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CHAPTER ONE

A Golden Visitor

“Let’s fill it up!” said Lily Hart. She aimed the hose towards the big hole that was going to be a new pond.

Lily and her best friend, Jess Forester, were in the Harts’ garden. Nearby was the Helping Paw Wildlife Hospital, which Lily’s parents ran in a barn behind their cottage. The new pond was for the poorly ducklings who were staying there. The girls were sure that other creatures would use it, too – goslings, frogs, dragonflies and newts. All were welcome!

Lily held the hose ready as Jess crunched through crisp autumn leaves to turn on the garden tap. Water spurted out of the end of the hose and started to fill the pond.
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“Quack! Quack! Quack!”

Three fluffy yellow ducklings waddled towards the pond. Lily wiggled the hose, splashing them a little. They quacked and flapped, enjoying their shower in the warm sunshine!

“Our first visitors!” said Jess with a laugh, as she hurried back to Lily.

Lily lay down the hose so it dangled over the pond’s edge. “It’ll take ages to fill,” she said. “Why don’t we—Listen! Did you hear that?”

A soft mew came from behind them. The girls spun around to see a beautiful green-eyed cat. Her golden fur gleamed in the sunshine.

“Goldie!” cried Jess. “It’s wonderful to see you again!”

Goldie was their special friend. She came from Friendship Forest – a secret, magical world where all the animals could talk! They lived in cosy dens and cottages, and loved chatting over honey milkshakes in the Toadstool Café. Goldie often took Jess and Lily there to visit their animal friends, and they’d shared many adventures.

The girls stroked the purring cat.

“She’s come to take us to Friendship Forest!” said Lily, her eyes shining.

Jess grinned, but then she looked serious. “I just hope Grizelda isn’t up to her old tricks,” she said.

Grizelda was a horrible witch who wanted to drive all the animals away from the forest, so she could have it all to herself.

“We’ll soon find out,” said Lily. “Let’s follow Goldie!”

The cat was running towards Brightley Stream at the bottom of the garden, her fur glinting in the autumn sunshine. Lily and Jess hurried after her. They jumped across the stream’s stepping stones into Brightley Meadow, and headed towards a dead-looking tree.

Jess and Lily watched in delight as it burst into life, sprouting yellow, red and orange leaves that were so bright they seemed to glow. A flock of goldfinches swooped down to feast on thistle seeds in the grass below, while a squirrel raced around the branches, gathering acorns for his winter store.
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Goldie patted the tree with her paw, and the girls bent to read the two words that appeared in the bark.

“Friendship Forest!”

A small door appeared in the trunk. With an excited glance at Lily, Jess turned its leaf-shaped handle.

Shimmering light shone out and they followed Goldie inside. The girls held hands and felt the familiar tingle that meant they were shrinking a little.

When the golden glow faded, they found themselves in a sun-dappled forest glade. The air was warm, and sweet with the scent of honeyberry flowers.

And there stood Goldie, almost as tall as the girls, and wearing her glittery scarf.

She smiled and hugged them. “Welcome to Friendship Forest!”

“It’s great to be back!” said Lily.

Jess held Goldie’s paw. “Is Grizelda causing trouble?”

“No, we haven’t seen her,” said Goldie. “I’ve brought you here for some fun!”

Lily felt a tingle of excitement. “I can’t wait! Where are we going?”

Goldie smiled. “To the Friendship Forest Funfair! Come on!”
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