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How to use this Ebook


Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.





Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.





You can double tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.




Introduction


This book is a celebration of paper; a humble, yet incredibly versatile material that has been used both for creative and practical purposes over many centuries. It aims to explore the infinite ways paper can be crafted and manipulated to help you realize ideas and create stunning works of art. Papercraft is a broad area and encompasses a variety of techniques including traditional papercutting, quilling, sculpting and collage.


Many contemporary artists are drawn to paper for its simplicity, and challenge themselves to work creatively with both its limitations and strengths as a material. Some of the most talented artists and designers working with paper today have shared their processes and techniques in this book. The pages are filled with beautiful images, inspirational ideas and suggestions. Use these works as inspiration in order to explore the magical work of papercraft further within your own projects.
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A selection of Jessica Baldry’s papercuts





Everyday Life


INSPIRATION #1
[image: illustration]



Amy Mathers, based in Ireland, creates miniature paper sculptures of day-to-day items, which are influenced by her daily life experiences. The people she meets, places she visits and activities she tries all play a part in her work, and she finds endless motivation for these projects from talking to other creatives who are passionate about what they do. Mathers enjoys the problem-solving aspect of creating her pieces. She starts a project by considering what details she would like to highlight, the best way to make it and how simple or complex she would like the finished piece to look. Her work is recognizable because of her graphic, geometric style, and she enjoys pushing the boundaries with paper to achieve more complicated projects, while allowing her skills to develop as she learns different paper techniques.


Think about which aspects of your everyday life most inspire you and write down a list of these things. Try drawing an object you associate with a memory or experience, and experiment with cutting and folding techniques to pay homage to it in paper form.
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TOP LEFT:
Bicycle
BOTTOM LEFT:
The Family Campervan
RIGHT:
Tuk Tuk






3D Collage


MIXED MEDIA #1
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Collage is usually associated with flat 2D images composed from overlapping paper shapes. However, there is no reason why a collage cannot be a 3D image, and it doesn’t have to be restricted to paper. Mixed-media artist Anne ten Donkelaar, based in the Netherlands, creates fantastical artworks she describes as flower constructions. Her 3D collages are made from pressed flowers, cut-out floral prints and photographs. Each element is carefully placed on pins set at different heights to achieve depth, making the image appear to float. Donkelaar says they are ‘like a fantasy herbarium, filled with dried flowers or branches with irregular shapes, and some refer to planets’. Donkelaar’s idea emerged when she pinned real flowers and floral images onto a mood board created as inspiration for another project.


Create your own mixed-media collage by collecting materials, images and sketches related to a theme that inspires you. Cut out some shapes and experiment with different ways of layering and attaching the elements.
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ABOVE:
Flower construction #86
TOP RIGHT:
Flower construction #95
BOTTOM RIGHT:
Flower construction #89






Letterpress


TECHNIQUE #1
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Although technically considered a printmaking technique, letterpress printing involves texturing paper with low-relief impressions of inked raised surfaces: a printing press repeatedly compresses the paper against a bed of moveable printing plates. This 15th-century technique was the primary means of printing information until the 20th century, when it was replaced by offset printing techniques. In recent years, letterpress printing has undergone a revival among artisans, and today it is typically used by designers to embellish stationery and packaging with low-relief text and images.


El Calotipo Design & Printing Studio is a Spanish company specializing in letterpress, screen printing and stamping for packaging, stationery and editorial design. The examples of their work here show how they have applied unique, textured brand images to stationery, using the letterpress technique.


See if there is a letterpress workshop near you to explore this technique yourself. You could also purchase affordable desktop embossing machines and customized printing plates, which would allow you to achieve similar effects at home.
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TOP LEFT:
Villagomá Catering
TOP RIGHT:
Cousa Rica
BOTTOM:
El fotógrafo de Wedland






Self Expression


INSPIRATION #2
[image: illustration]



Challenging yourself to create something new daily is an incredible commitment, but can ultimately be very rewarding and help foster greater creativity.


Cristian Marianciuc, a paper artist from Romania, challenged himself to create a new origami paper crane every day. He records each one as a daily visual diary, and he aims to make a total of 1,000. Marianciuc views the creative process as a form of mindfulness and self expression, and says that, ‘Each crane represents the emotions, thoughts and experiences of the day in which it was created.’ Most start as simple, traditional origami cranes, then he adorns each differently, using a variety of materials and techniques, including papercutting intricate designs into the paper wings, or incorporating fresh flowers and other natural materials.


Set yourself a similar challenge and commit to practising a papercraft technique daily. Choose something that can be produced in many different ways so that you have the freedom to exercise and express your creativity.
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Decorated Crane 2






Exploring Texture


TECHNIQUE #2
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Based in the UK, Fiona Clabon’s colourful paper designs are created by hand through a unique process using textured paper collage. She enjoys creating bright, bold and cheerful illustrations, intended to add a little joy, fun and colour to the home. While printmaking at university, Clabon found she loved the colours and textures produced when she pressed a piece of paper down onto rolled-out printmaking ink. She creates her collage designs by cutting shapes from these textured papers and experimenting with composition by layering them up in different ways. She then scans them into the computer to make final adjustments using design software.


Take photographs of some textures that inspire you; they could be anything from rust on the side of a boat to peeling paint on an old door. Experiment with different combinations of materials and painting techniques to create textured marks on paper inspired by your images. Use these textured papers for your next project, perhaps a paper sculpture or collage.
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TOP:
Gardening
BOTTOM LEFT:
Song of the Sea
BOTTOM RIGHT:
Work in Progress






Forests


INSPIRATION #3
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There is something poetic about using paper to depict its own natural origin: trees. The intricacy that can be achieved with papercutting techniques really lends itself to exploring details and shapes of treetops silhouetted against the bright sky. Artist Gaby Studer, based in Schöfflisdorf, Switzerland, takes direct inspiration from the trees, forests and landscapes in her surroundings to create her papercuts. She works from sketches or photos, and each detail is meticulously cut out from black paper by hand, using scissors. The final results are incredibly striking.


To achieve a similar effect and pay homage to the beauty of trees, take your sketchbook or camera with you the next time you take a walk in a forest. Document interesting shapes or textures and really take notice of any contrast between tree branches and sky. Later, outline your sketch or photograph onto tracing paper, then scan into your computer and print so that you have a template to create your papercut from.
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Up






Lighting


APPLICATION #1
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