE
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Scenic rating: 8


on the Humptulips River in Olympic National Forest


Map grid B2


B


This 14-acre camp is set amid dense, old-growth forest featuring stands of both conifers and hardwoods, with licorice ferns growing on the trunks and branches of the big-leaf maples. The camp is a favorite for hikers, with trailheads nearby that provide access to the Colonel Bob Wilderness. One of the best, the 3,400-foot climb to the Colonel Bob Summit provides an 8.5-mile round-trip accessible from the Pete’s Creek Trailhead, which is located a couple of miles south of camp on Forest Road 2204. Note that much of this summit hike is a great butt-kicker. The West Fork of the Humptulips River runs near the camp, and Humptulips Trail provides access. Fishing is an option here as well; check state regulations.


Campsites, facilities: There are eight tent sites and three sites for RVs up to 16 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets and garbage bins are available. There is no drinking water. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. There is no fee for camping. Open May-October, weather permitting.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive north on U.S. 101 for 22 miles to Humptulips and continue for another five miles to Forest Road 22 (Donkey Creek Road). Turn right and drive eight miles to Forest Road 2204. Turn left (north) and drive nine miles to the campground.


Contact: Olympic National Forest, Pacific Ranger District, Quinault Office, 360/288-2525, www.fs.fed.us.


49 STAIRCASE
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Scenic rating: 9


on the North Fork of the Skokomish River in Olympic National Park


Map grid B2


This camp is located near the Staircase Rapids of the North Fork of the Skokomish River, about one mile from where it empties into Lake Cushman. The elevation is 765 feet. A major trailhead at the camp leads to the backcountry of Olympic National Park, and other trails are nearby. Hiking trails along the river can be accessed nearby. Stock facilities are also available nearby. Note that Staircase Road is closed in winter.


Campsites, facilities: There are 47 sites for tents or RVs up to 35 feet. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and drinking water are available during the summer season. In winter, only pit toilets are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted in camp.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $20 per night, plus a $25 national park entrance fee per vehicle. Open year-round, with limited winter services.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take U.S. 101 and drive north about 37 miles to the town of Hoodsport and Lake Cushman Road (County Road 119). Turn left (west) and drive 17 miles to the camp at the end of the road (set about one mile above the inlet of Lake Cushman). The last several miles of the road are unpaved.


Contact: Olympic National Park, 360/565-3130, www.nps.gov/olym.


50 COHO
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Scenic rating: 10


on Wynoochee Lake in Olympic National Forest


Map grid B2


This eight-acre camp sits on the shore of Wynoochee Lake, which is 4.4 miles long and covers 1,140 acres. The camp is set at an elevation of 900 feet. The fishing season opens June 1 and closes October 31. Powerboats, waterskiing, and personal watercraft are permitted. Points of interest include Working Forest Nature Trail, Wynoochee Dam Viewpoint and exhibits, and 16-mile Wynoochee Lake Shore Trail, which circles the lake. This is one of the most idyllic drive-to settings you could hope to find.


Campsites, facilities: There are 46 sites for tents or RVs up to 36 feet long, 10 walk-in sites for tents only, three yurts, and two group sites for 16 people each. Picnic tables are provided. Drinking water and flush toilets are available. A dump station is nearby. Boat docks and launching facilities are available at Wynoochee Lake. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $20-25 per night, $5 per extra vehicle per night; the group site is $45 per night and yurts are $70 per night. Open May-November, weather permitting.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 and drive north on U.S. 101 to the Aberdeen/Highway 8 exit. Turn west on Highway 8 and drive 36 miles (it becomes U.S. 12 at Elma) to Montesano. Continue two miles on U.S. 12 to Wynoochee Valley Road. Turn right (north) on Wynoochee Valley Road and drive 12 miles to Forest Road 22. Continue north on Forest Road 22 (a gravel road) for 23 miles to Wynoochee Lake. Just south of the lake, bear left and drive on Forest Road 2294 (which runs along the lake’s northwest shore) for one mile to the camp on the west shore of Wynoochee Lake. Obtaining a U.S. Forest Service map is helpful.


Contact: Olympic National Forest, Hood Canal Ranger District, Quilcene Office, 360/765-2200, www.fs.fed.us.


51 BROWN CREEK


[image: Image]


Scenic rating: 9


on Brown Creek in Olympic National Forest


Map grid B2


Brown Creek is little known among out-of-town visitors. While this camp is accessible to two-wheel-drive vehicles, the access road connects to a network of primitive, backcountry forest roads. It is situated within the vast Olympic National Forest, which offers many opportunities for outdoor recreation. Wheelchair-accessible Brown Creek Nature Trail begins at the hand pump and makes a one-mile loop around the camp, featuring views of an active beaver pond. Obtain a U.S. Forest Service map to expand your trip.


Campsites, facilities: There are 12 sites for tents or RVs up to 20 feet long and eight sites for tents only. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Drinking water (summer only) and vault toilets are available. Garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $14 per night, $5 per extra vehicle per night. Open year-round, weather permitting.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 for U.S. 101/Highway 8. Drive north on U.S. 101 for 31 miles (about six miles past Shelton) to Skokomish Valley Road. Turn left (west) and drive 5.3 miles to Forest Road 23. Turn right on Forest Road 23 and drive nine miles to Forest Road 2353. Turn right on Forest Road 2353 and drive one mile to the South Fork Skokomish River Bridge. Cross the bridge, then turn right sharply onto Forest Road 2340 and drive 0.25 mile to the camp. Obtaining a U.S. Forest Service map is advisable.


Contact: Olympic National Forest, Hood Canal Ranger District, Quilcene Office, 360/765-2200, www.fs.fed.us.


52 LEBAR HORSE CAMP
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Scenic rating: 9


in Olympic National Forest


Map grid B2


This camp is exclusively for people with horses or pack animals, such as mules, mollies, llamas, and goats. The camp provides access to Lower South Fork Skokomish Trail, a 10.9 mile trip (one-way). The camp features beautiful old-growth forest, with western hemlock and Douglas fir.


Campsites, facilities: There are 13 sites for tents or RVs up to 28 feet long for the exclusive use of campers with pack animals. Picnic tables, fire grills, hitching posts, and high lines are provided. Vault toilets are available. There is no drinking water, and garbage must be packed out. A day-use area with a picnic shelter is available nearby. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $14 per night (8 people max.), $5 per extra vehicle per night. Open May-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 for U.S. 101/Highway 8. Drive north on U.S. 101 for 31 miles (about six miles past Shelton) to Skokomish Valley Road. Turn left (west) and drive 5.3 miles to Forest Road 23. Turn right on Forest Road 23 and drive nine miles to Forest Road 2353. Turn right on Forest Road 2353 and drive one mile to the South Fork Skokomish River Bridge. Cross the bridge, turn left sharply to remain on Forest Road 2353, and drive 0.5 mile to the camp. Obtaining a U.S. Forest Service map is advisable.


Contact: Olympic National Forest, Hood Canal Ranger District, Quilcene Office, 360/765-2200, www.fs.fed.us.


53 BIG CREEK
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Scenic rating: 7


near Lake Cushman in Olympic National Forest


Map grid B2


Big Creek is an alternative to Staircase Camp on the North Fork of the Skokomish River and Camp Cushman and Recreation Park, both of which get heavier use. The sites here are large and well spaced for privacy over 30 acres, primarily of second-growth forest. Big Creek runs adjacent to the campground. A four-mile loop trail extends from camp and connects to Mount Eleanor Trail. A bonus: Two walk-in sites are located along the creek.


Campsites, facilities: There are 23 sites for tents or RVs up to 30 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, vault toilets, and a sheltered picnic area are available. A boat dock and ramp are located at nearby Lake Cushman. Garbage must be packed out. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $20 per night, $5 per extra vehicle per night. Open May-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 for U.S. 101/Highway 8. Drive north on U.S. 101 for 37 miles to Hoodsport and Lake Cushman Road (Highway 119). Turn left on Lake Cushman Road and drive nine miles (two miles north of Camp Cushman) to the T intersection with Forest Road 24. Turn left and the campground is on the right.


Contact: Olympic National Forest, Hood Canal Ranger District, Quilcene Office, 360/765-2200, www.fs.fed.us; visitors center, 360/877-2021.


54 SKOKOMISH PARK AT LAKE CUSHMAN
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Scenic rating: 10


on Lake Cushman near Hoodsport


Map grid B2


B


Set in the foothills of the Olympic Mountains on the shore of Lake Cushman, this 500-acre park features a 10-mile-long blue-water mountain lake, eight miles of park shoreline, forested hillsides, and awesome views of snowcapped peaks. Beach access and good trout fishing are other highlights. The park has eight miles of hiking trails. Windsurfing, waterskiing, and swimming are all popular here. A nine-hole golf course is nearby.


Campsites, facilities: There are 60 sites for tents, 34 sites with full hookups (20 and 30 amps) for RVs up to 30 feet long, two hike-in/bike-in sites, and one group camp for up to 80 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a camp store, picnic area, amphitheater, horseshoe pits, badminton, volleyball court, ice, and firewood are available. A restaurant is within five miles. Boat docks and launching facilities are also available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are recommended ($7 reservation fee). RV sites start at $34 per night, tent sites start at $28 per night, hike-in/bike-in sites start at $23 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. The group camp starts at $179 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round, weather permitting.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take the U.S. 101 exit and drive north 37 miles to Hoodsport and Highway 119 (Lake Cushman Road). Turn left (west) on Lake Cushman Road and drive 7.5 miles to the park on the left.


Contact: Skokomish Park at Lake Cushman, 7211 N. Lake Cushman Rd., Hoodsport, 360/877-5760, www.skokomishpark.com.


55 LAKE CUSHMAN RESORT
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Scenic rating: 10


on Lake Cushman near Hoodsport


Map grid B2


This campground on Lake Cushman has full facilities for water sports, including boat launching and rentals. Waterskiing and fishing are popular. Lake Cushman Dam makes a good side trip. Trails in the Olympic National Forest and at Staircase in Olympic National Park are nearby.


Campsites, facilities: There are 50 sites for tents or RVs up to 22 feet long (no hookups), 21 sites with partial hookups (20 amps) for RVs up to 40 feet long, and 12 cabins. Double and triple tent sites are also available. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Drinking water, flush and portable toilets, firewood, a convenience store, boat docks and launching facilities, mooring, and boat rentals are available. Groups can be accommodated. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are recommended. RV sites are $34-40 per night, tent sites are $34-75 per night, $5 per each additional person per night, $6 per each additional vehicle, $10 per pet per stay, and mooring is $10-15 per day. Off-season rates available October 1-April 30. Some credit cards are accepted. Open mid-April-mid-October; cabins are open year-round.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take the U.S. 101 exit and drive north 37 miles to Hoodsport and Highway 119/Lake Cushman Road. Turn left (west) on Lake Cushman Road and drive 4.5 miles to the resort on the left.


Contact: Lake Cushman Resort, 4621 N. Lake Cushman Rd., Hoodsport, 360/877-9630 or 800/588-9630, www.lakecushman.com.


56 REST-A-WHILE RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 5


on Hood Canal north of Hoodsport


Map grid B2


This seven-acre park, located at sea level on Hood Canal, offers waterfront sites and a private beach for clamming and oyster gathering, not to mention plenty of opportunities to fish, boat, and scuba dive. It’s an alternative to Potlatch State Park and Glen-Ayr RV Park.


Campsites, facilities: There are 92 sites for tents or RVs up to 45 feet (30 and 50 amps); some sites are pull-through. Cabin and cottage rentals are also available. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided at some sites. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi, propane gas, firewood, a clubhouse, restaurant, coin laundry, and ice are available. A café is within walking distance. Boat and kayak rentals and a private beach for clamming and oyster gathering (in season) are also available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. RV sites are $40-45 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 for U.S. 101/Highway 8. Drive north on U.S. 101 for 37 miles to Hoodsport. Continue 2.5 miles north on U.S. 101 to the park located at Milepost 329.


Contact: Rest-A-While RV Park, 27001 N. US Hwy. 101, Hoodsport, 360/877-9474 or 866/637-9474, www.restawhile.com.


57 GLEN-AYR RV PARK & MOTEL
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Scenic rating: 5


on Hood Canal near Hoodsport


Map grid B2


This fully developed, nine-acre park is located at sea level on Hood Canal, where there are opportunities to fish and scuba dive. Salmon fishing is especially excellent. Swimming and boating round out the options. The park also has a spa, moorage, horseshoe pits, recreation field, and a motel.


Campsites, facilities: There are 36 sites with full hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs of any length, 14 motel rooms, a townhouse, two suites with kitchens, and one furnished cabin for up to six adults (no pets). Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables are provided. No open fires are allowed. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi, propane gas, ice, a spa, recreation hall, barbecue, gazebo (with interior dining), seasonal organized activities, and coin laundry are available. A store and café are within one mile. A boat dock is located across the street from the park, with moorage for guests. Leashed pets are permitted in certain sites.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $29-60 per night, $5 per person per night for more than two people, $5 per extra vehicle per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 for U.S. 101/Highway 8. Drive north on U.S. 101 for 37 miles to Hoodsport. Continue one mile north on U.S. 101 to the park on the left.


Contact: Glen-Ayr RV Park & Motel, 25381 N. U.S. 101, Hoodsport, 360/877-9522 or 866/877-9522, www.glenayr.com.


58 POTLATCH STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


on Hood Canal


Map grid B2


This 125-acre state park features good shellfish harvesting in season. The park has 5,700 feet of shoreline on Hood Canal with 0.2 mile for hiking and biking. The shoreline and water bring people here for the good kayaking, windsurfing, scuba diving, clamming, and fishing. The park is named for the potlatch, a Skyhomish gift-giving ceremony. There are four major rivers, the Skokomish, Hamma Hamma, Duckabush, and Dosewallips, within a 30-mile radius of the park. The park receives an annual rainfall of 64 inches.


Campsites, facilities: There are 35 sites with full or partial hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs up to 60 feet long, 38 sites for tents, and two hike-in/bike-in sites. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, firewood, an amphitheater, a picnic area, and seasonal interpretive programs are available. Five mooring buoys are located at the park, and a boat launch and dock are available nearby. Groceries, gas, and propane are available three miles away. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted in summer at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com. Sites are $20-45 per night, $12 per night for hike-in/bike-in sites, $10 per extra vehicle per night, $12 buoy fee per night. Open year-round.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 for U.S. 101/Highway 8. Drive north on U.S. 101 for 22 miles to Shelton. Continue north on U.S. 101 for 12 miles to the park on the right (located along the shoreline of Annas Bay on Hood Canal).


Contact: Potlatch State Park, 360/877-5361, http://parks.state.wa.us.


59 SCHAFER STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


on the Satsop River


Map grid B2


This unique destination boasts many interesting features, including buildings constructed from native stone. A heavily wooded, rural camp, Schafer State Park covers 119 acres along the East Fork of the Satsop River. The river is known for fishing and rafting. Fish for sea-run cutthroat in summer, salmon in fall, and steelhead in late winter. There are good canoeing and kayaking spots, some with Class II and III rapids, along the Middle and West Forks of the Satsop. Three miles of hiking trails are also available. At one time, this park was the Schafer Logging Company Park and was used by employees and their families. The park features outdoor exhibits, summer lectures, and a host of year-round events.


Campsites, facilities: There are 27 sites for tents and RVs up to 40 feet long, nine sites with water and electricity, four walk-in tent sites, one primitive site, one ADA site, and two group sites for up to 50 and 100 people respectively. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. A restroom with flush toilets, coin showers, drinking water, picnic shelters that can be reserved, a dump station, and horseshoe pits are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted for summer at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com. Sites are $20-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night, hike-in/bike-in sites are $12 per night, and the group sites are $69.89-209.67 per night. Open late April-early October, weather permitting.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 to U.S. 101. Drive west on U.S. 101 for six miles to Highway 8. Turn west on Highway 8 and drive to Elma (Highway 8 becomes Highway 12). Continue west on Highway 12 for five miles to the Brady exit/West Satsop Road (four miles east of Montesano). Turn right (north) on West Satsop Road and drive eight miles to Schafer Park Road. Turn right and drive two miles to the park.


Contact: Schafer State Park, 360/482-3852, http://parks.state.wa.us.


60 LAKE SYLVIA STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


on Lake Sylvia


Map grid B2


B


This 252-acre state park on the shore of Lake Sylvia features nearly three miles of freshwater shoreline. The park is located in a former logging camp in a wooded area set midway between Olympia and the Pacific Ocean. Expect plenty of rustic charm, with displays of old logging gear, a giant ball carved out of wood from a single log, and some monstrous stumps. The lake is good for fishing and ideal for canoes, prams, or small boats with oars or electric motors; no gas motors are permitted. Five miles of hiking trails and a 0.5-mile wheelchair-accessible trail meander through the park. Additional recreation options include trout fishing and swimming.


Campsites, facilities: There are 31 tent sites, four sites with partial hookups for RVs up to 30 feet long, two hike-in/bike-in sites, and one group site for tents only that can accommodate up to 50 people and five vehicles. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, boat launch, picnic area, a kitchen shelter that can be reserved, firewood, and a playground are available. A coin laundry and grocery store are located within two miles. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted for individual sites and are required for the group site (Apr.-Sept.) at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $20-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night, hike-in/bike-in sites are $12 per night, and the group site is $71-171 per night (20-person min., 50-person max.). Open early April-mid-October, weather permitting.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 to U.S. 101. Drive west on U.S. 101 for six miles to Highway 8. Turn west on Highway 8 (it becomes Highway 12) and drive 26 miles to Montesano and West Pioneer Street (the only stoplight in town). Turn left on West Pioneer Street and drive three blocks to 3rd Street. Turn right and drive two miles to the park entrance (route is well signed).


Contact: Lake Sylvia State Park, 360/249-3621, http://parks.state.wa.us.


61 TRAVEL INN RESORT
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Scenic rating: 7


on Lake Sylvia near Elma


Map grid B2


This is a membership campground, which means sites for RV travelers are available only if there is extra space. It can be difficult to get a spot May-September, but the park opens up significantly in the off-season. There are five major rivers or lakes within 15 minutes of this camp (Satsop, Chehalis, Wynoochee, Black River, and Lake Sylvia). Nearby Lake Sylvia State Park provides multiple marked hiking trails. Additional recreation options include trout fishing, swimming, and golf (three miles away).


Campsites, facilities: There are 134 sites with full or partial hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs of any length and three tent sites. Picnic tables are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, coin laundry, two community fire pits, a gazebo, a seasonal heated swimming pool, playground, basketball, volleyball, badminton, shuffleboard, game room, cable TV, Wi-Fi and modem access, seasonal organized activities, and a clubhouse are available. A grocery store, gas station, propane, and restaurant are available within one mile. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted May-September. Sites are $40-42 per night. No credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 104 to U.S. 101. Drive west on U.S. 101 for six miles to Highway 8. Turn west on Highway 8 and drive to Elma (Highway 8 becomes Highway 12). Take the first Elma exit and drive to the stop sign and Highway 12/East Main Street. Turn right and drive about 200 yards to the end of the highway and a stop sign. Turn right and drive another 200 yards to the resort on the right.


Contact: Travel Inn Resort, 801 East Main, Elma, 360/482-3877 or 800/871-2888, www.kmresorts.com.


62 KITSAP MEMORIAL STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 10


on Hood Canal


Map grid C2


B


Kitsap Memorial State Park is a beautiful spot for campers along Hood Canal. The park covers only 58 acres but features sweeping views of Puget Sound and 1,797 feet of shoreline. The park has 1.5 miles of hiking trails and two open grassy fields for family play. Note that the nearest boat launch is four miles away, north on State Route 3 at Salisbury County Park. An 18-hole golf course and swimming, fishing, and hiking at nearby Anderson Lake Recreation Area are among the activities available. A short drive north will take you to historic Old Fort Townsend, which makes an excellent day trip.


Campsites, facilities: There are 21 sites for tents or RVs up to 30 feet long, 18 sites with partial hookups (30 amps) for RVs, three hike-in/bike-in sites, a group camp for 20-56 people, and four cabins. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, a dump station, sheltered picnic area, firewood, a playground, ballfields, and a community meeting hall are available. Two gas stations with mini-marts are located just outside the park. Two boat buoys are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted for individual campsites, but are required for the group camp at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $20-45 per night, hike-in/bike-in sites are $12 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. The group camp is $151 per night and the cabins are $45-69 per night. Open year-round.


Directions: From Tacoma on I-5, turn north on Highway 16 and drive 44 miles (Highway 16 turns into Highway 3). Continue north on Highway 3 and drive six miles to Park Street. Turn left and drive 200 yards to the park entrance on the right (it’s well-marked). The park is located four miles south of the Hood Canal Bridge.


Contact: Kitsap Memorial State Park, 360/779-3205, http://parks.state.wa.us.


63 COVE RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 5


near Dabob Bay near Brinnon


Map grid C2


This five-acre private camp enjoys a rural setting close to the shore of Dabob Bay (said to be home of the world’s largest clam pile), yet it is fully developed. Campsites are graveled and grassy with a few trees. A walking trail skirts Marple Creek and scuba diving is popular in this area. Dosewallips State Park is a short drive away and a possible side trip.


Campsites, facilities: There are 24 sites with full hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs up to 40 feet. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi, propane gas, a convenience store, bait and tackle, coin laundry, barbecue area, horseshoe pits, and ice are available. Boat docks and launching facilities are on Hood Canal 2.2 miles from the park. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $35 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open April 1-October 31.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, drive north on U.S. 101 for about 60 miles to Brinnon (located about one mile north of Dosewallips State Park). Continue three miles north on U.S. 101 to the park on the right (before Milepost 303).


Contact: Cove RV Park, 303075 N. U.S. 101, Brinnon, 360/796-4723, www.coverv.com.


64 SEAL ROCK
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Scenic rating: 9


on Dabob Bay in Olympic National Forest


Map grid C2


Seal Rock is a 30-acre camp set along the shore near the mouth of Dabob Bay. This is one of the few national forest campgrounds anywhere located on saltwater. It brings with it the opportunity to harvest oysters and clams in season, and it is an outstanding jumping-off point for scuba diving. Most campsites are set along the waterfront, spaced among trees. Carry-in boats, such as kayaks and canoes, can be launched from the north landing. The Native American Nature Trail and Marine Biology Nature Trail begin at the day-use area. These are short walks, each less than 0.5 mile. This camp is extremely popular in the summer, often filling up quickly.


Campsites, facilities: There are 41 sites for tents or RVs up to 21 feet long. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets, drinking water, garbage bins, and a picnic area are available. A camp host is on-site in summer. Boat docks and launching facilities are nearby on Hood Canal and in Dabob Bay. Some facilities, including viewing areas and trails, are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $18 per night, $5 per each additional vehicle. Open May-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, drive north on U.S. 101 for about 60 miles to Brinnon (located about one mile north of Dosewallips State Park). Continue two miles north on U.S. 101 to Seal Rock and the camp on the right.


Contact: Olympic National Forest, Hood Canal Ranger District, Quilcene Office, 360/765-2200, www.fs.fed.us.


65 DOSEWALLIPS STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


on Dosewallips Creek


Map grid C2


This 1,039-acre park is set on the shore of Hood Canal at the mouth of the Dosewallips River. Most sites are grassy and are located in scenic and rustic settings. The campsite is popular because it’s set right off a major highway; reservations or early arrival is advised. The park features 5,500 feet of saltwater shoreline on Hood Canal and 5,400 feet of shoreline on both sides of the Dosewallips River. Check regulations for fishing and clamming, which fluctuate according to time, season, and supply. There is no formal swimming area on the river, though it is a popular park activity. Please note that the river can be swift and may not be suitable for younger children. Mushrooming is available in season. The park often hosts an annual “Shrimp Fest” in April. Access is not affected by the nearby slide area.


Campsites, facilities: There are 75 sites for tents, 48 utility sites for RVs up to 60 feet (no hookups), three platform tent sites, 12 cabins, and two group sites for 20-80 people. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, a sheltered picnic area, interpretive activities, and a summer Junior Ranger Program are available. A wildlife-viewing platform, horseshoe pits, saltwater boat-launching facilities, and overnight mooring sites are available within the park. A store and café are available nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $20-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night; hike-in/bike-in sites are $14 per night, platform tent rentals are $44-65 per night, group sites are $154-225 per night, cabins are $50-76 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round with limited sites in winter.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, drive north on U.S. 101 for about 60 miles (one mile south of Brinnon) to the state park entrance on the left.


Contact: Dosewallips State Park, 360/796-4415, http://parks.state.wa.us.


66 SCENIC BEACH STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 10


on Hood Canal


Map grid C2


Scenic Beach is an exceptionally beautiful state park with beach access and superb views of the Olympic Mountains. The 88-acre campground accesses 1,500 feet of saltwater beachfront on Hood Canal. The park is also known for its wild rhododendrons in spring. Wheelchair-accessible paths lead to a country garden, gazebo, rustic bridge, and large trees. Many species of birds and wildlife can often be seen here. This camp is also close to Green Mountain Forest, where there is extensive hiking. A boat ramp is 0.5 mile east of the park. A nice touch here is that park staff will check out volleyballs and horseshoes during the summer.


Campsites, facilities: There are 52 sites for tents or RVs up to 60 feet (18 sites are pull-through) and a group camp for 20-40 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, and a dump station are available. A sheltered picnic area, playground, horseshoe pits, and volleyball fields are nearby. A boat ramp, dock, and moorage are available within one mile. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $20-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. Call for group rates. Open year-round, weather permitting.


Directions: From the junction at Highway 16 and Highway 3 in Bremerton, turn north on Highway 3 and drive about nine miles and take the first Silverdale exit (Newberry Hill Road). Turn left and drive approximately three miles to the end of the road. Turn right on Seabeck Highway and drive six miles to Scenic Beach Road. Turn right and drive one mile to the park.


Contact: Scenic Beach State Park, 360/830-5079, http://parks.state.wa.us.


67 FAY BAINBRIDGE PARK
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Scenic rating: 10


on Bainbridge Island


Map grid C2


B


This former state park is now run by the local parks and recreation district. Set on the edge of Puget Sound, it still offers beauty and great recreation. The park covers just 17 acres but features 1,420 feet of saltwater shoreline on the northeast corner of the island. You can hike several miles along the beach at low tide; the water temperature is typically about 55°F in summer. The primitive walk-in sites are heavily wooded, and the developed sites have great views of the sound. On clear days, campers can enjoy views of Mount Rainier and Mount Baker to the east, and at night the park provides beautiful vistas of the lights of Seattle. Clamming, diving, picnicking, beachcombing, and kite-flying are popular here. In the winter months, there is excellent salmon fishing just offshore of the park.


Campsites, facilities: There are 26 sites for RVs up to 40 feet long; seven sites have water only; 19 sites have water and electricity. There are also 14 sites for tents only, three hike-in/bike-in sites (one night max.), two cabins, and one group site for up to 16 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, sheltered picnic areas, firewood, horseshoes, and playground are available. Mooring buoys are available nearby. A store and café are located within three miles. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted online ($3 reservation fee). RV sites are $30-40 per night, tent sites are $20 per night, the cabins are $95 per night, and the group site is $65 per night; $10 per extra vehicle per night, hike-in/bike-in sites are $7 per person per night. Two-night minimum for weekend. Open year-round, weather permitting.


Directions: From Tacoma at I-5, turn north on Highway 16 and drive 30 miles to Bremerton to the junction with Highway 3. Turn north on Highway 3 and drive 18 miles to Highway 305. Turn south on Highway 305 and drive over the bridge to Bainbridge Island and continue three miles to Day Road. Turn left and drive 1.5 miles to Sunrise Drive. Turn left and drive two miles to the park on the right.


Note: From Seattle, this camp can be more easily accessed by taking the Bainbridge Island ferry and then Highway 305 north to Day Road at the northeast end of the island. From there, follow the directions above.


Contact: Bainbridge Island, 206/842-2306, www.biparks.org.


68 GREEN MOUNTAIN HORSE CAMP
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Scenic rating: 7


in Green Mountain State Forest


Map grid C2


This is a prime spot. Operated by the Department of Natural Resources, the campground is located in Green Mountain State Forest. The Backcountry Horsemen of Washington hosts the camp, which features facilities for horses. Hand-pumped stock water is available, a plus for such a primitive site. Note that if the gate is closed, a four-mile hike is required to reach the sites.


Campsites, facilities: There are 12 sites for tents or RVs up to 25 feet. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets, a group shelter, and horse corrals are available. There is no drinking water, and garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. There is no fee for camping, but a Discover Pass is required. A gate limits vehicular access to the camp; walk-in access is available when the gate is closed. A free map and brochure are available. Open Memorial Day-Labor Day, with seasonal vehicle access.


Directions: From Tacoma on I-5, turn north on Highway 16 and drive 30 miles to Bremerton and the junction with Highway 3. Turn north on Highway 3 and drive to Newberry Hill Road. Turn left onto Seabeck Highway and drive two miles to Holly Road. Turn right on Holly Road and drive 2.2 miles to Tahuya Lake Road. Turn left and drive one mile to Green Mountain Road and the Department of Natural Resources parking lot and trailhead. If the gate is closed, it is a four-mile hike to the campground.


Contact: Department of Natural Resources, South Puget Sound Region, 360/825-1631, www.dnr.wa.gov.


69 ILLAHEE STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 9


near Bremerton


Map grid C2


This 75-acre park, named for a Native American word for earth or country, features the last stand of old-growth forest in Kitsap County, including one of the largest yew trees in America. The park also features 1,785 feet of saltwater frontage. The campsites are located in a pretty, forested area, and some are grassy. The shoreline is fairly rocky, set on the shore of Port Orchard Bay, although there is a small sandy area for sunbathers. Clamming is popular here. A fishing pier is available for anglers. Note that large vessels can be difficult to launch at the ramp here.


Campsites, facilities: There are 23 sites for tents or RVs up to 40 feet long (no hookups), two sites for tents or RVs up to 35 feet long (50 amp full hookups), and five hike-in/bike-in sites. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, firewood, dump station, and a pier are available. Boat docks, launching facilities, five mooring buoys, and 356 feet of moorage float space are also available. A sheltered picnic area, horseshoes, volleyball, a field, and a playground are nearby. A coin laundry and ice are located within one mile. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted May 15-September 15 at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $20-45 per night, hike-in/bike-in sites are $12 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. A watercraft launching permit is $7; a trailer dumping permit is $5. Open year-round.


Directions: On Highway 3, drive to Bremerton and the East Bremerton exit. Drive east for 7.5 miles to Sylvan Way. Turn left and drive 1.5 miles to the park entrance road.


Contact: Illahee State Park, 360/478-6460, http://parks.state.wa.us.


70 MANCHESTER STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 9


near Port Orchard


Map grid C2


Manchester State Park is set on the edge of Port Orchard, providing excellent lookouts across Puget Sound. The park covers 111 acres, with 3,400 feet of saltwater shoreline on Rich Passage in Puget Sound. The landscape is filled with fir maple, hemlock, cedar, alder, and ash, which are very pretty in the fall. There are approximately 2.5 miles of hiking trails, including an interpretive trail. Group and day-use reservations are available. Note that the beach is closed to shellfish harvesting. In the early 1900s, this park site was used as a U.S. Coast Guard defense installation. A gun battery remains from the park’s early days, along with two other buildings that are on the register of National Historical Monuments.


Campsites, facilities: There are 35 sites for tents, 15 sites with partial hookups (30 amps) for tents or RVs up to 60 feet long, three hike-in/bike-in sites, and one group site with hookups (30 amps) for tents or RVs that can accommodate up to 130 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, dump station, firewood, sheltered picnic area, volleyball field, and horseshoe pit are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted for individual sites (mid-May-mid-Sept.) and the group site at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $20-45 per night, hike-in/bike-in sites are $12 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. The group site is $140.04 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round, with limited winter facilities.


Directions: From Tacoma on I-5, turn north on Highway 16 and drive to the Port Orford/Sedgwick Road exit and Highway 160. Turn right (east) and drive one mile to Long Lake Road. Turn left and drive six miles to Milehill. Turn right on Milehill and drive about one mile to Colchester Road. Turn left on Colchester Road and drive through Manchester, continuing for two miles to the park.


Note: Directions to this park are flawed on most website maps and in other books. Use the directions above, and when nearing the camp, note that the route is signed.


Contact: Manchester State Park, 360/871-4065, http://parks.state.wa.us.


71 BELFAIR STATE PARK


[image: Image]


Scenic rating: 8


on Hood Canal


Map grid C2


Belfair State Park is situated along the southern edge of Hood Canal, spanning 65 acres with 3,720 feet of saltwater shoreline. This park is known for its saltwater tidal flats, wetlands, and wind-blown beach grasses. Beach walking and swimming are good. The camp is set primarily amid conifer forest and marshlands on Hood Canal with nearby streams, tideland, and wetlands. A gravel-rimmed pool that is separate from Hood Canal creates a unique swimming area; water level is determined by the tides. Note that the DNR Tahuya Multiple-Use Area is nearby with trails for motorcycles, mountain biking, hiking, horseback riding, and off-road vehicles. Big Mission Creek and Little Mission Creek, both located in the park, are habitat for chum salmon during spawning season in fall.


Campsites, facilities: There are 116 sites for tents, 37 sites with full hookups (30 amps) for RVs up to 60 feet, and three hike-in/bike-in sites. There are also four cabins and one canoe/kayak site. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, firewood, a bathhouse, dump station, swimming lagoon, playground, badminton, volleyball court, and horseshoe pits are available. A store and restaurant are located nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $20-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night, hike-in/bike-in sites are $12 per night, and the water trail site is $12 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Tacoma on I-5, drive to the Highway 16 West exit. Take Highway 16 northwest and drive about 27 miles toward Bremerton and Belfair (after the Port Orchard exits, note that the highway merges into three lanes). Get in the left lane for the Belfair/State Route 3 South exit. Take that exit and turn left at the traffic signal. Take State Route 3 eight miles south to Belfair to State Route 300 (at the signal just after the Safeway). Turn right and drive three miles to the park entrance.


Contact: Belfair State Park, 360/275-0668, http://parks.state.wa.us.


72 TWANOH STATE PARK


[image: Image]


Scenic rating: 8


near Union


Map grid C2


This state park is set on the shore of Hood Canal at one of the warmest saltwater bodies in Puget Sound—and likely the warmest saltwater beach in the state. Twanoh, from a Native American word meaning gathering place, covers 182 acres, with 3,167 feet of saltwater shoreline. Swimming and oyster, clam, and crab harvesting are popular here. Winter smelting is also popular; check regulations. In late fall, the chum salmon can be seen heading up the small creek; fishing for them is prohibited. Most of the park buildings are made of brick, stone, and round logs, built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s. You’ll also see extensive evidence of logging from the 1890s. Amenities include a tennis court, horseshoe pits, and a concession stand.


Campsites, facilities: There are 25 sites for tents or RVs (no hookups), 22 sites with full hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs up to 35 feet long, and one canoe/kayak site. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers and drinking water are available. A seasonal snack bar, sheltered picnic area, firewood, boat ramp, boat dock, moorage buoys, marine pump-out station, wading pool, horseshoes, badminton, and volleyball are available nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted only for the group site at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com. Sites are $25-35 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. Open April-October, weather permitting.


Directions: From Bremerton, take Highway 3 southwest to Belfair and Highway 106. Turn right (west) and drive eight miles to the park. If driving from U.S. 101, turn east on Highway 106 and drive 12 miles to the park.


Contact: Twanoh State Park, 360/275-2222, http://parks.state.wa.us.


73 JARRELL’S COVE MARINA
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Scenic rating: 6


near Shelton


Map grid C2


The marina and nearby Puget Sound are the big draws here. This small camp features 1,000 feet of shoreline and 0.5 mile of public beach. Clamming is available in season.


Campsites, facilities: There are three sites with partial hookups for RVs up to 40 feet long. Picnic tables and barbecues are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, propane gas, a dump station, a seasonal convenience store, bait and tackle, coin laundry, gasoline, marine fuel, boat docks, and moorage are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $35 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open Memorial Day-Labor Day.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, turn north on U.S. 101 and drive 22 miles to Shelton and Highway 3. Turn north on Highway 3 and drive about eight miles to Pickering Road. Turn right and drive to the Harstine Bridge. Cross the bridge and continue to North Island Drive. Turn left on North Island Drive and drive 2.8 miles to Haskell Hill Road. Turn left (west) on Haskell Hill Road and drive one mile to the marina.


Contact: Jarrell’s Cove Marina, 220 E. Wilson Rd., Shelton, 360/426-8823 or 800/362-8823.


74 PENROSE POINT STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


on Puget Sound


Map grid C2


This park on Carr Inlet on Puget Sound, overlooking Lake Bay, has a remote feel, but it’s actually not far from Tacoma. The park covers 162 acres, with two miles of saltwater frontage on Mayo Cove and Carr Inlet. The camp has impressive stands of fir and cedar nearby, along with ferns and rhododendrons. The park has 2.5 miles of trails for biking and hiking. Bay Lake is a popular fishing lake for trout and is located one mile away; a boat launch is available there. Penrose is known for its excellent fishing, crabbing, clamming, and oysters. The nearest boat launch to Puget Sound is located three miles away in the town of Home.


Campsites, facilities: There are 82 sites for tents or RVs up to 35 feet (no hookups), one water trail boat-in site, and a group camp for tents or RVs for 20-50 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, firewood, horseshoe pits, sheltered picnic areas, an interpretive trail, and a beach are available. Boat docks, a marine pump-out station, and mooring buoys are nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted May 15-September 15 and are required year-round for the group site at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $20-37 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night, primitive sites and boat-in sites are $12 per night; call for group rates. Boat mooring is $0.70 per foot with a $15 minimum. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Tacoma, drive north on Highway 16 for about 10 miles to the Highway 302/Purdy exit. At the light turn left onto Highway 302, which changes into Key Peninsula Highway. Stay on Key Peninsula Highway and drive south nine miles through the towns of Key Center and Home to Cornwall Road KPS (second road after crossing the Home Bridge). Drive 1.25 miles more to 158 Avenue KPS. Turn left and continue on 158 Avenue KPS to the park entrance.


Contact: Penrose Point State Park, 253/884-2514, http://parks.state.wa.us.


75 GIG HARBOR RV RESORT
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Scenic rating: 7


near Tacoma


Map grid C2


This is a popular layover spot for folks heading up to Bremerton. Just a short jaunt off the highway, it’s pleasant, clean, and friendly. An 18-hole golf course, full-service marina, and tennis courts are located nearby. Look for the great view of Mount Rainier from the end of the harbor.


Campsites, facilities: There are 93 sites, most with full or partial hookups (20, 30 and 50 amps), including some long-term rentals, for tents or RVs of any length and one cabin. Some sites are pull-through. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi, propane gas, a dump station, a clubroom, coin laundry, playground, horseshoe pits, sports field, and a seasonal heated swimming pool are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Tent sites are $31.50 per night, RV sites are $35-45 per night, $4-5 per each additional person per night, $4 per each additional vehicle per night, $2 per pet per day. The cabin is $54 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Tacoma, drive northwest on Highway 16 for 12 miles to the Burnham Drive NW exit. Take that exit and enter the roundabout to the first right and Burnham Drive NW. Turn right on Burnham Drive NW and drive 1.25 miles to the resort on the left.


Contact: Gig Harbor RV Resort, 9515 Burnham Dr. NW, Gig Harbor, 253/858-8138 or 800/526-8311, www.gigharborrvresort.com.


76 AMERICAN SUNSET RV AND TENT RESORT
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Scenic rating: 8


near Westport Harbor


Map grid B3


If location is everything, then this RV camp, set on a peninsula, is a big winner. It covers 32 acres and is 10 blocks from the ocean; hiking and biking trails are nearby. The park is divided into two areas: one for campers, another for long-term rentals. Nearby are Westhaven and Westport Light State Parks, popular with hikers, rockhounds, scuba divers, and surf anglers. Fishing and crabbing off the docks are also options; you can also swim, but not off the docks. Monthly rentals are available in summer.


Campsites, facilities: There are 118 sites with full hookups (20, 30, and 50 amps) for RVs up to 45 feet long, 34 sites for tents, one lighthouse unit, one beach house, one cabana, and one rental mobile home. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, satellite TV, Wi-Fi, coin laundry, a convenience store, propane, a seasonal heated swimming pool, horseshoe pits, a playground, and a fish-cleaning station are available. A marina is located three blocks away. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted by phone. RV Sites are $43 per night, tent sites are $25 per night. Some discounts are available. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive south on State Route 105 for 22 miles to Westport and Montesano Street (the first exit in Westport). Turn right (northeast) on Montesano Street and drive three miles to the resort on the left.


Contact: American Sunset RV and Tent Resort, 360/268-0207 or 800/569-2267, www.americansunsetrv.com.


77 TOTEM RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


in Westport


Map grid B3


This 3.2-acre park is set 300 yards from the ocean and features an expanse of sand dunes between the park and the ocean. It has large, grassy sites close to Westhaven State Park, which offers day-use facilities. The owner is a fishing guide and can provide detailed fishing information. The salmon fishing within 10 miles of this park is often excellent in summer. Marked biking trails and a full-service marina are within five miles of the park.


Campsites, facilities: There are 80 sites with full or partial hookups (30 and 50 amps) for tents or RVs of any length. Some sites are pull-through. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi, a dump station, coin laundry, and ice are available. A pavilion, barbecue facilities with kitchen, and a fish-cleaning station are also available. Boat docks, launching facilities, and fishing charters are nearby. Propane gas, a store, and café are within 0.5 mile. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $35-40 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive south on State Route 105 for 20 miles to the turnoff for Westport. Turn right (north) on the State Route 105 spur and drive 4.3 miles to the docks and Nyhus Street. Turn left on Nyhus Street and drive two blocks to the park on the left.


Contact: Totem RV Park, 360/268-0025 or 888/TOTEM-RV (888/868-3678).


78 HOLAND CENTER
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Scenic rating: 6


in Westport


Map grid B3


This pleasant, 18-acre RV park is one of several in the immediate area. The sites are graveled or grassy, with ample space and pine trees in between. There is no beach access from the park, but full recreational facilities are available nearby. About half of the sites are long-term rentals.


Campsites, facilities: There are 85 sites with full hookups for RVs up to 35 feet long. Some picnic tables are provided. No open fires are allowed. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, cable TV, coin laundry, and storage sheds are available. Propane gas, a store, café, and ice are located within one mile. Boat docks and launching facilities are nearby. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $35 per night. Credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive south on State Route 105 for 22 miles to Westport. Continue on State Route 105 to a Y intersection. Bear right on Montesano Street and drive approximately two miles to Wilson Street. The park is on the left.


Contact: Holand Center, State Route 105 and Wilson Street, 360/268-9582.


79 PACIFIC MOTEL AND RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 5


near Twin Harbors


Map grid B3


This five-acre park has shaded sites in a wooded setting. It’s near Twin Harbors and Westport Light State Park, a day-use park nearby. Both parks have beach access. A full-service marina is located within two miles. About 25 percent of the sites are occupied with long-term rentals.


Campsites, facilities: There are 80 sites with full hookups (20, 30, and 50 amps) for RVs of any length, including 25 pull-through sites, and 12 sites for tents. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, propane gas, a dump station, fish-cleaning station, recreation hall with a kitchen, cable TV, Wi-Fi, coin laundry, and a seasonal heated swimming pool are available. A store, café, and ice are located within one mile. Boat-launching and boat docks are nearby in a full-service marina. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. RV sites are $38 per night, tent sites are $24 per night, $2 per person per night for more than two people. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive south on State Route 105 for approximately 21 miles to Westport. Go past the first Westport exit to a stop sign. Turn right onto the State Route 105 spur (becomes Forrest Street in Westport) and drive 1.8 miles to the park on the right.


Contact: Pacific Motel and RV Park, 360/268-9325, www.pacificmotelandrv.com.


80 TWIN HARBORS STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


near Westport


Map grid B3


The park covers 222 acres and is located four miles south of Westport. It was a military training ground in the 1930s. The campsites are close together and often crammed to capacity in the summer. Highlights include beach access and marked hiking trails, including Shifting Sands Nature Trail. The most popular recreation activities are surf fishing, surfing, beachcombing, and kite-flying. Fishing boats can be chartered nearby in Westport.


Campsites, facilities: There are 115 tent sites, 42 sites for RVs up to 35 feet long (30 amp full hookups), four hike-in/bike-in sites, five cabins, two yurts, and one group site for up to 60 people (no electricity). Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, a picnic area with a kitchen shelter, and horseshoe pits are available. A store, café, and ice are available within one mile. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted for individual sites and are required for the group site at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $20-42 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night, and hike-in/bike-in sites are $12 per night. Group rates vary according to size (20-person minimum, 60-person maximum, 10 vehicle limit). Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive south on State Route 105 for 17 miles to the park entrance on the left (4 miles south of Westport).


Contact: Twin Harbors State Park, 360/268-9717, http://parks.state.wa.us.


81 PORTER CREEK
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Scenic rating: 7


on Porter Creek in Capitol State Forest


Map grid B3


This primitive, rustic campground is set in the Capitol State Forest along the shore of Porter Creek and is managed by the Department of Natural Resources. The camp serves as a launch point for motorcycle and ATV trips. Within three miles, you can access trails that lead to a network of 87 miles of off-road vehicle trails and 84 miles of trails for non-motorized use—mountain biking is popular here.


Campsites, facilities: There are 16 sites for tents or RVs up to 16 feet (no hookups). Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. There is no drinking water and garbage must be packed out. Vault toilets are available. All-terrain vehicles are permitted. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. There is no fee for camping, but a Discover Pass is required. Open May-November, weather permitting.


Directions: On I-5, drive to Exit 88 (10 miles north of Chehalis) and U.S. 12. Turn west on U.S. 12 and drive 21 miles to Porter and Porter Creek Road. Turn right (northeast) on Porter Creek Road and drive 3.4 miles (last half mile is gravel) to a junction. Continue straight on B-Line Road for 0.6 mile to the campground on the left.


Contact: Department of Natural Resources, Pacific Cascade Region North, 360/577-2025, www.dnr.wa.gov.


82 MIDDLE WADDELL
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Scenic rating: 7


on Waddell Creek in Capitol State Forest


Map grid B3


This wooded campground is nestled along Waddell Creek in Capitol State Forest. The trails in the immediate vicinity are used primarily for all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), making for some noise. There is an extensive network of ATV trails in the area. Mountain bikers tend to prefer Fall Creek Camp.


Campsites, facilities: There are 24 sites for tents or RVs of any length. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets are available. There is no drinking water and garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. There is no fee for camping, but a Discover Pass is required. Open May-November, weather permitting.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, drive south for about 10 miles to Exit 95 and Highway 121. Turn west on Highway 121 and drive four miles to Littlerock. Continue west for one mile to Waddell Creek Road. Turn right and drive three miles and look for the campground entrance road on the left.


Contact: Department of Natural Resources, Pacific Cascade Region North, 360/577-2025, www.dnr.wa.gov.


83 FALL CREEK
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Scenic rating: 7


on Fall Creek in Capitol State Forest


Map grid B3


With good access to an 84-mile network of trails for non-motorized use, this camp is something of a mountain-biking headquarters. Although ATVs are allowed in the campground, they are not allowed on the adjacent trails. This wooded camp also provides horse facilities.


Campsites, facilities: There are eight sites for tents or RVs up to 45 feet (no hookups). Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. There is no drinking water and garbage must be packed out. Vault toilets, a corral, a hitching post, a watering trough, and a horse-loading ramp are available. A day-use staging area is also available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. There is no fee for camping, but a Discover Pass is required. Open May-November, weather permitting.


Directions: From Olympia, take I-5 to exit 95 onto Maytown Road SW and turn west. (If coming from I-5 South, you will cross under I-5.) Drive west on Maytown Road SW to Littlerock, where the road becomes 128th Avenue SW. Continue on 128th Avenue SW until it ends at Waddell Creek Road SW. Turn right (northwest) on Waddell Creek Road SW and drive two miles to the Triangle. Turn left. The road will become Sherman Valley Road SW. Drive one mile on Sherman Valley Road SW; the pavement ends and it becomes the “C-Line” road and enters the Capitol State Forest. Drive four miles and turn left at the second turnoff to the left, Road C-6000, signed Fall Creek Campground. Drive three miles to the campground on the right, just beyond a small bridge.


Contact: Department of Natural Resources, Pacific Cascade Region North, 360/577-2025, www.dnr.wa.gov.


84 MARGARET MCKENNY HORSE CAMP
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Scenic rating: 7


in Capitol State Forest


Map grid B3


With trails linked to an extensive network of trails for non-motorized use only, this camp is used primarily as a trailhead for horseback riders and mountain bikers. Most of the campsites are well away from the stream.


Campsites, facilities: There are 24 sites for tents or RVs up to 45 feet. Picnic tables, fire pits, and grills are provided. Vault toilets, a campfire circle, and a horse-loading ramp are available. There is no drinking water and garbage must be packed out. A campground host is on-site in summer. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. There is no fee for camping, but a Discover Pass is required. Open May-November, weather permitting.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, drive south for about 10 miles to Exit 95 and Highway 121. Turn west on Highway 121 and drive four miles to Littlerock. Continue west for one mile to Waddell Creek Road. Turn right and drive 2.5 miles and look for the campground entrance road on the left.


Contact: Department of Natural Resources, Pacific Cascade Region North, 360/577-2025, www.dnr.wa.gov.


85 GRAYLAND BEACH STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


near Grayland


Map grid B3


This state park features 412 acres and almost 7,500 feet of beach frontage. All the campsites are within easy walking distance of the ocean. The campsites are relatively spacious for a state park, but they are not especially private. This park is popular with out-of-towners, especially during summer. Recreation options include fishing, beachcombing, and kite-flying. The best spot for surfing is five miles north at Westhaven State Park.


Campsites, facilities: There are 55 sites with full hookups (30 and 50 amps) and 38 sites with partial hookups for tents and RVs up to 60 feet long, four tent sites, four hike-in/bike-in sites, and 16 yurts. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water and restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, an amphitheater, and a dump station are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $12-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night, hike-in/bike-in sites are $12 per night, and yurts are $59-89 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Aberdeen, drive south on State Route 105 for 22 miles to the park entrance. The park is just south of the town of Grayland on the right (west).


Contact: Grayland Beach State Park, 360/267-4301, http://parks.state.wa.us.


86 BAY CENTER/WILLAPA BAY KOA
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Scenic rating: 7


on Willapa Bay


Map grid B3


This KOA is 200 yards from Willapa Bay, within walking distance of a beach that seems to stretch to infinity. A trail leads to the beach and from here you can walk for miles in either direction. The beach sand is mixed with agates, driftwood, and seaweed. Dungeness crabs, clams, and oysters all live near shore. Another bonus is that herds of Roosevelt elk roam the nearby woods. Believe it or not, there are also black bears, although they are seldom seen here. The park covers five acres, and the campsites are graveled and shaded.


Campsites, facilities: There are 42 sites with full or partial hookups (20, 30, and 50 amps) for RVs of any length, 23 sites for tents, four cabins, and two yurts. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, propane gas, dump station, cable TV, Wi-Fi, a recreation hall, camp store, firewood, coin laundry, and ice are available. A café, boat docks, and launching facilities are nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted, with certain restrictions.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 800/562-7810. Sites are $48-80 per night, $5 per person per night for more than two people, $4 per extra vehicle per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open mid-March-December 1.


Directions: From Nemah on U.S. 101, drive north for five miles to the Bay Center/Dike exit (located between Mileposts 42 and 43, 16 miles south of Raymond). Turn left (west) and drive three miles to the campground.


Contact: Bay Center/Willapa Bay KOA, 360/875-6344, www.koa.com.


87 RAINBOW FALLS STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


on the Chehalis River Bay


Map grid B3


This 139-acre park is set on the Chehalis River and boasts 3,400 feet of freshwater shoreline. The camp features stands of old-growth cedar and fir and is named after a few small cascades with drops of about 10 feet. The park has 10 miles of hiking trails, including an interpretive trail, seven miles of bike trails, and seven miles of horse trails. A pool at the base of Rainbow Falls is excellent for swimming. Another attraction, a small fuchsia garden, has more than 40 varieties. There are also several log structures built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in 1935.


Campsites, facilities: There are 40 sites for tents or RVs up to 32 feet (no hookups), eight sites with partial hookups (30 and 50 amps) for tents or RVs up to 60 feet long, three hike-in/bike-in sites, two equestrian sites with hitching points and stock water, and one group site for up to 60 people. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, firewood, a picnic area, interpretive activities, a playground, horseshoe pits, and a softball field are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted only for the group site at 360/291-3767. Sites are $20-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night, and hike-in/bike-in sites are $12 per night. Open year-round.


Directions: From Chehalis on I-5, take Exit 77 to drive west 11.7 miles on Highway 6 to milepost 40. Drive 0.4 mile past the marker to River Road. Turn right (west) on River Road and drive 2.7 miles to the Bailey Bridge. Turn right to cross the bridge and immediately turn left onto Leudinghaus Road. Drive 2.2 miles west on Leudinghaus Road to the park entrance on the left. Once inside the park, the campground is on the right.


Contact: Rainbow Falls State Park, 360/291-3767, http://parks.state.wa.us.



88 OCEAN PARK RESORT



[image: Image]


Scenic rating: 5


on Willapa Bay


Map grid B3


This wooded, 10-acre campground is located 0.5 mile from Willapa Bay. With grassy, shaded sites, it caters primarily to RVs. Fishing, crabbing, and clamming are popular in season. Ocean Park has several festivals during the summer season. During these festivals, this resort fills up. To the north, Leadbetter Point State Park provides a side-trip option.


Campsites, facilities: There are 70 sites with full hookups for RVs of any length, 13 sites for tents, and a two-bedroom mobile home. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables are provided. Fire pits are provided at tent sites. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, propane gas, a recreation hall, coin laundry, Wi-Fi, playground, firewood, and a basketball hoop are available. A store and café are available within one mile. Boat docks and launching facilities are located nearby on Willapa Bay. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted, with certain restrictions.


Reservations, fees: Sites are $31-38 per night, plus $3 per person per night for more than two people. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Kelso/Longview on I-5, turn west on Highway 4 and drive 63 miles to U.S. 101. Turn south on U.S. 101 and drive 13 miles to the junction with Highway 103. Turn right (north) on Highway 103 and drive 11 miles to the town of Ocean Park and 259th Street. Turn right (east) on 259th Street and drive two blocks to the resort at the end of the road.


Contact: Ocean Park Resort, 360/665-4585 or 800/835-4634, www.opresort.com.


89 WESTGATE CABINS & RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 9


near Long Beach


Map grid B3


Highlights at this pretty and clean four-acre camp include beach access, oceanfront sites (about one-fourth have ocean views), and all the amenities. There are 28 miles of beach that can be driven on. Additional facilities within five miles of the park include an 18-hole golf course.


Campsites, facilities: There are 39 sites with full hookups (30 amps) for RVs up to 50 feet long and six cabins. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi, coin laundry, gas station, a recreation hall with kitchen, a fish-cleaning station, and ice are available. A store and café are available about four miles away. Boat docks and launching facilities are located nearby on Willapa Bay. Leashed pets are permitted, but not in cabins.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $38 per night, plus $2 per person per night for more than two people. The cabins are $70-90 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Kelso/Longview on I-5, turn west on Highway 4 and drive 63 miles to U.S. 101. Turn left (south) on U.S. 101 and drive 13 miles to the junction with Highway 103. Turn right (north) on Highway 103 and drive nine miles to the park on the left (located at the south edge of the town of Ocean Park).


Contact: Westgate Cabins & RV Park, 360/665-4211, www.vacationwestgate.com.


90 ANDERSEN’S RV PARK ON THE OCEAN


[image: Image]


Scenic rating: 7


near Long Beach


Map grid B3


Timing is everything here. When the dates are announced for the local festivals, reservations start pouring in and the sites at this park can be booked a year in advance. Located near the city limits of Long Beach, this five-acre camp features a path through the dunes that will get you to the beach in a flash. It is set in a flat, sandy area with gravel sites. Recreation options include beach bonfires, beachcombing, surf fishing, and clamming (seasonal). Additional facilities found within five miles of the park include marked dune trails, a nine-hole golf course, a riding stable, and tennis courts. The park is big-rig friendly.


Campsites, facilities: There are 60 sites for RVs of any length (20, 30, and 50 amp full hookups) and two cottages. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi, a dump station, coin laundry, ice, propane, fax machine, group facilities, a horseshoe pit, and a playground are available. A store and café are available within two miles. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are recommended. Sites are $50-70 per night, plus $2 per person per night for more than two people. The cottages start at $150 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Kelso/Longview on I-5, turn west on Highway 4 and drive 63 miles to U.S. 101. Turn left (south) on U.S. 101 and drive 13 miles to the junction with Highway 103. Turn right (north) on Highway 103 and drive five miles to the park on the left.


Contact: Andersen’s RV Park on the Ocean, 360/642-2231 or 800/645-6795, www.andersensrv.com.


91 OCEANIC RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 3


in Long Beach


Map grid B3


This two-acre park is located in the heart of downtown, within walking distance of restaurants and stores. It is also within five miles of an 18-hole golf course, marked bike trails, and a full-service marina.


Campsites, facilities: There are 20 pull-through sites with full hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs of any length. No open fires are allowed. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, Wi-Fi, coin laundry, a restaurant, and propane gas are available. A store and ice are located within one mile. Boat docks, launching facilities, and boat rentals are nearby. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $35 per night, plus $5 per person per night for more than two people. Open year-round.


Directions: From Kelso/Longview on I-5, turn west on Highway 4 and drive 63 miles to U.S. 101. Turn left (south) on U.S. 101 and drive 13 miles to the junction with Highway 103. Turn right (north) on Highway 103 and drive two miles to Long Beach. Continue to the park at the south junction of Pacific Highway (Highway 103) and 5th Avenue on the right.


Contact: Oceanic RV Park, 360/642-3836.


92 MERMAID INN AND RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 3


near Long Beach


Map grid B3


Situated along the highway, this three-acre park is within four blocks of the beach. It is also within five miles of several nine-hole golf courses, a full-service marina, and a riding stable.


Campsites, facilities: There are 11 sites with full hookups (20 and 30 amps) for RVs up to 40 feet and 10 motel rooms. Picnic tables are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi, a picnic area with barbecue, a fish-cleaning station, and coin laundry are available. Propane gas, a gas station, store, restaurant, and ice are located within one mile. Leashed pets are permitted, with certain restrictions.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $35-65 per night, plus $1.50 per person per night for more than two people. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Kelso/Longview on I-5, turn west on Highway 4 and drive 63 miles to U.S. 101. Turn left (south) on U.S. 101 and drive 13 miles to the junction with Highway 103. Turn right (north) on Highway 103 and drive three miles to the park on the right.


Contact: Mermaid Inn and RV Park, 360/642-2600, www.mermaidinnatlongbeachwa.com.


93 DRIFTWOOD RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 2


near Long Beach


Map grid B3


This two-acre park features grassy, shaded sites and beach access close by. A fenced pet area is a bonus. Additional facilities within five miles of the park include a nine-hole golf course and a full-service marina.


Campsites, facilities: There are 56 sites with full hookups (30 amps) for RVs of any length. Many sites are pull-through. Picnic tables are provided and portable fire pits can be rented. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, coin laundry, cable TV, Wi-Fi, group facilities, and a fenced pet area are available. Propane gas, a gas station, store, and restaurant are available within one mile. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted, with certain restrictions.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $34-48 per night, plus $3 per person per night for more than two people. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Kelso/Longview on I-5, turn west on Highway 4 and drive 63 miles to U.S. 101. Turn left (south) on U.S. 101 and drive 13 miles to the junction with Highway 103. Turn right (north) on Highway 103 and drive 2.25 miles to the park on the right, at 14th Street North and Pacific Avenue.


Contact: Driftwood RV Park, 360/642-2711 or 888/567-1902, www.driftwoodrvpark.net.


94 SAND CASTLE RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 3


in Long Beach


Map grid B3


This park is set across the highway from the ocean. Although not particularly scenic, it is clean and does provide nearby beach access. The park covers two acres, has grassy areas, and is one of several in the immediate area. Additional facilities found within five miles of the park include a nine-hole golf course, marked bike trails, a full-service marina, and two riding stables.


Campsites, facilities: There are 38 sites with full hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs of any length and an area for tent camping. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi, a snack bar, ice, coin laundry, and a fish-cleaning station are available. Propane gas, a gas station, a store, and a café are available within one mile. Boat docks, launching facilities, and rentals are within five miles. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. RV sites are $29-34 per night, tent sites are $20 per night, $2 per person per night for more than two people, $5 per extra vehicle per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Kelso/Longview on I-5, turn west on Highway 4 and drive 63 miles to U.S. 101. Turn left (south) on U.S. 101 and drive 13 miles to the junction with Highway 103. Turn right (north) on Highway 103 and drive two miles to the park on the right.


Contact: Sand Castle RV Park, 360/642-2174, www.sandcastlerv.com.


95 PACIFIC HOLIDAY RESORT
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Scenic rating: 5


near Long Beach


Map grid B3


This is a membership-only resort RV campground, and members always come first. If space is available, they will accept reservations from non-members. One of the finest razor clam and surf fishing beaches in the world is just outside your door on the beautiful Long Beach Peninsula. Excellent deep-sea fishing at Ilwaco is just eight miles away. Oysters and Dungeness crabs abound at Willapa Bay, just five miles away, and lake and stream fishing are just minutes from this campground. There’s also a golf course a long drive (and a short putt) away.


Campsites, facilities: There are 119 sites with full hookups for RVs up to 45 feet, 10 sites for tents, and three studio cabins; some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, swimming pool, game room, playground, and a coin laundry are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are required. Sites are $28-42 per night. Call for cabin rates. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Kelso/Longview on I-5, turn west on Highway 4 and drive 63 miles to U.S. 101. Turn left (south) on U.S. 101 and drive 13 miles to the junction with Highway 103. Turn right (north) on Highway 103. The resort will be on the left.


Contact: Pacific Holiday Resort, 12109 Pacific Way, Long Beach, 360/642-2770, www.sunriseresorts.com.


96 SOU’WESTER LODGE
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Scenic rating: 7


in Seaview on the Long Beach Peninsula


Map grid B3


This one-of-a-kind place features a lodge that dates back to 1892, vintage trailers available for rent, and cottages. Various cultural events are held at the park throughout the year, including fireside evenings with theater and chamber music. The park covers three acres, provides beach access, and is one of the few sites in the immediate area that provides spots for tent camping. This park often attracts creative people such as musicians and artists, and some arrive for vacations in organized groups. It is definitely not for Howie and Ethel from Iowa. Fishing is a recreation option. The area features the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center, a lighthouse, museums, fine dining, bicycle and boat rentals, bicycle and hiking trails, and bird sanctuaries. Additional facilities found within five miles of the park include an 18-hole golf course, a full-service marina, and a riding stable. The lodge was originally built for U.S. Senator Henry Winslow Corbett.


A side note: Tch-Tch stands for “trailers, classic, hodge-podge.” Like I said, the place is unique—and management has a great sense of humor.


Campsites, facilities: There are 28 sites with full hookups (20 and 30 amps) for RVs of any length, 13 sites for tents, a historic lodge, four cottages, and 12 1950s-style trailers in vintage condition. Some RV sites are pull-through. Picnic tables are provided at some sites. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, Wi-Fi, a classic VHS library, picnic area with pavilion, and community fire pits and grills are available. Propane gas, dump station, a store, gas station, café, and ice are located within one mile. Boat-launching facilities are nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $25-40 per night, trailers are $83-192 per night, and cabins are $123-133 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Kelso/Longview on I-5, turn west on Highway 4 and drive 63 miles to U.S. 101. Turn left (south) on U.S. 101 and drive 13 miles to the junction with Highway 103 (flashing light). Turn left to stay on U.S. 101 and drive one block to Seaview Beach Access Road (38th Place). Turn right and drive toward the ocean. Look for the campground on the left.


Contact: Sou’Wester Lodge, 360/642-2542, www.souwesterlodge.com.


97 CAUFFMAN WILDWOOD CAMPGROUND & RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 5


in Long Beach


Map grid B3


Cauffman Wildwood is situated on Washington’s tradition-steeped southwestern coast—the Long Beach Peninsula. Surrounded by the Pacific Ocean, the Columbia River, and Willapa Bay, this is a favorite vacation destination and a refuge for migrating birds and those seeking solitude by the ocean.


Campsites, facilities: There are 30 grassy sites with full hookups (20 and 30 amps) for RVs up to 60 feet, 25 wooded sites for tents, and seven group sites for up to 10 tents. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, Wi-Fi, a small lake with fish, children’s activities, and firewood are available. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. RV sites are $35 per night, tent sites are $25 per night, $5 per each additional person per night, children age 16 and under are free. Call for group rates. Some credit cards are accepted. Open April-October.


Directions: From Kelso on I-5, turn west on Highway 4 and drive 60 miles to Highway 401. Turn left (south) on U.S. 101 South and drive 15 miles to Peninsula Road/Sandridge Road. The campground will be on the left.


Contact: Wildwood Campground & RV Park, 5411 Sandridge Road, Long Beach, 360/642-2131, www.wildwoodcampsites.com.


98 ILWACO KOA
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Scenic rating: 5


near Fort Canby State Park


Map grid B3


This 17-acre camp is about nine miles from the beach and includes a secluded area for tents. You’ll find a boardwalk nearby, as well as the Lewis and Clark Museum, lighthouses, an amusement park, and fishing from a jetty or charter boats. The Washington State International Kite Festival is held in Long Beach the third week of August. The World Kite Museum and Hall of Fame, also in Long Beach, is open year-round. Additional facilities found within five miles of the campground include a maritime museum, hiking trails, and a nine-hole golf course. In my experience, attempts to phone this park were thwarted by a busy signal for weeks.


Campsites, facilities: There are 17 sites with full hookups and 20 sites with partial hookups for RVs of any length, a tent area for up to 40 tents, three group sites for up to 24 people each, and five cabins. All RV sites are pull-through. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, propane gas, a dump station, recreation hall, a camp store, coin laundry, ice, horseshoe pits, volleyball net, and a playground are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 800/562-3258. RV sites are $44-55 per night, tent sites are $33 per night, $5 per person per night for more than two people. Cabins are $77 per night and the group site is $150 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open mid-May-mid-September.


Directions: From Kelso/Longview on I-5, turn west on Highway 4 and drive 63 miles to U.S. 101. Turn left (south) on U.S. 101 and drive 13 miles to the junction with Highway 103. The campground is located at the junction.


Contact: Ilwaco KOA, 360/642-3292, www.koa.com.


99 CAPE DISAPPOINTMENT STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 10


near Ilwaco


Map grid B3


This park covers 1,882 acres on the Long Beach Peninsula and is fronted by the Pacific Ocean. There is access to 27 miles of ocean beach and two lighthouses. The park contains old-growth forest, lakes, both freshwater and saltwater marshes, streams, and tidelands. It is the choice spot in the area for tent campers. There are two places to camp: a general camping area and the Lake O’Neil area, which offers sites right on the water. Highlights at the park include hiking trails and opportunities for surf, jetty, and ocean fishing. An interpretive center highlights the Lewis and Clark expedition as well as maritime and military history. North Head Lighthouse is open for touring. Colbert House Museum is open during the summer.


Campsites, facilities: There are 137 sites for tents or RVs up to 45 feet (no hookups), 60 sites with full hookups (20 and 30 amps) and 18 sites with partial hookups (water and electricity) for RVs up to 45 feet, five primitive hike-in/bike-in sites, three cabins, and 14 yurts. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, boat ramp, dock (135 feet), a picnic area, interpretive activities, a horseshoe pit, athletic fields, a small store, and firewood are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $20-45 per night, primitive tent sites are $12 per night, and cabins and yurts are $59-69 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From the junction of Highway 4 and Highway 103 (a flashing light, south of Nemah), turn west on Highway 103 (toward Ilwaco) and drive two miles to Ilwaco and Highway 100. Turn right and drive three miles to the park entrance on the right.


Contact: Cape Disappointment State Park, 360/642-3078, http://parks.state.wa.us.


100 MAUCH’S SUNDOWN RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 5


in Chinook near Fort Columbia State Park


Map grid B3


The park covers four acres, has riverside access, and is in a wooded, hilly setting with grassy sites. About 50 percent of the sites are rented monthly, usually throughout the summer. Nearby fishing from shore is available.


Campsites, facilities: There are 45 sites with full or partial hookups (30 amps) for tents or RVs of any length; some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables are provided. No open fires are allowed. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, and a coin laundry are available. A café is located within three miles. Boat docks and launching facilities are nearby on the Columbia River. Small pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $15-30 per night, plus $2 per person per night for more than two people. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Kelso/Longview on I-5, turn west on Highway 4 and drive 60 miles to Highway 401. Turn left (south) on Highway 401 and drive to U.S. 101. Take U.S. 101 to the right and continue for 0.5 mile (do not go over the bridge) to the park on the right.


Contact: Mauch’s Sundown RV Park, 158 U.S. 101, 360/777-8713.


101 VISTA PARK
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Scenic rating: 7


near the Columbia River


Map grid B3


This public camp covers 70 acres and features a half mile of sandy beach and a Lewis and Clark interpretive site. A short hiking trail is nearby. The camp also has nearby access to the Columbia River, where recreational options include fishing, swimming, and boating. Additional facilities found within five miles of the park include a full-service marina and tennis courts. In Skamokawa, the River Life Interpretive Center stays open year-round.


Campsites, facilities: There are 15 sites with full hookups and 24 sites with partial hookups for RVs of any length, 16 sites for tents or RVs of any length (no hookups), and five yurts. Group camping is also available. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, ice, firewood, tennis courts, basketball courts, a group picnic shelter, geocaching, and two playgrounds are available. A café is located within walking distance. Boat docks, launching facilities, and kayak rentals are nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted, with some restrictions.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. RV sites are $23-30 per night, tent sites are $18 per night, and yurts are $47-55 per night, $5 per night for each additional vehicle. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Kelso/Longview on I-5, turn west on Highway 4 and drive 35 miles to Skamokawa. Continue west on Highway 4 for 0.5 mile to the park on the left.


Contact: Vista Park, Port of Wahkiakum No. 2, 360/795-8605, www.vistapark.wordpress.com.





SEATTLE AND THE PUGET SOUND
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Seattle offers a wide array of recreation, with a preeminent scope of parks and campgrounds: Many state parks are home to gorgeous water-view campsites; well-furnished RV parks offer a layover respite; and hidden lakes, such as Cascade Lake on Orcas Island, will surprise you with their beauty. But—you need a boat to do it right. A powerboat, sailboat, or kayak offers near-unlimited access to Puget Sound and the linked inlets, bays, and canals—not to mention boat-in campsites. And with some 25 boat-in campsites available, often along calm, sheltered waters, there is no better place to sea kayak.


One of my favorite views is from the top of Mount Constitution on Orcas Island. On a clear day, you can look out over an infinity of sun-swept charm—this is why you came.


[image: Image]


[image: Image]


1 LAKEDALE RESORT AT THREE LAKES


2 LIGHTHOUSE MARINE PARK


3 BIRCH BAY STATE PARK


4 BEACHSIDE RV PARK


5 THE CEDARS RV RESORT


6 WINDMILL INN


7 KOA LYNDEN/BELLINGHAM


8 SUMAS RV PARK


9 WEST BEACH RESORT FERRY-IN


10 MORAN STATE PARK FERRY-IN


11 SPENCER SPIT STATE PARK FERRY-IN


12 PIONEER TRAILS RV RESORT & CAMPGROUND


13 WASHINGTON PARK


14 FIDALGO BAY RESORT


15 LARRABEE STATE PARK


16 BAY VIEW STATE PARK


17 BURLINGTON/ANACORTES KOA


18 DECEPTION PASS STATE PARK


19 RIVERBEND RV PARK


20 STAYSAIL RV PARK


21 FORT EBEY STATE PARK


22 FORT CASEY STATE PARK


23 CAMANO ISLAND STATE PARK


24 KAYAK POINT COUNTY PARK


25 WENBERG COUNTY PARK


26 CEDAR GROVE SHORES RV PARK


27 LAKE GOODWIN RESORT


28 LAKESIDE RV PARK


29 LAKE PLEASANT RV PARK


30 TRAILER INNS RV PARK/BELLEVUE


31 VASA PARK RESORT


32 ISSAQUAH VILLAGE RV PARK


33 BLUE SKY RV PARK


34 SEATTLE/TACOMA KOA


35 DASH POINT STATE PARK


36 GAME FARM WILDERNESS PARK CAMP


37 MAJESTIC MOBILE MANOR RV PARK


38 OLYMPIA CAMPGROUND



1 LAKEDALE RESORT AT THREE LAKES
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Scenic rating: 7


on San Juan Island


Map grid A1


This is a nice spot on 82 acres for visitors who want the solitude of an island camp, yet all the amenities of a privately run campground. Fishing, swimming, and boating are available at the three Lakedale lakes. A sand volleyball court, a half-court basketball area, and a grassy sports field are also on-site. Roche Harbor and Wescott Bay are nearby to the north, and Friday Harbor and its restaurants are nearby to the south.


Campsites, facilities: There are 64 sites for tents and seven sites with partial hookups for tents or RVs up to 40 feet long. There are also six group tent sites for up to 20-40 people each, six log cabins, one longhouse, and 10 luxury lodge rooms. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, and firewood are available. A convenience store and ice are available. Boat docks, a swimming beach, and boat and fishing gear rentals are available on-site. Leashed pets are permitted in campgrounds and log cabins.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 800/617-2267 ($8-10 reservation fee). RV sites are $64 per night, tent sites are $45-57 per night, hike-in/bike-in sites are $35 per night, group sites are $200 per night, cabins are $179-279 per night with a fee of $35 per pet. Discounts are offered off-season. Some credit cards are accepted. Open Memorial Day-September for camping; cabins and lodge rooms are available year-round.


Directions: From Burlington and Highway 20, turn west on Highway 20 and drive 12 miles to the Highway 20 North spur, following signs to the San Juan Islands Ferry Terminal in Anacortes. Take the ferry to Friday Harbor on San Juan Island. From the ferry landing at Friday Harbor, drive two blocks on Spring Street to 2nd Street. Turn right (northwest) on 2nd Street and drive 0.5 mile to Tucker Avenue (it becomes Roche Harbor Road). Continue 4.5 miles to the resort on the left.


Contact: Lakedale Resort at Three Lakes, 360/378-2350, www.lakedale.com; Washington State Ferries, 800/843-3779, www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries.


2 LIGHTHOUSE MARINE PARK
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Scenic rating: 6


on Point Roberts


Map grid A1


This park is located on Point Roberts—so remote you must drive through Canada and then return south into the United States to reach it. The park features a boardwalk, a boat launch, and a sandy beach. Wildlife-watching and hiking are favorite activities here because of the beautiful views.


Campsites, facilities: There are 30 sites for tents and RVs. Group camping is also available. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Drinking water and restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers are available. A kitchen shelter is available for rent. A grocery store, a cafe, and a coin laundry are located within one mile. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted and recommended ($13 reservation fee). Sites are $18-25 per night, the group sites are $110-130 per night. Boat launch is $10 per day. Some credit cards are accepted. Open April-October.


Directions: From Bellingham, take I-5 north through Blaine and the border customs into Canada to Highway 99 North. Continue northwest on Highway BC 99N for 18 miles to BC 17. Turn left (west) and drive six miles to the town of Tsawwassen and 56th Street. Turn left on 56th Street and drive to the Point Roberts border crossing. Drive straight on Tyee Drive, past the marina, to Lighthouse Marine Park on the left.


Contact: Lighthouse Marine Park, Whatcom County Parks and Recreation, 360/945-4911, www.co.whatcom.wa.us/parks.


3 BIRCH BAY STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


on Birch Bay


Map grid A1


Birch Bay State Park covers 194 acres and features nearly two miles of beach as well as great views of the Canadian coast range and some of the San Juan Islands. For water lovers, it has the best of both worlds, with 8,255 feet of saltwater shoreline and 14,923 feet of freshwater shoreline on Terrell Creek. More than 100 different species of birds, many of which migrate on the Pacific Flyway, can be seen here. Terrell Creek Marsh Interpretive Trail extends 0.5 mile through a forest of black birch trees, Douglas fir, and western hemlock and one of the few remaining saltwater/freshwater estuaries in northern Puget Sound. Bald eagles and great blue herons feed along the banks of Terrell Creek. Several 18-hole golf courses are located nearby. The campground is divided into two loops; hookups for RVs are in the North Loop.


Campsites, facilities: There are 147 sites for tents or self-contained RVs, 20 sites with full or partial hookups (30 amps) for RVs up to 60 feet long, one primitive group site for tents and RVs that can accommodate up to 40 people, and two group camps with five sites each. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers and a dump station are available. A boat ramp (for boats less than 16 feet only), sheltered and unsheltered picnic areas, an amphitheater, basketball court, interpretive activities, and a camp host are available. A store, restaurant, coin laundry, and ice are located within one mile. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted and are required for groups at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $25-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. Call for group rates. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Bellingham, drive north on I-5 to Exit 266. At Exit 266 take Grandview west and continue seven miles to Jackson Road. Turn right on Jackson Road and drive one mile to Helweg Road. Turn left and drive 0.25 mile to the reservation office.


Contact: Birch Bay State Park, 360/371-2800, http://parks.state.wa.us.


4 BEACHSIDE RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


on Birch Bay


Map grid A1


This pretty park is surrounded by evergreens and bay views. Hiking, fishing, mountain biking, and nearby golf are also options. Note that most sites are filled with monthly renters.


Campsites, facilities: There are 72 pull-through sites with full hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs and five tent sites. Picnic tables are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, a group fire pit, Wi-Fi, a library, lounge, DVD/video exchange, horseshoe pit, barbecue area, and coin laundry are available. A boat launch, grocery store, and restaurant are located within one mile. Leashed pets are permitted with certain restrictions.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are recommended. Sites are $25-35 per night for up to four people and two vehicles; $2 per person per night for more than four people. Weekly and monthly rates are available. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Bellingham, drive north on I-5 to Exit 270. Turn west on Birch Bay-Lynden Road and drive five miles to Birch Bay Drive. Turn left and drive one mile to the park on the left.


Contact: Beachside RV Park, 360/371-5962 or 800/596-9586, www.beachsidervpark.com.


5 THE CEDARS RV RESORT
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Scenic rating: 5


in Ferndale


Map grid A1


This resort provides more direct access from I-5 than nearby Windmill Inn or KOA Lynden, and you can usually get a site here. It’s a nice, clean park covering 22 acres with spacious sites and trees. Horseshoe pits, a game room, and a recreation field provide possible activities for campers. Several golf courses are nearby.


Campsites, facilities: There are 167 sites with full or partial hookups (20, 30, and 50 amps), including pull-through sites, for tents or RVs of any length and a grassy area for dispersed tent camping. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi, two dump stations, coin laundry, a playground, horseshoe pits, badminton, volleyball, recreation room, a seasonal heated pool, convenience store, and ice are available. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted ($6 reservation fee for non-members). RV sites are $40-55 per night, tent sites are $31-36 per night, $3 per pet per night, additional fee for more than four people. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Bellingham on I-5, drive north to Ferndale and Exit 263. Take Exit 263 and turn right (north) on Portal Way. Drive less than one mile to the resort on the left.


Contact: The Cedars RV Resort, 360/384-2622, www.holidaytrailsresorts.com/thecedars.


6 WINDMILL INN
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Scenic rating: 7


near the Nooksack River


Map grid A1


This nice little spot, only 15 minutes from Puget Sound, is set near the Nooksack River and Wiser Lake. As the last stop before the U.S./Canada border, the camp serves primarily as a layover for people heading north. The quiet and pretty setting abounds with trees and flowers. Area attractions include Mount Baker, the quaint little shops of Lynden, and the nearby Birch Bay area, which offers many recreation options.


Campsites, facilities: There are eight sites for RVs of any length and 15 motel rooms. Picnic tables are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, cable TV, and a park are available. A store, propane gas, a café, coin laundry, and ice are available within one mile. Boat-launching facilities are located within 1.5 miles.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $18-30 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: In Bellingham on I-5, take Exit 256 for Highway 539 (called Meridian Street in Bellingham). Turn north on Highway 539 and drive 10 miles to Lynden. The RV park is on the right side of the road as you enter Lynden.


Contact: Windmill Inn, 360/354-3424.


7 KOA LYNDEN/BELLINGHAM
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Scenic rating: 9


in Lynden


Map grid A1


B


Lynden is a quaint Dutch town with a windmill and the Pioneer Museum. The park features green lawns, flowers, and trees surrounding a miniature golf course and three fishing ponds, where you can fish for trout. This KOA stars as a unique layover spot for vacationers heading north to Canada via Highway 539 and Highway 546. Nearby recreational options include several golf courses. Bellingham, a historic waterfront town with good restaurants and Victorian mansions, is also close by.


Campsites, facilities: There are 30 sites for tents or RVs (no hookups), 107 sites with full or partial hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs up to 60 feet, and 15 cabins. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables are provided and most sites have fire pits. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, Wi-Fi, propane gas, a dump station, firewood, a recreation hall, convenience store, café (summer season only), espresso bar, ice cream parlor, coin laundry, ice, a playground, miniature golf, horseshoe pits, volleyball, and a seasonal heated swimming pool are available. Fishing tackle and boat rentals are available. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 800/562-4779. RV sites start at $42 per night, tent sites start at $35 per night, cabins start at $71 per night, $5 per person per night for more than two people. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From I-5 at Bellingham, take Exit 256 to Highway 539. Turn north and drive 12 miles to Highway 546. Turn east on Badger Road and drive three miles to Line Road. Turn right on Line Road and drive 0.5 mile to the campground on the right.


Contact: KOA Lynden/Bellingham, 360/354-4772, www.koa.com.


8 SUMAS RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 5


in Sumas


Map grid A1


Located near the U.S./Canada border, this campground is a layover spot to spend American dollars before heading into British Columbia and making the conversion. The camp is set in the grassy flatlands; it has graveled sites and a few trees. Nearby recreation options include an 18-hole golf course.


Campsites, facilities: There is a grassy area for tents and 50 sites with full or partial hookups (20, 30, and 50 amps) for tents or RVs of any length. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables are provided at some sites; fire rings are provided at most sites. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, modem access, a dump station, and coin laundry are available. A store, ice, café, rodeo grounds, and a ballpark are located within one mile. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. RV sites are $30 per night, tent sites are $20-30 per night, $4 per person per night for more than two people. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From I-5 at Bellingham, take Exit 256 to Highway 539. Turn north on Highway 539 and drive 12 miles to Highway 546. Turn right (east) on Highway 546 (Badger Road) and drive 14 miles (the road becomes Highway 9) to Sumas and look for Cherry Street. Turn right (south) at Cherry Street (the road becomes Easterbrook Road) and drive two blocks to the park on the left.


Contact: Sumas RV Park, 9600 Easterbrook Rd., 360/988-8875, http://sumasrvpark.com.


9 WEST BEACH RESORT FERRY-IN
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Scenic rating: 9


on Orcas Island


Map grid A1


B


Right on the beach, this resort offers salmon fishing, boating, swimming, and an apple orchard. Some sites have ocean views and rent by the week in July and August. An excellent alternative to Moran State Park, which is often full, it offers the same recreation opportunities. There is excellent fishing, crabbing, and scuba diving at the resort, and fishing charters and guided kayak tours are available. The beaches at Orcas Island are prime spots for whale-watching and beautiful views, especially at sunrise and sunset.


Campsites, facilities: There are 12 sites for tents or RVs of any length (20 and 30 amp full hookups), 15 sites for tents, and one overflow area for tents. There are also nine tent cabins. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers (March-October only), a convenience store, café, playground, coin laundry, ice, Wi-Fi, fish-cleaning station, and firewood are available. A spa is available for a fee. Also on-site are a boat ramp, dock, full-service marina, rentals, moorage, and dry storage. A dump station is nearby. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/937-8224. RV sites are $33-49 per night for up to three people, tent sites are $20-45 per night, $7 per night for each additional person (maximum of six), $7 per extra vehicle per night, $7 per pet per night. Tent cabins are $99-179 per night, $12 per each additional vehicle, $12 per pet per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Burlington and I-5, take exit 230 (San Juan Islands) for Highway 20. Turn west on Highway 20 and drive 12 miles to the Highway 20 North spur, following signs to the San Juan Islands Ferry Terminal in Anacortes. Take the ferry to Orcas Island. From the ferry landing, turn left and drive nine miles on Horseshoe Highway/Orcas Road to the entrance of Eastsound. Continue 0.25 mile to Enchanted Forest Road. Turn left and drive 2.4 miles to the end of Enchanted Forest Road and the resort.


Contact: West Beach Resort, 360/376-2240, www.westbeachresort.com; Washington State Ferries, 206/464-6400 or 888/808-7977 (Washington only).


10 MORAN STATE PARK FERRY-IN
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Scenic rating: 10


on Orcas Island


Map grid A1


B


This state park is drop-dead beautiful. It covers 5,252 acres, with surprise lakes, hiking trails, and the best mountaintop views anywhere in the chain of islands. There are actually four separate campgrounds plus a primitive area. You can drive to the summit of Mount Constitution, which tops out at 2,409 feet, then climb up the steps to a stone observation tower (built in 1936 by the Civilian Conservation Corps). The tower provides sensational 360-degree views of Vancouver, Mount Baker, the San Juan Islands, the Cascade Mountains, and several cities on the distant shores of mainland America and Canada. No RVs are allowed on the winding road to the top. There are five freshwater lakes (no gas-motor boats permitted) with fishing for rainbow trout, cutthroat trout, and kokanee salmon, 33 miles of hiking trails, 11 miles of biking trails, and six miles of horse trails. The landscape features old-growth forest, primarily lodgepole pine, and several small waterfalls. Nearby recreation options include a nine-hole golf course.


Campsites, facilities: There are 151 sites for tents or RVs up to 45 feet (no hookups), including some pull-through sites, 15 primitive hike-in/bike-in tent sites, and a group site for up to 56 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, a picnic area with log kitchen shelter, firewood, and a snack bar are available. Boat docks, limited fishing supplies, launching facilities, and boat rentals are located at the concession stand in the park. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $25-35 per night, bike-in/hike-in sites are $12 per night, and $10 per extra vehicle per night. Call for group rates. Note that some campers consider the ferry-crossing fee for RVs very high; call ahead for prices. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Seattle on I-5, drive north to Burlington and Highway 20. Turn west on Highway 20 and drive 12 miles to the Highway 20 North spur, following signs to the San Juan Islands Ferry Terminal in Anacortes. Take the ferry to Orcas Island. From the ferry landing, turn left on Horseshoe Highway/Orcas Road and drive 13 miles to Moran State Park (well marked). Stop at the campground registration booth for directions to your site.


Contact: Moran State Park, 360/376-2326, http://parks.state.wa.us; Washington State Ferries, 206/464-6400 or 888/808-7977 (Washington state only).


11 SPENCER SPIT STATE PARK FERRY-IN
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Scenic rating: 9


on Lopez Island


Map grid A1


Spencer Spit State Park offers one of the few island campgrounds accessible to cars via ferry. It also features walk-in sites for privacy, which require anywhere from a 50-foot to a 200-yard walk to the tent sites. A sand spit extends far into the water and provides a lagoon and good access to prime clamming areas. The park covers 200 acres. Picnicking, beachcombing, and sunbathing are some pleasant activities for campers looking for relaxation.


Campsites, facilities: There are 37 sites for tents or self-contained RVs up to 20 feet long (no hookups), seven primitive walk-in sites for tents only, seven hike-in/bike-in sites, three marine trail sites, and three group sites for up to 50 people each. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets, drinking water, a picnic area, three kitchen shelters, and a dump station are available; 12 mooring buoys are available on the Cascadia Marine Trail. Boat docks and a launch are within two miles, and showers are approximately three miles away. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee, $25 fee for groups). Sites are $25 per night, primitive and marine trail sites are $12 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night, and $15 per night for mooring buoys. Call for group rates. Open year-round, with limited winter facilities.


Directions: From Seattle on I-5, drive north to Burlington and Highway 20. Turn west on Highway 20 and drive 12 miles to the Highway 20 North spur, following signs to the San Juan Islands Ferry Terminal in Anacortes. Take the ferry to Lopez Island. The park is within four miles of the ferry terminal.


Contact: Spencer Spit State Park, 360/468-2251, http://parks.state.wa.us; Washington State Ferries, 206/464-6400 or 888/808-7977 (Washington state only).


12 PIONEER TRAILS RV RESORT & CAMPGROUND
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Scenic rating: 9


near Anacortes on Fidalgo Island


Map grid A1


This site offers resort camping in the beautiful San Juan Islands. Tall trees, breathtaking views, cascading waterfalls, and country hospitality can all be found here. Side trips include nearby Deception Pass State Park (eight minutes away) and ferries to Victoria (British Columbia), Friday Harbor, Orcas Island, and other nearby islands (it is imperative to arrive early at the ferry terminal). Nearby recreation activities include horseshoes, an 18-hole golf course, relaxing spas, and lake fishing. Those familiar with this park may remember the group of old covered wagons that were here; they’re gone now.


Campsites, facilities: There are 150 sites with full hookups (30, 50, and 100 amps), including some pull-through sites, for RVs of any length and five cabins. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, a dump station, cable TV, Wi-Fi, a pay phone, and coin laundry are available. A recreation hall, playground, horseshoe pits, and a basketball court are available nearby. Leashed pets are permitted with certain restrictions.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are recommended. Sites are $42-55 per night, cabins start at $55 per night, $5 per extra vehicle per night, $2-3 per night per each additional person. A three-night minimum is required on holidays. Debit cards, cash, and checks are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Burlington and I-5, take Exit 230 for Highway 20 West. Drive west and cross over the Padilla Bridge onto Fidalgo Island. Watch for the Highway 20 sign and turn left at Mile Post 48. Go up the hill and take the first road on the right (Miller Road). Drive 0.25 mile and look for the park on the right side of the road.


Contact: Pioneer Trails RV Resort & Campground, 360/293-5355 or 888/777-5355, www.pioneertrails.com.


13 WASHINGTON PARK
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Scenic rating: 6


in Anacortes


Map grid A1


This 220-acre city park is set in the woods on a peninsula at the west end of Fidalgo Island. It features many hiking trails. A 2.2-mile paved loop route for vehicles, hikers, and bicyclists stretches around the perimeter of the park. The Washington State Ferry terminals are located 0.5 mile away, providing access to the San Juan Islands. This is a popular camp, and it’s a good idea to arrive early to claim your spot.


Campsites, facilities: There are 68 sites, including 46 with partial hookups, for tents or RVs up to 35 feet, a dispersed area for hike-in/bike-in camping, and one group tent site for up to 30 people. Some sites are pull-through. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a playground, recreation field, dump station, a picnic area that can be reserved, and a boat launch are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted online; 29 sites are first-come, first-served. Sites are $17-26 per night, the group site is $98 per night, boat launch is $7-9 per day. The group picnic area is $46-66 per day. Open year-round.


Directions: From Burlington and I-5, turn west on Highway 20 and drive to Anacortes and Commercial Avenue. Turn right on Commercial Avenue and drive approximately 0.5 mile to 12th Street. Turn left and drive about three miles (west of the ferry landing the road changes names several times) to Sunset Avenue. Turn left on Sunset Avenue. The park entrance and campground are on the left.


Contact: Washington Park, City of Anacortes, 360/293-1927 or 360/293-1918, www.cityofanacortes.org.


14 FIDALGO BAY RESORT
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Scenic rating: 4


near Anacortes on Fidalgo Bay


Map grid A1


This 40-acre park is five minutes from Anacortes and right on Fidalgo Bay, providing easy access to boating, fishing, and swimming. More than one mile of beach is available. A golf course is available two miles away. A number of sites are filled with monthly renters. This resort is owned by the Samish Indian Nation.


Campsites, facilities: There are 139 sites with full hookups (20, 30, and 50 amps) for RVs of any length; many sites are pull-through. There are also eight cabins. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided at most sites. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi, a clubhouse, a large fire pit, a small boat launch, a convenience store, video rentals, propane, and a coin laundry are available. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are recommended at 800/727-5478. Sites are $34-68 per night, $5 per person per night for more than two people, $5 per night per extra vehicle, $2 per night per pet. Call for cabin rates. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Burlington and Highway 20, turn west on Highway 20 and drive about 14 miles to Fidalgo Bay Road. Turn right on Fidalgo Bay Road and drive one mile to the resort on the right.


Contact: Fidalgo Bay Resort, 360/293-5353, www.fidalgobay.com.


15 LARRABEE STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 9


on Samish Bay


Map grid A1


Larrabee State Park—the first state park established in Washington—sits on Samish Bay in Puget Sound and boasts 8,100 feet of saltwater shoreline. The park’s 2,748 acres include two freshwater lakes, coves, and tidelands, as well as 15 miles of hiking trails and 13 miles of mountain-biking trails. A setting of conifers and thick forests mixes with waterways, streams, and marsh before concluding at a beautiful stretch of coastline, a prime spot for sunsets and wildlife-viewing. Fishing is available on Fragrance Lake and Lost Lake, which are hike-in lakes. Chuckanut Mountain is nearby. A relatively short drive south will take you to Anacortes, where you can catch a ferry to islands in the San Juan chain.


Campsites, facilities: There are 51 sites for tents, 26 sites for tents or RVs up to 60 feet (30 amp full hookups), eight primitive tent sites, and a group site for up to 40 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, a picnic area with electricity and two covered shelters, amphitheater, and firewood are available. Boat-launching facilities are available nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($7-9 reservation fee). Tent sites are $25-40 per night, primitive tent sites are $12 per night, sites with hookups are $35-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. Call for group rates. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round with limited winter facilities.


Directions: From Bellingham on I-5, take Exit 250 to Fairhaven Parkway. Turn right on Fairhaven Parkway. Drive less than a mile to State Route 11/Chuckanut Drive (second stoplight). Turn left (stay left at the next stoplight) and drive six miles to the park entrance on the right.


Contact: Larrabee State Park, 360/676-2093, http://parks.state.wa.us.


16 BAY VIEW STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 10


on Padilla Bay


Map grid A1


B


This campground set on Padilla Bay has a large, grassy area for kids, making it a good choice for families. Bordering 11,000 acres of Padilla Bay and the National Estuarine Sanctuary, this 25-acre park boasts 1,285 feet of saltwater shoreline. From the park, you can enjoy views of the San Juan Islands fronting Padilla Bay. On a clear day, you can see the Olympic Mountains to the west and Mount Rainier to the south. Kayakers should note that Padilla Bay becomes a large mud flat during low tides. Windsurfing is becoming popular, but tracking tides and wind is required. The Breazeale Padilla Bay Interpretive Center is located 0.5 mile north of the park. For a nice day trip, take the ferry at Anacortes to Lopez Island (there are several campgrounds there as well).


Campsites, facilities: There are 46 sites for tents or self-contained RVs, 29 sites with full hookups for RVs up to 60 feet long, one group tent site for 20-64 people, and six cabins. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, firewood, a dump station, and a picnic area with a beach shelter are available. Horseshoes, volleyball, interpretive activities, windsurfing, waterskiing, swimming, and boating are available. A store and coin laundry are eight miles away in Burlington. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted for individual sites and are required for groups at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($7-9 reservation fee). Sites are $25-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. Cabins are $45-79 per night with a $15 pet fee. Call for group site fees. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round, but some campsites are closed in winter.


Directions: From Seattle on I-5, drive north to Burlington and Exit 230 for Highway 20. Turn west on Highway 20 and drive seven miles west (toward Anacortes) to Bay View-Edison Road. Turn right (north) on Bay View-Edison Road and drive four miles to the park on the right.


Contact: Bay View State Park, 360/757-0227, http://parks.state.wa.us.


17 BURLINGTON/ANACORTES KOA
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Scenic rating: 5


in Burlington


Map grid A1


This is a fine KOA campground, complete with all the amenities. The sites are spacious and comfortable. Possible side trips include tours of the Boeing plant in Everett, about 30 miles away, Victoria, Vancouver Island, and the San Juan Islands.


Campsites, facilities: There are 120 sites, most with full or partial hookups, for tents or RVs of any length and 11 cabins. Some sites are pull-through. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, a dump station, cable TV, Wi-Fi, a coin laundry, limited groceries, ice, propane gas, firewood, and a barbecue area are available. There is also an indoor heated pool, spa, recreation hall, game room, playground, nine-hole miniature golf, bicycle rentals, horseshoe pits, and a sports field. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are recommended in summer at 800/562-9154. Sites are $50-67 per night, cabins are $85-150 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Burlington, take I-5 north to Exit 236/Bow Hill Road. Turn right on Bow Hill Road and drive to Old Highway 99 North Road. Turn right and drive a short distance south to N. Green Road. The campground is on the left.


Contact: Burlington/Anacortes KOA, 360/724-5511, www.koa.com.


18 DECEPTION PASS STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 10


on Whidbey Island


Map grid A1


This state park is located at beautiful Deception Pass on the west side of Whidbey Island. It features 4,134 acres with almost 15 miles of saltwater shoreline and six miles of freshwater shoreline on three lakes. The landscape ranges from old-growth forest to sand dunes. This diverse habitat has attracted 174 species of birds. An observation deck overlooks the Cranberry Lake wetlands. The park also features spectacular views of shoreline, mountains, and islands, often with dramatic sunsets. At one spot, rugged cliffs drop to the turbulent waters of Deception Pass. Recreation options include fishing at Pass Lake, a freshwater lake within the park. Fly-fishing for trout is a unique bonus for anglers. Note that each lake has different regulations for boating. Scuba diving is also popular. The park provides 38 miles of hiking trails, 1.2 miles of wheelchair-accessible trails, and three miles of biking trails. There are several historic Civilian Conservation Corps buildings throughout the park. One thing to consider: You may occasionally see (and hear) U.S. Navy jets from nearby Whidbey Island Air Station flying near the campground for several hours at a time.


Campsites, facilities: There are 167 sites for tents or self-contained RVs up to 60 feet (no hookups), 143 sites with partial hookups (30 amps) for RVs up to 50 feet long, five hiker/biker tent sites, cabins, and a group site for up to 50 people. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, and a dump station are available. A concession stand, park store, firewood, horseshoe pit, an amphitheater, interpretive activities, sheltered picnic areas, a boat launch, boat rentals, and mooring buoys are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($7-9 reservation fee). Sites without hookups are $20-30 per night, sites with hookups are $30-40 per night, hiker/biker sites are $12 per night, the group site is $150 per night, cabins are $45-95 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round, with limited winter services.


Directions: From Seattle on I-5, drive north to Burlington and Exit 230/Highway 20. Take that exit and drive west on Highway 20 for 12 miles to Highway 20 South. Turn south on Highway 20 South and drive six miles (across the bridge at Deception Pass) to the park entrance (three miles south of the bridge) on the right.


Contact: Deception Pass State Park, 360/675-3767, http://parks.state.wa.us.


19 RIVERBEND RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 5


on the Skagit River


Map grid A1


Riverbend RV Park is a pleasant layover spot for I-5 travelers. While not particularly scenic, it is clean and spacious. Access to the Skagit River here is a high point, with fishing for salmon, trout, and Dolly Varden in season; check regulations. Nearby recreational options include a casino and an 18-hole golf course. Note that about half of the sites are filled with monthly renters.


Campsites, facilities: There are 90 sites with full hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs of any length and 25 sites for tents. Most sites are pull-through. Picnic tables are provided at RV sites and fire pits are at some tent sites. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, coin laundry, a playground, and horseshoe pits are available. A store, café, and ice are located within 0.25 mile. Leashed pets are permitted with certain restrictions.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. RV sites are $36 per night, tent sites are $22 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Seattle on I-5, drive north to Mount Vernon and the College Way exit. Take the College Way exit and drive one block west to Freeway Drive. Turn right (north) and drive 0.25 mile to Stewart Road. Turn left and drive a short distance to the park entrance on the right.


Contact: Riverbend RV Park, 360/428-4044.


20 STAYSAIL RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 4


in Oak Harbor on Whidbey Island


Map grid A1


This popular city park fills quickly on summer weekends. With graveled sites, it is geared toward RVers but is also suitable for tent campers. Fishing, swimming, boating, and sunbathing are all options in the vicinity. Several miles of paved trails run along the waterfront. A full-service marina is nearby. Within a few miles are an 18-hole golf course and tennis courts. Fort Ebey and Fort Casey State Parks are both a short drive away and make excellent side trips.


Campsites, facilities: There are 56 sites with full hookups for RVs of any length and 30 sites for tents. Picnic tables are provided. No campfires are allowed. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, and a dump station are available. A playground, picnic shelter, ballfields, volleyball, basketball, and tennis courts, and horseshoe pits are also available. Propane gas, a store, café, coin laundry, and ice are available within one mile. Boat-launching facilities, swimming, a lagoon, wading pools, a day-use area, and walking trails are at Oak Harbor. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $12-20 per night. Open year-round.


Directions: From Burlington and I-5, turn west on Highway 20 and drive 28 miles to the intersection of Highway 20 and Pioneer Way in the town of Oak Harbor on Whidbey Island. Drive straight through the intersection onto Beeksma Drive and continue about one block to the park on the left.


Contact: Staysail RV Park, City of Oak Harbor, 360/279-4530, www.oakharbor.org.


21 FORT EBEY STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 9


on Whidbey Island


Map grid A1


This park is situated on the west side of Whidbey Island at Point Partridge. It covers 649 acres and has access to a rocky beach that is good for exploring. There are also up to 28 miles of trails for hiking and biking. Fort Ebey is the site of a historic World War II bunker, where concrete platforms mark the locations of the historic gun batteries. Other options here include fishing and wildlife viewing. There is limited fishing available for smallmouth bass at Lake Pondilla, which is only about 100 yards away from the campground and a good place to see bald eagles. The saltwater shore access provides a good spot for surfing and paragliding.


Campsites, facilities: There are 39 sites with no hookups and 11 sites with hookups for tents or self-contained RVs up to 60 feet long. There is also one boat-in site and one group site for up to 60 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, firewood, amphitheater, and picnic area are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted May-September at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($7-9 reservation fee). Sites are $25-45 per night, the boat-in site is $12 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. Call for group rates. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Burlington and I-5, turn west on Highway 20 and drive 23 miles (Whidbey Island) to Libbey Road (eight miles past Oak Harbor). Turn right and drive 1.5 miles to Hill Valley Drive. Turn left and enter the park.


Contact: Fort Ebey State Park, 360/678-4636, http://parks.state.wa.us.



22 FORT CASEY STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 10


on Whidbey Island


Map grid A1


Fort Casey State Park offers more than 10,000 feet of shoreline on Puget Sound at Admiralty Inlet; fishing is often good in this area, in season. The park’s 998 acres include a lighthouse, Keystone Spit, and 1.8 miles of hiking trails. As part of Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, there is a coast artillery post featuring two historic guns on display. The lighthouse and interpretive center are open seasonally. Remote-control glider flying is allowed in a designated area, and there is a parade field perfect for kite-flying. The underwater park, another highlight, attracts divers. You can also take a ferry from here to Port Townsend on the Olympic Peninsula.


Campsites, facilities: There are 22 sites for tents and 13 sites with partial hookups for tents or self-contained RVs up to 40 feet. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a seasonal interpretive center, a picnic area, firewood, and an amphitheater are available. Boat-launching facilities are located in the park. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted May-September at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($7-9 reservation fee). Sites are $25-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. Open year-round.


Directions: From Burlington and I-5, turn west on Highway 20 and drive 35 miles to Coupeville. Continue south on Highway 20 (adjacent to Whidbey Island Naval Air Station) and then turn right (still Highway 20, passing Crockett Lake and the Camp Casey barracks) to the park entrance.


Contact: Fort Casey State Park, 360/678-4519, http://parks.state.wa.us.


23 CAMANO ISLAND STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 10


on Camano Island


Map grid A1


B


This park features panoramic views of Puget Sound, the Olympic Mountains, and Mount Rainier. Set on the southwest point of Camano Island, near Lowell Point and Elger Bay along the Saratoga Passage, this wooded camp offers quiet and private campsites. The park covers 244 acres and features 6,700 feet of rocky shoreline and beach, three miles of hiking trails, and just one mile of bike trails. Good inshore angling for rockfish is available year-round, and salmon fishing is also good in season. A diving area with kelp is available. There is also a self-guided nature trail.


Campsites, facilities: There are 88 sites for tents or self-contained RVs up to 40 feet, two hiker/biker sites, one group site for up to 100 people, and five cabins. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, firewood, a playground, a sheltered picnic area with a kitchen, summer interpretive programs, an amphitheater, and a large grassy play area in the day-use area are available. Boat-launching facilities are located in the park. An 18-hole golf course is nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted for individual sites, but are required for the cabins and the group site at 360/387-1550. Sites are $25-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. Cabins are $55-76 per night. The group site is $99 per night for 1-25 people, $171 per night for 26-50 people, $244 per night for 51-75 people, and $316 per night for 76-100 people. Open year-round.


Directions: From Seattle on I-5, drive north (17 miles north of Everett) to Exit 212. Take Exit 212 to Highway 532. Drive west on Highway 532 to Stanwood and continue three miles (to Camano Island) to a fork. Bear left at the fork and continue south for six miles on East Camano Drive, bearing to the right where the road becomes Elger Bay Road, to Mountain View Road. Turn right and drive two miles (climbs a steep hill) and continue to Lowell Point Road. Turn left and continue to the park entrance road. (The park is 14 miles southwest of Stanwood).


Contact: Camano Island State Park, 360/387-3031, http://parks.state.wa.us.


24 KAYAK POINT COUNTY PARK
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Scenic rating: 5


near Tulalip Indian Reservation on Puget Sound


Map grid A1


This camp usually fills on summer weekends. Set on the shore of Puget Sound, this large, wooded county park covers 670 acres on Port Susan. It provides good windsurfing and whale-watching as well as hiking; there’s an 18-hole golf course nearby. Good for crabbing and fishing, a pier is also available.


Campsites, facilities: There are 30 sites with partial hookups, including some pull-through sites, for tents or RVs up to 32 feet and 10 yurts with heat and electricity for up to five people. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, firewood, a picnic area with covered shelter, and a 300-foot fishing pier are available. Launching facilities are located in the park. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted online. Sites are $28-40 per night, $10 per each additional vehicle per night, and yurts are $65-85 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Everett and I-5, drive 5 miles north to Exit 199 (Tulalip) at Marysville. Take Exit 199, bear left on Tulalip Road, and drive west for 13 miles (road name changes to Marine Drive) through the Tulalip Indian Reservation to the park entrance road on the left (marked for Kayak Point).


Contact: Kayak Point County Park, Snohomish County, 360/652-7992, https://snohomishcountywa.gov.


25 WENBERG COUNTY PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


on Lake Goodwin


Map grid A1


Wenberg County Park is set along the east shore of Lake Goodwin, where the trout fishing can be great. The park covers 45 acres with 1,140 feet of shoreline frontage on the lake. Powerboats are allowed, and a seasonal concession stand provides food. Hiking is limited to a 0.5-mile trail. This is a popular weekend spot for Seattle-area residents.


Management of Wenberg Park was transferred from the state to Snohomish County, and with that came several significant changes. The reservation protocol is different, of course, and no alcohol is permitted.


Campsites, facilities: There are 70 sites with full or partial hookups for tents and RVs up to 40 feet long. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, two sheltered picnic areas, concession stand, firewood, swimming beach with bathhouse, and a playground are available. Boat-launching facilities and docks are located on Lake Goodwin. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 425/388-6600 or online. Sites are $40 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Everett on I-5, drive north to Exit 206. Take Exit 206/Smokey Point, turn west, and drive 2.4 miles to Highway 531. Bear right on Highway 531 and drive 2.7 miles to East Lake Goodwin Road. Turn left and drive 1.6 miles to the park entrance on the right.


Contact: Wenberg County Park, 360/652-7417, https://snohomishcountywa.gov.


26 CEDAR GROVE SHORES RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 5


on Lake Goodwin


Map grid A1


This wooded resort is set on the shore of Lake Goodwin near Wenberg County Park. The camp is a busy place in summer, with highlights including trout fishing, waterskiing, and swimming. A security gate is closed at night. Tent campers should try Lake Goodwin Resort. An 18-hole golf course is nearby.


Campsites, facilities: There are 48 sites with full hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs of any length. Some sites are pull-through. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, coin laundry, a dump station, modem access, propane gas, ice, a clubhouse, a recreation room, horseshoe pits, and firewood are available. A store and café are located within one mile. Boat docks and launching facilities are nearby on Lake Goodwin. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $40-47 per night, $5 per adult per night for more than two people, $1 fee per pet. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Everett on I-5, drive north for 10 miles to Exit 206. Take Exit 206/Smokey Point and drive west for 2.2 miles to Lakewood Road. Turn right and drive 3.2 miles to Westlake Goodwin Road. Turn left (the park is marked) and drive 0.75 mile to the resort on the left.


Contact: Cedar Grove Shores RV Park, 360/652-7083 or 866/342-4981, www.cgsrvpark.com.


27 LAKE GOODWIN RESORT
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Scenic rating: 5


on Lake Goodwin


Map grid A1


This private campground is set on Lake Goodwin, which is known for good trout fishing. Motorboats are permitted on the lake, and an 18-hole golf course is located nearby. Other activities include swimming in the lake, horseshoe pits, shuffleboard, and a recreation field.


Campsites, facilities: There are 85 sites with full or partial hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs of any length, 11 sites for tents, and four cabins. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, propane gas, a convenience store with recreation equipment, coin laundry, ice, Wi-Fi, a playground, and firewood are available. Boat moorage and a fishing pier are located nearby on Lake Goodwin.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 800/242-8169. RV sites are $40-58 per night, tent sites are $26 per night, $2-5 per each additional person. Cabins are $75-98 per night, $10 per each additional person per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Everett on I-5, drive north for 10 miles to Exit 206. Take Exit 206/Smokey Point, turn west, and drive two miles to Highway 531/Lakewood Road. Bear right on Highway 531 and drive 3.5 miles to the resort on the left.


Contact: Lake Goodwin Resort, 360/652-8169, www.lakegoodwinresort.com.


28 LAKESIDE RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 6


in Everett


Map grid A2


With 75-100 of the 150 RV spaces dedicated to permanent rentals, this camp can be a crapshoot for vacationers in summer; the remaining spaces get filled nightly with vacationers all summer. The park is landscaped with annuals, roses, other perennials, and shrubs, which provide privacy and gardens for each site. There’s a pond stocked with trout year-round, providing fishing for a fee.


Campsites, facilities: There are 150 sites, some pull-through, with full hookups (20, 30, and 50 amps) for RVs of any length. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, coin laundry, propane gas, a playground, off-leash dog area, horseshoe pits, modem access, and pay phones are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are recommended at 800/468-7275. RV sites are $52 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Everett on I-5, drive north to Exit 186. Take Exit 186 and turn west on 128th Street. Drive about two miles to Old Highway 99. Turn left and drive 0.25 mile to the park on the left.


Contact: Lakeside RV Park, 425/347-2970 or 800/468-7275.


29 LAKE PLEASANT RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 6


on Lake Pleasant


Map grid A2


A large, developed camp geared primarily toward RVers, this park is set on Lake Pleasant. The setting is pretty, with lakeside sites and plenty of trees. Just off the highway, it’s a popular camp, so expect lots of company, especially in summer. This is a good spot for a little trout fishing. The lake is not suitable for swimming. Note that half of the sites are monthly rentals. All sites are paved.


Campsites, facilities: There are 184 sites with full hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs up to 45 feet long; half of these sites are available for overnight use. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables are provided. No campfires are allowed. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, modem and Wi-Fi access, a dump station, coin laundry, a playground, and propane gas are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted with certain restrictions.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are recommended. Sites are $44 per night. Visa and MasterCard are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From the junction of I-5 and I-405 (just south of Seattle), take I-405 and drive to Exit 26. Take that exit to the Bothell/Everett Highway over the freeway and drive south for about one mile; look for the park on the left side.


Contact: Lake Pleasant RV Park, 425/487-1785 or 800/742-0386.


30 TRAILER INNS RV PARK/BELLEVUE
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Scenic rating: 5


near Lake Sammamish State Park


Map grid A2


This park features all the amenities for RV travelers. Lake Sammamish State Park is about two miles away. Nearby recreation options include an 18-hole golf course, hiking trails, marked bike trails, and tennis courts.


Campsites, facilities: There are 103 sites with full hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs up to 45 feet long. Some sites are pull-through and about half of the sites are permanently rented. Picnic tables are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, propane gas, cable TV, modem and Wi-Fi access, a recreation hall, an indoor swimming pool, spa, sauna, a coin laundry, ice, picnic area, and a playground are available. A store and a cafe are available within one mile. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 800/659-4684. Sites are $30-60 per night for two people, two children, and two pets. Weekly rates are available. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: At the junction of I-405 and I-90 south of Seattle, turn east on I-90 and drive 1.5 miles to Exit 11A. Take Exit 11A (a two-avenue exit) and stay in the right lane for 150th Avenue SE. After the lanes split, stay in the left lane and drive to the intersection of 150th Avenue SE and 37th. Continue straight through the light and look for the park entrance at the fifth driveway on the right (about one mile from I-90).


Contact: Trailer Inns RV Park and Recreation Center, 425/747-9181 or 800/659-4684, www.trailerinnsrv.com.


31 VASA PARK RESORT
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Scenic rating: 5


on Lake Sammamish


Map grid A2


I was giving a seminar in Bellevue one evening when a distraught-looking couple walked in and pleaded, “Where can we camp tonight?” I answered, “Just look in the book,” and they ended up staying at this camp. It was the easiest sale I ever made. This is the most rustic of the parks in the immediate Seattle area. The resort is on the western shore of Lake Sammamish, and the state park is at the south end of the lake. Lake activities include fishing for smallmouth bass, waterskiing, and personal watercraft riding. There is a two-week maximum stay during the summer. An 18-hole golf course, hiking trails, and marked bike trails are close by. The park is within easy driving distance of Seattle.


Campsites, facilities: There are 16 sites for tents or RVs of any length (partial hookups) and six sites with full hookups for RVs of any length. Picnic tables are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, coin laundry, a playground, and a boat-launching facility are available. Propane gas, firewood, a store, and a café are located within one mile. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $32-40 per night, $4.50 per adult per night for more than two people, $2.50 per child. Some credit cards are accepted. Open mid-May-mid-October.


Directions: From Bellevue, drive east on I-90 to Exit 13. Take Exit 13 to West Lake Sammamish Parkway SE and drive north for one mile; the resort is on the right. Note: Larger rigs should pull into the parking lot on the left.


Contact: Vasa Park Resort, 425/746-3260, www.vasaparkresort.com.


32 ISSAQUAH VILLAGE RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 7


in Issaquah


Map grid A2


Although Issaquah Village RV Park doesn’t allow tents, it’s set in a beautiful environment ringed by the Cascade Mountains, making it a scenic choice in the area. Lake Sammamish State Park is just a few miles north. Most of the sites are asphalt, and 20 percent are long-term rentals.


Campsites, facilities: There are 56 sites, including two pull-through sites, with full hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs of any length. Picnic tables are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi, a dump station (fee), pay phone, coin laundry, picnic areas, playground, and propane gas are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are recommended. Sites are $50-54 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Seattle on I-405 (preferred) or I-5, drive to the junction of I-90. Take I-90 east and drive 17 miles to Exit 17 (Front Street). Drive under the freeway and turn right at 229th Avenue SE. Turn right on SE 66th Street (about 50 feet from the first right turn). Proceed on 66th, as it turns into 1st Avenue and brings you to the park entrance.


Contact: Issaquah Village RV Park, 425/392-9233 or 800/258-9233, www.ivrvpark.com.


33 BLUE SKY RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 5


near Lake Sammamish State Park in Issaquah


Map grid A2


Blue Sky RV Park is situated in an urban setting just outside of Seattle. It provides a good off-the-beaten-path alternative to the more crowded metro area, yet it is still only a short drive from the main attractions in the city. Nearby Lake Sammamish State Park provides more rustic recreation opportunities, including hiking and fishing. All sites are paved and level, and about half of the sites are filled with monthly renters.


Campsites, facilities: There are 51 sites with full hookups for RVs of any length. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables are provided at some sites. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, coin laundry, and a covered picnic pavilion with barbecue are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $45 per night, $5 per person per night for more than two people. Open year-round.


Directions: From I-5 in Seattle, drive east on I-90 for 22 miles to Exit 22 (Preston/Fall City exit). Turn right at the stop sign, then turn left onto 302nd Avenue SE. Proceed 0.5 mile to the campground entrance at the end of the road.


Contact: Blue Sky RV Park, 9002 302nd Ave. SE, Issaquah, 425/222-7910, www.blueskypreston.com.


34 SEATTLE/TACOMA KOA
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Scenic rating: 5


in Kent on the Green River


Map grid A2


This is a popular urban campground, not far from the highway yet in a pleasant setting. The sites are spacious, and many are pull-throughs that accommodate large RVs. A public golf course is located nearby. During the summer, take a tour of Seattle from the campground. The tour highlights include the Space Needle, Pike Place Market, Pioneer Square, Woodland Park Zoo, Seattle Aquarium, Boeing Museum of Flight, Safeco Field, and Puget Sound.


Campsites, facilities: There are 147 sites with full or partial hookups (30 and 50 amps) for RVs up to 55 feet long and 14 sites for tents. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, a dump station, coin laundry, Wi-Fi, limited groceries, firewood, propane gas, ice, RV supplies, free movies, and a seasonal pancake breakfast are available. A large playground, a seasonal heated swimming pool, three-wheel fun-cycle rentals, and a recreation room are also available. Cable TV is provided at some sites. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted with certain restrictions.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are recommended at 800/562-1892. Sites are $48-55 per night, $4-5 per person per night for more than two people, $1.50 per pet per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Seattle, drive south on I-5 for 10 miles to Exit 152 for 188th Street/Orillia Road. Drive east on Orillia Road for three miles (the road becomes 212th Street) to the campground on the right.


Contact: Seattle/Tacoma KOA, 253/872-8652, www.koa.com.


35 DASH POINT STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


near Federal Way


Map grid A2


This urban state park set on Puget Sound features unobstructed water views. The park covers 398 acres, with 3,300 feet of saltwater shoreline and 11 miles of trails for hiking. Fishing, windsurfing, swimming, boating, and mountain biking are all popular. Tacoma offers a variety of activities and attractions, including the Tacoma Art Museum (with a children’s gallery); the Washington State Historical Society Museum; the Seymour Botanical Conservatory at Wrights Park; Point Defiance Park, Zoo, and Aquarium; the Western Washington Forest Industries Museum; and the Fort Lewis Military Museum.


Campsites, facilities: There are 114 tent sites, 27 sites with partial hookups for RVs up to 40 feet, and a group site for up to 96 people. Cabins are also available. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, an amphitheater, two sheltered picnic areas, a dump station, and firewood are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted for individual sites and required for the group site at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($7-9 reservation fee). Sites are $25-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. Cabins are $65-80 per night. Call for group rates. Open year-round.


Directions: On I-5 in Tacoma, drive to Exit 143/320th Street. Take that exit and turn west on 320th Street and drive four miles to 47th Street (a T intersection). Turn right on 47th Street and drive to Highway 509 (another T intersection). Turn left on Highway 509/Dash Point Road and drive one mile to the park. Note: The camping area is on the south side of the road; the day-use area is on the north side of the road.


Contact: Dash Point State Park, 253/661-4955, http://parks.state.wa.us.


36 GAME FARM WILDERNESS PARK CAMP
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Scenic rating: 6


on the Stuck River in Auburn


Map grid A2


The Game Farm Wilderness Park is just minutes from downtown Auburn and centrally located to Mount Rainier, Seattle, and the Cascade Mountains. The campground is located along the scenic Stuck River and is adjacent to an 18-hole disc golf course.


Campsites, facilities: There are 18 sites with partial hookups for tents or RVs of any length, with a maximum of five people per site. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets, drinking water (available March-November), a picnic shelter, and a dump station are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 253/931-3043. Sites are $25 per night, with a discount for Auburn residents. Some credit cards are accepted. Open April-mid-October, with a one-week maximum stay limit.


Directions: On I-5 (north of Tacoma), drive to Exit 142 and Highway 18. Turn east on Highway 18 and drive to the Auburn/Enumclaw exit. Take that exit and drive to the light at Auburn Way. Turn left on Auburn Way South and drive one mile to Howard Road. Exit to the right on Howard Road and drive 0.2 mile to the stop sign at R Street. Turn right on R Street and drive 1.5 miles to Stuck River Drive SE (just over the river). Turn left and drive 0.25 mile upriver to the park on the left at 2401 Stuck River Drive.


Contact: City of Auburn Parks and Recreation Department, 253/931-3043, www.auburnwa.gov.



37 MAJESTIC MOBILE MANOR RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 7


on the Puyallup River near Tacoma


Map grid A2


This clean, pretty park along the Puyallup River and with views of Mount Rainier caters to RVers. (Note that at least half of the sites are filled with monthly renters.) Recreation options within 10 miles include an 18-hole golf course, a full-service marina, and tennis courts. Tacoma offers a variety of activities and attractions, including the Tacoma Art Museum (with a children’s gallery); the Washington State Historical Society Museum; the Seymour Botanical Conservatory at Wrights Park; Point Defiance Park, Zoo, and Aquarium; the Western Washington Forest Industries Museum; and the Fort Lewis Military Museum.


Campsites, facilities: There are 88 sites with full hookups for RVs up to 75 feet. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, cable TV, Wi-Fi access, propane gas, a dump station, a recreation hall, a convenience store, coin laundry, ice, and a seasonal heated swimming pool are available. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $55 per night, $2 per person per night for more than two people. Open year-round.


Directions: From the north end of Tacoma on I-5, take Exit 135 to Highway 167. Drive east on Highway 167 (River Road) for four miles to the park on the right.


Contact: Majestic Mobile Manor RV Park, 253/845-3144 or 800/348-3144, www.majesticrvpark.com.


38 OLYMPIA CAMPGROUND
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Scenic rating: 7


near Olympia


Map grid A2


This campground in a natural, wooded setting has all the comforts. Nearby recreation options include an 18-hole golf course, hiking trails, marked bike trails, and tennis courts.


Campsites, facilities: There are 95 sites with full or partial hookups (20 and 30 amps) for tents or RVs of any length and two cabins. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables are provided and fire rings are at some sites. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, modem and Wi-Fi access, propane gas, a dump station, recreation hall, convenience store, coin laundry, ice, a playground, seasonal heated swimming pool, gas station, and firewood are available. A café is located within two miles. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. RV sites are $38 per night, tent sites are $25 per night, cabins are $50 per night, $4-10 per person per night for more than two people. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Olympia on I-5, take Exit 101 to Tumwater Boulevard. Turn left and drive 0.25 mile to Center Street. Turn right and drive one mile to 83rd Avenue (Center ends at 83rd). Turn right and drive an eighth of a mile to the park on the left. Turn in at the Texaco station entrance (the campground is behind the store).


Contact: Olympia Campground, 360/352-2551, www.olympiacampground.com.





THE NORTHERN CASCADES
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Mount Baker is the centerpiece in a forested landscape with hundreds of lakes, rivers, and hidden campgrounds. The only limit here is weather. The Northern Cascades are deluged with snowfall in winter and Mount Baker often receives a foot per day for weeks. Although that shortens the recreation season to just a few months in summer, it also has another effect. With so many destinations available for such a short time, many remain largely undiscovered. First-time campers should start with the state parks, which offer beautiful, easy-to-reach settings. Many roadside camps provide choice layover spots for vacationing travelers. Seasoned campers can search for lesser-known camps in the national forests. Many beautiful spots are set alongside lakes and streams, often with trailheads into nearby wilderness that feature abundant wildlife, good fishing, and great hiking.
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1 DOUGLAS FIR


2 SILVER FIR


3 HOZOMEEN


4 PARK CREEK


5 SHANNON CREEK


6 SWIFT CREEK


7 BOULDER CREEK


8 PANORAMA POINT


9 HORSESHOE COVE/GROUP


10 BAYVIEW CAMPGROUND


11 GOODELL CREEK


12 NEWHALEM CREEK


13 GORGE LAKE


14 COLONIAL CREEK


15 RASAR STATE PARK


16 CREEKSIDE CAMPING


17 HOWARD MILLER STEELHEAD PARK


18 GLACIER PEAK RESORT AND WINERY


19 MARBLE CREEK


20 MINERAL PARK: EAST AND WEST


21 SQUIRE CREEK COUNTY PARK


22 CLEAR CREEK


23 RIVER MEADOWS COUNTY PARK


24 TURLO


25 VERLOT


26 GOLD BASIN


27 ESSWINE GROUP CAMP


28 BOARDMAN CREEK GROUP CAMP


29 BEDAL


30 RED BRIDGE


31 TULALIP MILL GROUP CAMP


32 COAL CREEK GROUP CAMP


33 BALLARD


34 RIVER BEND


35 EARLY WINTERS


36 KLIPCHUCK


37 LONE FIR


38 CAMP FOUR


39 HONEYMOON


40 CHEWUCH


41 FLAT


42 FALLS CREEK


43 NICE


44 PEARRYGIN LAKE STATE PARK


45 KOA WINTHROP


46 BIG TWIN LAKE CAMPGROUND


47 ROADS END


48 SOUTH CREEK


49 POPLAR FLAT


50 TWISP RIVER HORSE CAMP


51 WAR CREEK


52 BLACKPINE LAKE


53 RIVERBEND RV PARK


54 FOGGY DEW


55 PHELPS CREEK AND EQUESTRIAN


56 FLOWING LAKE PARK


57 MONEY CREEK CAMPGROUND


58 BECKLER RIVER


59 MILLER RIVER GROUP


60 MIDDLE FORK


61 KANASKAT-PALMER STATE PARK


62 TINKHAM


63 DENNY CREEK


64 KACHESS & KACHESS GROUP


65 SALMON LA SAC


66 RED MOUNTAIN


67 CLE ELUM RIVER & CLE ELUM GROUP


68 LAKE EASTON STATE PARK


69 CAYUSE HORSE CAMP


70 DALLES


71 CROW CREEK


72 KANER FLAT


73 NAPEEQUA CROSSING


74 CHIWAWA HORSE CAMP


75 COTTONWOOD


76 SILVER FALLS


77 SNOWBERRY BOWL


78 TWENTY-FIVE MILE CREEK STATE PARK


79 KAMEI RESORT


80 LAKE WENATCHEE STATE PARK


81 GOOSE CREEK


82 LAKE CHELAN STATE PARK


83 DAROGA STATE PARK


84 BLACKPINE HORSE CAMP


85 ROCK ISLAND


86 CHATTER CREEK


87 IDA CREEK


88 JOHNNY CREEK


89 BRIDGE CREEK


90 EIGHTMILE


91 TUMWATER


92 LEAVENWORTH/PINE VILLAGE KOA


93 ICICLE RIVER RV RESORT


94 ENTIAT CITY PARK


95 LINCOLN ROCK STATE PARK


96 BLU-SHASTIN RV PARK


97 WENATCHEE RIVER COUNTY PARK


98 WENATCHEE CONFLUENCE STATE PARK


99 BEVERLY


100 INDIAN CAMP


101 SWAUK


102 MINERAL SPRINGS


103 KEN WILCOX HORSE CAMP


104 SQUILCHUCK STATE PARK


105 TRAILER CORRAL RV PARK


106 ICEWATER CREEK


107 ELLENSBURG KOA



1 DOUGLAS FIR
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Scenic rating: 10


on the Nooksack River in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


Set along the Nooksack River, this camp features river views from some campsites. It is a beautiful camp, surrounded by old-growth Douglas fir, silver fir, and western hemlock. Trout fishing is available on the river, and there are hiking trails in the area.


Campsites, facilities: There are 30 sites for tents or RVs up to 55 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, vault toilets, and a picnic shelter are available. A store, café, coin laundry, and ice are located within five miles at Glacier. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $18-20 per night, $9 per night per additional vehicle. Open May-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Bellingham on I-5, take the Highway 542 exit and drive 33 miles to Glacier. Continue two miles northeast on Highway 542 to the campground on the left.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Mount Baker Ranger District, 360/856-5700, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


2 SILVER FIR
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Scenic rating: 9


on the North Fork of the Nooksack River in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


B


This campground is set on the North Fork of the Nooksack River. It is within 30 minutes of the Heather Meadows area, which provides some of the best hiking trails in the entire region. In addition, a one-mile round-trip to Artist Ridge promises views of Mount Baker and Mount Shuksan. The first part of the trail to the first viewpoint is wheelchair accessible. Fishing is available nearby, and in the winter the area offers cross-country skiing. You’re strongly advised to obtain a U.S. Forest Service map in order to take maximum advantage of the recreational opportunities in the area.


Campsites, facilities: There are 20 sites for tents or RVs of any length including a few double sites. Picnic tables and barbecue grills are provided. Drinking water, vault toilets, garbage bins, and a group picnic shelter are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $16-30 per night, $8 per night per additional vehicle. Open May-early September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 at Bellingham, turn east on Highway 542 and drive 33 miles to Glacier. Continue east on Highway 542 for 12.5 miles to the campground on the right.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Mount Baker Ranger District, 360/856-5700, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


3 HOZOMEEN
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Scenic rating: 9


on Ross Lake in Ross Lake National Recreation Area


Map grid A1


Hozomeen Campground, at 1,600 feet elevation, is just inside the U.S./Canada border at the northeast end of Ross Lake. It takes quite an effort to get here, which tends to weed out all but the most stalwart campers. This is good news for those few, for they will find a quiet, uncrowded camp in a beautiful setting. No firewood gathering is permitted here.


Campsites, facilities: There are 75 sites for tents or RVs of any length (but getting there requires traveling over 39 miles of rough road). Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Pit toilets and drinking water are available. Garbage must be packed out. A boat launch on nearby Ross Lake is available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: There is no entrance fee for North Cascades National Park. Reservations are not accepted. There is no fee for camping. Open mid-June-September.


Directions: This campground is accessible only through Canada. From the town of Hope, British Columbia, turn south on Silver-Skagit Road; it is a narrow dirt/gravel road, which is often rough. Drive south for 39 miles to the campground at the north end of Ross Lake.


Contact: North Cascades National Park, 360/856-5700, www.nps.gov/noca.



4 PARK CREEK
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Scenic rating: 6


near Baker Lake in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


This pretty camp is set at an elevation of 800 feet on Park Creek amid a heavily wooded area comprising old-growth Douglas fir and western hemlock. Park Creek is a feeder stream to nearby Baker Lake. The camp is primitive and small but gets its fair share of use.


Campsites, facilities: There are 12 sites for tents or RVs up to 36 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets are available, but there is no drinking water. Boat docks, launching facilities, and rentals are nearby on Baker Lake. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $12 per night, $6 per night per additional vehicle. Open mid-May-early September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 at Burlington, turn east on Highway 20 and drive approximately 24 miles to Milepost 82 and Baker Lake Highway (Forest Road 11). Turn north on Baker Lake Highway and drive about 19.5 miles to Forest Road 1144. Turn left (northwest) and drive about 200 yards to the campground on the left. Obtaining a U.S. Forest Service map is helpful.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Mount Baker Ranger District, 360/856-5700, www.fs.usda.gov.


5 SHANNON CREEK
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Scenic rating: 9


near Baker Lake in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


This pretty camp is set at an elevation of 909 feet at the north end of Baker Lake.


Campsites, facilities: There are 19 sites, including two double sites, for tents or RVs up to 36 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, garbage bins, firewood, a picnic shelter, and vault toilets are available. A boat launch is available, and docks and rentals are nearby on Baker Lake. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $14-16 per night, $26 per night for the double sites, and $7 per night per additional vehicle. Open mid-May-mid-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 at Burlington, turn east on Highway 20 and drive approximately 24 miles to Milepost 82 and Baker Lake Highway (Forest Road 11). Turn north on Baker Lake Highway and drive. Obtaining a U.S. Forest Service map is helpful.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Mount Baker Ranger District, 360/856-5700, www.fs.usda.gov.


6 SWIFT CREEK


[image: Image]


Scenic rating: 9


near Baker Lake in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


Formerly the private Baker Lake Resort, newly christened Swift Creek Campground resides in mixed-conifer forest on the edge of picturesque Baker Lake. The camp is in a prime location for hiking, boating, and fishing, as well as skiing and snowshoeing in winter months. There is a small beach on-site and an impressive view of Mount Baker’s 10,781-foot snowcapped peaks.


Campsites, facilities: There are 20 single sites, two double sites, and two group sites for tents or RVs up to 40 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, garbage bins, firewood, and vault toilets are available. A paved boat ramp (suitable for large boats) and a 20-slip dock are on-site. Boat rentals are available nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Single sites are $18 per night, double sites are $34 per night, the group site is $75 per night, $9 per night per additional vehicle. Open mid-May-mid-September, weather permitting.


Directions: Swift Creek Campground is three miles south of Shannon Creek (see listing in this chapter) on the same road. From I-5 at Mount Vernon, take Exit 230 and head east on Highway 20/North Cascades Highway for 18 miles. Pass Sedro-Woolley and take Baker Lake Highway to Baker Lake. Swift Creek Campground is about halfway up the lake on the right side, just past Milepost 20. Obtaining a U.S. Forest Service map is helpful.


GPS Coordinates: 48.72889, -121.65722


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Mount Baker Ranger District, 360/856-5700, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


7 BOULDER CREEK
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Scenic rating: 8


near Baker Lake in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


This camp provides an alternative to Horseshoe Cove. It is set on Boulder Creek about one mile from the shore of Baker Lake. Fishing is fair here for rainbow trout, but typically far better at Baker Lake. A boat launch is located at Panorama Point, about 15 minutes away. Wild berries can be found in the area in season. The campground offers prime views of Mount Baker.


Campsites, facilities: There are eight sites for tents or RVs up to 22 feet long and one group site for up to 25 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets are available, but there is no drinking water. Boat docks and launching facilities are nearby on Baker Lake. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are required for the group site and are available for some family sites at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Family sites are $14 per night, $7 per night per additional vehicle; the group site is $40 per night. Open mid-May-early September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 at Burlington, turn east on Highway 20 and drive approximately 24 miles to Milepost 82 and Baker Lake Highway (Forest Road 11). Turn north on Baker Lake Highway and drive 17.4 miles to the campground on the right.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Mount Baker Ranger District, 360/856-5700, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


8 PANORAMA POINT
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Scenic rating: 10


on Baker Lake in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


B


With incredible scenic views of Mount Baker, Mount Shuk, Baker Lake, and Anderson Mountain, this camp is true to its name. Panorama Point is a well-maintained campground on the northwest shore of Baker Lake. The reservoir is one of the better fishing lakes in the area, often with good prospects for rainbow trout. Powerboating and waterskiing are permitted. Hiking trails are nearby.


Campsites, facilities: There are 16 sites for tents or RVs up to 45 feet long and a few multi-sites. Picnic tables are provided. Drinking water, vault toilets, firewood, and garbage bins are available. A convenience store and ice are located within one mile. A boat ramp is adjacent to the camp. Boat docks and rentals are nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $16-30 per night, $8 per night per additional vehicle. Open mid-May-mid-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 at Burlington, turn east on Highway 20 and drive approximately 24 miles to Milepost 82 and Baker Lake Highway (Forest Road 11). Turn north on Baker Lake Highway and drive 18.7 miles to the campground entrance on the right on the shore of Baker Lake.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Mount Baker Ranger District, 360/856-5700, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


9 HORSESHOE COVE/GROUP
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Scenic rating: 9


on Baker Lake in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


This camp is set along 5,000-acre Baker Lake. Anglers will often find good fishing for rainbow trout and kokanee salmon. Other highlights include swimming access from the campground and a boat ramp. Some hiking trails can be found nearby. The Baker Lake Basin has many trails, and the Mount Baker National Recreation Area is located within 30 minutes.


Campsites, facilities: There are 35 single and two multi-sites for tents or RVs up to 40 feet long and three group sites for up to 25 people each. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, flush toilets, garbage bins, and firewood are available. A boat ramp and swimming beach are adjacent to camp. Canoes, kayaks, and paddleboats are available for rent; check with the camp host. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Single sites are $18 per night, multi-sites are $34 per night, group sites are $75 per night, $9 per night per each additional vehicle. Open May-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 at Burlington, turn east on Highway 20 and drive approximately 24 miles to Milepost 82 and the Baker Lake Highway (Forest Road 11). Turn north on Baker Lake Highway and drive about 14.8 miles to Forest Road 1118. Turn right (east) on Forest Road 1118 and drive two miles to the campground. A U.S. Forest Service map is recommended.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Mount Baker Ranger District, 360/856-5700, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


10 BAYVIEW CAMPGROUND
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Scenic rating: 9


on Baker Lake in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


This campground sits adjacent to Baker Lake, which covers 5,000 acres and offers fishing for rainbow trout and kokanee salmon. Sites are set in a second-growth forest with brush understory providing some privacy between you and your neighbor. Many sites are close to the water. A group site is located away from the main campground. There is a nice quiet little cove that is usually boat free and is a great place to float and relax. A hiking trail connects Bayview and Horseshoe Cove Campgrounds.


Campsites, facilities: There are 24 sites for tents or RVs up to 30 feet and one group site for up to 50 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets, garbage bins, and firewood are available. Hand-pumped drinking water may be available. A boat ramp is located nearby near Horseshoe Cove Camp. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $16 per night, $8 per each additional vehicle. The group site is $75 per night. Some credit cards are accepted. Open mid-May-mid-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 at Burlington, turn east on Highway 20 and drive approximately 24 miles to Milepost 82 and the Baker Lake Highway (Forest Road 11). Turn north on Baker Lake Highway and drive about 14.8 miles to Forest Road 1118. Turn right (east) on Forest Road 1118 and drive 1.75 miles to Forest Road 1118.011. Turn left and drive 0.75 mile to the campground. A U.S. Forest Service map is recommended.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Mount Baker Ranger District, 360/856-5700 www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


11 GOODELL CREEK
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Scenic rating: 7


on Goodell Creek and the Skagit River in Ross Lake National Recreation Area


Map grid A1


Goodell Creek Campground is an alternative to nearby, larger Newhalem Creek Campground. This one is set at 500 feet elevation, where Goodell Creek pours into the Skagit River in the Ross Lake National Recreation Area. It’s a popular put-in camp for raft trips downriver; that makes the group sites popular here. No firewood gathering is permitted.


Campsites, facilities: There are 21 sites for tents or RVs up to 22 feet long and three group sites (one at Upper Goodell and two at Lower Goodell) for up to 50 people each for tents or RVs up to 30 feet long. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Drinking water is available in the family sites, but not in the group sites. Pit toilets, garbage bins, and a picnic shelter are available. A dump station is across the road at Newhalem Creek campground. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are required for group sites only at 877/444-6777 or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $16 per night, group sites are $25 per night. There is no entrance fee for North Cascades National Park. Family sites are open year-round, but there are no services (and no fees) in the winter; group sites are open Memorial Day weekend-September.


Directions: On I-5, drive to Exit 230/Highway 20 at Burlington. Turn east on Highway 20 and drive 46 miles to Marblemount. Continue east on Highway 20 for 13 miles to the campground entrance. RVs and buses are not allowed on the road to Upper Goodell Campground.


Contact: North Cascades National Park, 360/856-5700, www.nps.gov/noca.


12 NEWHALEM CREEK
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Scenic rating: 7


near the Skagit River in Ross Lake National Recreation Area


Map grid A1


This spot is set along the Skagit River west of Newhalem at 500 feet elevation. Good hiking possibilities abound in the immediate area, and naturalist programs are available. Be sure to visit the North Cascades Visitor Center at the top of the hill from the campground. No firewood gathering is permitted here. If this camp is full, try Goodell Creek Campground, located just one mile west on Highway 20.


Campsites, facilities: There are 54 sites for tents or RVs of any length, and two group sites for tents or RVs up to 45 feet long for up to 30 people each. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets, drinking water, and a dump station are available. The group camp has a covered pavilion. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted for family sites and are required for group camps at 877/444-6777 or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Family sites are $16 per night; group sites are $32-40 per night. There is no entrance fee for North Cascades National Park. Open mid-May-mid-September.


Directions: On I-5, drive to Exit 230/Highway 20 at Burlington. Turn east on Highway 20 and drive 46 miles to Marblemount. Continue 14 miles east on Highway 20 to the camp.


Contact: North Cascades National Park, 360/856-5700, www.nps.gov/noca/.


13 GORGE LAKE
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Scenic rating: 9


on Gorge Lake on the Skagit River in Ross Lake National Recreation Area


Map grid A1


This small camp is set near the north shore of Gorge Lake, with lake views from many sites, and close to Colonial Creek and Goodell Creek. There is some tree cover. Gorge Lake is very narrow and has trout fishing (check regulations). The camp is not well known and gets low use. One problem here is that the lake level can fluctuate (but not as much as Ross Lake), leaving the camps high and dry. No firewood gathering is permitted. There are two other lakes nearby on the Skagit River—Diablo Lake and Ross Lake. The elevation is 900 feet.


Campsites, facilities: There are six sites for tents or RVs up to 22 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets are available. There is no drinking water, and garbage must be packed out. A boat ramp is nearby. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. There is no fee for camping. There is no entrance fee for North Cascades National Park. Open year-round.


Directions: From I-5 near Burlington, take exit 230 for Highway 20. Turn east on Highway 20 and drive 46 miles to Marblemount. Continue east on Highway 20 for another 20 miles to the junction with Diablo Road. Bear left and drive 0.6 mile to the campground on the right.


Contact: North Cascades National Park, 360/856-5700, www.nps.gov/noca.


14 COLONIAL CREEK
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Scenic rating: 7


on Diablo Lake in Ross Lake National Recreation Area


Map grid A1


Colonial Creek Campground sits at an elevation of 1,200 feet along the shore of Diablo Lake in the Ross Lake National Recreation Area. The five-mile-long lake offers many hiking and fishing opportunities. A naturalist program and guided walks are available during the summer months. No firewood gathering is permitted at this campsite.


Campsites, facilities: There are 142 campsites for tents or RVs up to 45 feet long, including a few walk-in tent sites. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets, drinking water, garbage bins, a dump station, three boat docks, and a boat ramp are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible, including a fishing pier. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted for South Loop sites at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $16 per night. There is no entrance fee for North Cascades National Park. Open mid-May-mid-October; 18 lakefront sites are open through the winter (no services provided).


Directions: From I-5 at Burlington, take Exit 230 and drive east to Highway 20. Turn east on Highway 20 and drive 46 miles to Marblemount. Continue east on Highway 20 for 24 miles to the campground entrance.


Contact: North Cascades National Park, 360/856-5700, www.nps.gov.noca.


15 RASAR STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


on the Skagit River


Map grid A1


This park borders North Cascade National Park and is also near 10,778-foot Mount Baker and the Baker River watershed. Fishing the 4,000 feet of shoreline and hiking are the attractions here, as is bird-watching.


Campsites, facilities: There are 20 sites with partial hookups (30 amps) and 18 sites with no hookups for tents or RVs up to 40 feet, three primitive hike-in/bike-in sites, eight walk-in sites, two four-person Adirondack shelters, three cabins, and three group sites for 20-80 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, dump station, a kitchen shelter, an amphitheater, playground, and park store are available. Firewood gathering is prohibited, but firewood is available for sale. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted and are required for the group site at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.tocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $12-35 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night, and cabins are $59-93 per night. Call for group rates. Open year-round.


Directions: From I-5 at Burlington, take Exit 232 (Cook Road) and drive six miles (to a traffic light) to Highway 20 in Sedro-Woolley. Turn left (east) on Highway 20 and drive 15 miles to Lusk Road. Turn right on Lusk Road and drive 0.75 mile to Cape Horn Road. Turn left on Cape Horn Road and drive one mile to the park entrance.


Contact: Rasar State Park, 360/826-3942, http://parks.state.wa.us.


16 CREEKSIDE CAMPING
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Scenic rating: 6


near the Skagit River


Map grid A1


This pretty, wooded campground is centrally located to nearby recreational opportunities at Baker Lake and the Skagit River. Trout fishing is good here, and tackle is available nearby. Horseshoe pits and a recreation hall are also available. About half of the sites are filled with monthly renters.


Campsites, facilities: There are 29 sites with full or partial hookups (20 and 30 amp) for tents, trailers, or RVs up to 40 feet long. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, a dump station, coin laundry, games and videos, and horseshoe pits are available. A café is located within one mile. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are recommended. RV sites are $36 per night, tent sites are $24 per night. Open year-round.


Directions: From Seattle, drive north on I-5 to Exit 232 (Cook Road). Take the exit up and over the highway to the flashing light and Highway 20. Turn left on Cook Road/Highway 20 and drive four miles to the light at Highway 20. Turn left at Highway 20 and drive 17 miles to Baker Lake Highway, between Mileposts 182 and 183. Turn left on Baker Lake Highway and drive 0.25 mile to the camp on the right.


Contact: Creekside Camping, 39602 Baker Lake Highway, Concrete, 360/826-3566.


17 HOWARD MILLER STEELHEAD PARK
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Scenic rating: 5


on the Skagit River


Map grid A1


This Skagit County park provides grassy sites and access to the Skagit River. The river is designated a Wild and Scenic River. The steelhead fishing is often good in season. Campsites at this spot are sunny and spacious. Groups can be accommodated. A bald eagle sanctuary is located at the east end of the park. November-January is the best time to see bald eagles here. This camp is most popular in July, August, and September, when the weather is best, but also attracts visitors in early winter who arrive primarily for bald eagle-watching.


Campsites, facilities: There are 56 sites with full or partial hookups for tents or RVs of any length, 10 walk-in tent sites, two cabins, and two Adirondack shelters. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, a clubhouse, picnic shelter, playground, interpretive center, and horseshoe pits are available. A store and ice are located within one mile. Boat-launching facilities are located in the park. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are recommended ($7 reservation fee). RV sites are $30 per night, tent sites are $16 per night, cabins are $60-70 per night ($20 pet fee), Adirondack shelters are $30 per night, $5 per extra vehicle per night. Winter rates are available. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: On I-5, drive to Exit 230/Highway 20 at Burlington. Turn east on Highway 20 and drive 44 miles to Rockport and Rockport-Darrington Road (Highway 530). Turn right (south) and drive three blocks to the camp on the right.


Contact: Howard Miller Steelhead Park, 360/853-8808; Skagit County Parks, 360/336-9414, www.skagitcounty.net/parksandrecreation.


18 GLACIER PEAK RESORT AND WINERY
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Scenic rating: 9


on the Skagit River


Map grid A1


This beautiful camp is nestled in the trees along the Skagit River. The resort covers 125 acres, including 1.5 miles of river frontage. A restaurant called The Eatery has received awards for its pecan pie and is also known for its home-style meals. Fishing, river walks, and nearby hiking trails among the glaciers and waterfalls can be accessed close to the campground. There are also three hydroelectric plants nearby that offer tours. Recreational facilities include horseshoes and a sports field for volleyball, croquet, and badminton. This resort is popular July-September, when reservations are often required to get a spot.


Campsites, facilities: There are 48 sites for tents or RVs of any length (full hookups), 40 cabins, seven theme cabins, five chalets, and six mobile homes. Some sites are pull-through. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, Wi-Fi, a pay phone, coin laundry, horseshoe pits, a restaurant, bunny-hole golf, and a sports field for volleyball, croquet, and badminton are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are recommended. RV sites are $29 per night, tent sites are $19 per night, cabins are $129-209 per night ($30 pet deposit). Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 44 miles to Rockport. Continue east on Highway 20 for six miles to the resort on the left (between Mileposts 103 and 104).


Contact: Glacier Peak Resort and Winery, 360/873-2250, www.northcascades.com.


19 MARBLE CREEK
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Scenic rating: 7


on Marble Creek in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


This primitive campground is set on Marble Creek amid old-growth Douglas fir and western hemlock. Fishing for rainbow trout is possible here. A trailhead to Hidden Lake just inside the boundary of North Cascades National Park can be found about five miles from camp at the end of Forest Road 1540.


Campsites, facilities: There are 23 sites for tents or RVs up to 40 feet long, including a few multi-sites. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets, garbage bins, and firewood are available. There is no drinking water. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $14 per night, multi-sites are $20 per night, $7 per night per additional vehicle. Open mid-May-mid-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 in Burlington, take Exit 230/Highway 20. Turn east on Highway 20 and drive 46 miles to Marblemount and Forest Road 15 (Cascade River Road). Cross the bridge, turn east on Cascade River Road, and drive eight miles to Forest Road 1530. Turn right (south) on Forest Road 1530 and drive to the campground. Obtaining a U.S. Forest Service map is advised.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Mount Baker Ranger District, 360/856-5700, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.



20 MINERAL PARK: EAST AND WEST
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Scenic rating: 7


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


This campground is just six miles from Cascade Pass along a narrow, bumpy gravel road and is best suited for tents and small trailers. Campsites are near the Cascade River at the convergence of the North and South Forks.


Campsites, facilities: There are 24 sites, including two double sites, for tents or RVs up to 32 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets, firewood, and garbage bins are available, but there is no drinking water. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $12 per night, $6 per night per additional vehicle, and double sites are $22 per night. Open mid-May-mid-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 in Burlington, take Exit 230/Highway 20. Turn east on Highway 20 and drive 46 miles to Marblemount and Forest Road 15 (Cascade River Road). Cross the bridge over the Skagit River, turn east on Cascade River Road, and drive 16 miles to the campground. Obtaining a U.S. Forest Service map is advised.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Mount Baker Ranger District, 360/856-5700, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


21 SQUIRE CREEK COUNTY PARK
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Scenic rating: 7


on Squire Creek


Map grid A1


This pretty park is set amid old-growth forest, primarily Douglas fir and cedar, along Squire Creek. A family-oriented park, it often fills on summer weekends. The park covers 53 acres and features several nearby trailheads. A trail from the park provides a 4.5-mile loop that heads toward White Horse Mountain. Other trailheads are located within five miles in nearby Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, about three miles from the boundaries of the Boulder River Wilderness. No alcohol is permitted in this park.


Campsites, facilities: There are 33 sites for tents or RVs up to 40 feet long (no hookups). Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets, coin showers, drinking water, firewood, and picnic shelters that can be reserved are available. A store is located three miles east in Darrington. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $22-40 per night, $10 per night per additional vehicle. Open year-round, with limited winter services.


Directions: From Seattle, drive north on I-5 to Exit 208 and the junction with Highway 530. Turn east on Highway 530 and drive 26 miles to the park on the left. The park is at Milepost 45.2, approximately three miles west of the town of Darrington.


Contact: Squire Creek County Park, 360/435-3441, https://snohomishcountywa.gov.


22 CLEAR CREEK
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Scenic rating: 8


on Clear Creek and the Sauk River in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


This nice, secluded spot is set in old-growth fir on the water, but it doesn’t get heavy use. It’s located at the confluence of Clear Creek and the Sauk River, a designated Wild and Scenic River. Fishing is available for rainbow trout, Dolly Varden trout, whitefish, and steelhead in season. A trail from camp leads about one mile up to Frog Pond.


Campsites, facilities: There are 13 sites for tents or RVs up to 40 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets, garbage bins, and firewood are available. There is no drinking water. A store, café, coin laundry, and ice are located within four miles. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $14 per night, $7 per extra vehicle per night. Open late May-mid-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Seattle, drive north on I-5 to Exit 208 and the junction with Highway 530. Turn east on Highway 530 and drive 32 miles to Darrington and Forest Road 20 (Mountain Loop Highway). Turn right (south) on Forest Road 20 and drive 3.3 miles to the campground entrance on the left.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Darrington Ranger District, 360/436-1155, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


23 RIVER MEADOWS COUNTY PARK
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Scenic rating: 5


on the Stillaguamish River near Arlington


Map grid A1


This 150-acre camp on the shore of the Stillaguamish River offers a wide variety of activities. There are miles of trails for hiking, a mile of river for fishing or swimming, open meadows for seasonal activities ranging from kite-flying and kickball to snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. There’s even geocaching.


Campsites, facilities: There are 14 sites for tents or RVs of any length (no hookups), three of which are walk-in sites for tents only. Six yurts are also available. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets, drinking water, firewood, and three reservable picnic shelters are available. A store is located five miles away in Arlington. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $22-28 per night, $10 per night per additional vehicle, and yurts are $45-85 per night. Open year-round, with limited winter services.


Directions: From Seattle, drive north on I-5 for 42 miles to Exit 208 and the junction with Highway 530. Turn east on Highway 530 and drive five miles to Arlington Heights Road. Turn right on Arlington Heights Road and drive 1.5 miles to Jordan Road. Take a sharp right onto Jordan Road and drive about two miles to the park on the right.


Contact: River Meadows County Park, 20416 Jordan Road, Arlington, 360/435-3441, https://snohomishcountywa.gov.


24 TURLO
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Scenic rating: 8


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


The westernmost camp on this stretch of Highway 92, Turlo is set at 900 feet elevation along the South Fork of the Stillaguamish River. A U.S. Forest Service Public Information Center is nearby. Riverside campsites are available, and the fishing can be good here. A few hiking trails can be found in the area.


Campsites, facilities: There are 18 sites for tents or RVs up to 40 feet long. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Vault toilets, drinking water, garbage bins, and firewood are available. A camp host is on-site. A store, café, and ice are located one mile away. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $16 per night, $8 per extra vehicle per night. Open year-round, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 and Everett, turn east on U.S. 2 and drive five miles to Highway 9. Turn north and drive four miles to Highway 92. Turn east on Highway 92 and drive approximately 15 miles to the town of Granite Falls. Continue another 11 miles east on Highway 92 to the campground entrance on the right.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Darrington Ranger District, 360/436-1155 www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


25 VERLOT


[image: Image]


Scenic rating: 9


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


This pretty campground is set along the South Fork of the Stillaguamish River. Some campsites provide river views. The camp is a short distance from the Lake Twenty-Two Research Natural Area and Maid of the Woods Trail. Fishing is another recreation option.


Campsites, facilities: There are 24 single and two multi-sites for tents or RVs up to 40 feet long. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets, drinking water, garbage bins, firewood, and a visitors center are available. A store, café, and ice are located within one mile. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $18 per night, $24-30 for multi-sites, and $9 per extra vehicle per night. Open year-round, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 and Everett, turn east on U.S. 2 and drive five miles to Highway 9. Turn north and drive four miles to Highway 92. Turn east on Highway 92 and drive approximately 15 miles to the town of Granite Falls, and continue another 11.6 miles east on Highway 92 to the campground entrance on the right.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Darrington Ranger District, 360/436-1155, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


26 GOLD BASIN
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Scenic rating: 9


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


Note: Closed since 2016, the Forest Service plans to reopen this campground in 2018. Call to confirm status before planning a trip.


This is the largest campground in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest; since it’s loaded with facilities, it’s a favorite with RVers. Set at an elevation of 1,100 feet along the South Fork of the Stillaguamish River, the campground features riverside sites, easy access, and a wheelchair-accessible interpretive trail. This area once provided good fishing, but a slide upstream put clay silt into the water, and it has hurt the fishing. Rafting and hiking are options.


Campsites, facilities: There are 80 sites without hook-ups for tents or RVs up to 45 feet long, 10 tent-only sites, and one group site for up to 75 people. Picnic tables and fire rings are provided. Drinking water, restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, firewood, and garbage bins are available. A camp host is on-site. A store, café, and ice are located within 2.5 miles. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $22-35 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. The group site is $100-125 per night. Open mid-May-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 and Everett, turn east on U.S. 2 and drive five miles to Highway 9. Turn north and drive four miles to Highway 92. Turn east on Highway 92 and drive about 15 miles to the town of Granite Falls and Mountain Loop Highway. Continue east on Mountain Loop Highway for 13.5 miles to the campground entrance on the left.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Darrington Ranger District, 360/436-1155, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


27 ESSWINE GROUP CAMP
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Scenic rating: 6


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


This small, quiet camp is a great place for a restful group getaway. Even though the elevation is only 1,600 feet, it still has a beautiful view. The only drawback? No drinking water. Fishing access is available nearby. The Boulder River Wilderness is located to the north; see a U.S. Forest Service map for trailhead locations.


Campsites, facilities: There is one group site for tents or RVs up to 35 feet long for up to 25 people. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Vault toilets, garbage bins, and firewood are available, but there is no drinking water. A store, café, and ice are located within seven miles. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). The site is $75 per night. Open mid-May-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 and Everett, turn east on U.S. 2 and drive five miles to Highway 9. Turn north and drive four miles to Highway 92. Turn east on Highway 92 and drive about 15 miles to the town of Granite Falls and Mountain Loop Highway. Continue northeast on Mountain Loop Highway for 16 miles to the campground entrance on the left.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Darrington Ranger District, 360/436-1155, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


28 BOARDMAN CREEK GROUP CAMP
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Scenic rating: 7


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


Boardman is located at the far end of the Mountain Loop Road, about eight miles east of the Verlot Public Service Center on the Stillaguamish River. River access highlights this pretty camp, converted from a single-site into a group campground. The fishing near here can be excellent for rainbow trout, Dolly Varden, whitefish, and steelhead in season. The camp road parallels Mountain Loop Highway. Forest roads in the area will take you to several backcountry lakes, including Boardman Lake, Lake Evan, and Ashland Lakes. Get a U.S. Forest Service map, set up your camp, and go for it.


Insider’s tip: When not reserved by groups, Boardman is available for individuals on a first-come, first-served basis; check with the Gold Basin host.


Campsites, facilities: There is one group camp for up to 35 people and RVs of any length. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Vault toilets, garbage bins, and firewood are available. There is no drinking water. A camp host is available Memorial Day-Labor Day. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). The site is $60 per night. Open late May-early September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 and Everett, turn east on U.S. 2 and drive five miles to Highway 9. Turn north and drive four miles to Highway 92. Turn east on Highway 92 and drive about 15 miles to the town of Granite Falls and Mountain Loop Highway. Continue northeast on Mountain Loop Highway for 16.5 miles to the campground entrance on the left.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Darrington Ranger District, 360/436-1155, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


29 BEDAL
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Scenic rating: 9


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


A bit primitive, this campground is set at the confluence of the North and South Forks of the Sauk River. It offers shaded sites, river views, and good fishing. North Fork Falls is about one mile up the North Fork from camp and worth the trip.


Campsites, facilities: There are 21 single sites and one double site for tents or RVs up to 21 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets, garbage bins, firewood, and a picnic shelter are available. There is no drinking water. A U.S. Forest Service district office is located 19 miles from the campground, in Darrington. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Single sites are $14 per night, the double is $26 per night, $7 per extra vehicle per night. Open May-early September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Seattle, drive north on I-5 to Exit 208 and the junction with Highway 530. Turn east on Highway 530 and drive 32 miles to Darrington and Forest Road 20 (Mountain Loop Highway). Turn right (south) on Forest Road 20 and drive 19 miles to the campground on the right. Obtaining a U.S. Forest Service map is advised.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Darrington Ranger District, 360/436-1155, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


30 RED BRIDGE
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Scenic rating: 9


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


Red Bridge is a classic spot, one of several in the vicinity, and a good base camp for a backpacking expedition. The campground is set at 1,300 feet elevation on the South Fork of the Stillaguamish River near Mallardy Creek. It has pretty, riverside sites with old-growth fir. Swimming, tubing, and canoeing are not recommended in this particular part of the river; the water surface can be deceptive and there are powerful undercurrents, so please use extreme caution. A trailhead two miles east of camp leads to Granite Pass in the Boulder River Wilderness.


Campsites, facilities: There are 15 sites for tents or RVs up to 40 feet long including a few multi-sites. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. There is no drinking water, but vault toilets, garbage bins, and firewood are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Single sites are $14 per night, multi-sites are $26 per night, $7 per extra vehicle per night. Open mid-May-mid-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 and Everett, turn east on U.S. 2 and drive five miles to Highway 9. Turn north and drive four miles to Highway 92. Turn east on Highway 92 and drive about 15 miles to the town of Granite Falls and Mountain Loop Highway. Continue northeast on Mountain Loop Highway for 18 miles to the campground entrance on the right.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Darrington Ranger District, 360/436-1155, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.



31 TULALIP MILL GROUP CAMP
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Scenic rating: 7


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


This campground is set along the South Fork of the Stillaguamish River, close to several other camps: Turlo, Verlot, Gold Basin, Esswine, Boardman Creek, Coal Creek, and Red Bridge. A trailhead about one mile east of camp leads north into the Boulder River Wilderness. Numerous creeks and streams crisscross this area, providing good fishing prospects.


Campsites, facilities: There is one group camp for tents or RVs up to 22 feet long for up to 60 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets and garbage bins are available. There is no drinking water. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Note that for online reservations, this camp is mistakenly called Tulalip and not Tulalip Mill. The site is $85 per night. Open mid-May-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 and Everett, turn east on U.S. 2 and drive five miles to Highway 9. Turn north and drive four miles to Highway 92. Turn east on Highway 92 and drive about 15 miles to the town of Granite Falls and Mountain Loop Highway. Continue east on Mountain Loop Highway for 18.5 miles to the campground entrance on the right.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Darrington Ranger District, 360/436-1155, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


32 COAL CREEK GROUP CAMP
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Scenic rating: 8


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A1


A U.S. Forest Service map will unlock the beautiful country around this campground set along the South Fork of the Stillaguamish River. Fishing access is available for rainbow trout, Dolly Varden, whitefish, and steelhead in season. Nearby forest roads lead to Coal Lake and a trailhead that takes you to other backcountry lakes.


Campsites, facilities: There is one group site for tents or RVs up to 30 feet long for up to 25 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets, garbage bins, and firewood are available. There is no drinking water. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). The site is $75 per night. Open mid-May-late September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 and Everett, turn east on U.S. 2 and drive five miles to Highway 9. Turn north and drive four miles to Highway 92. Turn east on Highway 92 and drive about 15 miles to the town of Granite Falls and Mountain Loop Highway. Continue northeast on Mountain Loop Highway for 23.5 miles to the campground entrance on the left.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Darrington Ranger District, 360/436-1155, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


33 BALLARD
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Scenic rating: 6


in Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid B1


Ballard is set at an elevation of 2,521 feet, about 0.5 mile from River Bend. Numerous hiking trails can be found in the area, as well as access to West Fork Methow and Lost River Monument Creek Trails. It is also possible to hike west and eventually hook up with the Pacific Crest Trail. Possible side trips include Winthrop to the south, which boasts a historical museum, a state fish hatchery, and Pearrygin Lake State Park. Livestock are not permitted in the campground, but a hitching rail and stock truck dock are available at the Robinson Creek Trailhead near the campground, where there are several primitive sites.


Campsites, facilities: There are seven sites for tents or RVs up to 28 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets are available, but there is no drinking water. Garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted. No livestock are permitted in camp.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $8 per night, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open late May-October, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 120 miles to Mazama Road. Turn left on Mazama Road and drive 0.25 mile to County Road 9140. Turn left and drive northwest for seven miles to Lost River, where the pavement ends and the road soon becomes Forest Road 5400. Continue northwest on Forest Road 5400 for two miles to the campground on the left.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


34 RIVER BEND
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Scenic rating: 6


in Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid B1


This campground is located along the Methow River at 2,600 feet elevation, about two miles from the boundary of the Pasayten Wilderness. Several trails near the camp provide access to the wilderness, and another trail follows the Methow River west for about eight miles before hooking up with the Pacific Crest Trail near Azurite Peak.


Campsites, facilities: There are five sites for tents, trailers, or RVs up to 30 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets are available. There is no drinking water, and garbage must be packed out. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $8 per night, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open late May-late October, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 120 miles to Mazama Road. Turn left on Mazama Road and drive 0.25 mile to County Road 9140. Turn left and drive northwest for seven miles to Lost River, where the pavement ends and the road soon becomes Forest Road 5400. Continue northwest on Forest Road 5400 for two miles to Forest Road 5400-600. Continue straight on Forest Road 5400-600 and drive 0.5 mile to the campground on the left.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


35 EARLY WINTERS
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Scenic rating: 6


in Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid B1


Located on each side of the highway, this campground has an unusual configuration. The confluence of Early Winters Creek and the Methow River mark the site of this campground. The elevation is 2,160 feet. You’ll find great views of Goat Wall here. Campsites are flat, and the open landscape, set in a sparse lodgepole pine and fir forest, provides an arid feel to the area. Several hiking trails can be found within five miles, including one that leads south to Cedar Creek Falls. Other possible side trips include Goat Wall to the north and the town of Winthrop to the south, which boasts a historical museum, a state fish hatchery, and Pearrygin Lake State Park.


Campsites, facilities: There are 12 sites for tents or RVs up to 24 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, vault toilets, and garbage bins are available. There is a small store and snack bar in Mazama, about two miles away. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $8 per night for one vehicle, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open mid-May-October, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 116 miles to the campground (if you reach County Road 1163 near Mazama, you have gone two miles too far).


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


36 KLIPCHUCK
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Scenic rating: 7


in Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid B1


This camp is located at an elevation of 3,000 feet along Early Winters Creek. The camp area is set amid majestic trees, primarily Douglas fir and subalpine firs. Klipchuck provides hiking aplenty, but note that rattlesnakes are occasionally seen in this area. A short loop trail from the camp leads about five miles up and over Delancy Ridge to Driveway Butte and down to the creek, although the trail is somewhat overgrown. Another trail starts nearby on Forest Road 200 (Sandy Butte-Cedar Creek Road) and goes two miles up Cedar Creek to lovely Cedar Creek Falls. Still another option from the campground is a four-mile trail along Early Winters Creek. This region is best visited in the spring and fall, with summer hot and dry.


Campsites, facilities: There are 46 sites for tents or RVs up to 34 feet long. Sites can be combined to accommodate groups. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, vault toilets, and garbage bins are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $12 per night for one vehicle, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open late May-late September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 115 miles to Forest Road 300. (If you reach the Methow River Valley, you have gone four miles past the turnoff.) Turn left (marked) and drive northwest one mile to the camp at the end of the road. The camp is 19 miles northwest of Winthrop.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


37 LONE FIR
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in Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid B1


Lone Fir is set at 3,640 feet elevation along the banks of Early Winters Creek. A loop trail through the campground woods is wheelchair accessible for 0.4 mile. The area has had some timber operations in the past, but there are no nearby clear-cuts. To the west, Washington Pass Overlook offers a spectacular view. Anglers can fish in the creek, and many hiking and biking trails crisscross the area, including the trailhead for Cutthroat Lake. Other possible side trips include Goat Wall to the north and the town of Winthrop to the south, which boasts a historical museum, a state fish hatchery, and Pearrygin Lake State Park.


Campsites, facilities: There are 27 sites for tents or RVs up to 36 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, vault toilets, and garbage bins are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $12 per night for one vehicle, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open late June-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 107 miles to the campground (11 miles west of Mazama) on the right.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


38 CAMP FOUR
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in Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid B1


Camp Four is the smallest and most primitive of the three camps along the Chewuch River (the others are Chewuch and Falls Creek). It is set at an elevation of 2,400 feet. Trailers are not recommended. There are three trailheads five miles north of camp: two at Lake Creek and another at Andrews Creek. They all have corrals, hitching rails, truck docks, and water for stock at the trailheads, but no livestock are permitted in the campground itself. Trails leading into the Pasayten Wilderness leave from both locations.


Campsites, facilities: There are three tent sites and two sites for tents or RVs up to 16 feet long. Fire grills and picnic tables are provided. Vault toilets are available, but there is no drinking water. Garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted, but no livestock are permitted in camp.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $8 per night for one vehicle, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open late May-October, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 134 miles to Winthrop and County Road 1213/West Chewuch Road. Turn north on County Road 1213/West Chewuch Road and drive 6.5 miles (where it merges with Forest Road 51). Continue north on Forest Road 51 for 11 miles to the campground on the right.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


39 HONEYMOON
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in Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid B1


This small camp is set along Eightmile Creek at an elevation of 3,280 feet. If you continue north seven miles to the end of Forest Road 5130, you’ll reach a trailhead that provides access to the Pasayten Wilderness. Why is it named Honeymoon? Well, it seems that a forest ranger and his bride chose this quiet and secluded spot along the creek to spend their wedding night.


Campsites, facilities: There are five sites for tents or small RVs up to 18 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets are available, but there is no drinking water. Garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $8 per night for one vehicle, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open late May-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 134 miles to Winthrop and County Road 1213/West Chewuch Road. Turn north on County Road 1213/West Chewuch Road and drive 6.5 miles (where it merges with Forest Road 5130). Continue north on Forest Road 5130 for 10 miles to the campground on the right.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


40 CHEWUCH
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Scenic rating: 6


in Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid B1


Chewuch Camp is set along the Chewuch River at an elevation of 2,278 feet and is surrounded by ponderosa pines. It is a small camp where catch-and-release fishing is a highlight. There are also hiking and biking trails in the area. By traveling north, you can access trailheads that lead into the Pasayten Wilderness. This camp provides an alternative to the more developed nearby Falls Creek Campground.


Campsites, facilities: There are 16 sites for tents or RVs up to 35 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, vault toilets, and garbage bins are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $12 per night for one vehicle, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open late May-November, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 134 miles to Winthrop and County Road 1213/West Chewuch Road. Turn north on County Road 1213/West Chewuch Road and drive 6.5 miles (where it merges with Forest Road 51). Continue north on Forest Road 51 for seven miles to the campground on the right.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


41 FLAT
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Scenic rating: 6


in Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid B1


This campground is set along Eightmile Creek, two miles from where it empties into the Chewuch River. The elevation is 2,858 feet. Buck Lake is about three miles away. This is the closest of six camps to County Road 1213. Other options include Honeymoon, Nice, and Falls Creek.


Campsites, facilities: There are 12 sites for tents or RVs up to 36 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets and drinking water are available. Garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $8 per night for one vehicle, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open early May-November, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 134 miles to Winthrop and County Road 1213 (West Chewuch Road). Turn north on West Chewuch Road and drive 6.5 miles (the road becomes Forest Road 51). Continue on Forest Road 51 and drive three miles to Forest Road 5130 (Eightmile Creek Road). Turn left (northwest) and drive two miles to the campground on the left.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.



42 FALLS CREEK
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in Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid B1


About a 20-minute drive out of Winthrop, Falls Creek is a quiet and pretty campground located at the confluence of its namesake, Falls Creek, and the Chewuch River. The elevation is 2,100 feet. Highlights include fishing access and a 0.25-mile trail (wheelchair accessible) to a waterfall located across the road from the campground.


Campsites, facilities: There are seven sites for tents or RVs up to 18 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets and drinking water are available. Garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $8 per night for one vehicle, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open May-late September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 134 miles to Winthrop and County Road 1213 (West Chewuch Road). Turn north on West Chewuch Road and drive 6.5 miles (becomes Forest Road 51). Continue on Forest Road 51 and drive 5.2 miles to the campground on the right. Obtaining a U.S. Forest Service map is advised.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


43 NICE
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in Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest
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Nice is situated along Eightmile Creek, about four miles from Buck Lake. Youngsters will enjoy exploring a nearby beaver pond. A trail leading into the Pasayten Wilderness can be found at the end of Forest Road 5130. Pearrygin Lake State Park is just a few miles to the south, near Winthrop. Note: There is no turnaround area for RVs.


Campsites, facilities: There are three sites for tents or RVs up to 35 feet. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets are available, but there is no drinking water. Garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $8 per night for one vehicle, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open late May-late September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 134 miles to Winthrop and County Road 1213 (West Chewuch Road). Turn north on West Chewuch Road and drive 6.5 miles (the road becomes Forest Road 51). Continue on Forest Road 51 and drive three miles to Forest Road 5130 (Eightmile Creek Road). Turn left (northwest) and drive four miles to the campground on the left.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


44 PEARRYGIN LAKE STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


on Pearrygin Lake


Map grid B1


B


Pearrygin Lake is fed from underground springs and Pearrygin Creek, the lifeblood for this setting and the adjacent 1,185-acre state park. Located in the beautiful Methow Valley, it’s ringed by the Northern Cascade Mountains. The park is known for its expansive green lawns, which lead to 11,000 feet of waterfront and sandy beaches. The camp is frequented by red-winged and yellow-headed blackbirds, as well as by marmots. Wildflower- and wildlife-viewing are excellent in the spring. The campground has access to a sandy beach and facilities for swimming, boating, waterskiing, fishing, and hiking. The sites are set close together and don’t offer much privacy, but they are spacious and shaded, and a variety of recreation options make it worth the crunch.


Campsites, facilities: There are 76 tent sites, 50 sites with full hookups (15 and 30 amp), and 27 sites with partial hookups for tents or RVs up to 60 feet long. There are also two hike-in/bike-in sites, two cabins, a vacation house, and two group sites for up to 48 and 80 people each. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, firewood, Junior Ranger program, horseshoe pits, swimming beach, and volleyball court are available. A store, deli, and ice are located within one mile. Boat launching and dock facilities and boat rentals are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted and are required for group camps, cabins, and the vacation house at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Tent sites are $20-35 per night, RV sites with partial hookups are $25-40 per night, RV sites with full hookups are $30-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night, hike-in/bike-in sites are $12 per night. Cabins are $69-79 per night. Call for rates for the group sites and the vacation house. Some credit cards are accepted. Open April-early November.


Directions: From Winthrop and Highway 20, drive north through town (road changes to East Chewuch Road). Continue 1.5 miles north from town to Bear Creek Road. Turn right and drive 1.5 miles to the end of the pavement and the park entrance on the right. Turn right, drive over the cattle guard, and continue 0.75 mile to the West Campground or 1.5 miles to the East Campground.


Contact: Pearrygin Lake State Park, 509/996-2370, http://parks.state.wa.us.


45 KOA WINTHROP
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Scenic rating: 7


on the Methow River


Map grid B1


Here’s another campground set along the Methow River, which offers opportunities for fishing, boating, swimming, and rafting. The park has a free shuttle into Winthrop, an interesting town with many restored, early-1900s buildings lining the main street. One such building, the Shafer Museum, displays an array of period items. If you would like to observe wildlife, take a short, two-mile drive southeast out of Winthrop on County Road 9129 on the east side of the Methow River. Turn east on County Road 1631 into Davis Lake and follow the signs to the Methow River Habitat Management Area Headquarters. Depending on the time of year, you may see mule deer, porcupines, bobcats, mountain lions, snowshoe hares, black bears, red squirrels, and many species of birds. If you’re looking for something tamer, other nearby recreation options include an 18-hole golf course and tennis courts.


Campsites, facilities: There are 60 sites with full or partial hookups and 15 sites with no hookups for RVs of any length plus 35 tent sites. Some sites are pull-through. There are also 20 one- and two-room cabins. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, firewood, a dump station, recreation hall, high-speed modem and Wi-Fi access, bike and video rentals, a convenience store, coin laundry, ice, a playground, and a seasonal heated swimming pool are available. Propane gas and a café are located within one mile. There is a courtesy shuttle to and from Winthrop. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 800/562-2158. RV sites with full hookups are $47-53 per night, RV sites with partial hookups are $42-47 per night, tent sites are $35-40 per night, cabins are $60-135 per night, $3-8 per person per night for more than two people. Some credit cards are accepted. Open mid-April-October.


Directions: From Winthrop, drive east on Highway 20 for one mile to the camp on the left. The camp is between Mileposts 194 and 195.


Contact: KOA Winthrop, 509/996-2258, www.koa.com.


46 BIG TWIN LAKE CAMPGROUND
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Scenic rating: 5


on Big Twin Lake


Map grid B1


As you might figure from the name, this campground is set along the shore of Big Twin Lake. With its sweeping lawn and shade trees, the camp features views of the lake from all campsites. No gas motors are permitted on the lake. Fly-fishing is good for rainbow trout, with special regulations in effect: one-fish limit, single barbless hook, artificial lures only. This is an ideal lake for a float tube, rowboat with a casting platform, or a pram. A short drive out of Winthrop (County Road 9129) leads to the Methow River Habitat Management Area Headquarters. Depending on the time of year, you may see mule deer, porcupines, bobcats, mountain lions, snowshoe hares, black bears, red squirrels, and many species of birds. Other recreation options include an 18-hole golf course and tennis courts.


Campsites, facilities: There are 50 sites with full or partial hookups for RVs of any length, and 35 tent sites. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, a dump station, firewood, ice, Wi-Fi, and a playground are available. Boat docks, launching facilities, and boat rentals are on Big Twin Lake. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. RV sites are $34 per night, tent sites are $25 per night, $7 per person per night for more than two people, $7 per extra vehicle per night. Monthly rates are available. Open mid-April-October.


Directions: From Winthrop, drive east on Highway 20 for three miles to Twin Lakes Road. Turn right (west) on Twin Lakes Road and drive two miles to the campground on the right.


Contact: Big Twin Lake Campground, 509/996-2650, www.methownet.com/bigtwin.


47 ROADS END
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This quiet trailhead camp is located at the end of Twisp River Road. Set at an elevation of 3,600 feet along the Twisp River, it features a major trailhead that provides fishing access and a chance to hike for mountain views and explore the Lake Chelan-Sawtooth Wilderness. The trail intersects with Copper Creek Trail and the Pacific Crest Trail about nine miles from the camp. A U.S. Forest Service map is essential. Note that this camp is closed in the off-season to protect bull trout, an endangered species.


Campsites, facilities: There are four sites for tents or small RVs up to 16 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets are available. There is no drinking water, and garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $8 per night for one vehicle, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open late May-early September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 145 miles to Twisp and County Road 9114 (Twisp River Road). Turn west on County Road 9114 and drive 11 miles (becomes Forest Road 44, then eventually Forest Road 4440). Continue west for 13.5 miles to the campground. Obtaining a U.S. Forest Service map is advisable.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


48 SOUTH CREEK
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Although small, quiet, and little known, South Creek Campground packs a wallop with good recreation options. It’s set at the confluence of the Twisp River and South Creek at a major trailhead that accesses the Lake Chelan-Sawtooth Wilderness. The South Creek Trailhead provides a hike to Louis Lake. The elevation at the camp is 3,100 feet.


Campsites, facilities: There are four sites for tents or RVs up to 24 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. A vault toilet is available. There is no drinking water, and garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $8 per night for one vehicle, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open late May-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 145 miles to Twisp and County Road 9114 (Twisp River Road). Turn right on County Road 9114 and drive 17.5 miles (becomes Forest Road 44). Continue west (becomes Forest Road 4440 and a dirt road) for 4.5 miles to the campground on the left.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


49 POPLAR FLAT
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This campground is set at 2,900 feet elevation along the Twisp River. This area provides many wildlife-viewing opportunities for deer, black bears, and many species of birds. Several trails in the area, including Twisp River Trail, follow streams and some provide access to the Lake Chelan-Sawtooth Wilderness.


Campsites, facilities: There are 16 sites for tents or RVs up to 22 feet long including a group site for up to 12 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, vault toilets, and garbage bins are available. A day-use picnic area with a shelter is nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $12 per night for one vehicle, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open mid-May-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 145 miles to Twisp and County Road 9114 (Twisp River Road). Turn west on County Road 9114 and drive 11 miles (becomes Forest Road 44 and then Forest Road 4440). Continue west for 9.5 miles to the campground on the left.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


50 TWISP RIVER HORSE CAMP
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This camp is only for horses and their owners. It is set on the Twisp River at an elevation of 3,000 feet. The camp features nearby access to trails, including North Fork Twisp River Trail, which leads to Copper Pass, and South Fork Twisp River Trail, which leads to Lake Chelan National Recreation Area and Twisp Pass. South Creek Trail is also available and leads from the camp to Lake Chelan National Recreation Area.


Campsites, facilities: There are 12 sites for tents or RVs up to 30 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets are available. There is no drinking water, and garbage must be packed out. For horses, a loading ramp, hitching rails, and feed stations are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. A Northwest Forest Pass ($5 daily fee or $30 annual fee per parked vehicle) is required. Open May-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 145 miles to Twisp and County Road 9114 (Twisp River Road). Turn west on County Road 9114 and drive 11 miles (becomes Forest Road 44). Continue west on Forest Road 44 for 3.5 miles to War Creek Campground on the left. Continue 250 yards to Forest Road 4430. Turn left (drive over the bridge) and drive approximately nine miles (the road becomes Forest Road 4435) to the campground on the right.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


51 WAR CREEK
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This trailhead camp is set at 2,400 feet elevation and provides several routes into the Lake Chelan-Sawtooth Wilderness. War Creek Trail, Eagle Creek Trail, and Oval Creek Trail all offer wilderness access and trout fishing. Backpackers can extend this trip into Lake Chelan National Recreation Area, for a 15-mile trek that finishes at the shore of Lake Chelan and the National Park Service outpost. Rattlesnakes are occasionally spotted in this region in the summer.


Campsites, facilities: There are 10 sites for tents or RVs up to 22 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets, hand-pumped drinking water, and firewood are available. Garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $8 per night for one vehicle, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open May-October, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 145 miles to Twisp and County Road 9114 (Twisp River Road). Turn west on County Road 9114 and drive 11 miles (becomes Forest Road 44). Continue west on Forest Road 44 for 3.5 miles to the campground on the left.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.



52 BLACKPINE LAKE
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Scenic rating: 7


on Blackpine Lake in Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid B1


This campground features great views of some local peaks. About one-third of the campsites have views; the rest are set in a forest of Douglas fir and ponderosa pine. This popular spot often fills up on summer weekends and occasionally even during the week. Fishing is available for stocked rainbow trout. Note that boating is permitted, but no gas motors are allowed, only electric motors. Less than 0.25 mile long, an interpretive trail leads around the north end of the lake.


Campsites, facilities: There are 23 sites for tents or RVs up to 30 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, vault toilets, and garbage bins are available. A boat launch and two floating docks are available nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $12 per night, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open May-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 145 miles to Twisp and County Road 9114 (Twisp River Road). Turn west on County Road 9114 and drive 10 miles to County Road 1090. Turn left and drive over a bridge (becomes Forest Road 43) and continue eight miles to the campground on the right.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


53 RIVERBEND RV PARK
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Scenic rating: 6


on the Methow River


Map grid B1


The shore of the Methow River skirts this campground, and there is a nice separate area for tent campers set right along the river. Some of the RV sites are also riverfront. Trout fishing, river rafting, and swimming are popular here. The nearby Methow River Habitat Management Area Headquarters offers wildlife-viewing for mule deer, porcupines, bobcats, mountain lions, snowshoe hares, black bears, red squirrels, and many species of birds. Other recreation options include an 18-hole golf course and tennis courts.


Campsites, facilities: There are 69 sites with full hookups (20, 30, and 50 amps) for RVs of any length and 35 sites for tents. Some sites are pull-through. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, an RV dump station, firewood, a convenience store, coin laundry, ice, a playground, horseshoe pits, a basketball court, propane gas, Wi-Fi access, group picnic shelter, and RV storage are available. Groups can be accommodated. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are recommended at 800/686-4498. RV sites start at $35 per night, tent sites start at $27 per night, $5-7 per person per night for more than two people, $5 per night per extra vehicle, and $5 per pet. Weekly and monthly rates are available. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round.


Directions: From Twisp, drive west on Highway 20 for two miles to the park on the right, between Mileposts 199 and 200.


Contact: Riverbend RV Park, 509/997-3500 or 800/686-4498, www.riverbendrv.com.


54 FOGGY DEW
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Scenic rating: 6


in Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid B1


This private, remote campground is set at the confluence of Foggy Dew Creek and the North Fork of Old Creek. The elevation is 2,400 feet. Several trails for hiking and horseback riding nearby provide access to various backcountry lakes and streams. To get to the trailheads, follow the forest roads near camp. Bicycles are allowed on Trails 417, 429, and 431. There is also access to a motorcycle-use area.


Campsites, facilities: There are 12 sites for tents or RVs up to 25 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets are available. There is no drinking water, and garbage must be packed out. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $8 per night for one vehicle, $5 per each additional vehicle per night. Open late May-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From Burlington, drive east on Highway 20 for 145 miles to Twisp. Continue east on Highway 20 for three miles to Highway 153. Turn south on Highway 153 and drive 12 miles to County Road 1029 (Gold Creek Road). Turn right (south) and drive one mile to Forest Road 4340. Turn right (west) and drive four miles to the campground on the left.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger District, 509/996-4003, www.fs.usda.gov; Methow Valley Visitor Center, 509/996-4000.


55 PHELPS CREEK AND EQUESTRIAN


[image: Image]


Scenic rating: 7


in Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid B1


These camps are set at an elevation of 2,800 feet at the confluence of Phelps Creek and the Chiwawa River. There’s a key trailhead for backpackers and horseback riders nearby that provides access to the Glacier Peak Wilderness and Spider Meadows. Phelps Creek Trail is routed out to Spider Meadows, a five-mile hike one-way, and Buck Creek Trail extends into the Glacier Peak Wilderness. The Chiwawa River is closed to fishing to protect endangered species. A U.S. Forest Service map is advisable.


Campsites, facilities: There are seven sites for tents or RVs up to 30 feet long at Phelps Creek and six sites for tents or RVs up to 30 feet long at Phelps Creek Equestrian. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets are available. There is no drinking water, but stock water is available at Trinity Trailhead. Garbage must be packed out. Horse facilities, including loading ramps and high lines, are nearby. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $14 per night for one vehicle, $10 per each additional vehicle. Open mid-June-October, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 and Everett, turn east on U.S. 2 and drive 87 miles to State Route 207. Turn north on State Route 207 and drive four miles to Chiwawa Loop Road. Turn right (east) on Chiwawa Loop Road and drive 1.4 miles to Chiwawa River Road (Forest Road 6200). Bear left (north) and continue for 23.6 miles to the campground (the last 12 miles of road are gravel).


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Wenatchee River Ranger District, Lake Wenatchee Ranger Station, 509/548-2550, www.fs.usda.gov.


56 FLOWING LAKE PARK
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Scenic rating: 6


near Snohomish


Map grid A2


This campground has a little something for everyone, including swimming, powerboating, waterskiing, and good fishing on Flowing Lake. The campsites are in a wooded setting (that is, no lake view), and it is a 0.25-mile walk to the beach. A one-mile nature trail is nearby. Note the private homes on the lake; all visitors are asked to respect the privacy of the owners.


Campsites, facilities: There are 42 sites, most with partial hookups, for tents or RVs up to 40 feet; some sites are pull-through. Four cabins and four hike-in sites for tents only are also available. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and coin showers, drinking water, and firewood are available. A picnic shelter, a fishing dock, launching facilities, swimming beach, playground, and amphitheater are available nearby. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted. Sites are $28-40 per night, $10 per night for a second vehicle, cabins are $55-65 per night, pets are $10 per night. Open year-round with limited winter facilities.


Directions: From I-5 and Everett, take the Snohomish-Wenatchee exit and turn east on U.S. 2; drive to Milepost 10 and look for 100th Street SE (Westwick Road). Turn left and drive two miles (becomes 171st Avenue SE) to 48th Street SE. Turn right and drive about 0.5 mile into the park at the end of the road.


Contact: Flowing Lake County Park, 360/568-2274; Snohomish County Parks, 425/388-6600, https://snohomishcountywa.gov.


57 MONEY CREEK CAMPGROUND
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Scenic rating: 5


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A2


You have a little surprise waiting for you here. Trains go by regularly day and night, and the first time it happens while you’re in deep sleep, you might just launch a hole right through the top of your tent. The Burlington Northern rail runs along the western boundary of the campground. By now you’ve got the picture: This can be a noisy camp. Money Creek Campground is on the Skykomish River, with hiking trails a few miles away. The best of these is Dorothy Lake Trail.


Campsites, facilities: There are 24 sites, including two double sites, for tents or RVs up to 40 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets, drinking water, garbage bins, and firewood are available. A store, café, and ice are located 3.5 miles to the east. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Single sites are $16-18 per night, double sites are $32-40 per night, $9 per extra vehicle per night. Open mid-May-mid-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 and Everett, turn east on U.S. 2 and drive 46 miles to Old Cascade Highway, 11 miles east of Index. Turn right (south) on Old Cascade Highway and drive across the bridge to the campground.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Skykomish Ranger District, 360/677-2414, www.fs.usda.gov or www.hoodoo.com.


58 BECKLER RIVER


[image: Image]


Scenic rating: 7


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A2


Located on the Beckler River at an elevation of 900 feet, this camp has scenic riverside sites in second-growth timber, primarily Douglas fir, cedar, and big-leaf maple. Fishing at the campground is poor; it’s better well up the river. The Skykomish Ranger Station, which sells maps, is just a couple of miles away.


Campsites, facilities: There are 27 sites, including two double sites, for tents or RVs up to 40 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets, drinking water, and firewood are available. A camp host is on-site. A store, café, and ice are located within two miles. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Single sites are $16 per night, double sites are $30 per night, $8 per extra vehicle per night. Open late May-early September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 and Everett, turn east on U.S. 2 and drive 49 miles to Skykomish. Continue east on U.S. 2 for 0.5 mile to Forest Road 65. Turn left (north) on Forest Road 65 and drive 1.6 miles to the camp on the left.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Skykomish Ranger District, 360/677-2414, www.fs.usda.gov or hoodoo.com.


59 MILLER RIVER GROUP
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Scenic rating: 8


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A2


This campground is located along the Miller River, a short distance from the boundary of the Alpine Lakes Wilderness. If you continue another seven miles on Forest Road 6410, you’ll get to a trailhead leading to Dorothy Lake, a 1.5-mile hike. This pretty lake is two miles long. The trail continues past the lake to many other backcountry lakes. Backpackers must limit their party to no more than 12 people per group. A U.S. Forest Service map is essential. The camp host at nearby Money Creek oversees this campground.


Campsites, facilities: There is one reservable group camp for up to 100 people, plus 18 single sites, for tents or RVs up to 30 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets, drinking water, and a group picnic area are available. A store, café, and ice are within five miles. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Single sites are $14 per night plus $7 extra vehicle fee. Group sites are $75 per night for up to 30 people, $125 per night for 31-75 people, and $150 per night for 76-100 people. Open mid-May-mid-September, weather permitting.


Directions: From I-5 and Everett, turn east on U.S. 2 and drive 46 miles to Old Cascade Highway, 11 miles east of Index. Turn right (south) on Old Cascade Highway (across the bridge) and drive one mile to Forest Road 6410. Turn right (south) and drive two miles to the campground on the left.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Skykomish Ranger District, 360/677-2414, www.fs.usda.gov or hoodoo.com.



60 MIDDLE FORK
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Scenic rating: 8


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A2


Set at an elevation of 1,600 feet, this is one of the newest and most remote campgrounds in the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest. Getting there is a challenge, but this spot is popular with locals who tough out the graveled, potholed road to swim and fish here.


Campsites, facilities: There are 39 sites for tents or RVs up to 45 feet, including a few doubles, and two group sites for up to 25 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, vault toilets, a camp host, picnic shelter, and firewood are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Single sites are $14 per night, double sites are $26 per night, $7 extra vehicle fee. The group site is $40 per night. Open mid-May-early October, weather permitting.


Directions: In Seattle on I-5, turn east on I-90 and drive to North Bend and Exit 34. Take that exit and drive north on 468th Street for 0.6 mile to SE Middle Fork Road (Forest Service Road 56). Turn right and drive 12 miles to the campground (0.5 mile past the Middle Fork Trail trailhead). Obtaining a U.S. Forest Service map is advisable.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Snoqualmie Ranger District, North Bend office, 425/888-1421, www.fs.usda.gov or hoodoo.com.


61 KANASKAT-PALMER STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


on the Green River


Map grid A2


This wooded campground offers private campsites near the Green River. The park covers 320 acres with two miles of river frontage; the river can be accessed from the day-use area but not from the campground. It is set on a small, low, forested plateau. In summer, the river is ideal for expert-level rafting and kayaking, and the park is used as a put-in spot for the rafting run down the Green River Gorge. This area has much mining history, and coal mining continues, as does cinnabar mining (the base ore for mercury). Nearby Flaming Geyser gets its name from a coal seam. In winter, the river attracts a run of steelhead and salmon. The park has three miles of hiking trails.


Campsites, facilities: There are 25 sites for tents, 19 pull-through sites with partial hookups (30 amps) for RVs up to 50 feet long, six yurts, and one group camp for up to 80 people, which includes two Adirondack shelters, a picnic shelter, and a community fire ring. Picnic tables are provided. Restrooms with flush toilets and showers, drinking water, a sheltered picnic area, horseshoe pits, and a dump station are available. A convenience store and deli are within two miles. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted for individual sites in summer and are required for the group camp at 888/226-7688 or https://washington.goingtocamp.com ($8-10 reservation fee). Sites are $20-45 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night, and yurts are $40-69 per night. Call for group rates. Some credit cards are accepted. Open year-round, weather permitting.


Directions: From Puyallup at the junction of Highway 167 and Highway 410, turn southeast on Highway 410 and drive 25 miles to Enumclaw and Porter Street/Highway 169. Turn right and drive three miles to SE 400th Street. Turn right on SE 400th Street and drive one mile to SE 392nd Street. Veer right on SE 392nd Street and drive one mile to SE Vezie Cumberland Road. Turn left and drive three miles to Cumberland Kanaskat Road SE and continue 2.5 miles to the park.


Contact: Kanaskat-Palmer State Park, 360/886-0148, http://parks.state.wa.us.


62 TINKHAM
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Scenic rating: 9


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A2


This camp is often used as an overflow for Denny Creek. About half of the sites face the Snoqualmie River, making this a pretty spot. Fishing can be good (check regulations) and the creek provides hiking options. Wilderness trails for the Alpine Lakes Wilderness are located 5-10 miles away. The elevation is 1,600 feet.


Campsites, facilities: There are 47 sites for tents or RVs up to 40 feet long. Picnic tables and fire pits are provided. Drinking water, vault toilets, garbage bins, and firewood are available. A camp host is on-site. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $16-18 per night, $8 per extra vehicle per night. Open mid-May-mid-September, weather permitting.


Directions: In Seattle on I-5, turn east on I-90. Drive east on I-90 to Exit 42. Take that exit and turn right on Tinkham Road (Forest Road 55), and drive southeast 1.5 miles to the campground on the left. Obtaining a U.S. Forest Service map is advisable.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Snoqualmie Ranger District, North Bend office, 425/888-1421, www.fs.usda.gov or hoodoo.com.


63 DENNY CREEK
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Scenic rating: 9


in Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Map grid A2


This camp is set at 1,900 feet elevation along Denny Creek, which is pretty and offers nearby recreation access. The campground is secluded in an area of Douglas fir, hemlock, and cedar, with hiking trails available in addition to swimming opportunities. Denny Creek Trail starts from the campground and provides a 4.5-mile round-trip hike that features Keckwulee Falls and Denny Creek Waterslide. You can climb to Hemlock Pass and Melakwa Lake. There is access for backpackers into the Alpine Lakes Wilderness.


Campsites, facilities: There are 29 single sites, some with partial hookups (30 amps), and four double sites for tents or RVs up to 40 feet long; there is also one group site with partial hookups for up to 35 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, flush toilets, and firewood are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $20-24 per night, double sites are $35 per night, $10 per extra vehicle per night. The group site is $85 per night. Open mid-May-mid-September, weather permitting.


Directions: In Seattle on I-5, turn east on I-90. Drive east on I-90 to Exit 47. Take that exit, cross the freeway, and at the T intersection turn right and drive 0.25 mile to Denny Creek Road (Forest Road 58). Turn left on Denny Creek Road and drive two miles to the campground on the left.


Contact: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Snoqualmie Ranger District, North Bend office, 425/888-1421, www.fs.usda.gov or hoodoo.com.


64 KACHESS & KACHESS GROUP
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Scenic rating: 8


on Kachess Lake in Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid A2


This is the only campground on the shore of Kachess Lake, but note that the water level can drop significantly in summer during low-rain years. It is the most popular campground in the local area, often filling in July and August, especially on weekends. Recreation opportunities include waterskiing, fishing, hiking, and bicycling. A trail from camp heads north into the Alpine Lakes Wilderness. The elevation is 2,300 feet.


Campsites, facilities: There are 122 single sites and 30 double sites for tents or RVs up to 32 feet long. A group site for 20-50 people is also available. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, flush and vault toilets, firewood, and a camp host are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted, but are not allowed in swimming areas.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted for family sites and required for the group site at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $21-42 per night, $8 per extra vehicle per night. The group site is $115 per night. Open late May-mid-September, weather permitting.


Directions: In Seattle on I-5, turn east on I-90. Drive east on I-90 for 59 miles to Exit 62. Take that exit to Forest Road 49 and turn northeast; drive 5.5 miles to the campground on the right at the end of the paved road.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Cle Elum Ranger District, 509/852-1100, www.fs.usda.gov.


65 SALMON LA SAC
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Scenic rating: 6


in Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid A2


This is a base camp for backpackers and day hikers and is also popular with kayakers. It’s located along the Cle Elum River at 2,400 feet elevation, about 0.25 mile from a major trailhead, the Salmon La Sac Trailhead. Hikers can follow creeks heading off in several directions, including into the Alpine Lakes Wilderness. A campground host is available for information.


Campsites, facilities: There are 69 sites, including 12 double sites, for tents or RVs up to 21 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water and vault toilets are available. Some facilities are wheelchair accessible. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are accepted at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $21-42 per night, $8 per extra vehicle per night (applies to the second vehicle at single sites; third and fourth vehicles at double sites). Open late May-mid-September, weather permitting.


Directions: In Seattle on I-5, turn east on I-90. Drive east on I-90 for 78 miles to Exit 80 (2 miles before Cle Elum). Take that exit, turn north on Bullfrog Road, and drive four miles to Highway 903. Continue north on Highway 903 for 17 miles to the campground on the left.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Cle Elum Ranger District, 509/852-1100, www.fs.usda.gov.


66 RED MOUNTAIN
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Scenic rating: 6


in Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid A2


This alternative to nearby Wish Poosh has two big differences: There is no drinking water, and it’s not on Cle Elum Lake. The camp sits along the Cle Elum River one mile from the lake, just above where the river feeds into it. The elevation is 2,200 feet.


Campsites, facilities: There are 10 sites for tents and small RVs up to 20 feet long. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Vault toilets and garbage bins are available, but there is no drinking water. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted. Sites are $14 per night, $6 per night for a second vehicle with a two-vehicle maximum. Open mid-May-late November, weather permitting.


Directions: In Seattle on I-5, turn east on I-90. Drive east on I-90 for 78 miles to Exit 80 (2 miles before Cle Elum). Take that exit and turn north on Bullfrog Road; drive four miles to Highway 903. Continue north on Highway 903 for 14 miles to the campground on the left.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Cle Elum Ranger District, 509/852-1100, www.fs.usda.gov.


67 CLE ELUM RIVER & CLE ELUM GROUP
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Scenic rating: 6


in Wenatchee National Forest


Map grid A2


The gravel roads in the campground make this setting a bit more rustic than nearby Salmon La Sac. It serves as a valuable overflow campground for Salmon La Sac and is similar in setting and opportunities. The group site fills on most summer weekends. A nearby trailhead provides access into the Alpine Lakes Wilderness.


Campsites, facilities: There are 23 sites, including some pull-through, for tents or RVs up to 30 feet long and a group site for up to 100 people. Picnic tables and fire grills are provided. Drinking water, firewood, and vault toilets are available. Leashed pets are permitted.


Reservations, fees: Reservations are not accepted for family sites but are required for the group site at 877/444-6777 ($10 reservation fee) or www.recreation.gov ($9 reservation fee). Sites are $18-36 per night, $6 per extra vehicle per night (applies to a second vehicle at single sites; third and fourth vehicles for double sites). The group site is $115 per night. Open late May-mid-September, weather permitting.


Directions: In Seattle on I-5, turn east on I-90. Drive east on I-90 for 78 miles to Exit 80 (2 miles before Cle Elum). Take that exit, turn north on Bullfrog Road, and drive four miles to Highway 903. Continue north on Highway 903 for 13 miles to the campground on the left.


Contact: Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Cle Elum Ranger District, 509/852-1100, www.fs.usda.gov.


68 LAKE EASTON STATE PARK
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Scenic rating: 8


on Lake Easton


Map grid A2


This campground offers many recreational opportunities. For starters, it’s set along the shore of Lake Easton on the Yakima River in the Cascade foothills. The landscape features old-growth forest, dense vegetation, and freshwater marshes, and the park covers 516 acres of the best of it. Two miles of trails for hiking and biking are available. The park provides opportunities for both summer and winter recreation, including swimming, fishing, boating, cross-country skiing, and snowmobiling. Note that high-speed boating is not recommended because Lake Easton is a shallow reservoir with stumps often hidden just below the water surface; the boat speed limit is 10 mph (10-horsepower motor limit). Nearby recreation options include an 18-hole golf course and hiking trails. Kachess Lake and Keechelus Lake are just a short drive away.
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