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Mary Seacole was a nurse. One day, 



she read about a war in the Crimea.


Many of the soldiers were sick or injured.


Mary wanted to help them.


“I know how to look after injured people,” 



Mary said.
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People told Mary that she was not needed, 



but this did not stop her. 



Mary paid to get a boat to the town of 


Balaklava, where the war was taking place. 


When she arrived, the town was cold, dirty, 


smelly and full of rats.
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Mary wanted to help the soldiers 



so she opened the British Hotel. 



Some soldiers had been injured in battle. 


Others were ill. All of them were cold and 


hungry. Mary saw a soldier with a bad leg. 


“I will put a bandage on your leg,” she said. 
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Then Mary handed out thick blankets, food, 


and clean, warm water. She made sure 


everyone had what they needed.


The soldiers called her ‘Mother Seacole’.















From the hotel, Mary could hear gunfire.
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