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Glossary





Get the most from this book



These revision notes will help you to revise for AQA’s GCSE (9–1) Religious Studies Specification B. Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding.


These revision notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. This book aims to give you the essentials that should serve as a reminder of what you will have covered in your course and allow you to bring together your own learning and understanding.


It is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. Tick each box in the contents page when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  checked your understanding



•  practised the exam questions





You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.


Features to help you succeed
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Key terms


Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear. Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Key quotes


It is crucial that you can write about religious teachings in your exam. Almost all the questions demand this. This book includes many teachings to use, but you should look to add your own too.
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Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are at the back of the book.
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Exam practice


Practice exam questions are provided for each topic, at the end of Component 1 and Component 2. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Online


Go online to find examiner-commentaries on sample Exam Practice questions, which will help you to assess your answers. You will find these at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes
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How the assessment works



In your course you will have studied two components. Each component is examined in one written exam, 1 hour and 45 minutes in length.


Component 1


Catholic Christianity, covering Catholic beliefs, teachings, practices, sources of authority and forms of expression in relation to six topics:





•  Creation



•  Incarnation



•  The Triune God



•  Redemption



•  Church



•  Eschatology.





Whether you studied Route A or Route B, you will need to revise all of the content for Component 1, Catholic Christianity.


You will have one exam paper for Component 1. This paper will be worth 96 marks (plus 5 marks for SPaG), and will count for 50% of your GCSE.


The exam will be set on four of the six topics, and you must answer all questions that are set. Each topic will be examined by one five-part question, made up of questions worth of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks.


Component 2


One other religion: Islam OR Judaism and Contemporary ethical issues through religious and non-religious perspectives OR St Mark’s Gospel.


If you have studied Route A, for Component 2 you will be required to answer questions on either Islam or Judaism, plus two ethical studies Themes (chosen from Themes A–C).





•  Theme A: Religion, relationships and families



•  Theme B: Religion, peace and conflict



•  Theme C: Religion, human rights and social justice.





If you have studied Route B, for Component 2 you will be required to answer questions on either Islam or Judaism, plus both textual studies themes (Themes D–E).





•  Theme D: St Mark’s Gospel – the life of Jesus



•  Theme E: St Mark’s Gospel as a source of spiritual truth.





This Revision Guide covers all of this content apart from Islam. Do not use the material on the Chapters that you did not study in class.


You will have one exam paper for Component 2. This paper will be worth 96 marks (plus 5 marks for SPaG), and will count for 50% of your GCSE.


Section A (Judaism or Islam) There will be two five-part questions per religion, made up of questions worth of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks. You must answer both questions on the religion that you have studied.


Section B (Themes) There will be one five-part question per theme, made up of questions worth of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks. You must answer one question on each of two themes that you have studied.





Introduction to key issues in the specification



Diversity of religion in Britain


The specification asks for an awareness of Catholic Christianity and different faiths and non-religious beliefs in contemporary British society.


The main religious tradition of Britain is Christianity, which you have studied in depth. You need to also be aware that religious traditions in Great Britain are diverse, and include Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and other religious and non-religious beliefs such as atheism and humanism. Although parts of the syllabus focus mainly on Catholic Christianity or Judaism as living faiths, mention should sometimes be made of the beliefs of others.


Diversity within Christianity


There can be diverse views within a faith. For example, with views of authority in the Church, Catholic and Protestant Christians will disagree: the Pope is the head of the Catholic Church but his authority is not recognised by Protestant churches. Another example would be attitude to homosexuality and though tolerance for all is taught by all Christian traditions as individuals, views differ on the morality of sexual relationships.


Foundations of Catholic Christianity


The Catholic faith is based upon three sources of authority: Scripture, Tradition and Magisterium.





•  Scripture looks at the Old and New Testaments as a foundational set of texts, the New Testament originating from some of the Apostles and their followers, many of whom had been with Christ and knew his teaching. Scripture for Catholics conveys the Word of God.



•  When the Church speaks of Tradition it means content that derives ultimately from Christ and the Apostles; material that was not explicitly in Scripture but is in accord with it. Thus the Church describes a single source of the Word of God, but two streams that convey it, Scripture and Tradition.



•  Magisterium comes from the Latin ‘Magister’ or ‘Teacher’. In the magisterium, the bishops, along with the Pope, guard Tradition and its development and application in modern times. They seek to keep faithful to what the Church has received from Christ and the first Christians, and to be respectful and faithful to what their forebears have stated.





Religious teachings


Key quotes are included throughout this Revision Guide. These come from Scripture, from the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and sometimes from other relevant sources, such as the writings of the saints.


The Catechism of the Catholic Church is a collection of sections covering all aspects of the Catholic faith. Abridged versions of this are available such as ‘A Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church’ and ‘YouCat’, aimed at youth. The faith is set out in the Catechism in four sections:





•  The Profession of Faith (looking at the Apostles Creed)



•  The Celebration of the Christian Mystery (Liturgy and the sacraments)



•  Life in Christ (covering morality and the Ten Commandments)



•  Christian Prayer (including the Lord’s Prayer)








Creation



Forms of expression – art


Michelangelo’s The Creation of Adam



The Creation of Adam is painted on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in Rome. It depicts God as an old man in the sky, carried by angels, reaching out and touching the finger of Adam, who rests upon solid ground. It reflects Catholic beliefs about God and Creation in the following ways:





•  The Catholic belief that human beings are dependent upon God as their Creator for the gift of life; the divine touch brings Adam to life.



•  Human beings are in the image of God, unlike other animals.



•  The creation of all living things and the world is seen as good and important by the Creator; Adam is pictured as beautiful.



•  God is high above Adam suggesting greater power, significance and mystery.



•  There is a hint of mystery as God is surrounded by what appears to be a brain-shaped shroud. The artist was trying to show that we are limited in how we understand God because we tend to picture God in human terms.



•  Picturing God as an old man suggests wisdom and age, i.e. eternity.





Controversial aspects





•  Adam and God are pictured as the same size. This could give the impression that human beings are as important as God.



•  God is a mystery and Spirit, invisible and with no physical form in Christian belief. God is omnipresent, everywhere at once, and not a single thing or shape. This is only a symbolic picture, and picturing God in human images is known as anthropomorphism.






Other Christian art that expresses belief in Creation


Other examples of the creation of Adam and Eve are frequent in Christian art, such as stained-glass windows. An example is found in the Cathedral of St Michael and St Gudula in Brussels, Belgium. It was designed by Jean-Baptiste Capronnier and shows God as an old man, but this time slightly bigger than Adam and Eve. He raises his hand and one finger in blessing and creative power.


Modern paintings are more symbolic such as From the heart of God has sprung all that exists by Elizabeth Wang. This shows three interlinked persons, almost formless, surrounding the earth with sacred flames. This painting reflects Catholic beliefs about God and creation in a different way from Michelangelo’s The Creation of Adam:





•  The great size of God compared to the world reflects belief in the superiority and greatness of God over his creation.



•  The descending hand symbolises God coming into the world in revelation, but being largely hidden. This reflects the Catholic belief that God is mysterious and beyond human understanding.



•  The abstract, modern style of Elizabeth Wang reflects the sense of mystery and that God, as our creator, is beyond our understanding.
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Now test yourself





1  How does Michelangelo show that God is a mystery in his painting The Creation of Adam?



2  How does Michelangelo show that human beings have dignity and are more special than other living creatures?



3  From the heart of God has sprung all that exists by Elizabeth Wang has a very different way of exploring the idea of God as creator. How does it show this?



4  How is anthropomorphism shown in Michelangelo’s The Creation of Adam, and how is this rejected in Elizabeth Wang’s From the heart of God has sprung all that exists?





[image: ]





Beliefs and teachings


Creation and the nature of God in Genesis 1 and 2


There are two versions of the creation story in the opening chapters of the Bible. The first, Genesis 1, is a poem imagining the creation happening in seven stages or ‘days’ (often interpreted as ‘periods of time’). This teaches that:





•  God is the Creator, as all things and life come from him. They did not just happen by random chance and the world is formed by an intelligence and has order.



•  God creates through his Word.



•  God is omnipotent – God is the ultimate power behind everything.



•  God is transcendent – God is beyond the physical universe and a mystery beyond our understanding.





Genesis 2 is more of a parable, using symbols and myths. Catholics see this as not literally true, but as spiritually true. Compare the famous story of ‘The Tortoise and the Hare’; this is not literally true but is has a true message. Genesis 2 teaches:





•  God is the Creator and takes time to create Adam as a special type of being, of the earth and yet different from other animals.



•  God is the giver of all life and gives free will to human beings.





Human beings made in the image of God


In Genesis 1, human beings are made at the end of the stages of Creation. They are the pinnacle of creation.





•  They are made in God’s image and likeness.



•  Being made in the image of God means they have reason, free will, a moral sense, a spiritual sense and are creative. It does not mean that humans literally look like God, in a physical sense; they are like God ‘inside’.



•  If every human being bears the image of God, all are equal and to be respected and valued regardless of race, age or situation. This is why Catholics support human rights.







[image: ]


So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27)
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In Genesis 2, the first human is named Adam (meaning ‘of the earth’).





•  Adam is made of the dust of the earth and receives the breath of life from God.



•  Adam is greater than the animals who are made after him, and they are not on his level.



•  Adam names the animals, showing his power to look after the world.



•  Eve is created from Adam to be an equal companion after the animals are not sufficient. Men and women are made of the same material things and are equal in dignity.



•  Adam and Eve are given free will.



•  Adam and Eve were blessed with the Garden and the possibility of eating from the Tree of Life; God is benevolent.



•  Adam and Eve are given the responsibility of looking after the earth.





The influence of this on Catholic views


The belief that humans are made in the image of God influences views about free will, stewardship, the dignity of human beings, and the sanctity of life:





•  Free will is the ability to choose our actions and between right and wrong. No one should be forced to believe or do anything against their conscience.



•  Stewardship means that human beings have been entrusted with the care of the earth, looking after it for God. They have been given power to subdue nature, but sadly, this can mean that they abuse it, too.



•  As humans are made in the image of God, all human beings are created equal with the same rights; they all have dignity. Human relationships are important morally and spiritually, this is shown by God creating Eve for Adam.



•  Sanctity of life means that each human life is special, unique and sacred because it is a gift from God. Catholics believe that life, from conception to death, should be valued and protected.
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Every person, from the first moment of his life in the womb, has an inviolable dignity, because from all eternity God willed, loved, created and redeemed that person and destined him for eternal happiness. (YouCat, page 280)
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Now test yourself





1  How does the account of creation in Genesis chapter 1 show that God is transcendent?



2  How does Genesis 2 show that human beings are special?



3  What responsibility is given to humanity in the creation stories?



4  What four points does the Catholic Church learn from the Genesis stories of creation?
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Sources of authority



Origin and structure of the Bible


The Bible is a collection of books. The word ‘bible’ comes from the Greek biblia meaning ‘the books’. These would have each been written on individual scrolls at first. The Bible came together over many years:





•  oral – the stories, sayings and laws would have been passed on for many years through spoken words, poems and songs



•  written – the stories were gradually written down. This would have been at least from 1,000 BCE onwards



•  collected – the different scrolls were collected together by the early Church and the collection of books that make up the Bible was finally settled by Pope Damascus in 382 CE. This agreed content of the Bible recognised by the Catholic Church is known as the agreed ‘canon’ or rule of contents.





The Bible contains different types of literature such as laws, stories, history, sayings, prayers, poems and songs of praise.


The Old and New Testaments


There are two main parts to the Bible. The Old Testament is the story of the Jewish people and their hope of the Messiah to come. This is made up of:





•  the Torah (Law) – the first five books



•  History – stories of the people of Israel



•  Wisdom – prayers, psalms of praise, wise sayings



•  Prophecy – the words of inspired men (prophets) who brought messages from God.





The New Testament is based upon the life of Jesus, the Apostles and their teachings. The New Testament is made up of:





•  the Gospels – the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John contain the ‘good news’ about Jesus. Seen as the most important of the books



•  Acts of the Apostles – some stories of the early Church



•  Epistles (letters) – written by Saints Paul, Peter and John



•  Revelation – a symbolic book teaching about the end of time and the return of Christ.





These books were selected from other early Christian books because they were based upon the work of the Apostles or their disciples. They were all written before the end of the first century. They agreed with the main Christian teachings and were respected by all Christians. Other books were rejected.


Inspiration of the Bible as the revealed Word of God


The ‘Word of God’ refers to God’s message; God acting in the world. The Bible did not fall from heaven nor was it discovered whole and complete. It was written down over more than a thousand years by many people.


Christians believe that the writers of the Bible were inspired by God. ‘Inspire’ comes from the Latin word meaning ‘breathe into’. According to Genesis, God breathed life into creation. They believe that God called, guided and inspired various people down the ages to say something important, including the Bible writers. They were inspired but used their own words to express this. It was not magic; they were not in a trance writing automatically. They prayed and thought about what they wrote.


The Prophets, for example, spoke a message that was either for their day (‘forthtelling’) or for the future (‘foretelling’). They mainly spoke for their day. The Word of God was seen to come to them in these two ways.


The Gospels say that Jesus is the Word made flesh, the fullest revelation of God possible to humanity in this world.



The Genesis creation accounts


The Bible contains many different types of writing. The stories of creation in Genesis 1 and 2 are an example. Scholars debate when the two stories were written down, many thinking that Genesis 1 came from about 400 BCE and Genesis 2 from about 900 BCE, though oral versions of these might have been around for a long time before.


Different Christian denominations interpret the Genesis stories in different ways. Catholics believe:





•  that they are not to be read literally as historically or scientifically accurate accounts of creation



•  that they are ideas about the origin of the world using poetry, symbols and mythology. They contain truths that are morally and spiritually true for all time. The Genesis stories are about beginnings and meanings. They tell why the world was made, and not how



•  that they can therefore believe in both the Genesis creation accounts and scientific explanations of creation (evolution/the big bang).





However, fundamentalist Christians take the Genesis stories literally, arguing that scientists are wrong and that we have to take everything in the Bible at face value. Catholics believe that this is what is known as a ‘category mistake’.
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Since God speaks in Sacred Scripture through men in human fashion, the interpreter of Sacred Scripture […] should carefully investigate what meaning the sacred writers really intended and what God wanted to manifest by means of their words.
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Natural law


Catholics believe that all of the universe was created by God and that everything God created was good. As humans were created by God, Catholics believe that we all have an inbuilt sense of what is morally right and wrong and they call this ‘natural law’. A basic rule is ‘do good and avoid evil’, and humans know what is good and evil and they can work this out with their own reason rather than having to be told.


Catholics believe in the ‘sanctity of life’ – that because all humans are made by God, in his image human life is sacred. Natural law says that because human life is sacred, it should be preserved. So Catholics would be against procedures such as abortion and euthanasia because they end life.


Science and religion


The Church has always been involved in scientific observations and theories. The friar Roger Bacon developed what we know as the scientific method of experiments and observation. The friar Gregor Mendel developed the idea of genetics. Friar George’s Lemaitre first thought up the idea of the big bang.


However, lots of people view science and religion as incompatible. One of the documents produced by the Second Vatican Council (1962–65) was Gaudium et Spes, which looked at the relationship between the Catholic Church and the modern world, including its relationship with science.


Gaudium et Spes encouraged the link between science and faith, saying that scientific investigation done properly doesn’t conflict with faith. It is a way of helping people understand more about what God created. However, it should be remembered that all of creation is dependent upon God.
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Now test yourself





1  How was the Bible involved in oral, written and collected activities?



2  List the different types of writing found in the Bible.



3  What are the four sections of the New Testament?



4  What is meant by the sanctity of life?



5  Give two examples of how the Catholic Church sees no contradiction between science and faith.
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Practices


Care of the environment and love of your neighbour


The environment is part of God’s creation, which is a gift of love. Human beings are asked to care for it. Everything is connected; we depend upon the earth and its resources to live. Not caring properly for the environment affects other people, particularly the poorest, as climate change affects crops and can cause drought, and pollution spoils water supplies.


‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ (Leviticus 19:18) was an Old Testament command. Jesus also taught that this is the greatest commandment in Mark 12:29–31; this is to love God and your neighbour. The parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25–37) also emphasises this, reminding people that everyone is our neighbour regardless of race or religion.


People are also asked to be neighbourly to the environment, respecting God’s world and respecting others who rely upon it; everything is connected.
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Jesus answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” The second is this, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.’ (Mark 12:29–31)
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Stewardship


As seen in the Genesis stories, humans are asked to be stewards of the earth, to look after its resources. They are empowered to do so as they are in the image of God, with free will, reason, morality and creativity.


Pope Francis said, ‘A fragile world, entrusted by God to human care, challenges us to devise ways of directing, developing and limiting our power.’ (Laudato Si 78). The Church, following the Bible, teaches that human beings have power over the earth and we need to use it responsibly, caring for the environment, for each other and using technology wisely and not greedily.


Catholics should be concerned to take action where they can:


Locally





•  Save energy in the home.



•  Use sustainable energy such as solar power.



•  Use public transport or cycle sometimes.



•  Recycle goods and reuse where possible.



•  Avoid using things such as plastic bags where possible.



•  Eat less meat for health reasons and to allow more investment in grains and vegetable production.





Nationally





•  Write to MPs and the Prime Minister to encourage less pollution and more sustainable energy.



•  Support products from environmentally friendly producers.



•  Campaign to get companies to use more environmentally friendly procedures.





Globally





•  Campaign for governments to implement agreements such as Rio+20 (the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development).



•  Support groups such as CAFOD and their environmental campaigns.



•  Support wildlife charities and campaign against abuse.





CAFOD and sustainability


Sustainability means to care for the earth and not use up its natural resources. It means preserving the environment for others and future generations. Pope Francis teaches in Laudato Si 92–93 that justice and peace issues cannot be separated from care of the environment because environmental issues affect the poor and their way of life.


CAFOD (The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development) is a charity that seeks to work with the poor and to help the environment. They encourage better local farming methods, cleaner water supplies and cleaner, more efficient energy. For example, in Uganda, the villagers of Nakambi have been taught how to build wood-burning stoves that use fewer logs and that produce less smoke. The air is cleaner and fewer trees are cut down. They also sell these stoves at the local market to make an income.


This is a way of recognising the goodness of God’s creation. It is not to be destroyed and wasted.
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Now test yourself





1  What does Leviticus 19:18 say?



2  What is the greatest commandment in Mark 12:29–31?



3  How does care of the environment link with care of neighbour?



4  What is sustainability?



5  What is meant by stewardship of the earth in Genesis?
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Incarnation



Forms of expression – symbol and incarnation


Key Christian symbols


Human beings often express thoughts and feelings in pictures or symbols. Christianity has a number of symbols to express belief in the incarnation (God becoming man in Jesus). These are some examples, and they are all monograms – images made up of letters.





•  ICTHUS – this symbol forms the outline of a fish, and the word icthus means ‘fish’ in Greek. The letters come from the statement: ‘Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour’ (in Greek this is Iesous Christos, Theou (H)uios, Soter). This symbolises belief in the incarnation because Jesus Christ is both son of God (the divine second person of the Trinity) and saviour (God incarnate in a man who died on the cross.).



•  Alpha and omega – these are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. Jesus called himself the ‘Alpha and the Omega’ in Revelation 1:8. This means that he was and is and will be forever. It symbolises Jesus’ divinity – the fact that he is God.



•  Chi-Rho – This is made up of the first two letters of ‘Christ’ in Greek. ‘Christ’ is a Greek translation of the Hebrew ‘messiah’ which means coming king and redeemer of the world. Old copies of the Gospels, such as the Lindisfarne Gospels, used this symbol alongside images of the birth of Jesus.





The incarnation and Catholic views about art and imagery


Christians in general have been largely happy with the use of religious images. This is not the case in some other religions, for example Judaism and Islam do not allow images of God in case the images are worshipped instead of God. Christians, sometimes, have followed this idea. The iconoclasts in the eighth and ninth centuries CE removed mosaics and icons of Christ and the saints, sometimes replacing these with an image of a simple cross. Christians at the time of the Reformation who followed Protestant views also rejected images, often destroying statues or whitewashing walls where paintings of Christ and the saints were depicted.


However, Catholics believe that because of the incarnation, religious art is acceptable. They believe that because the invisible, transcendent God made himself known and visible in human form in Jesus, then it is perfectly acceptable to have images of Christ and the saints. These are human beings and not the mysterious, unseen God himself. This was the argument put forward by St John of Damascus at the time of the iconoclasts.


However, images are not worshipped themselves; only God is worshipped. Images are respected and honoured. They help people to focus and pray or meditate as blessed objects, sacred signs and visual aids.
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Very rightly the fine arts are considered to rank among the noblest activities of man’s genius, and this applies especially to religious art and to its highest achievement, which is sacred art. (Sacrosanctumconcilium 122)
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Sculptures and statues


Catholic religious art also allows three-dimensional images (i.e. statues and sculptures), whereas the Eastern Churches only allows two-dimensional paintings. Two common statues are ones of the Sacred Heart and of Christ on the cross (a crucifix):





•  The Sacred Heart is a statue of Jesus and a symbol of the eternal love of God as revealed by Jesus. Jesus points to his heart, which is wounded by thorns, and fire rises and burns from within it. It is not meant to be taken literally:







    •  the heart represents love


    •  the thorns show that Jesus suffered for humanity


    •  the fire shows the everlasting love and presence of God.








•  The crucifix showing Jesus hanging on the cross reminds Catholics of his death and sacrifice. It reminds Catholics of his forgiveness of sins, of his love for all, even though he was cruelly treated and rejected.





Different Christian views on sculptures and images of Jesus


Protestant Christians tend to think that there is a danger that having images and sculptures of Jesus leads people to be superstitious and to worship them as idols.





•  They might find the Sacred Heart rather upsetting and violent, taking it too literally, rather than as an image of the love of God.



•  They may react to the crucifix by arguing that Christ is risen and not still on the cross. This is to misunderstand the symbolism, and they themselves will have readings, poems and hymns that speak of Jesus on the cross.
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Whoever venerates an image venerates the person portrayed in it. The honour paid to sacred images is a ‘respectful veneration’ not the adoration due to God alone. (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2132)
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Now test yourself





1  What does the ICHTHUS symbol stand for?



2  What does the alpha and the omega symbol show about Catholic belief in the incarnation?



3  What is the meaning of images of the Sacred Heart? Why do some Christians find this difficult?



4  What does the crucifix remind people of, and why are some Christians opposed to using it?
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Beliefs and teachings


Jesus as the incarnate Son


Incarnation literally means ‘made flesh’ and refers to God becoming human as Jesus.


Jesus is shown to be God incarnate in various ways in the Scriptures. St Luke and St Matthew’s gospels describe the ‘annunciation’ which was when Mary was told by the angel Gabriel that despite being a virgin she would give birth to a baby who would be the son of God.


Luke 1:26–38 tells the story from Mary’s point of view. He begins with the Annunciation as the angel greets Mary and the Holy Spirit comes upon her. She is obedient and the child she will have is to be the Son of God.


Matthew 1:18–24 tells the story of the birth and is told from Joseph’s (Mary’s husband) viewpoint. He was afraid and wanted to divorce Mary secretly, for a pregnancy outside of marriage was a scandal that could have you stoned. An angel tells him it is God’s doing in a dream. Matthew refers to the prophecy ‘a young woman shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.’ (Isaiah 7:14)


Jesus as the divine Word


John’s gospel starts with a description of the Word of God.
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. […]


And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. (John 1:1 and 1:14)
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Catholics believe that the Word of God refers to Jesus and the passage from John’s gospel:





•  Shows Jesus, as the eternal Son, has existed along with God for all time: ‘In the beginning was the Word.’



•  Distinguishes between God as Father and Jesus as the eternal Son: ‘The Word was with God.’



•  Shows that Jesus was divine: ‘the Word was God.’



•  Shows that Jesus lived as a human on earth: ‘The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.’





The Gospel of Mark describes Jesus revealing that he was the son of God through the miracles he performed and his teaching.


Jesus as fully human and divine


Jesus was not a demigod; half human and half God. Nor was he God appearing as a man in disguise, or as a man inspired by God. He was both fully God and fully man at the same time.


Somehow there was a joining of the human and the divine in Jesus, like two sides of a coin that cannot be separated.


Son of Man


Jesus is seen as fully human in the Gospels as he eats and drinks, he wept when Lazarus died, was troubled and he suffered on the cross.


Jesus is recorded in the Gospels as referring to himself as ‘the Son of Man’.
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And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things […] (Mark 8:31)
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This could have different meanings:





•  That he was an ordinary human being who suffered the same suffering and joy as any other human.



•  That he is a divine figure who had control over the whole world.





Son of God


The Gospels describe the miracle of the virgin birth, other miracles performed by Jesus and Jesus’ resurrection and ascension. All of which indicate he was fully God as well as fully man.


The Gospel of Mark describes how after his arrest Jesus is asked by the High Priest ‘Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?’ Jesus replies that he is.


‘Son of God’ was a term that had been used in the Old Testament to refer to holy or saintly people, but Catholics believe that when the term is used for Jesus it means that Jesus was God incarnate. He is seen as the most holy man, and the fullest revelation of God in a human life.


To refer to Jesus as Son of God is about God becoming incarnate, taking flesh as a human being. It was the eternal Son, the second person of the Trinity, who became incarnate. He was sent by the Father through the power of the Holy Spirit, to take on human nature for our salvation. The incarnation therefore leads us back to the Holy Trinity. The language of the Holy Trinity uses analogies of human nature and relationships to describe God’s actual, mysterious nature, which is beyond our fullest abilities to understand. Catholics (and all Christians) see Jesus as fully human and fully God. There is that which is earthly and that which is divine, united in Christ.


Christians have often spoken of Jesus as ‘Son of God’ and ‘Son of Man’, referring to the divine and human natures of Jesus. ‘Son of Man’ has richer meanings in the Scriptures, though.
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Now test yourself





1  What does the beginning of John’s gospel teach about Jesus?



2  What is meant by ‘Son of God’?



3  What is meant by ‘Son of Man’?



4  Give one way in which the gospels show that Jesus shows that he was fully human.



5  Give one way in which the gospels show that Jesus shows that he was fully divine.
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Sources of authority


Jesus as the fulfilment of the law


The Old Testament describes how God gave Moses rules that people should live by including the Ten Commandments. This is what is meant by Old Testament Law. However, the Jewish people did not always live by law.


Jesus is seen as fulfilling the Old Testament Law, because he is God made man and the perfect human being (because of the incarnation). He says:


‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them.’


Jesus models the Christian virtues of faith, hope and love, helping the poor, weak and the sick.


He also gives definitive moral teachings about how people should live, in the Beatitudes and in his parables.





•  The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1–12) – these nine sayings, are part of the Sermon on the Mount and sum up the Christian lifestyle as taught by Jesus. Jesus tells people to remember the weak, the poor, have mercy, make peace and bless someone if they persecute you (‘beatitude’ comes from the Latin beatus to be blessed or happy). Jesus invites his followers to seek the kingdom of God and to begin to put themselves into it spiritually by changing their attitudes.



•  The Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25:31–46) this parable imagines God as a shepherd sorting out his sheep from the goats and is about how people should respond to those in need. The sheep represent people who have cared for others, and helped their neighbours, these are the people who will go to heaven. Jesus teaches that he is to be found in those who suffer and are poor and in prison.





The actions praised in the parable of the Sheep and Goats above are similar to the teaching of the Catholic Church about how people should respond to those in need:





•  feeding the hungry



•  giving drink to the thirsty



•  welcoming strangers



•  giving clothes to those who have none



•  visiting the sick



•  visiting those in prison



•  burying the dead if people die a long way from home and any civilisation.
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Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.


Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.


Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.


Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.


Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.


Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.


Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so men persecuted the prophets who were before you. (Matthew 5:1–12)
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Tradition


Many early Christian writers, called the Church Fathers, wrote about the incarnation. St Irenaeus of Lugdunum (Lyon, France) wrote Against the Heresies (Adversus Haereses) in the second century CE. The following extract is from Book 4, Chapter 20, Section 7.
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Magisterium


In the history of Christianity various beliefs have been held about Jesus including:





•  that he was half man, half God



•  that he was simply a very holy and spiritual man



•  that he wasn’t really flesh and blood but only an appearance of God.





However, the Catholic Church believes that these are incorrect and that Jesus was both fully human and fully divine.


Two recent documents sum up Church teaching about the incarnation.





•  Dei Verbum (‘God’s Word’) – a document published in 1965 from Vatican II: ‘For he sent his Son, the eternal Word, who enlightens all men, so that He might dwell among men and tell them of the innermost being of God […] Jesus Christ, therefore, the Word made flesh, was sent as “a man to men”.’ This explains that Jesus becoming a man was the only way for humans to truly understand God.



•  Verbum Domini (‘The Word of the Lord’) – a document written by Pope Benedict XVI in 2010: ‘The Son himself is the Word, the Logos: the eternal word became small – small enough to fit into the manger. He became a child, so that the word could be grasped by us. Now the word is not simply audible; not only does it have a voice, now the word has a face, one that we can see: that of Jesus of Nazareth.’ This explains that Jesus’ incarnation made God visible to us on earth.
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