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Better thou

Hadst not been born than not t’have

pleased me better.



Lear; I.i.
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In his youth, Lear had won the crown of Britain through his strength, courage and cunning, and he had enjoyed ruling the country. Now he was old. His eyes were dull, his hair white and his face wrinkled.

The aged King addressed the nobles he had summoned to his throne room. “I intend to give up the crown before the strain of ruling becomes too much,” he said. “Britain will be divided into three, to be ruled by my daughters. The richest part will be given to the one who loves me most. Goneril, my eldest child, wife of Albany – how much do you love me?”
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Goneril had red hair, and a haughty expression. “I love you more than words can say,” she declared, “more than my own life!”

Lear smiled. “And what does my second daughter, Regan, wife of Cornwall, have to say?” he demanded.

Regan’s golden curls and simpering smile masked her greed and slyness. “My love is greater than Goneril’s,” she claimed. “My only true pleasure is your happiness.”
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Lear nodded, and spoke to his youngest daughter, Cordelia. She was being wooed by the King of France, who was present.
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