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            HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

         
 
         The list of contents at the beginning, in chapter and page order, will show you where to look for a history of ropemaking, techniques and terms, basic knots, string knots, more general knots, anglers’ knots, climbers’ knots, various other knots, new knots and trick knots. 
 
         A list of illustrations follows. If you know the name of a knot or a technique and want to see what it looks like, run your eye quickly down this list to spot the page you need.
 
         If you know roughly what you want to achieve – but don’t know the right knot for the job – look at the ‘Knots, according to use’ section also at the front – where you will find listed the names of knots for joining the ends of lines together; knots for attaching a line to a rail, post, another line, etc; knots tied in the ends of lines as stopper knots; binding knots; single loop knots tied in the end of lines; loop knots tied in the bight of lines without using ends; multiple loop knots tied in the end of lines for rescues, salvage, etc; and knots for various other purposes.
 
         Knotting terms, where necessary, are fully explained in the text and also appear in a glossary at the end of the book.

      

      

    


  

    

      
         
         
 
         
            To James Nicoll from Largo in the Kingdom of Fife, still the best knotsman I’ve ever met, for his friendship and knowledge.
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            KNOTS – according to use

         
 
         
            KNOTS FOR JOINING THE ENDS OF LINES TOGETHER
 
            
                

            
 
            Adjustable Knot 135
            
 
            Blood Knots 88
            
 
            Figure of Eight (Flemish) Bend 72
            
 
            Fisherman’s Knot 54
            
 
            Full Carrick Bend 72
            
 
            Improved Blood Knot 89
            
 
            Loop Interlocked with Loop 87
            
 
            Loops to Line 91
            
 
            One-way Sheet Bend 113
            
 
            Poor Man’s Pride 128
            
 
            Quadruple Fisherman’s Knot 91
            
 
            Racking Bend 114
            
 
            Rigger’s (Hunter’s) Bend 127
            
 
            Sheet Bend 52
            
 
            Surgeon’s Knot 75
            
 
            Tumbling Thief Knot 138
            
 
            Water Knot 91, 126
            
 
            Weaver’s Knot 65
            
 
            
                

            
 
            KNOTS FOR ATTACHING A LINE TO A RAIL, POST, ANOTHER LINE, etc.
 
            
                

            
 
            Buntline Hitch 78
            
 
            Clove Hitch 55
            
 
            Fisherman’s Bend 59
            
 
            Ground Line Hitch 79
            
 
            Hedden Knot 101
            
 
            Highwayman’s Hitch 82
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            Net Line Knot 80
            
 
            Penberthy Knot 101
            
 
            Prusik Knot 100
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            Rolling Hitch 77
            
 
            Round Turn & Two Half Hitches 57
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            Timber Hitch 60
            
 
            Vibration-proof Hitch 135
            
 
            
                

            
 
            KNOTS TIED IN THE END OF LINES AS STOPPER KNOTS
 
            
                

            
 
            Double Overhand Knot 42
            
 
            Figure of Eight Knot 40
            
 
            Figure of Eight Loop 63, 107
            
 
            Overhand Knot 42
            
 
            Overhand Loop 42
            
 
            Slip Knot 61
            
 
            
                

            
 
            BINDING KNOTS
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            Jug (or Jar) Sling 70
            
 
            Reef Knot 48
            
 
            Strangle Knot 68
            
 
            Transom Knot 66 
            
 
            
                

            
 
            SINGLE LOOP KNOTS IN THE END OF LINES
 N.B. Starred (*) knots are sliding loops which may be adjusted to size
 
            
 
            
                

            
 
            Adjustable Knot* 135
            
 
            Algonquin Bowline 110
            
 
            Angler’s Loop 90
            
 
            Bimini Twist* 85
            
 
            Blood Bight 87
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            Ontario Bowline 110
            
 
            Overhand Loop 61
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            LOOP KNOTS TIED IN THE BIGHT OF LINES
 
            
                

            
 
            Alpine Butterfly 105
            
 
            Blood Dropper Loop 96
            
 
            Fireman’s Chair Knot 109
            
 
            Manharness Hitch 105
            
 
            Three Quarter Figure of Eight Loops 137
            
 
            
                

            
 
            MULTIPLE LOOP KNOTS TIED IN THE END OF LINES
 FOR RESCUES, SALVAGE, ETC.
            
 
            
                

            
 
            Bowline in the Bight 108
            
 
            Julie’s Hitch 137
            
 
            Triple Bowline 110
            
 
            
                

            
 
            KNOTS FOR VARIOUS OTHER PURPOSES
 
            
                

            
 
            Bale Sling Hitch 83
            
 
            Barrel Sling 83
            
 
            Bend ‘X’ (rope shortening)
            
 
            Cat’s Paw (slinging loads) 68
            
 
            Crawford Knot (anglers) 93
            
 
            Crossing Knot (parcels) 120
            
 
            Double Munter Friction Hitch (climbing) 101
            
 
            Double Turle Knot (anglers) 96
            
 
            Frost Knot (climbers) 106
            
 
            ‘Greef’ Knot (magic) 144
            
 
            Half Blood (31⁄2 turns) Knot (anglers) 92
            
 
            Heaving Line Knot (boatmen, boy scouts) 114
            
 
            Improved (tucked) Half Blood Knot (anglers) 93
            
 
            Improved Turle Knot (anglers) 96
            
 
            Lighterman’s Back Mooring Hitch 81
            
 
            Munter Friction Hitch (climbing) 100
            
 
            Parbuckle (raising loads) 115
            
 
            Phoebe Knot (craftsman) 63
            
 
            Shamrock Knot (fancy decorative) 77
            
 
            Sheepshank (rope shortening) 66
            
 
            Snitch Knot (weavers) 65
            
 
            Square Knot (decorative) 72
            
 
            Trilene Knot (anglers) 93
            
 
            True Lover’s Knot (decorative) 75
            
 
            Waggoner’s Hitch (truck drivers) 66, 123
            
 
            Whip Knot (anglers) 98
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