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A


s we grow, we find our lives become busy with the rattle 


and rush of the here and now. But the wisest of us know 


that sometimes it does us good to escape for a few precious 


moments, at those most magic times of day, into the woods of 


childhood that lie across the stream of time and over the hills 


of memory. We think of them as a half-remembered dream, and 


we long for those seemingly endless summer days, sweet-scented 


twilights and starlit nights. We can enter these places at will; we 


need only the power of our own imagination. And there are many 


pathways into that world from the road that leads from childhood 


to old age. These woods are endless and contain a hidden world 


we can visit, but we can only imagine what we can expect to find 


there. For here live those half-seen spirits that can delight, upset 


or curse you, from Scottish sprites and Irish leprechauns to 


fearsome Nordic trolls and Alpine barbegazi.


Let this book be your guide to recognising friend from foe, so that 


you might walk those sylvan paths in safety and wonder. Let us 


begin with the fairy…                 



























FAiRY


T


o define a fairy by their wings is akin to describing a falcon 


by its toenails or a dragon by its eyelashes – a curious 


disservice to a far more complex creature. 


But it pleases our human eyes to see them thus, and so this is 


how a fairy will usually manifest, with gossamer wings and 


magic wands and glittering dust. Though, they laugh at the fools 


who delight in such fripperies. 


For a fairy’s real power is a potent thing and not to be trifled with. 


Naturally mischievous creatures, fairies are capable of bestowing 


great pleasure or worse pain. For those they favour, they will 


rearrange the stars to serve your hopes and dreams on a moonbeam. 


For those they dislike... well, you would be wise not to find out.



























t’s not always easy to spot a goblin, as they assume a human form 


when moving among us. But if you stray away from the hustle 
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