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				Chapter 1

				So it’s Tuesday lunchtime and I walk into the playground to see what my friends are doing.

				But as I go over to them, I catch some of what they’re saying and I think, Uh-oh.

				They’re always talking about Fortnite these days.

				“…and I found an epic shotgun on the ground right after landing,” Leon’s saying as I walk over, “and I took out three guys in the same building. One was a John Wick.”

				Ellie doesn’t believe him. “You never get an epic shotgun just lying on the ground.”

				“I dunno,’” says Sana, “a couple of seasons ago—”

				Jake interrupts her. “You never get one. He’s making it up.”

				Leon shrugs: “I’m just good at finding the best loot.”

			

		

		
			
				Chapter 1
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				“It’s all luck,” mutters Ellie.

				And they go on and on like that. Blah blah blah.

				You see how I’m not talking? 

				That’s because I’ve got nothing to say. Because... I’ve never actually played Fortnite.

				Yeah, I know, I know—but when Fortnite came out I was more into Minecraft and Roblox and I never got around to it. And now... I’m sort of... scared to try Fortnite. Because everyone else is really good now, and I don’t want to be a useless noob. 

				I’m not gonna tell them though, because if I’m no good at it they’ll make fun of me, which is even worse than just standing here while they ignore me and talk about Fortnite. 

					

			

		

		
			
				ME: Tyler Meeks, complete Fortnite noob.
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				But I want to be able to, you know, talk to my friends. So I’m gonna try it. Today.

			

		

		
			
				LEON: Thinks he’s a Fortnite master

			

		

		
			
				ELLIE: Won’t let you get away with anything

			

		

		
			
				SANA: Doesn’t need to boast

			

		

		
			
				JAKE: Loves to stir the pot
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				What most people talk about when they talk about Fortnite isn’t actually what Fortnite originally was. OK, here’s what I mean...

				The original Fortnite was a game where you got together with other players to build a tower and defend it from zombies.

				But the people who made it came up with a Battle Royale mode set in the same world.

				(The name “Battle Royale’”comes from a Japanese film which Mom and Dad have, but it’s on the shelf where they put things that I’m not supposed to watch yet.)

				Basically, a hundred players are dropped onto an island and fight, and the last one standing wins. It’s kind of like the Hunger Games if you’ve heard of that. And then Fortnite: Battle Royale became way more popular than the main game!

				When I get back from school my best friend Alfie’s here. He’s never played Fortnite either, ‘cuz his parents don’t approve of games with violence and death and stuff. He pretends he just isn’t interested in Fortnite, because that’s less embarrassing than your parents banning you from playing. But I think he’s going to be interested to see me play it.
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				I’ve pointed out to him that he could just play it when he’s here and noone would know. But he doesn’t want to, because he’s not very good at lying, especially to his mom and dad.

			

		

		
			
				ALFIE: lives across the street. Goes to a different school. Idiot.
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				There are different modes in Battle Royale—you can play Solo (just you against everyone else), Duos (you and one other player working as a team) or Squads (four players working as a team). I’m doing Squads because I need all the help I can get.

				How hard can it be? Huh. Turns out it’s pretty hard.
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				Rocket

			

		

		
			
				Noob Skin
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				That’s gotta hurt!
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				So this is my ninth attempt.

				“You lasted four seconds after hitting the ground that time,’”Alfie says.

				I tell him I know.

				“That’s your best effort yet,” he says, all cheerful. “Good job, dude!”

				This is getting ridiculous. I’m about to give up. No point, I’m useless. Then a message pops up on my phone.

				you took the fortnite plunge then?

				Right. I forgot Sana is in my friends list and can see what I’m playing.

				Wait, was she in any of those matches I just played? Did she see me? Hope not. That’d be really embarrassing.

				that was me who got you with that grenade a couple of matches ago. sorry. i’m swiftshot09

				Great. 
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				wanna come to the battle lab?

				I ask Alfie if he knows what the Battle Lab is. He doesn’t. But then an invite flashes up on the screen—so I go into Battle Lab, skydive down... And there she is, SwiftShot09.

			

		

		
			
				Sana in Fortnite
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				“She looks much cooler than you,’” Alfie says.

				“That’s because she is,” I tell him. Then I look around—seems like we’re just on the normal island. “So what do I do here?”

				I have a walk around, thinking it’s nice to see the game world without having to worry about other players... and then I fall off a cliff and die.

				But in Battle Lab you respawn immediately—so a few seconds later I’m skydiving again, and I hit the ground.

				Sana’s collected some good loot, and she shares it with me. She suggests I practise using the different weapons. I lob a grenade into a nearby building and blow the place up. 

				I’m having fun now!

				Lots of players never bother with the Battle Lab but it’s really handy. You can play a session with friends and do your own private match, with different settings—like a mode where the only weapons are sniper rifles, or where everyone only has 1% health so the smallest hit will take them out.
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				Or you can use Battle Lab for practice, like I’m doing. 

				You can wander around the map and see what’s where—the storm only closes in after four hours so there’s lots of time to try out different weapons.

				 It’s also perfect for practising your building—all harvested materials drop ten times what they usually do in the game.

				Even if you’re good at Fortnite, the Battle Lab can still be a good place to go if you want to try something new before you do it in the game—like if a new weapon’s been introduced and you don’t know what it does yet!
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				When I get out of the Battle Lab, I gear up to go for another round. I know what I’m doing now. Alfie says he’s sure that this time I’m going to slay it, or at least, rank higher than #93, and then he goes to the kitchen to get himself a Coke Zero.

				While I’m waiting in the lobby, I get some more texts from Sana...

				stay on the battle bus until the end!

				seriously this is the best tip i can give you. I know it’s boring watching the bus fly over but it’s worth it. try it

				Okay...

				oh and don’t forget to thank the driver

				I didn’t think it mattered where I jumped out, really. I’ve just been bailing out right away. So while the other players dive out, I hang back, wondering why Sana told me to do this. Maybe something really cool happens?
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				...no, nothing cool happens. You just get kicked off the bus when the time’s up. So what was the point of that?
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				I dive down to the ground and I’m like quick quick get a weapon, any weapon will do, just grab something before someone shoots you—

				And that’s when I realize. Nobody’s shooting at me. 

				Every other match I’ve played, there’ve been tons of other players around, fighting over loot.

				Er... where is everyone?

				The big building I landed next to seems to be empty, so I search it from top to bottom.

				Pretty soon I’ve got more loot than I can carry. 

				In fact I’m getting stressed out because I’ve found a tactical shotgun and I don’t know if I should drop something else so I can pick it up.

				“Wow,’”says Alfie, walking back into the room. “You’re not dead yet! This is incredible!”

				“Yeah,” I say. I’m thrilled. I feel powerful. “So, er... what do I do now?”

				Alfie sits back on the sofa and “helps” me play.
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				THERE’S A CHEST IN IT!

			

		

		
			
				There’s a gun!

			

		

		
			
				It’s blue!

			

		

		
			
				Is that better than green?

			

		

		
			
				And ammo! Get the ammo!

			

		

		
			
				Check that room!

			

		

		
			
				Yeah I saw it.

			

		

		
			
				I know.

			

		

		
			
				I don’t know.

			

		

		
			
				I’m getting it.

			

		

		
			
				I was just about to.

			

		

		
			
				I CAN SEE!
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				Just as I’ve finished tooling up, a message appears saying the storm is closing in. I’ve never got this far before. I don’t actually know what that means. What happens when the storm closes in? I’m assuming it’s bad.

				“I like storms,’”says Alfie.

				“Yeah, but you’re weird,” I tell him.

				“I know,” he says.

				Then another message appears...

			

		

		
			
				I’m in the top fifty! And I haven’t even done anything yet! 

				What??

				Now I get why Sana told me to stay on the bus until the end. This is like playing a totally different game.

			

		

		
			
				50 Players Remaining

			

		

		
			
				Survivor i

			

		

	
		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				20

			

		

		
			
				A lot of players are impatient to land and get into the action. 

				Some players think being first to bail out of the bus means being first to the loot. 

				Some have got favorite places they like to go, where they know there are buildings with lots of loot to be found—maybe they’re seeking out a special weapon. 

				Some just want to be in the middle of the map so they don’t have to travel too far.

				But! Because a lot of players do this, a lot of players end up really close together.

				If you’re a real hotshot at the game, that might not be a problem—maybe you’re all about how many kills you can score in one match, in which case you want plenty of other players around. 

				But if you’re a noob, it’s a really good way to get knocked out in the first minute.

				If you stay on the bus until the last few seconds—or just wait until the timer reaches zero and you get kicked out—you’ll end up somewhere at the edge of the map. 
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				So now I’ve picked up some great gear, I want to use it! Alfie wants to see me make my first elimination and he’s rocking back and forth on the sofa, getting over-excited. (Note to self: Don’t let Alfie have drinks which contain caffeine.)

				Look—another player running along a shore! He’ll do. There’s no way he’s seen me so this should be easy. Come on, I can do this. I raise my hunting rifle—

			

		

		
			
				Everyone else, FIGHTing it out

			

		

		
			
				You, chilling

			

		

		
			
				Often you’ll find you’re the only one around, because everyone else is over on the other side of the island, killing each other.

				If you let the others wipe each other out, suddenly you’ve got a much better chance of winning!
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				Missed. By miles. This thing is hard to use. I reload—

				But before I can even aim again, I’m eliminated. Someone just took me out from behind. I wonder if it’s Sana, but it’s just some random, picking up all my cool loot.

				But I placed #39! I’ve leveled up! I am officially Not A Total Noob! (I’m just Mostly A Noob.)
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				I go in for another match...

				Now, Sana’s strategy might not be for you. I won’t be offended if you don’t want to play that way, even though I just went to all this effort to explain it.
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