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  Context


  J. D. (Jerome David) Salinger was born in New York City on January 1, 1919. He published his most famous work, The Catcher in the Rye, in 1951. After that, he never wrote another novel but focused his work primarily on a family that he created: the Glasses, composed of the parents, Les and Bessie, and the children, Seymour, Buddy, Boo Boo, Walter, Waker, Zooey, and Franny. As children and adolescents, all of the siblings performed on a radio talk show for children called "It's a Wise Child." But most of the stories deal with the adult lives of the children.


  The stories about the Glasses were published almost exclusively in the New Yorker magazine. The Glasses, and J. D. Salinger, were extremely popular. Many people attribute this popularity to the fact that the Glass stories were all about one family. The idea of family and domesticity was often explored in 1950s literature. Some critics argue also that the general interest in fame and the effects of celebrity caused these stories to interest so many people. Or perhaps it was just Salinger's dry wit and attention to detail. Whatever the cause, these stories caused a sensation when they were published.


  These texts, though so popularly successful, are sharp social criticism. Many of the things that J. D. Salinger attacks in his fiction were prominent features of postwar society. For example, the 1950s are notorious for being an age of conformity and of blind acceptance of the work of intellectuals. Salinger's Glass family stories, as well as his other works, specifically mock these two trends. Furthermore, in that period, an age of the Cold War with the Soviet Union, extreme patriotism, and general unreserved support of Western culture, Salinger drew inspiration and values from Eastern philosophy and Russian folk tales. Despite these potentially controversial elements, Franny and Zooey, published in book form in 1961, was an instant bestseller.


  Summary


  Franny and Zooey is composed of two sections, which were originally published in the New Yorker magazine as two separate short stories. The first story or section, "Franny," was published in the New Yorker in January 1955. In "Franny," Franny Glass meets her boyfriend Lane Coutell for a football weekend at his college. They do not get to join many of the festivities, though, because during their first lunch together, Franny begins to have a breakdown. She tells Lane that she is sick of the phoniness at school and of the egotism of the faculty. She has quit the play she was in because she is embarrassed about what she feels to be acting fake. As she gets worked up, she reveals that she has become interested in the "Jesus prayer," a continuous prayer meant to cleanse one's spirit. Lane mostly brushes off Franny's concerns until she faints on the way to the bathroom. As he is helping to revive her, she begins to speak the prayer.


  "Zooey" basically picks up where "Franny" left off. First, though, the narrator names himself. The man claiming to be the author of the story is Buddy Glass, one of Franny and Zooey's older brothers. The story resumes. It is the Monday after the weekend Franny's breakdown started, and Zooey is at home in New York City. In his conversation with his mother, Bessie Glass, it is revealed that Franny is now at home, sleeping and crying on the living room sofa. Bessie wants Zooey to talk to Franny, which he eventually does. The two of them have a long theological and personal discussion. We learn that the two of them have basically been raised on a blend of different religions, taught to them by their older brothers Buddy and Seymour. Over the course of this long discussion, Zooey helps Franny sort out her spiritual and personal beliefs, allowing her, by the end, to find peace.


  Characters


  
    Franny Glass - The protagonist of the "Franny" section; Franny, a 20-year-old college student who is in the midst of a breakdown, is the youngest child in the Glass clan. She is an actress and an English major, but she has become disenchanted with college, socially and academically. She is dating Lane Coutell.

  


  
    Zooey Glass - The protagonist of the "Zooey" section; Zooey, age 25, helps his sister, Franny, through her spiritual breakdown. He is a television actor and is the best-looking member of the Glass clan, according to their brother Buddy.
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