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Summer Hammond stood very still and held out a handful of animal food. The two deer came close to the fence and snuffled at her hand. Their eyes were like forest pools – deep and dark. Summer grinned as she reached out and stroked their velvety noses. She thought they were beautiful – but then she loved all animals, even spiders!
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“Smile!” Jasmine called out from behind her. Summer turned and grinned as Jasmine quickly took a couple of photos.

“Don’t move for a second!” Ellie called from where she was crouching down on the grass, drawing a quick picture of the deer in her notebook. She loved to draw and always carried a notebook and pen around with her. She drew a few more lines and then carefully tore the page out. “Happy Birthday!” she said, offering it to Summer with a smile.

Summer gave the deer one last pat and went over to see the drawing. It was brilliant. It completely captured the gorgeous animals – and her huge grin! “Thank you!” Summer hugged Ellie. “This is just the best way to spend my birthday – at Honeyvale Wildlife Park with my two best friends and lots of animals!” she declared.

They all smiled at each other.

“I love it here too,” said Jasmine. “All the different animals give me ideas for dance steps. Look, this is how a squirrel moves…” She ran with short, light steps and hid behind a tree, popping her head out. “And this is a deer.” She leaped into the air, throwing her head and arms back.




[image: images]





Ellie stuffed her notebook into her backpack and grinned. “And this is a rabbit!” She crouched down and did some bunny hops before tripping over a tree root and landing on her tummy.

“A very clumsy rabbit!” Summer giggled. The deer skittered away, bounding gracefully into the trees.

Their movement stirred a memory in Summer’s mind. “Do you remember the magic reindeer we met in the Secret Kingdom?” she asked her friends. “They were even more beautiful than these deer.”

“Oh yes,” said Ellie dreamily. “And they could fly!”

The Secret Kingdom was an amazing land that only they knew about. It was a beautiful place that was usually ruled by kind, jolly King Merry. But recently something terrible had happened – his horrible sister, evil Queen Malice, had taken over! She had built a bridge into the Troll Territories and the trolls had helped her steal King Merry’s crown and put him in a dungeon. The queen had declared herself the ruler of the Secret Kingdom and now everyone there had to do whatever she said.

“I wonder how poor King Merry is,” Summer said anxiously.

Jasmine frowned. “I hate thinking of him being locked away in Thunder Castle.”

“And everyone in the Secret Kingdom being so unhappy because of Queen Malice and the trolls,” said Ellie. “Oh, I hope we can find the missing jewels!”

Jasmine and Summer nodded in agreement. Queen Malice couldn’t be the true ruler of the Secret Kingdom until she had the four royal jewels that were always set into the ruler’s crown – an emerald, a sapphire, a diamond and a ruby. King Merry had cast a spell to stop Queen Malice from stealing the jewels, but it had gone a bit wonky and now the little king had no idea where the precious jewels were hidden! If the girls could somehow find the jewels before Queen Malice and bring them all together then a new crown would form and King Merry could rule again.

Summer, Ellie and Jasmine were desperate to help. They had already found one jewel – a beautiful green emerald – that had been hidden in Unicorn Valley. They wanted to go back and find the others, but they couldn’t go and hunt for them until the finding spell in the Secret Spellbook had located where in the kingdom they were.

“I checked the spellbook this morning but the spell still wasn’t finished,” said Ellie, patting her backpack. She’d packed the spellbook in there to keep it safe.

“Maybe it’ll have found one by now?” Jasmine said hopefully.

“Let’s check!” Summer said. “It would be the best birthday present ever to go and help the Secret Kingdom!”

Ellie glanced round. Summer’s mum and step-dad were behind them, watching Summer’s two little brothers, Finn and Connor, who were playing at being soldiers, crawling on their tummies through the grass and dry leaves. “OK. We’d better go somewhere else though. We don’t want your family to see.”

Summer nodded. The Secret Kingdom had to be kept secret! “Mum,” she called. “We’re going to go to the red-squirrel enclosure now. Is that all right?”

“OK,” her mum replied. “Don’t go too far ahead though.”

“We won’t,” Summer promised.

They ran off down the woodland trail. When they were sure they were on their own they ducked behind a wooden bench at the side of the path.

Ellie undid her backpack and took out the spellbook and they all gasped. The cover of the old book was sparkling and glowing!

“I think the finding spell is ready!” said Jasmine excitedly.

Ellie crouched down and opened the book, flicking quickly though the old pages until she got to the right place.
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