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Eternity was in our lips and eyes,

Bliss in our brow’s bent; none our parts so poor

But was a race of heaven.



Cleopatra; I.iii.
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You want to know about Antony and Cleopatra? Let me tell you the story – the real story.

I was there at the start, the night Julius Caesar was killed and Antony made a speech over his body in the Market Place.
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As soon as Antony stood before us, pale and proud in the torchlight, my heart went out to him. He spoke in a voice like the beating of a war drum, and by the time he had finished speaking, I knew I would follow him anywhere – to the shores of Hades and beyond, if he asked me to.
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When civil war broke out, I was one of the first to join Antony’s legions.
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It was a bitter, bloody struggle: Roman against Roman, each believing that right was on his side. I was commended for my courage in action – though all I did was keep my head and obey orders – and Antony himself promoted me to the rank of centurion, just before the battle of Philippi.
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