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Knowledge check


Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.


[image: ]












[image: ]


Knowledge check answers




	1  Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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Summaries




	
•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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About this book






Much of the knowledge and understanding needed for A-level geography builds on what you have learned for GCSE geography, but with an added focus on key geographical concepts, depth of knowledge and understanding of content. This guide offers advice for the effective revision of human geography, which all students need to complete.


A-level Paper 2 tests your knowledge and application of human geography focusing on Globalisation, either Regenerating places or Diverse places, Superpowers, and finally either Health, human rights and intervention or Migration, identity and sovereignty. The whole exam lasts 2 hours and 15 minutes and makes up 30% of the A-level qualification. More information on the external exam papers is given in the Questions & Answers section at the back of this book.


To be successful in this unit you have to understand:




	
•  the key ideas of the content


	
•  the nature of the assessment material — by reviewing and practising sample structured questions


	
•  how to achieve a high level of performance within the exams.





This guide has two sections:


Content Guidance — this summarises some of the key information that you need to know to be able to answer the exam questions with a high degree of accuracy and depth. In particular, the meaning of key terms is made clear and details of case study material are provided to help meet the spatial context requirement within the specification.


Synoptic links have also been highlighted to help you make connections between concepts and themes and the three Synoptic themes outlined in the specification. These are:




	
1  Players (P)


	
2  Actions and Attitudes (A)


	
3  Futures and Uncertainties (F)





In many cases these Synoptic links also link to specialised concepts such as adaptation, mitigation, resilience and globalisation which are relevant within several different topics. Synoptic links appear in Topics 8A and 8B, although they do not appear in the published Specification.


Questions & Answers — this includes sample questions similar in style to those you might expect in the exam. There are sample student responses to these questions as well as detailed analysis, which will give further guidance about what exam markers are looking for to award top marks.


The best way to use this book is to read through the relevant topic area first before practising the questions. Only refer to the answers and examiner comments after you have attempted the questions.









Content Guidance




This section outlines the following areas of the A-level Geography specification:


	
•  Globalisation

	
•  Shaping places

	•  Regenerating places

	•  Diverse places





	
•  Superpowers

	
•  Global development and connections

	•  Health, human rights and intervention

	•  Migration, identity and sovereignty







Read through the topic area before attempting a question from the Questions & Answers section.


Globalisation


Causes and why has it accelerated in recent decades?


	
•  The process of globalisation has created a ‘shrinking world’ where people and places are ever more closely connected.

	
•  Key decision makers including governments and international organisations have played important roles in globalisation.

	
•  Some groups, and places, have been more affected by globalisation than others.




What is globalisation?

Globalisation is a process that has caused the world to become more connected over time. It is a process that began centuries ago and which continues today. In the last few decades, the process has speeded up because of rapid change in communication technology.

The connections are best thought of as ‘flows’ that can be of:


	
•  goods: the products and commodities we all buy in shops, many of which were grown or made in distant places

	
•  capital: flows of money between people, banks, businesses and governments

	
•  information: such as data transferred between businesses and people, often using the internet

	
•  people: flows of migrants and tourists from one part of the world to another.
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Globalisation is defined by the Financial Times as ‘a process by which national and regional economies, societies, and cultures have become integrated through the global network of trade, communication, immigration and transportation’.
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Exam tip

Learn a definition of globalisation for the exam, as it can be a hard term to define ‘off the top of your head’.

[image: ]





Globalisation can take several forms, all involving increasing interdependence and interconnectedness, which are summarised in Table 1.
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Interdependence means the success of one place depends on the success of other places. Economic problems in one country can quickly spread to its trading partners and affect people in distant places.
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Table 1 The many forms of globalisation




	
Economic globalisation involves the growth of global transnational corporations (TNCs), which have a global presence and global brand image. It also involves the spreading of investment around the globe and rapid growth in world trade.
	
Cultural globalisation involves people increasingly eating similar food, wearing similar clothes, listening to similar music and sharing similar values, many of which are ‘western’ in origin, i.e. from North America and Europe.



	
Political globalisation takes the form of the dominance of western democracies in political and economic decision making. It also spreads the view that democratic, consumerist societies are the most ‘successful’.
	
Demographic globalisation occurs as migration and tourism increase: populations are becoming ever more fluid and mixed.



	As problems such as global warming become ever more pressing, environmental globalisation is growing — the realisation that global environmental threats require global solutions.





Back in the 1960s most UK citizens holidayed in the UK or perhaps Spain, their clothes were made in the UK, and curry and pasta were considered exotic foods. Today you eat food from all over the world, think nothing of holidaying in Dubai or Florida, and most of your clothes are made in China, Vietnam or Bangladesh.

Globalisation has become wider because even recently isolated places such as Sub-Saharan Africa are increasingly connected to the rest of the world through trade and tourism. It has become deeper because in the developed world our food, goods, media, music, friends and places we visit are increasingly global.
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Exam tip

Make sure you recognise that globalisation is a process that has developed over centuries. It did not just start with the invention of the internet!
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Transport and trade developments

A key factor driving globalisation, and accelerating it, has been developments in transport technology. These have encouraged growth in trade, as transporting goods and people around the world has become cheaper over time.

Figure 1 (page 8) shows how developments in transport have created a ‘shrinking world’. The speed and ease of moving around the world have reduced the friction of distance between places as well as dramatically lowering the cost of trade. Shipping containers pioneered in the 1950s are perhaps the most important development. These ubiquitous steel boxes transport most consumer goods by ship:


	
•  Before containers, cargo was loaded in crates or sacks, manually, into the holds of ships. Now containers are loaded and unloaded by crane, increasingly by robots.

	
•  Containers are inter-modal, meaning they can be transported by ship, lorry or train.

	
•  The world’s fleet of 5400 container ships can carry up to 21,400 twenty-foot shipping containers each.
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Trade means the exchanges of goods and services between people and companies, and is increasingly cross-border between countries rather than just within a country.

The ‘shrinking world’ concept is the idea that the world in the 2020s feels smaller than in the 1920s, because places are closer in terms of travel time, and knowledge of distant places is widespread so they feel less ‘exotic’.
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Container ships are so efficient that the transport costs of moving an iPhone or television from China to the UK are less than £1.
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Figure 1 Developments in transport technology
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Knowledge check 1

What types of transport can containers be used on?
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The communication revolution

The late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries have been dominated by developments in ICT (information and communication technology) and mobile technology. Little changed in terms of global communication between the adoption of the electric telegraph and the growth of landline telephones after 1900. However, developments have been very rapid since 1990:


	
•  Mobile phones became widespread from the mid-1990s (the first text message was sent in 1992) and are now common even in many developing countries.

	
•  Internet access became common from the mid-1990s, followed by fast broadband; now close to 65% of the world’s population uses the internet.

	
•  The global network of land-based and subsea fibre optic cables has allowed instant, global communication.

	
•  Satellite-based television has meant popular channels are available worldwide, in many languages.



As mobile communications have grown, so the technology to use them has developed in terms of smartphones, tablets and smart watches. A huge number of social networking applications (Facebook 2006, Instagram 2010, WhatsApp 2010, TikTok 2016) means that people can stay in touch and communicate as never before and experience time-space compression.
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Time-space compression is the idea that the cost, in terms of time or money, of communicating over distance has fallen rapidly, so the idea of someone being ‘a long way away’ is now largely irrelevant in terms of the ability to communicate with them.
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It is important to recognise that the internet and mobile communications revolution is not just important to individuals, but also to businesses because they can:


	
•  keep in touch with all parts of their production, supply and sales network locally and globally

	
•  transfer money and investments instantly

	
•  instantly analyse data on sales, employees and orders from anywhere within their business.



A consequence of internet use is that many activities that were once ‘face to face’ or ‘voice to voice’ are now done without any person-to-person interaction. This includes banking — most people use electronic banking apps — booking hotels online and, increasingly, shopping. Activities once confined to the office can now be done anywhere using Zoom or Microsoft Teams.



[image: ]

Knowledge check 2

What technology carries internet data across oceans?
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International political and economic decision making

A number of different organisations have been important in promoting globalisation. It would be wrong to assume that globalisation ‘has just happened’. Figure 2 shows the growth in world exports of goods (clothes, cars, food, electronics, etc.) from 1980 to 2019. Notice the:


	
•  virtually constant increase in world trade up to 2007

	
•  acceleration in growth after 2002

	
•  dips caused by global events, and limited overall growth since 2011.




[image: ]

Figure 2 Global exports of goods, 1980–2019





Figure 2 illustrates the importance of trade to globalisation. A number of organisations have helped promote free trade and end ‘protectionism’. In the past many countries protected their own industries and businesses by:


	
•  demanding payment of taxes and tariffs on imported goods, so making them more expensive than home-produced goods

	
•  using quotas to limit the volume of imports, protecting home producers from foreign competition

	
•  banning foreign firms from operating in services like banking, retail and insurance

	
•  restricting, or banning, foreign companies from investing in their country.
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Exam tip

Free trade and fair trade are often confused in the exam. Make sure you know what free trade means.

[image: ]





Protectionism reduces total trade volume (the China–US trade war in Figure 2), whereas free trade (no taxes, tariffs or quotas) increases it. Table 2 on page 10 summarises the role of international economic and political organisations in promoting free trade policies and foreign direct investment (FDI).
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Foreign direct investment (FDI) is when a business from one country invests in another such as opening a chain of shops or building a factory.
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Table 2 The role of international organisations in free trade and FDI




	World Trade Organization (WTO)
	The international organisation that works to reduce trade barriers and create free trade. The WTO was known as GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) until 1995. A series of global agreements has gradually reduced trade barriers and increased free trade, although the latest round of talks began in Doha in 2001 and have not been agreed yet.



	International Monetary Fund (IMF)
	Since 1945 the IMF has worked to promote global economic and financial stability, and encourage more open economies. Part of this involves encouraging developing countries to accept FDI and open up their economies to free trade. The IMF has been criticised for promoting a western model of economic development that works in the interests of developed countries and their TNCs.



	World Bank (WB)
	The World Bank’s role since 1944 has been to lend money to the developing world to fund economic development and reduce poverty. It has helped developing countries forge deeper ties to the global economy but has been criticised for having policies that put economic development before social development.
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Knowledge check 3

Which global organisation has been mainly responsible for removing trade barriers between countries?
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Synoptic link

(P): International organisations are vital players in terms of managing global economic stability and trade. Without these players globalisation could be much more unequal and unstable.
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National governments

Governments can choose to be part of a globalised world economy and most do. Famously, North Korea is a ‘refuser’ — sealing itself off from the world since 1953. Most governments actively seek global connections in the belief that trade promotes economic development and wealth. Governments can promote globalisation in a number of ways:


	
•  Joining free trade blocs such as the European Union (EU) and the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), which make trade barrier-free between member states and in the case of the EU allows free movement of people between countries.

	
•  Opening up markets to competition: in many countries certain industries are protected or even operate as a monopoly such as national rail networks, postal services or electricity generation. Since 1980 there has been a move towards free market liberalisation, which has created competition in once restricted markets.

	
•  Privatisation: since the 1980s many governments have sold off industries they once owned (so-called ‘nationalised industries’). In the UK the steel, car, electricity, gas and water industries were all state-owned but are now all privately owned. However, many governments still own big slices of industry even in EU countries such as France.

	
•  Grants and loans are often made to new businesses (called business start-ups) especially in areas that are seen to be globally important growth areas such as ICT development, pharmaceuticals or renewable energy. The UK government’s support for ICT start-ups in Tech City (sometimes called Silicon Roundabout) in the Old Street area of London falls into this category.
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A free trade bloc is an agreement between a group of countries to remove all barriers to trade, e.g. import/export taxes, tariffs and quotas.

Free market liberalisation means ending monopoly provision of some services like telephones, broadband, gas and electricity, so you can choose your supplier based on quality and price.
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Synoptic link

(P): Governments decide how open and liberal they want their countries to be and how closely tied to other countries. These policies are a question of judgement but with far-reaching economic, demographic and cultural consequences.
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Special economic zones

In emerging countries there is a long history of attempts by governments to promote particular regions as ideal locations for FDI. Beginning around 1980, countries such as China, India, Mexico and the Philippines began to create special economic zones (SEZs), free trade zones (FTZs) or export processing zones (EPZs). China led the way in this area when in 1978 it decided on an Open Door Policy towards FDI and in 1980 created the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone. About 50 million people in more than 100 countries work in such locations.

SEZs and similar models are attractive to FDI for a number of reasons:


	
•  They are tariff and quota free, allowing manufactured goods to be exported at no cost.

	
•  Unions are usually banned, so workers cannot strike or complain.

	
•  Infrastructure such as port facilities, roads, power and water connections are provided by the government, giving a subsidy for investors and lowering their costs.

	
•  All profits made can be sent to the company HQ overseas.

	
•  Taxes are usually very low, and often there is a tax-free period of up to 10 years after a business invests.

	
•  Environmental regulations are usually limited.



SEZs have contributed hugely to ‘made in China’ as FDI has poured into that country in the last 40 years. Western consumers benefit from low-cost goods, but there are question marks about pay and working conditions in SEZs. Apple was subject to negative publicity in 2010 when working conditions in its supplier factories (owned by Foxconn) making iPhones and iPads came under scrutiny. In many Chinese SEZs wages are now high by global standards and countries like Vietnam are more competitive.
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Exam tip

Be prepared to discuss both the costs and benefits of special economic zones for the countries that use them.
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Synoptic link

(P): Governments can act to attract FDI, but inward investment brings costs as well as benefits and may encourage a ‘race to the bottom’ in terms of protecting workers and the environment.
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Knowledge check 4

When did China first open up to foreign direct investment?
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The effects of globalisation

Not all places are globalised and their degree of globalisation varies. The KOF Index (Figure 3 on page 12) measures the degree of globalisation of countries on an annual basis. It measures three aspects of globalisation:


	
•  Economic globalisation measured by cross-border trade, investment and money flows.

	
•  Social globalisation measured by international telephone calls, tourist flows, resident foreign population and access to foreign internet, TV, media and brands.

	
•  Political globalisation measured by foreign embassies in a country, the number of international organisations the country is a member of and trade and other agreements with foreign countries.
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Figure 3 The most globalised countries from the 2020 KOF Index





Figure 3 shows that the top five most globalised countries are European, relatively small and involved in import/export trade. Many of the most globalised countries have culturally mixed populations and have many of their citizens living abroad, as well as foreigners living in their country. The USA is less globalised (ranked 25 in 2020) than might be expected but this reflects the large parts of the interior of the USA that are not well connected to the rest of the world.

The AT Kearney Global Cities Index measures how economically successful cities are. In 2020 London, New York, Paris, Tokyo and Beijing were ranked as the most successful global cities, reflecting their global political importance as well as their role in the global financial system.




The role of TNCs

One of the main drivers in globalisation has been TNCs. These major companies have a global ‘reach’. TNCs are important creators of wealth. As Table 3 shows, the largest TNCs have turnovers (sales) equivalent in size to those of large countries. Some, such as Walmart, employ enough people to populate an entire city. This gives them huge power. Investment decisions made by TNCs can be both a blessing and a curse.
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TNCs are transnational corporations — companies that operate in more than one country.
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Table 3 The world’s five largest public TNCs compared to countries




	World’s five largest companies, 2020
	Turnover in 2020 ($ billions)
	Employees 2020
	Equivalent country by total GDP ($) 2020





	Walmart
	559
	2.2 million
	Poland (580)



	Amazon
	386
	1.3 million
	Argentina (382)



	Royal Dutch Shell
	344
	86,000
	Bangladesh (348)



	Apple
	294
	147,000
	South Africa (282)



	Volkswagen
	282
	304,000
	Pakistan (276)
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Synoptic link

(P): TNCs have huge power as players, at a stroke bringing prosperity to new places or despair when businesses are closed.
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Much of China’s rapid economic growth has been fuelled by western TNCs locating manufacturing plants in its SEZs, creating jobs and boosting exports, taking advantage of China’s economic liberalisation since 1978. Due to their complex global networks of production and sales, TNCs create connections that tie local and national economies into the global economic system. TNCs have contributed to globalisation by:


	
•  outsourcing some parts of their businesses, usually administration and data processing, to third-party companies: Bangalore in India has become known as a location for TNC call centres and data processing

	
•  offshoring some parts of their businesses to cheaper foreign locations, especially the special economic zones in Asian countries

	
•  developing new markets: many TNCs that initially set up factories in Asia now sell their products there

	
•  glocalisation: adapting brands and products to suit local market tastes. McDonald’s is a classic example, which has adapted its products to suit the Indian market by not using beef, and offering spicy vegetarian products.
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Outsourcing and offshoring are both ways of reducing business costs by moving parts of a TNC’s business overseas. However, offshored parts are still owned by the TNC, whereas outsourced parts are not.
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On the down side, TNCs have been accused of exploiting workers in the developing and emerging worlds by paying very low wages. Outsourcing jobs to the developing world can lead to job losses in developed countries. Local cultures and traditions can be eroded by TNC brands and western ideas.
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Exam tip

Learn some key facts and figures about TNCs to use in the exam as data always help give your answers added weight.
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Knowledge check 5

Which was the world’s largest TNC in 2020?
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Switched off from globalisation

Most of the world is increasingly integrated into the globalised economy but some places remain ‘switched off’ and have only weak connections to other places. Table 4 summarises the reasons for this.

Table 4 Switched-off places




	
Political isolation
North Korea has deliberately isolated itself from the rest of the world, shunning world trade and limiting the use of technologies such as mobile phones and the internet in pursuit of its own state ideology.


	
Physical isolation
The Himalayan mountain countries of Nepal, Bhutan and Chinese Tibet are isolated by terrain and winter snow, limiting their connections to the outside world — although tourism is changing this.





	
Economic isolation
Rural parts of Sub-Saharan Africa, especially the Sahel, are dominated by a subsistence farming economy with food produced to eat not to sell. These places are also poor, and their capacity to create connections is limited.


	
Environmental barriers
Harsh desert climates, extreme polar cold and dense tropical forests all limit the development of transport and trade connections meaning continental interiors and polar regions are less well connected than coastal locations.













What are the impacts of globalisation?


	
•  Globalisation has benefited many people, but by no means everyone, thus creating winners and losers as the process has accelerated in both the developed and developing worlds.

	
•  Migration is a key part of globalisation and it has affected some places much more than others, especially major cities.

	
•  Cultural globalisation has created a ‘western’ global culture that may threaten existing and traditional cultures.




The global shift to Asia

Many economists argue that the twenty-first century will be ‘Asia’s century’. Key evidence for this comes from the fact that the global economic centre of gravity (Figure 4) has shifted towards Asia in the last 30 years. This is a result of the global shift of industry towards Asia. In particular:


	
•  the shift of manufacturing jobs from Europe, Japan and North America to China and some other Asian countries such as the Philippines, Bangladesh and Vietnam

	
•  the shift of service and administration jobs to India, especially the city of Bangalore.
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The global shift refers to the outsourcing and offshoring of industry, through foreign direct investment, to Asia since 1980.
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Figure 4 The global economic centre of gravity, AD1 to 2025

Source: www.economist.com/blogs/graphicdetail/2012/06/daily-chart-19
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Knowledge check 6

In what year in Figure 4 was the global economic centre of gravity closest to North America?
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Environmental and social impacts of the global shift

On the face of it, this global shift would seem to be very beneficial to Asia but any rapid economic change tends to have costs and benefits, which are outlined in Table 5 (page 15). It is clear that China has paid a heavy environmental price as a result of the global shift. Since 1980 it has undergone an industrial revolution similar to the one the UK underwent from 1770 to 1900.


	
•  There is severe air pollution in cities like Beijing, where air pollution is regularly well above World Health Organization safe limits.

	
•  Beijing’s 6 million cars and coal-burning power stations are the source of this pollution; in 2018 China used 50.2% of world coal production.

	
•  Around 50% of China’s rivers and lakes and 40% of its groundwater are polluted — so much so that it is unsafe to drink untreated.



Table 5 Costs and benefits of the global shift for Asia




	Benefits
	Costs





	Major investment in roads, ports, airports and power infrastructure; between 2016 and 2020 China built over 8000 km of new high-speed railway.
	Urban sprawl and loss of productive farmland and forests as industry and cities expand to accommodate industry and worker housing.



	A shift from informal, insecure employment to waged employment with a set income and some security.
	New developments tend to be unplanned and sometimes poorly built, lacking key public services.



	TNCs invest in training and skills development to improve workforce productivity, and some skills are transferable.
	Pressure on natural resources, especially water supply as new factories and offices demand resources.



	Major reductions in regional poverty due to employment; some 850 million Chinese people were lifted out of poverty between 1978 and 2020.
	Low wages, long working hours, lack of union representation and possible exploitation of workers.



	As more people in formal employment pay taxes, local and national government invest in public services such as education and health.
	Rapid loss of tradition such as local foods and dress as the pace of urban and industrial change is so rapid.






	
•  Over 20% of China is subject to desertification and severe soil erosion, which can create major dust storms.

	
•  Combined with deforestation, desertification has forced many farmers off their land and into cities as the farmland has been over-exploited.

	
•  The WWF reported in 2015 that almost half of China’s land-based vertebrate species have been lost in the last 40 years as biodiversity has suffered as habitats have been destroyed.
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Exam tip

Many exam questions will require you to assess the costs and benefits or advantages and disadvantages, rather than just describe or explain.
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Knowledge check 7

What percentage of the world’s coal is burned in China?
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Importantly, these environmental issues have human consequences as it is people who have to live within a polluted environment. Air pollution in northern China has been estimated to reduce life expectancy by nearly five years.

For developed countries the global shift has meant deindustrialisation. A positive aspect of this is lower industrial pollution levels: it could be said that the global shift has exported pollution to Asia. However, economic restructuring has caused a number of social and environmental problems in many former industrial cities in the developed world such as Detroit and Chicago, Essen and Dortmund, and Sheffield and Manchester:


	
•  Declining populations: Detroit’s population fell from 1.5 million in 1960 to 0.67 million in 2019 as a result of the closure of its car factories.

	
•  Partly due to poverty Detroit has one of the highest violent crime rates in the USA with close to 2000 violent crimes per 100,000 people; in the UK post-industrial Middlesbrough has a high crime rate.

	
•  About 4% of all land in Glasgow is derelict; this land is mostly disused factory sites and is often contaminated by industrial waste, making it costly to reuse.

	
•  Unemployment is usually high in deindustrialised cities. In 2020 it was 8.2% in Pittsburgh USA and 9.8% in Hull — higher than the national average in both cases.
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Biodiversity is the number of plant and animal species living in a particular area.

Deindustrialisation means the closure of manufacturing industries such as steel, shipbuilding and engineering.

Economic restructuring occurs when one sector such as secondary industry is replaced by another such as tertiary industry; this leads to widespread changes in job types.

Derelict land once had an economic use, but this has now gone so the land is unused.

Migration is a permanent move from one place to a new place, of one year or more.

Rural–urban migration means people moving from the countryside to cities.
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Migration and globalisation

The connections created by globalisation have caused an increase in global migration. There is a greater ‘churn’ of people migrating for work than ever before. Probably the most significant form of migration is rural–urban migration. This feeds the growth of the world’s megacities. In developing and emerging countries about 60% of urban growth is caused by rural–urban migration and 40% by high birth rates in cities (internal growth or natural increase). Figure 5 shows how some of the world’s megacities have grown in recent decades. While some are growing slowly, developing world cities like Lagos and Karachi have very rapid growth.
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A megacity is a city with a population of over 10 million.
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Exam tip

Learn some population growth data for contrasting megacities.
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Knowledge check 8

Which city in Figure 5 has seen the most rapid growth since 1980?

[image: ]






[image: ]

Figure 5 Megacity growth, 1980–2020





In emerging and developing megacities rapid urban growth creates a number of social and environmental challenges, which are summarised in Table 6.

Table 6 Social and environmental challenges of megacity growth




	Social challenges
	Environmental challenges





	Housing is in short supply, leading to the growth of slums and shanty towns that lack water, sewers and power supplies.
	Sprawling slums at the city edge cause deforestation and loss of farmland and increase flood risk.



	Poverty is widespread, because wages are low and jobs are in short supply; many people have dangerous informal jobs.
	Wood fires, old vehicles and industry mean air pollution levels are high.



	Lack of taxes means city governments struggle to supply essential health and education services.
	Rivers and lakes are polluted with sewage and industrial waste, making health problems worse.



	Lack of water and sanitation means diseases and illness are common in slums.
	Critical resources, especially water, are in short supply because of soaring demand.





Migration can also be international. Migrants are especially attracted to global hub cities. These migrants are of different types:


	
•  HQs and offices of TNCs are often located in global hubs, so high-paid professional workers (lawyers, stock-market traders, bankers) are attracted to these places and this creates huge wealth.

	
•  These global elite migrants often employ maids, drivers, nannies and gardeners.

	
•  This attracts low-skills migrants such as Indian and Bangladeshi migrants moving to the United Arab Emirates or Filipinos migrating to Saudi Arabia (in 2019, 27% of the UAE’s population was from India).

	
•  Low-skilled, low-wage migrants find jobs as construction workers for office and apartment blocks in global hubs.
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A global hub is a city — like London, Dubai or New York — with an unusually high density of transport, business, political and cultural connections to the rest of the world.
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Some cities, like London and New York, attract exceptionally wealthy migrants. An example is Russian oligarch billionaires (meaning wealthy business people) investing in property in London and living there some of the time. This happens partly so the oligarchs can easily send their children to the UK’s elite private schools, and partly to move money out of Russia and invest it in London property.

Migration has a number of costs and benefits which are summarised in Table 7.

Table 7 Costs and benefits of migration




	 
	Economic
	Social
	Political
	Environmental





	For the source country (origin of migrants)
	✓ Remittances boost the incomes of families
[image: ] Loss of skilled and educated workers


	✓ Contact with a different culture
[image: ] Families are broken up as young males tend to migrate


	
[image: ] Mass emigration can be viewed as a failure to provide for people at home
	✓ Reduces pressure on resources if the population is large



	For the host country (destination of migrants)
	✓ Low-wage workers fill skills gaps
[image: ] Some host population workers can’t get jobs


	✓ Migrants can counteract an ageing population
[image: ] Demand for education, healthcare and housing rises


	
[image: ] Cultural tensions between the migrant and host populations
	
[image: ] Can lead to demand for more housing and therefore loss of green space; possible overcrowding
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Remittances is the money migrants send back home to help their families in the source country.
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Exam tip

Be careful when writing about migration in the exam. Answers need a balanced view of migration, not an extreme one.
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Knowledge check 9

What are remittances?
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Emergence of a global culture

Globalisation has often been said to have spread a ‘westernised’ global culture which originates in North America and Europe. This is a culture based on:


	
•  wealth creation, earning money in order to buy consumer goods, and high levels of consumption

	
•  private enterprise, where people own businesses rather than the government owning them

	
•  success, which is measured by how wealthy you are and how much ‘stuff’ you buy

	
•  fashion, technology and trends, which are important in western culture

	
•  an attitude that the physical environment should be exploited for its natural resources to create wealth.



Western culture has spread by cultural diffusion. Migration dramatically increases cultural diffusion as migrants move and ‘churn’, so bring different people into contact with each other. Other factors are important too:


	
•  Tourism brings people into contact with new cultures.

	
•  TNCs spread their brands and products around the world.

	
•  Global media organisations like Disney, CNN and the BBC spread a western view of world events.
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Cultural diffusion is the exchange of ideas between different people as they mix and interact as a result of globalisation.
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Synoptic link

(P): The power of global brands and media means that TNCs are powerful cultural players, but they are motivated by profit, not human or cultural wellbeing.
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Western culture can be viewed as having both positive and negative impacts on the physical environment and people:


	
•  The spread of a western diet (high in fat, high in sugar, fast-food based) is changing diets around the world, especially in Asian cities, with the spread of McDonald’s, KFC and other fast food. This has been linked to rising obesity and diabetes in many emerging countries.

	
•  A fast-food, consumer culture is also very wasteful in terms of resources such as discarded fast-food packaging and fashion items worn only once or twice. This can be linked to deforestation and excessive water use in industry, as well as air and water pollution.

	
•  On the other hand western culture has tended to improve opportunities for some traditionally disadvantaged and discriminated against groups such as women, disabled people and LGBT groups. Global media coverage of the Paralympics, Gay Pride marches and high-profile cases of sex discrimination may help erode discrimination and prejudice in developing and emerging countries — although this is a very slow process.
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Synoptic link

(P): Disadvantaged groups may benefit from media exposure, but how far is this just a side effect of profit-motivated TNCs selling Paralympic TV rights and advertising time, for instance?
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Opposition to globalisation

The spread of western culture is strongly opposed by some groups, broadly called the anti-globalisation movement. Protest groups such as Occupy Wall Street and the Global Justice Movement argue that globalisation has:


	
•  dramatically increased resource consumption through exploiting the natural environment, leading to problems like deforestation, water pollution, global warming and biodiversity loss

	
•  exploited workers, especially in emerging countries, who suffer low wages, dangerous working conditions and lack any form of union representation

	
•  passed political and economic power into the hands of TNCs and uncaring governments, at the expense of ordinary people

	
•  created increased inequality, i.e. a small group of very rich, powerful people (sometimes called the ‘1%’), at the expense of others

	
•  caused cultural erosion, meaning that traditional lifestyles are degraded by the spread of western culture, and local dress, art and architectural styles are lost.
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Knowledge check 10

Name one health impact of changing diets in Asia.
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Opponents of globalisation also point to its impact on traditional cultures and lifestyles. Because nowhere is untouched by globalisation the number of people able to live isolated, traditional lifestyles is now very small. Arctic Inuit, tribal groups in Papua New Guinea and Amazonia, and mountain people in Nepal and Bhutan now all experience tourism and exposure to global media. Their traditional foods, music, language, clothes and social relations are all being eroded, or else being turned into a ‘show’ for tourists.
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Exam tip

The word ‘culture’ can be challenging to interpret in the exam. It means the commonly held views, traditions and lifestyles of a group of people. It is different from the word ‘social’, which is more about the health and wellbeing of people.
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Synoptic link

(P): Anti-globalisation groups are relatively small-scale and face powerful opposition from pro-globalisation governments, TNCs, consumers and even inter-governmental organisations.
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The consequences of globalisation for development and the environment


	
•  Globalisation has led to increased development in some countries, but has also widened the gap between rich and poor in some cases.

	
•  Not all people, or all countries, view globalisation as a positive development and some places have attempted to limit its impact.

	
•  There are alternatives to globalisation, which focus on local communities and local production, and attempt to be more sustainable socially, economically and environmentally.




Globalisation and the development gap

The development gap refers to the difference between the richest and poorest people. This can be:


	
•  between countries, e.g. in 2020 people in Luxembourg had incomes of $109,600 per year compared to only $264 in Burundi

	
•  within countries, e.g. in China’s coastal cities per capita incomes are over $15,000 whereas in the rural west they are around $4000.



Measuring the gap between rich and poor is not easy. Geographers use single measures like life expectancy or GDP per capita because they give an easy to use and understandable ‘headline’ measure of development. However, single measures are not very accurate.
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Development means progress, usually in social (health, diet, life expectancy, housing quality) and economic (income) terms.
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Instead, composite indices are used. They combine several data points into an index. The most well known is the combination of life expectancy, income and years in education used to produce the Human Development Index (HDI). The Gender Inequality Index (GII) combines the reproductive health of women, their participation in the workforce and empowerment (women in higher education and politics) to measure gender aspects of development. These indices focus on social development as well as economic development and are usually viewed as a better reflection of development progress. Table 8 compares development data for three countries.
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Exam tip

Learn some development indicator data for a few countries to use as evidence in your answers.
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Table 8 Comparing development indicators (2019–20)




	Country
	Single measures
	Composite indices



	Nominal GDP per capita (US $)
	GDP per capita PPP ($)
	% of people employed in farming economic sector
	HDI
(1 = best, 0 = worst)


	GDI
(1 = perfect gender equality)







	Sweden
	50,399
	52,477
	
12
	0.945
	0.98



	Mexico
	10,405
	21,362
	12
	0.779
	0.95



	Haiti
	
10,719
	
21819
	29
	0.519

	0.89





Purchasing power parity (PPP) GDP per capita has become a popular way of comparing economic development between countries because unlike nominal GDP it takes into account the cost of living within countries. We can also measure development using environmental indicators such as WHO air pollution levels. However, these tend to be local, i.e. for specific cities, so can’t be used to compare countries.
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Knowledge check 11

Name a composite index that measures development.
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Widening income inequality

In 2020 Oxfam reported that the world’s richest 1% have twice as much wealth as the poorest 6.9 billion people. This degree of income inequality is not new, but it may have become starker in the last few decades. Within countries income inequality is measured using the Gini Coefficient (Figure 6) with income divided into quintiles (20% intervals) plotted as a Lorenz curve. Figure 6 shows that Haiti is a very unequal country as the richest 20% of people have 65% of the wealth, compared to under 40% in Sweden.

It is important to recognise that Sweden, Mexico and Haiti have all experienced globalisation to some degree, but the outcome is that Mexico and Haiti are more unequal than Sweden. It is hard to generalise but globalisation has created winners and losers as shown in Table 9 (page 21).
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Figure 6 Lorenz curve Gini Coefficient plots for three countries
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Knowledge check 12

What does the Gini Coefficient measure?
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Table 9 Globalisation’s winners and losers




	Winners
	Losers





	There were about 2100 billionaires worldwide in 2020; most have made their wealth through ownership of global TNCs.
	Isolated, rural populations in Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa where subsistence farming still dominates and global connections are thin.



	Developed countries have proved very good at maintaining their wealth, despite the rise of countries like China.
	Workers (especially male ones) in old industrial cities in the developed world who have generally lost jobs.



	The rising middle class of factory and call centre workers in Asia, whose incomes have risen as they have gained outsourced and offshored jobs.
	Workers in sweatshop factories in emerging countries; they suffer exploitation (but may still be better off than in the rural areas they migrated from).



	People who work for TNCs in developed countries who have a high income and reasonable job security, although they may lead high-stress lives.
	Slum dwellers in developing world megacities like Lagos, as the reality of urban life is often much worse than they expected.
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Knowledge check 13

How many billionaires were there worldwide in 2020?
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The environmental impact of development and globalisation is often measured using ecological footprints, whereas one way of measuring economic development is using income per person. Figure 7 compares trends in both for China and Sweden since 1970.
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An ecological footprint is a measure of the resources used by a country or person over the course of a year, measured in global hectares (Gha).
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Figure 7 Trends in income per capita and ecological footprints
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Exam tip

Good answers will recognise that some people, such as factory workers in China, are both ‘winners’ and ‘losers’ from globalisation, i.e. having acceptable incomes but poor working conditions.
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•  Sweden’s income per person has grown hugely, but its ecological footprint has fallen. This suggests that economic development in Sweden has not affected the quality of the environment and that environmental management maintains biodiversity, water and air quality.

	
•  China’s ecological footprint has steadily risen (but is lower than Sweden’s).

	
•  Since 2000, rising Chinese incomes correlate with very large increases in ecological footprint. This suggests that economic development in China has very high environmental costs.



In summary, some countries can take advantage of globalisation without damaging their environment while others cannot.




Tensions caused by globalisation

For a large number of countries a significant part — or even majority — of their total population consists of immigrants. In 2019, 88% of the UAE’s population was immigrant, 29% in Switzerland, 16% in Germany and the USA and 14% in the UK.

Globalisation has contributed to large immigrant populations and there are now large diasporas from many countries resident in other countries. Several factors have increased the pace of migration:


	
•  Open borders to migration within the EU since 1995.

	
•  FDI, encouraging TNC workers to move overseas.

	
•  Deregulation of some jobs markets, allowing foreign qualified workers.

	
•  Humanitarian crises, like the Syrian civil war and with so-called Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, which have seen large numbers of refugees flee to Europe since 2011.
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A diaspora is the name given to the dispersal of a population overseas; since 1700 about 10 million Irish people have emigrated overseas creating the Irish diaspora.
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Most EU countries, as well as many other developed countries, now have culturally mixed populations. Large-scale migration is not without costs. Migrants need housing, jobs, education for their children and other services. At a certain rate of immigration all of these will come under strain and this risks a rise in tensions with some of the host country population who may view the migration as ‘too many, too fast’. There is evidence in Europe that migration has increased social and political tensions and even led to a rise in extremism:


	
•  The UK ‘Brexit’ vote in 2016 to leave the EU had the scale and pace of immigration as a key area of debate.

	
•  Anti-immigration political parties have been rising in popularity since 2010, for example, UKIP in the UK, the National Rally in France, the Dutch Party for Freedom, and Freedom Party of Austria.

	
•  In 2014, 51% of Swiss voted in favour of stopping mass immigration in a national referendum.

	
•  In the USA, a country of immigrants, the benefits of migration from Mexico were questioned by Donald Trump.



Few people in developed countries vote for extremist political parties that seek to ban immigration or return immigrants to their home country. However, such sentiments are more common than they once were.
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Knowledge check 14

What is meant by the term ‘diaspora’?
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Exam tip

Don’t over-emphasise extremism in answers about immigration. In almost all countries it is a minority view.

[image: ]








Controlling the spread of globalisation

Some countries have attempted to limit the impact of globalisation using government policy:


	
•  The internet is banned in North Korea because the Supreme Leader Kim Jong-un does not want his people to have access to ‘western’ ideas.

	
•  In China, the internet was very widely used by 68% of the population in 2020, but it is censored; some searches for politically sensitive topics get no results because the Chinese Communist Party seeks to prevent ‘unhelpful’ discussion.

	
•  Since 2010 the UK has sought to reduce immigration using a points system, but with only limited results because EU immigration could not be controlled; however, this may change as post-EU immigration policy evolves.

	
•  Other countries like Australia also use points-based immigration systems to match immigrants to actual economic needs and job vacancies.

	
•  Trade protectionism is still common: oil exports are banned in the USA so all domestically produced oil must be used in the USA; India restricts foreign companies investing in its retail sector to protect Indian small shopkeepers from competition.
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Points-based immigration systems award points to potential immigrants based on education, skills, language proficiency and other criteria so that migrants are matched to a country’s needs.
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These restrictions are generally the exception rather than the norm, as most countries operate within a system of global free trade and open access to information, and broadly welcome the economic advantages of globalisation. Table 10 summarises how one indigenous group, the First Nations of Canada, attempts to retain its cultural identity and prevent it being eroded by cultural globalisation.
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Synoptic link

(A): Immigration has become a ‘hot’ political topic, often with social media playing a key role in polarising opinion either for or against it. Increasingly there is little middle ground between groups for and against different aspects of globalisation.
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Table 10 Preserving the cultural identity of the First Nations of Canada




	The First Nations are the original population of Canada, existing before European immigration. They consist of Indian bands such as the Cree and Lenape.



	An Assembly of First Nations promotes the rights and needs of First Nations at national level within Canada.
	Within Indian Reservation territories, bands are largely self-governing, allowing them to make key decisions about their future.
	There are about 100 First Nation and Inuit Cultural Education Centres funded by the Canadian government to help preserve and develop First Nation cultures and traditions.



	After decades of being taught to be ‘Canadian’ in boarding schools, modern First Nation schools teach native languages and traditions.
	Festivals and other meetings help preserve the First Nations tradition of oral histories and other traditions.
	To some extent, tourism helps preserve some aspects of First Nation culture but also risks diluting it.








Globalisation slowing down?

Even before the COVID-19 pandemic globalisation was slowing:


	
•  The 2007–08 Global Financial Crisis dented world trade and led to sluggish global economic growth.

	
•  Trade disputes between China and the USA, the collapse of some major free trade agreements (the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership in 2016) and US withdrawal from the Trans-Pacific Partnership in 2017 increased protectionism.



The pandemic has created a number of problems, which as of 2021 are not resolved but could slow, or even reverse, globalisation:


	
•  International travel and migration are likely to be expensive, involve red tape and may be restricted by some countries.

	
•  Debt, recession and slow economic growth could reduce the volume of world trade.



On the other hand people have learned to work, and learn, online as never before. Internet-based businesses have boomed, e.g. Amazon. So even the pandemic has created more connections, just of a new sort. Globalisation is likely to change rather than wither.





Ethical and environmental concerns

Globalisation has led to a number of ethical and environmental concerns which are quite widely held:


	
•  fears that consumer goods have been made using exploited labour

	
•  concerns that imported food products like tea, coffee, bananas and cocoa do not provide their farmers with a decent income due to low prices

	
•  concerns that consumer goods use excessive resources during their production, packaging, transport and use

	
•  worries that our consumer culture is contributing to global warming as ecological footprints rise.



These concerns can be illustrated by something as simple as a pair of jeans bought in the UK but made in Bangladesh (Figure 8).
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Figure 8 The hidden costs of one pair of jeans





There are several different responses to the social and environmental ethical issues raised by globalisation and globalised consumer products. A key response in developed countries has been a move towards localism, i.e. buying local products, trying to trade with other local businesses and building local community movements around sustainability issues. These are summarised in Table 11 (page 25). The recent popularity of veganism is, in part, a rejection of the high environmental costs of meat and dairy food production as well as being linked to local food buying and health benefits.
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Ethical issues are those which have a moral dimension, and concern whether something is acceptable. Child labour is an example of something most people find unethical/morally unacceptable.

Localism is the idea that food and goods should be grown and made locally, supporting local jobs and reducing transport, rather than being sourced globally.
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Synoptic link

(A): Local groups and NGOs are, by their very nature, small in terms of scale and influence, but grassroots organisations can grow into powerful political forces, e.g. Fair Trade is today a well-known concept.
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Synoptic link

(F): Global consumers have large environmental impacts. In the future, similar patterns of consumption are likely to lead to serious environmental consequences. But recycling, veganism and local sourcing point to a more sustainable path.
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Table 11 Localism




	
Transition towns
Founded in 2006, the non-governmental organisation (NGO) ‘Transition Network’ encourages towns to grow their own food in community gardens (not import it), reduce energy used in transport, e.g. encourage cycling and recycle waste/reuse materials. Some towns and cities like Totnes, Exeter and Stroud even have their own local currencies to encourage local trade.

These initiatives are small scale, but some elements like ‘grow your own’ could have a big impact if widely adopted and promoting local sourcing became more widespread.


	
Fair Trade
Fair trade — rather than free trade — pays farmers of cocoa, cotton, tea and coffee in developing countries a guaranteed price for their produce plus a ‘fair trade premium’ payment. This attempts to reduce the inequalities of global trade.

The aim is to make incomes sustainable for farming families, and use some of the additional money to support community facilities like wells, schools and clinics.

The downsides of fair trade are that the extra income is small, and fair trade products are more expensive for consumers.





	
Ethical consumption schemes
Founded in 1993 in Germany the NGO FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) uses its FSC logo on wood products that are sourced from sustainable forests thus helping consumers ensure that products are not contributing to environmental degradation.

Its criteria include that forestry must respect the land rights of indigenous people and that forestry workers are well treated and paid.

FSC has become well known globally but has been criticised for being too brand-focused.


	
Recycling
Local councils in the UK play a key role in reducing waste and ecological footprints through recycling and councils’ waste collection services.

Recycling of household waste increased from 17% to 45% between 2003 and 2019 but this was still some way behind the 68% achieved in Germany.

Recycling does reduce waste, but different councils have different schemes with different results and reducing packaging might be a better way forward.
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Knowledge check 15

What does the FSC logo on products indicate?
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Exam tip

You need a range of examples of ethical and environmental initiatives that aim to reduce some of the negative consequences of globalisation.
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Summary


	
•  Globalisation has its origins several centuries ago, but the process of increased global connections and flows has accelerated in recent decades.

	
•  Transport and communications technology, and international organisations, governments and TNCs all have important roles to play in globalisation.

	
•  Some places are more globalised than others, with a number of places being physically or politically ‘switched off’ from the rest of the world.

	
•  Asia is at the centre of twenty-first-century globalisation but this has brought with it environmental costs, whereas in North America and Europe deindustrialisation has occurred.

	
•  Globalisation has fuelled migration, both from the countryside to cities and internationally between countries, which has both benefits and costs.

	
•  There is increasing evidence of a global culture as western values spread worldwide but this has both costs and benefits.

	
•  Levels of economic and social development vary markedly around the world, although development progress has been made in almost all places.

	
•  Globalisation, especially migration and cultural globalisation, has not been welcomed everywhere and some governments and groups have tried to restrict its influence.

	
•  There are alternatives to globalisation including localism and ethical consumption, but these have not been adopted in a widespread way.
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Shaping places




Regenerating places




How and why do places vary?




	
•  Economic activity and job type vary from place to place.


	
•  Over time, the economic and population characteristics of places change for a number of reasons which could be national or local.


	
•  Places are also influenced by global change which affects the lives of groups of people who live there, such as students and others.
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This section of the guide compares two contrasting places in the UK: Reading and Middlesbrough. You will have studied your own two places. You should relate the places you have studied to the themes in the content guidance below. You could also use Reading and/or Middlesbrough as additional case studies to your own to help with essay questions in the exam.
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Classifying economies


Despite the UK being a relatively small country there is considerable variation in economic activity between places. Economic sectors vary from place to place reflecting different economic processes that have affected places over time. In general:




	
•  rural areas have more primary employment in farming, mining, quarrying and fishing; this tends to be low-paid, manual work


	
•  there is more secondary employment in northern cities such as Manchester, Sheffield and Glasgow, but this has declined over time


	
•  tertiary, or service sector, jobs are concentrated in urban areas but these vary from cleaners on minimum wage to very highly paid professionals like lawyers


	
•  quaternary jobs in research and development and hi-tech industries are found in London and the South East.
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The four economic sectors are primary (farming, mining), secondary (manufacturing), tertiary (retail services, office work) and quaternary (scientific research, ICT, AI and robotics).
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Knowledge check 16


Which economic sector does someone working in a factory making mobile phones work in?
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Table 12 shows job type in Reading (southern England) and Middlesbrough (northeast England). These are similarly sized urban areas. Notice that Reading has around twice the number of professionals, but far fewer skilled trades, caring and leisure workers and people employed in manual work.


Table 12 Employment in Reading and Middlesbrough in 2020








	Pay and education

	Percentage of people who are:

	Reading

	Middlesbrough










	Highly paid, high level of education

	Management

	
28.8

	
16.4






	Professional (e.g. lawyers, doctors)

	28.9

	16.4






	Professional and technical

	20.2

	12.1






	Administrative

	
28.3

	
18.6






	Skilled trades

	
28.8

	
17.5






	Caring, leisure and other services

	
25.9

	13.8






	Sales and customer services

	
25.7

	
18.7






	Process plant and machine operators

	
23.3

	11.3






	Low pay, low level of education

	Manual work

	
29.9

	14.6
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Exam tip


You need to know some data and statistics on economic activity in your two chosen places.
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Table 12 suggests Reading is a more economically successful place than Middlesbrough. Further data confirm this. In 2020 average hourly pay for a male worker in Middlesbrough was £13.13 and in full-time employment a female worker could expect to earn £509 a week. In Reading the figures are £16.73 and £621.


Figure 9 breaks down people in the two places by economic activity. It shows that 87% of adults aged 16–64 in Reading are economically active (working) compared to 72% in Middlesbrough, where part-time work (which pays less) is much more common. Gross value added (GVA) for the two places is also very different being £48,377 per person in Reading and only £16,856 in Middlesbrough.
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Gross value added (GVA) is a measure of economic output; it is the value of goods and services produced per person.
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Figure 9 Economic activity in Middlesbrough and Reading in 2020 (adults aged 16–64)








The different economic characteristics of Reading and Middlesbrough have a number of causes including differences in education and pay:




	
•  In 2020, 15.4% of adults in Middlesbrough had no educational qualifications, versus 8.2% in Reading; 19% had a university-level qualification in Middlesbrough but the figure was 43% in Reading.


	
•  Middlesbrough’s workers earn an average of £527 per week, whereas Reading’s earn £640.





These differences have led to a number of consequences:




	
•  Temporary, low-paid and ‘zero-hours contract’ work is more common in Middlesbrough, meaning people have lower job and income security.


	
•  There is a difference in life expectancy; if you were a male born in Middlesbrough in 2018 you would be expected to live to age 75, but if you were born in Reading that figure is 79.


	
•  In 2016 the uSwitch Quality of Life Index ranked Berkshire (where Reading is located) 6th out of 138 UK regions, but South Teesside (Middlesbrough) was ranked 129th.


	
•  Notice in Figure 9 that poor health — measured by the percentage of long-term sick and disabled — is very high in Middlesbrough compared with Reading.
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Quality of life is usually measured using a composite index. The uSwitch Index combines housing affordability, energy costs, broadband availability, average incomes, crime rates and other measures to rank UK regions.
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Knowledge check 17


What is the difference in male life expectancy between Reading and Middlesbrough?
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Exam tip


If one of your places is a less successful place, be careful not to overstate its problems.
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Changing function and characteristics


Explanations for differences between places focus on economic and population change over time. Very few places are ‘static’ so change affects places continually. The places we live in have a range of economic functions which reveal themselves in the land use of urban and rural places:




	
•  Administrative: council offices, schools and other public services like clinics and hospitals.


	
•  Commercial: offices of service industries such as legal services, accountants.


	
•  Retail: shops that range in size from small to malls.


	
•  Industrial: factories, warehouses and distribution centres.





Towns and cities have a mix of these functions, but this changes over time based on economic health:




	
•  Industrial land use in Middlesbrough has declined since the 1970s due to factory closures.


	
•  In Reading commercial functions have grown due to the success of the area’s service sector, plus the location of some companies in the quaternary industrial sector such as Oracle, Microsoft and Intel.





By now, you should have an image of Reading as a ‘successful’ place and Middlesbrough as less successful. This degree of success is reflected in the demographic characteristics of the two places shown in Figure 10. Reading has a much higher proportion of people in the 26–45 age category suggesting younger professional workers, whereas there are more older and retired people in Middlesbrough. The ethnic composition of the two places is also different. In 2019, 65.4% of Reading’s residents were white British compared to 84% in Middlesbrough. Greater ethnic diversity in Reading suggests a more successful place that has attracted economic migrants.
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Ethnic composition is the ethnic group make-up of a population. In the UK the main groups are white, Asian and black. Ethnicity is different from nationality (country of origin).
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Figure 10 The age profile of Reading and Middlesbrough in 2019
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Exam tip


Population age groups, and growth or decline, are very important to understanding places so make sure you learn some data on each.
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There are many reasons that can be used to explain the changes and relative success of Middlesbrough and Reading and these are summarised in Table 13.


Table 13 Explaining the success of places








	 

	Middlesbrough

	Reading










	Accessibility

	Not on the UK motorway network or a mainline train route.

A long distance north of London, the economic core.




	Located on the M4, just west of London and with very good rail links.

Benefits from its proximity to London.









	Connectedness

	The local airport, Teesside International, has struggled to attract passengers.

Limited higher education opportunities.




	Close to the global hub airport of Heathrow.

Very close to many major universities, including Reading.









	History

	A centre for industrial revolution mining, shipping, engineering, steel and petrochemicals; however, many of these industries have now closed.

	Part of the M4 growth corridor west of London, it has become a centre for footloose industry and services since the 1970s.






	Planning

	Almost a forgotten corner of the North East, it has never benefited from government regional investment.

	A London ‘overspill’ town beyond London’s greenbelt; close to rural areas, it is an attractive place to live.
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Footloose industries are those that can be located anywhere; they are not tied to locations by natural resources or fixed infrastructure.


Greenbelts are land surrounding cities that cannot be built on, usually farmland. Development sometimes ‘leapfrogs’ the greenbelt, benefiting places just beyond the greenbelt edge.
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