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Foreword


BY SHARON LECHTER

When it comes to money, I have found that the most important difference between the rich and the poor is found in their mindsets. In fact, I would say that your mindset may be more important than your bank account as a measure of your financial future. A rich person with a poor mindset will most likely lose his or her wealth. In contrast, many people who are wealthy today started out very poor, with nothing in material wealth, but they had the desire to become rich and trained themselves to have a rich mindset. With a rich mindset, they know that even if they have financial setbacks they can and will regain their wealth. They understand the importance of entrepreneurship.

You are holding a book that can give you a considerable advantage in your journey to becoming a successful entrepreneur. The ideas that Keith presents here are powerful and practical. He shares some fresh insights and perspectives from his own life experiences that are congruent with the messages that I have been teaching throughout my life.

It was Napoleon Hill, author of Think and Grow Rich, who said, “Whatever the mind can conceive and believe, it can achieve. Man, alone, has the power to transform his thoughts into physical reality; man, alone, can dream and make his dreams come true.” But Hill also knew that this power of the mind is strengthened best by learning from adversity and overcoming fear. I have had the honor to work with the Napoleon Hill Foundation in my latest books, Three Feet from Gold and Outwitting the Devil, both of which share how to discover your own Personal Success Equation, turn your fear into faith, and achieve the success you deserve.

In this book, Keith highlights and specifically addresses the differences in mindset that allow an entrepreneur to create success, both financially and personally. Whether you are an aspiring entrepreneur or already have a thriving business, these distinctions will help you create success and fulfillment on your journey. If you are an employee, these secrets can help you to think and act more like an entrepreneur and become more valuable to your company. You will also benefit from Keith’s advice on powerful ways to work with people. Successful entrepreneurs understand that all business is about people and learning how to relate and communicate well with people is a very necessary skill to develop.

These secrets may offer you an advantage in your professional life, and may also reveal great ideas on how to improve your personal life. A true entrepreneur adds value to the world and in doing so creates a successful business. Along the way this same entrepreneur will find equal or greater rewards in his or her personal life. The secrets in this book will empower you to improve every area of your life.

Keith has a gift in being able to connect and communicate with people in ways that inspire them to believe in themselves and encourage them to take action. As you read this book you will experience that gift. We hope it will give you a clearer vision for your own life and a better understanding of how to achieve the success and freedom you deserve.

May you be blessed with success, Sharon Lechter

Along with being a bestselling author, SHARON LECHTER is a CPA, entrepreneur, international speaker, and proud mother and grandmother. She is also a national spokesperson for the AICPA for financial literacy and was a member of the first President’s Advisory Council on Financial Literacy and founder of Pay Your Family First. Her latest books released in cooperation with the Napoleon Hill Foundation include Three Feet from Gold and Outwitting the Devil. Also available is her award-winning, money-and-life reality-based board game, “ThriveTime for Teens.” She is also the co-author of the international bestselling book Rich Dad, Poor Dad.



Preface


Since writing The Top 10 Habits of Millionaires, I have continued to learn some valuable lessons about business and life. So I wrote this book because I wanted to share some of the fresh insights and perspectives I have gained over the last few years. This book reveals more personal stories of my successes and failures that have not been in my previous books.

I have been an entrepreneur for the last two decades and have experienced some great successes. I have also had some experiences that seemed like terrible failures at the time, but the lessons I learned from these failures transformed them into successes, and led me to more success. The lessons you can learn from your own failures are extremely valuable. As long as you are willing to embrace your experiences by taking full responsibility for them, your mistakes and failures will become some of the most powerfully enlightening experiences of your life.

The knowledge you have gained from your own past is the power you need to create your future. However, you will not learn from your past failures if you blame others for or complain about them, or try to justify why you didn’t succeed. In order to become a successful entrepreneur you must keep moving forward toward the future you desire. Blaming, complaining, and attempting to justify keep you stuck in the past. One of the secrets in this book includes a personal story of the largest business failure I have ever experienced and the important lessons I learned from it. I share it because I believe that if you want to impress someone you tell them of your successes, but if you want to impact someone you tell them of your failures. I wrote this book because I want to impact you.

There are three other reasons why I wrote this book and am now developing this series: responsibility, purpose, and legacy. I believe we all have a responsibility to share those things that produce positive results in our lives. I experience a strong sense of purpose each time I teach these secrets at various venues around the world. And I see these books as part of my legacy, especially to my own children. Some of my favorite books are more than one hundred years old. It’s fascinating to think that someone may be reading, enjoying, and benefiting from this book a hundred years from now. I strongly believe that these distinctions between entrepreneurs and employees are timeless. They are just as relevant today as they were one hundred years ago and will be just as relevant one hundred years from now. Read, enjoy, and benefit from these secrets. You can become a successful entrepreneur.



SECRET
10


Entrepreneurs educate themselves more than they entertain themselves.

Employees entertain themselves more than they educate themselves.

The best education entrepreneurs can receive comes from experience. Experience is the schooling for successful entrepreneurs. It provides a curriculum unlike anything the traditional school system can even begin to comprehend. Experience teaches people how to continually educate themselves, how to have an empowering perspective of failure, how to find solutions, how to know a little about a lot, how to praise and correct others, how to say “the buck stops here,” how to build wealth, how to look into the future, and how to take risks because of faith.

The teachers in the school of experience want to see their students succeed, so they offer no shortcuts. Some of the teachers in the school of experience are called Failure, Rejection, Loss, Attitude, Mind-set, Forgiveness, Perseverance, Poverty, Prosperity. Experience will not allow students to drop a course just because it gets difficult. If a student does quit a class before it’s finished, that student must go back to the class and pass the test before they can attend the graduation ceremony called Success. Each of the Secrets in this little book is one of the most important lessons that the school of experience teaches entrepreneurs.

The traditional school system in the corporate world teaches people to be employees, not entrepreneurs. The traditional school system is called The Status Quo. It trains and conditions people to think about money and success from a very limited perspective. It does this by telling them what they have to learn and requiring that they obey the rules without question. In the school of experience, entrepreneurs choose what they want to learn about and they can ask any question they choose to without fear of being reprimanded or disciplined. Successful entrepreneurs ask themselves what they would really like to do with their lives, and then they ask others the questions that give them the answers to how to be successful at their chosen field of interest. The traditional school system does not teach people to think about being a successful entrepreneur. Sure, elementary school teachers may ask kids what they want to be when they grow up but the answers are related to being an employee, because that’s what they are taught. Most kids say they want to be a police officer, firefighter, pilot, teacher, doctor, veterinarian, athlete. And most of the answers they give are usually, not always, geared toward being an employee. These kids are also told they must go to college if they want to get a good job.
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