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Country music is three chords and the truth.


—HARLAN HOWARD
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If it sounds country, man, that’s what it is. It’s a country song.


—KRIS KRISTOFFERSON



















INTRODUCTION


CRAFT COCKTAILS AND VINYL RECORDS are meant for each other, and there may be no greater genre for experiencing the superior presence and emotion of the LP format than the jangly twang of country music. Whether you prefer honky-tonk, bluegrass, outlaw, classic, or alt-country, it all just sounds better on vinyl. There is something about an LP’s rich, immersive sound that boosts the crystal clear voices, elegant harmonies, and often superior musicianship of country music artists. That is why, after three Booze & Vinyl titles, I have devoted the book you now hold in your hands entirely to country music.


Country has seen a wild upsurge in popularity in recent years, with an estimated 150 million Americans (about 45 percent of the US population) listening to the genre at least once a month. Some of this rise has to do with the amazing crossover success of performers such as Lana Del Ray—as well as new artists like Morgan Wallen—but it is also due to the genre’s relatable content and universal themes: love, heartbreak, nostalgia, loss, and freedom.


David Allan Coe once humorously opined that the perfect country music song must include the words “mama,” “trains,” “trucks,” “prison,” and “gettin’ drunk.” These words indeed pervade the pages of this book. Whether it is Dolly Parton begging Jolene to leave her man alone or Sturgill Simpson trying to find the right words to say in “The Promise,” the panoply of lives lived and lost works up a mighty thirst.


Like country music, cocktails tell a story. They have interesting names, rich histories, and are often associated with historical events and famous personalities. Mixed drinks are a record, too. Together, craft cocktails and vinyl music create sonic imbibing adventures that are both deeply personal and fun to share with others. The resurgence of the country genre along with mixed drinks and analogue music is a sure sign of a rebirth of genuine experiences. I am thrilled to invite you to Booze & Vinyl Country, a celebration of this triple renaissance.




















HOW TO USE THIS BOOK


This book is a companion to Booze & Vinyl, Booze & Vinyl Vol. 2, and A Booze & Vinyl Christmas; it contains more than sixty of the greatest country music albums produced from the 1950s to 2024. The albums are organized chronologically in three chapters: Toe Tappers, Unwind, and Coming Home. All albums are paired with a Side A and Side B cocktail to enhance the listening experience. To help contextualize the LPs, there are occasional suggestions for each album under “When to Spin.” Want to host a garage party? See Clint Black’s album Killin’ Time. A Christmas gathering? Drop the needle on Carrie Underwood. Plus, there are a number of food recipes to accompany your listening sessions. And if you need to brush up on your cocktail-making skills, there is a helpful primer on here.


A NOTE ON COUNTRY MUSIC AVAILABILITY ON VINYL


A few chart-topping country albums—particularly those that were produced during the height of the CD format in the 1990s—are currently either not available on vinyl or available in quantities so limited they may as well be unavailable. Sadly, this includes albums such as Faith Hill’s landmark record Faith as well as Nanci Griffith’s Other Voices, Other Rooms, Toby Keith’s Unleashed, and Vince Gill’s When Love Finds You. I have tried to ensure that the albums in this book are widely available at a fair price at the time of writing.


COUNTRY ALBUMS INCLUDED IN OTHER BOOZE AND VINYL VOLUMES


If your favorite album does not appear in this book, it might be in other books in this series. Every Booze & Vinyl book contains several country, or country-adjacent, albums:


BOOZE & VINYL


At Folsom Prison (1968) | Johnny Cash


After the Goldrush (1970) | Neil Young


40 Greatest Hits (1978) | Hank Williams


Odelay (1996) | Beck


Car Wheels on a Gravel Road (1998) | Lucinda Williams


Yankee Hotel Foxtrot (2002) | Wilco


BOOZE & VINYL VOL. 2


Modern Sounds in Country and Western Music (1962) | Ray Charles


Sweetheart of the Rodeo (1968) | The Byrds


Workingman’s Dead (1970) | The Grateful Dead


Coat of Many Colors (1971) | Dolly Parton


Red Headed Stranger (1975) | Willie Nelson


Tracy Chapman (1988) | Tracy Chapman


Oh Brother, Where Art Thou? (2000) | Various Artists


Van Lear Rose (2004) | Loretta Lynn


A BOOZE & VINYL CHRISTMAS


Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (1957) | Gene Autry


Pretty Paper (1979) | Willie Nelson


A Christmas Together (1979) | John Denver and the Muppets


Home for Christmas (2008) | Sheryl Crow


Christmas in the Heart (2009) | Bob Dylan


My Gift (2020) | Carrie Underwood


Wrapped in Red (2013) | Kelly Clarkson


A Holly Dolly Christmas (2020) | Dolly Parton


HOW TO GROW YOUR VINYL COLLECTION


If you collect all 60+ albums in this book, you will own some of the most groundbreaking country music ever made and enjoy hours of hi-fi pleasure. Whether you build your collection slowly by crate-digging or order online in batches, now is a great time to expand your collection. A great resource—besides your local record store—is discogs.com. Discogs has vinyl available for sale from vendors all over the world, often at the most affordable prices.


HOW TO BUILD YOUR COCKTAIL SKILLS


If you would like a drink-making lesson, see here. Also, you will find a handy tip on batching on here, a list of must-have ingredients on here, and a handy checklist of necessary tools on here. There is an additional list of recommended bottles for your home bar on here.


A FEW THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT THE RECIPES




	When I mention “cocktail glass,” I mean a coupe or martini glass. See “Setting Up a Country Bar” on here.


	A barspoon is roughly a teaspoon.


	Note that whiskey is spelled in America and Ireland with an “e” and in the rest of the world without.


	To ensure great drinks, I recommend making homemade syrups rather than purchasing store-bought. That way, you have better control of the flavor (and save money). See “Cocktail Syrup Quick Reference Guide” on here.


	Recipes in this book yield one cocktail unless otherwise stated. These are termed “large format” drinks and a number of them are listed on page xv for easy reference.
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Too much of anything is bad, but too much good whiskey is barely enough.


—MARK TWAIN



















QUICK DRINKS GUIDE


This is not an exhaustive list of the drinks in this book, simply a guide to help you head in your desired direction.


RHINESTONE SPARKLERS


Daydreamin’ (here)


Seven-Year 75 (here)


No Inhibitions (here)


Five Til’ Five (here)


Shotgun Rider (here)


Girls’ Night Out (here)


Beer Sunshine (here)


Making Believe (here)


Honky-Tonk Angel (here)


The Promise (here)


BOOZERS


Precious Jewel (here)


Heart Like a Wheel (here)


Blue Side of Evening (here)


Blanket Made of Stars (here)


Old San Antone (here)


Half as Tight (As I Need to Be) (here)


Moonlight in Vermont (here)


The Gambler (here)


Arkansas Bride (here)


Black-Tie Affair (here)


Taillights (here)


Mama, Stop Your Train (here)


Trampled Rose (here)


Carolina Shine (here)


Engine One-Forty-Three (here)


Colorado Girl (here)


Bobby McGee (here)


Crystal City (here)


How Hank Done It (here)


Nickel for the Fiddler (here)


Personal Jesus (here)


Heart on the Run (here)


JAM SESSIONS (LARGE FORMAT)


Little Old Me (here)


Uncle Pen (here)


Texas Tea (here)


Foggy Window (here)


Agua Fria (here)


Coconut Wine (here)


Golden Band (here)


Alright Alright (here)


Buy Back the Farm (here)


Lonesome Valley (here)


Door Is Always Open (here)
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Get your feet moving and hold on to your horses with these spirited albums. This chapter is loaded with fast-paced songs that are perfect for getting a big party started or just dancing by yourself.


Pour a round of Kissed a Bears while spinning Wanda Jackson (here) or try to keep your love interest focused on number one—you, of course—while sipping on a Private Property as you blast Loretta Lynn (here). Alternatively, why not go tropical with a Foggy Window as you sing along to Alan Jackson (here)?


Feeling fancy and getting ready for a night out? Try a Five Til’ Five accompanied by The Chicks (here), or, if all the partying makes you hungry, sample some May Anne and Wanda’s Highway Sandwiches (here)—the perfect snack after listening to the group’s famed song, “Goodbye Earl.”


Whether you’re looking for a night of whiskey tasting (here), want to go beachy (here), or feel like boogying to Beyoncé (here), these toe tappers have you covered.





Moanin’ the Blues (1952)


HANK WILLIAMS


Wanda Jackson (1958)


WANDA JACKSON


Carnegie Hall Concert (1966)


BUCK OWENS AND HIS BUCKAROOS


Mama Tried (1968)


MERLE HAGGARD AND THE STRANGERS


Coal Miner’s Daughter (1971)


LORETTA LYNN


Give It Up (1972)


BONNIE RAITT


Will the Circle Be Unbroken (1972)


NITTY GRITTY DIRT BAND


Anthology (1973)


BOB WILLS AND HIS TEXAS PLAYBOYS


Bean Blossom (1973)


BILL MONROE


Jolene (1974)


DOLLY PARTON


Heart Like a Wheel (1974)


LINDA RONSTADT


Whiskey Bent and Hell Bound (1979)


HANK WILLIAMS JR.


Seven Year Ache (1981)


ROSANNE CASH


Guitar Town (1986)


STEVE EARLE


Guitars, Cadillacs, Etc., Etc. (1986)


DWIGHT YOAKAM


Killin’ Time (1989)


CLINT BLACK


Rumor Has It (1990)


REBA MCENTIRE


A Lot About Livin’ (and a Little ’bout Love) (1992)


ALAN JACKSON


Come on Over (1997)


SHANIA TWAIN


Fly (1999)


THE CHICKS


This One’s for You (2017)


LUKE COMBS


Fearless (Taylor’s Version) (2021)


TAYLOR SWIFT


Cowboy Carter (2024)


BEYONCÉ














1952



MOANIN’ THE BLUES


HANK WILLIAMS






	GENRE

	COUNTRY, HONKY-TONK, BLUES






	PRODUCER

	FRED ROSE






	LABEL

	MGM






	WHEN TO SPIN

	MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND







LINER NOTES


Hank Williams’s second album, 1952’s Moanin’ the Blues, is a hit parade featuring some of the artist’s most popular tunes, including “Lovesick Blues,” “Long Gone Lonesome Blues,” and “Honky Tonk Blues.” The first side ends with what many consider Williams’s masterpiece, “I’m So Lonesome I Could Cry.” All the legend’s expressiveness, sexuality, and melancholy are on full-throated display here. Listen and you will be forever changed.


BEFORE YOU DROP THE NEEDLE


Summer months are peak country music listening time in the United States. Kick off the season with a long Hank Williams weekend.



SIDE A





Sweet Daddy




Yodels and falsetto set to a rollicking beat were the key ingredients for Williams’s big hit, “Moanin’ the Blues” near the end of Side A. What’s sure is that you will not be moanin’ when you try this ginger-inflected sweet tea. It’s the perfect drink to accompany the sugary wails of the father of country music.
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