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Trimbach – Clos Ste.-Hune Riesling 1990


Trimbach – Cuvée des Seigneurs de Ribeaupierre Gewurztraminer 1973
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Vincenzo Cesani – Vernaccia di San Gimignano Sanice 2005
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Weingut Keller – Riesling Trocken G Max 2001


Weingut von Hövel – Oberemmeler Hütte Riesling ALG 2002


Weingut Wittmann – Westhofener Morstein Riesling Trocken 2001


Willi Schaefer – Graacher Domprobst Riesling BA 2003


William Fèvre – Chablis GC Bougros Côte Bouguerots 2002
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Yannis Arghyros – Visanto NV


Zilliken – Saarburger Rausch Riesling TBA A.P. #2 2005
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Accornero – Barbera del Monferrato Superiore Bricco Battista 2004


Achával Ferrer – Finca Altamira Malbec 2001


Agricola Querciabella – Chianti Classico 1999


Alain Graillot – Crozes-Hermitage 2001
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Allegrini – La Poja 1997


Allende – Aurus 2001


Alonso del Yerro – María 2004


Alta Vista – Alto 2002


Altos Las Hormigas – Malbec Reserva Viña Hormigas 2002


Alvaro Palacios – L’Ermita 2000


Ànima Negra – Vinyes de Son Negre 1999


Andrea Costanti – Brunello di Montalcino 2001


Andrea Oberto – Barbera Giada 2004


Antinori – Guado al Tasso 2003


Antinori – Solaia 1985


Antinori – Tignanello 1985


Antiyal – 2003


Anwilka Estate/Klein Constantia – Anwilka 2005


Araujo Estate Wines – Eisele Vineyard 2001


Argiano – Brunello di Montalcino 1995


Argiolas – Turriga 2001


Arnaldo Caprai – Sagrantino di Montefalco 25 Anni 1998


Artadi – Viña El Pisón 2004


Ata Rangi – Pinot Noir 2006


Au Bon Climat – Pinot Noir 2005


Azelia – Barolo San Rocco 1999


Azienda Agricola Dettori – Cannonau Dettori Romangia 2004


Azienda Agricola G. D. Vajra – Barolo Bricco delle Viole 2001


Balnaves – The Tally Cabernet Sauvignon 2005


Banfi – Brunello di Montalcino Poggio all’Oro 1988


Barca Velha – 1999


Bartolo Mascarello – Barolo 1989


Bass Phillip – Premium Pinot Noir 2004


Battle of Bosworth – White Boar 2004


Beaulieu Vineyard – Georges de Latour Cabernet Sauvignon 1976


Beaux Frères – Pinot Noir 2002


Beringer – Private Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 2001


Biondi-Santi – Tenuta Greppo Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 1975


Bodega Colomé – Colomé Tinto Reserva 2003


Bodega Mustiguillo – Quincha Corral 2004


Bodega Noemía de Patagonia – Noemía 2004


Bodegas Aalto – PS 2001


Bodegas Carrau – Amat 2002


Bodegas Roda – Rioja Cirsión 2001


Boekenhoutskloof – Syrah 2004


Bonny Doon – Le Cigare Volant 2005


Bonny Doon – Vin Gris de Cigare 2006


Borie de Maurel – Cuvée Sylla 2001


Borsao – Tres Picos 2005


Boscarelli – Vino Nobile Nocio dei Boscarelli 2003


Bouchard Père & Fils – Clos de Vougeot Grand Cru 1999


Bouchard-Finlayson – Galpin Peak Tête de Cuvée Pinot Noir 2005


Braida – Bricco dell’Uccellone Barbera d’Asti 1997
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Bruno Giacosa – Asili di Barbaresco 2001


Ca’ Marcanda – IGT Toscana 2004


Ca’Viola – Bric du Luv 2001


Candido – Cappello di Prete 2001


Canopy – Malpaso 2006


Casa Castillo – Pie Franco 1999


Casa Gualda – Selección C&J 1999


Casa Lapostolle – Clos Apalta 2000


Cascina Corte – Dolcetto di Dogliani Vigna Pirochetta 2005


Castaño – Hécula Monastrell 2004


Castello dei Rampolla – Vigna d’Alceo 1996


Castello del Terriccio – Lupicaia 1997


Castello di Ama – Chianti Classico Vigneto Bellavista 2001


Castelluccio – Ronco dei Ciliegi 2003


Castillo de Perelada – Gran Claustro 1998


Catena Alta – Malbec 2002


Cavallotto – Barolo Riserva Bricco Boschis Vigna San Giuseppe 1999


Caymus – Cabernet Sauvignon Special Selection 1994


Celler de Capçanes – Montsant Cabrida 2004


Celler del Roure – Maduresa Valencia 2001


Château Angélus – 2000


Château Ausone – 2003


Château Beau-Séjour Bécot – 2002


Château Beauséjour Duffau-Lagarrosse – 1990


Château Belair – 1995


Château Berliquet – 2001


Château Branaire-Ducru – 2005


Château Brane-Cantenac – 2000


Château Brown – 2004


Château Calon-Ségur – 2003


Château Canon – 2000


Château Canon-La-Gaffelière – 2005


Château Cheval Blanc – 1998


Château Cos d’Estournel – 2002


Château d’Angludet – 2001


Château de Beaucastel – Hommage à Jacques Perrin 1998


Château de la Négly – La Porte du Ciel 2001


Château de Pez – 2001


Château du Cèdre – Le Cèdre 2002


Château Ducru-Beaucaillou – 2000


Château Durfort-Vivens – 2004


Château Falfas – Le Chevalier 2000


Château Figeac – 2001


Château Fourcas-Hosten – 2005


Château Gazin – 2004


Château Giscours – 1970


Château Grand-Puy-Lacoste – 2000


Château Gruaud-Larose – 2005


Château Haut-Bailly – 2005


Château Haut-Brion – 1989


Château Haut-Marbuzet – 1999


Château Hosanna – 2000


Château Kefraya – Comte de M 1996


Château Ksara – Cuvée du Troisième Millénaire 2004


Château Léoville-Barton – 2000


Château Léoville-Las Cases – 1996


Château Léoville-Poyferré – 2004


Château L’Eglise-Clinet – 2002


Château L’Evangile – 2004


Château La Conseillante – 2004


Château La Dominique – 2001


Château La Fleur-Pétrus – 1998


Château La Gomerie – 2003


Château La Mission Haut-Brion – 1982


Château Lafite Rothschild – 1996


Château Lafleur – 2004


Château Lagrézette – Cuvée Pigeonnier 2001


Château Lagrange – 2000


Château Latour – 2003


Château Latour-à-Pomerol – 1961


Château Le Bon Pasteur – 2005


Château Les Carmes-Haut-Brion – 1998


Château Lynch-Bages – 1989


Château Magdelaine – 1990


Château Margaux – 2004


Château Montaiguillon – 2004


Château Montrose – 2003


Château Montus – Cuvée Prestige 2001


Château Mouton Rothschild – 1945


Château Musar – 1999


Château Palmer – 1961


Château Pape-Clément – 2000


Château Pavie – 2003


Château Pavie-Macquin – 1999


Château Petit-Village – 2000


Château Pichon-Longueville Baron – 2004


Château Pichon-Longueville Comtesse de Lalande – 1982


Château Pontet-Canet – 2004


Château Poujeaux – 2005


Château Providence – 2005


Château Rauzan-Ségla – 2000


Château Rayas – 1990


Château Roc de Cambes – 1995


Château Simone – Palette Rosé 2006


Château Sociando-Mallet – 2005


Château Talbot – 2000


Château Tertre-Roteboeuf – 2001


Château Troplong-Mondot – 1998


Château Trotanoy – 2005


Château Valandraud – 2005


Chappellet – Signature Cabernet Sauvignon 2004


Charles Melton – Nine Popes 2004


Chateau Montelena – Cabernet Sauvignon 2003


Chimney Rock – Stags Leap Cabernet Sauvignon Reserve 2003


Chris Ringland – Three Rivers Shiraz 1999


Chryseia – 2005


Cillar de Silos – Torresilo 2004


Clonakilla – Shiraz/Viognier 2006


Clos de l’Oratoire – 1998


Clos de los Siete – 2004


Clos de Tart – 2005


Clos des Papes – 2001


Clos Erasmus – 1998


Clos Mogador – 2001


Coldstream Hills – Reserve Pinot Noir 2005


Colgin Cellars – Herb Lamb Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon 2001


Concha y Toro – Almaviva 2000


Contador – 2004


Conterno Fantino – Barolo Parussi 2001


Contino – Viña del Olivo 1996


Coppo – Barbera d’Asti Pomorosso 2004


Coriole – Lloyd Reserve Shiraz 1994


Corison – Cabernet Sauvignon Kronos Vineyard 2001


Cortes de Cima – Incógnito 2003


COS – Cerasuolo di Vittoria 1999


Costers del Siurana – Clos de l’Obac 1995


Couly-Dutheil – Chinon Clos de l’Echo 2005


Craggy Range – Syrah Block 14 Gimblett Gravels Vineyard 2005


Cullen – Diana Madeline Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot 2001


CVNE – Real de Asúa Rioja Reserva 1994


D’Angelo – Aglianico del Vulture Riserva Vigna Caselle 2001


D’Arenberg – Dead Arm Shiraz 2003


Dalla Valle – Maya 2000


David Bruce – Santa Cruz Mountains Pinot Noir 2004


De Trafford – Elevation 393 2003


DeLille Cellars – Chaleur Estate 2005


Denis Mercier – Cornalin 2005


Descendientes de J. Palacios – Corullón 2001


Domaine A – Cabernet Sauvignon 2000


Diamond Creek Vineyards – Gravelly Meadow 1978


Dom. Prieuré St.-Christophe – Mondeuse Prestige 2004


Dom. Rollin – Pernand-Vergelesses PC Ile-des-Vergelesses 1990


Dom. Sylvain Cathiard – Vosne-Romanée PC Les Malconsorts 2000


Domaine Anne Gros – Richebourg Grand Cru 2000


Domaine Armand Rousseau – Chambertin-Clos de Bèze GC 2005


Domaine Armand Rousseau – Gevrey-Chambertin Premier Cru Clos St.-Jacques 1999


Domaine Auguste Clape – Cornas 1990


Domaine Chave – Ermitage Cuvée Cathelin 1990


Domaine Claude Dugat – Griotte-Chambertin GC 1996


Domaine de Chevalier – 1995


Domaine de l’A – 2001


Domaine de la Mordorée – Cuvée de la Reine des Bois 2001


Domaine de la Romanée-Conti – La Tâche GC 1999


Domaine de la Romanée-Conti – Romanée-Conti GC 2005


Domaine de Trévallon – Vin de Table des Bouches du Rhône 2001


Domaine Denis Bachelet – Charmes-Chambertin GC 1999


Domaine des Comtes Lafon – Volnay PC Santenots-du-Milieu 2002


Domaine des Lambrays – Clos des Lambrays GC 2005


Domaine Drouhin – Oregon Pinot Noir Cuvée Laurène 2002


Domaine du Cayron – Gigondas 1998


Domaine du Comte Armand – Pommard PC Clos des Epeneaux 2003


Domaine du Vieux Télégraphe – Châteauneuf-du-Pape 1998


Domaine du Viscomte Liger-Belair – La Romanée GC 2005


Domaine Dugat-Py – Mazis-Chambertin Grand Cru 1999


Domaine Dujac – Gevrey-Chambertin PC Aux Combottes 1999


Domaine Fourrier – Griotte-Chambertin GC 2005


Domaine Gauby – Côtes du Roussillon-Villages Rouge Muntada 2003


Domaine Georges Roumier – Bonnes Mares Grand Cru 1999


Domaine Ghislaine Barthod – Chambolle-Musigny PC Les Cras 2002


Domaine Henri Gouges – NuitsSt.-Georges PC Les St.-Georges 2005


Domaine Henri Jayer – Vosne-Romanée PC Cros Parantoux 1988


Domaine Hubert de Montille – Volnay PC Les Taillepieds 1985


Domaine Jacques-Frédéric Mugnier – Le Musigny GC 1999


Domaine Jean Grivot – Richebourg Grand Cru 2002


Domaine Joseph Drouhin – Musigny Grand Cru 1978


Domaine La Tour Vieille – Cuvée Puig Oriol 2005


Domaine Lamarche – La Grande Rue PC 1962


Domaine Leroy – RomanéeSt.-Vivant Grand Cru 2002


Domaine Louis Rémy – Latricières-Chambertin GC 2002


Domaine Méo-Camuzet – Richebourg Grand Cru 2005


Domaine Marquis d’Angerville – Volnay PC Clos des Ducs 2002


Domaine Maume – Mazis-Chambertin GC 2002


Domaine Michel Lafarge – Volnay PC Clos des Chênes 1990


Domaine Paul Bruno – Viña Aquitania Cabernet Sauvignon 2000


Domaine Ponsot – Clos de la Roche Vieilles Vignes 2001


Domaine René Engel – Clos de Vougeot Grand Cru 1992


Domaine Tempier – Bandol Cuvée Cabassaou 1988


Domenico Clerico – Barolo Percristina 2000


Dominio de Atauta – Ribera del Duero 2001


Dominio de Tares – Cepas Viejas Bierzo 2000


Dominio del Pingus – 2004


Dominus – 1994


Dry River – Pinot Noir 2001


Duas Quintas – Reserva Especial 2003


Duckhorn Vineyards – Three Palms Merlot 2003


Dunn Vineyards – Howell Mountain C. Sauvignon 1994


E. Mendoza – Estrecho 2004


El Nido – Clio Jumilla 2004


Elena Fucci – Aglianico del Vulture Titolo 2004


Elio Altare – Barolo 1989


Elio Grasso – Barolo Runcot 2001


Emilio Moro – Malleolus 2004


Ernie Els – 2004


Eyrie Vineyards – South Block Reserve Pinot Noir 1975


Fèlsina Berardenga – Chianti Classico Riserva Rancia 1988


Fairview – Caldera 2005


Falesco – Montiano 2001


Far Niente – Cabernet Sauvignon 2001


Fattoria La Massa – Chianti Classico Giorgio Primo 1997


Fattoria Zerbina – Sangiovese di Romagna Pietramora 2003


Felton Road – Block 3 Pinot Noir 2002


Fiddlehead – Lollapalooza Pinot Noir 2002


Finca Luzón – Altos de Luzón 2002


Finca Sandoval – 2005


Fiorenzo Nada – Barbaresco Rombone 2001


Flowers – Camp Meeting Ridge Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir 2001


Fontodi – Flaccianello della Pieve 1997


Foradori – Granato 2004


Freemark Abbey – Sycamore Cabernet Sauvignon 2003


Frog’s Leap – Rutherford 2002


Fromm Winery – Clayvin Vineyard Pinot Noir 2001


Gago Pago La Jara – 2004


Gaia Estate – Agiorghitiko 1998


Gaja – Barbaresco 2001


Georges Duboeuf – Fleurie La Madone 2005


Gerovassiliou – Avaton 2002


Giacomo Conterno – Barolo Monfortino Riserva 1990


Giaconda – Warner Vineyard Shiraz 2002


Giorgio Pelissero – Barbaresco Vanotu 1999


Giuseppe Mascarello – Barolo Monprivato 1998


Giuseppe Rinaldi – Barolo Brunate-Le Coste 1993


Goldwater – Goldie 2004


Grace Family Vineyards – Cabernet Sauvignon 1995


Grange des Pères – 2000


Grant Burge – Meshach Shiraz 2002


Grattamacco – 2003


Greenock Creek – Roennfeldt Road Shiraz 1998


GS – Cabernet 1966


Guelbenzu – Lautus 1998


Guigal – Côte-Rôtie La Mouline 2003


Hacienda Monasterio – Ribera del Duero Reserva 2003


Hardys – Eileen Hardy Shiraz 2001


Harlan Estate – Proprietary Red Wine 1994


Heitz Wine Cellars – Martha’s Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon 1974


Henri Bonneau – Châteauneufdu-Pape Réserve des Célestins 1998


Henschke – Hill of Grace 1998


Herdade de Cartuxa – Pera Manca 1995


Herdade de Mouchão – 2001


Herdade do Esporão – Esporão Reserva 2004


Herzog – Montepulciano 2005


Hirsch Vineyards – Pinot Noir 2004


Ignaz Niedrist – Lagrein Berger Gei 2004


Isole e Olena – Cepparello Toscana IGT 1997


J. Rochioli – West Block Pinot Noir 1992


Jade Mountain – Paras Vineyard Syrah 2000


Jasper Hill – Emily’s Paddock Shiraz 1997


Jean-René Germanier – Cayas Syrah du Valais Réserve 2005


Jim Barry – The Armagh Shiraz 2001


Joseph Phelps – Insignia 2002


Joseph Swan – Stellwagen Vineyard Zinfandel 2001


Josephus Mayr – Maso Unterganzner Lamarein 2004


K Vintners – Milbrandt Syrah 2005


Kanonkop – Paul Sauer 2003


Kanonkop – Pinotage 1998


Katnook Estate – Odyssey Cabernet Sauvignon 2002


López de Heredia – Viña Tondonia Rioja GR 1964


L’Ecole No. 41 – Walla Walla Seven Hills Vineyard Syrah 2005


L’Enclos de Château Lezongars – 2001


La Jota Vineyard Company – 20th Anniversary 2001


La Mondotte – 2000


La Rioja Alta – Rioja Gran Reserva 890 1985


La Spinetta – Barbaresco Vigneto Starderi 1999


Landmark – Kastania Vineyard Sonoma Pinot Noir 2002


Le Dôme – 1998


Le Due Terre – Sacrisassi 1998


Le Macchiole – Paleo Rosso 2001


Le Pin – 2001


Le Riche – Cabernet Sauvignon Reserve 2003


Leonetti Cellars – Merlot 2005


Lisini – Brunello di Montalcino Ugolaia 1990


Littorai Wines – The Haven Pinot Noir 2005


Luciano Sandrone – Barolo Cannubi Boschis 1998


Luis Pato – Quinta do Ribeirinho Pé Franco Bairrada 1999


Más Que Vinos – La Plazuela 2004


M. Chapoutier – Châteauneuf-du-Pape, Barbe Rac 2001


M. Chapoutier – Ermitage Le Pavillon 1999


Macari Vineyard – Merlot Reserve 2001


Majella – The Malleea Cabernet/Shiraz 1998


Malvirà – Roero Superiore Mombeltramo 2001


Marc Sorrel – Hermitage Le Gréal 2004


Marcarini – Barolo Brunate 1978


Marqués de Griñón – Dominio de Valdepusa Syrah 1999


Marqués de Murrieta – Castillo Ygay Rioja GR Especial 1959


Marqués de Riscal – Rioja RM (Reserva Médoc) 1945


Martínez-Bujanda – Finca Valpiedra Rioja Reserva 1994


Mas de Daumas Gassac – 1990


Mas Doix – Costers de Vinyes Velles 2004


Mas Martinet – Clos Martinet Priorat 2000


Mastroberardino – Taurasi Riserva Radici 1997


Matetic – EQ Pinot Noir 2005


Matteo Correggia – Roero Ròche d’Ampsèj 1996


Mauro – Terreus Pago de Cueva Baja 1996


Maurodos – San Román Toro 2001


Mayacamas – Cabernet Sauvignon 1979


Meerlust – Rubicon 1996


Meyer-Näkel – Dernau Pfarrwingert Spätburgunder ATG 2003


Miani – Merlot 1998


Michele Satta – Piastraia 2001


Miljenko Grgic – Plavac Mali 2004


Moccagatta – Barbaresco Basarin 1998


Montes – Folly 2005


Montevertine – Le Pergole Torte Vino da Tavola 1990


Montevetrano – 2004


Morgenster – 2003


Moris Farms – Avvoltore 2004


Moss Wood – Cabernet Sauvignon 2001


Mount Difficulty – Long Gully Pinot Noir 2005


Mount Hurtle – Grenache Rosé 2007


Mount Langi Ghiran – Shiraz 2003


Mount Mary – Quintet Cabernet 2003


Muga – Prado Enea Gran Reserva Rioja 1994


Niebaum-Coppola Estate – Rubicon 2003


Niepoort – Batuta 2004


Niepoort – Charme 2002


Nino Negri – Sfursat 5 Stelle 2003


Noël Verset – Cornas 1990


Ojai Vineyard – Thompson Syrah 2003


Opus One – 1987


Pago de los Capellanes – Parcela El Picón Ribera del Duero 2003


Pahlmeyer – Proprietary Red 1997


Paitin – Barbaresco Sorì Paitin 1999


Palari Faro – 2004


Paolo Scavino – Barolo Bric dël Fiasc 1989


Parker – Coonawarra Estate Terra Rossa First Growth 1996


Parusso – Barolo Bussia 2001


Paternoster – Aglianico del Vulture Don Anselmo 1999


Paul Jaboulet Aîné – Hermitage La Chapelle 1978


Paumanok – Cabernet Sauvignon Grand Vintage 2000


Peay Vineyards – Pinot Noir 2004


Penfolds – Bin 95 Grange 1971


Penfolds – Bin 707 Cabernet Sauvignon 2004


Penley Estate – Phoenix Cabernet Sauvignon 2005


Peter Lehmann – Stonewell Shiraz 1998


Peter Michael Winery – Les Pavots 2004


Petrolo – Galatrona 2004


Pétrus – 1989


Piaggia – Carmignano Riserva 1999


Pierre-Jacques Druet – Bourgueil Vaumoreau 1989


Pieve di Santa Restituta – Brunello di Montalcino Sugarille 2000


Pintia – Toro 2003


Podere – Salicutti Brunello di Montalcino Piaggione 2003


Poliziano – Vino Nobile di Montepulciano Asinone 2001


Pride Mountain – Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 1997


Prieler – Blaufränkisch Goldberg 2003


Prieuré de St.-Jean de Bébian – 2001


Produttori del Barbaresco – Barbaresco Riserva Rabajà 2001


Quilceda Creek – Cabernet Sauvignon 2002


Quinta do Côtto – Grande Escolha 2001


Quinta do Mouro – Alentejo 2000


Quinta do Vale Meão – 2000


Quinta dos Roques – Dão Touriga Nacional 2005


Quintarelli – Amarone della Valpolicella 1995


Quintessa – 2000


Qupé – 20th Anniversary Syrah 2001


Radio-Coteau – Cherry Camp Syrah 2004


Ravenswood – Sonoma County Old Hill Vineyard Zinfandel 2002


Remírez de Ganuza – Rioja Reserva 2003


René Muré – Pinot Noir Cuvée “V” 2004


René Rostaing – Côte-Rôtie La Landonne 2003


Ridge – Monte Bello 2001


Rippon – Pinot Noir 2005


Robert Mondavi – Cabernet Sauvignon Reserve 1978


Roberto Voerzio – Barolo Cerequio 1999


Rockford – Basket Press Shiraz 2004


Romano Dal Forno – Amarone della Valpolicella 1985


Rust en Vrede – Estate Wine 2001


Rustenberg – John X Merriman 2003


Sadie Family – Columella 2004


Salvatore Molettieri – Taurasi Riserva Vigna Cinque Querce 2001


Salvioni – Brunello di Montalcino 1985


San Alejandro – Baltasar Gracián Garnacha Viñas Viejas 2001


San Vicente – 2000


Sanford – Sanford & Benedict Vineyard Pinot Noir 2002


Santadi – Terre Brune Carignano del Sulcis 1990


Screaming Eagle – 1992


Sean Thackrey – Orion 2001


Seghesio – Home Ranch Zinfandel 2005


Serafini e Vidotto – Rosso dell’Abazia 2003


Shafer – Cabernet Sauvignon Hillside Select 2002


Silvio Grasso – Barolo Bricco Luciani 1997


Siro Pacenti – Brunello di Montalcino 2001


Soldera – Case Basse Brunello di Montalcino 1990


Solms-Delta – Solms-Hegewisch Africana 2005


Sot – Lefriec 2004


St. Hallett – Old Block Shiraz 2001


Staatsweingüter Kloster Eberbach Assmannshäuser – Höllenberg Spätburgunder Cabinet 1947


Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars – Cabernet Sauvignon 1973


Stonier Estate – Reserve Pinot Noir 2003


Stonyridge – Larose 2006


Tapanappa Whalebone Vineyard – Cabernet/Shiraz 2004


Tasca d’Almerita – Rosso del Conte 2002


Te Mata – Coleraine 2005


Te Motu – Cabernet / Merlot 2000


Tenuta dell’Ornellaia – Masseto IGT Toscana 2001


Tenuta dell’Ornellaia – 1988


Tenuta delle Terre Nere – Etna Rosso Feudo di Mezzo 2004


Tenuta di San Guido – Sassicaia 1985


Tenuta di Valgiano – Rosso Colline Lucchesi 2003


Tenuta Le Querce – Aglianico del Vulture Vigna della Corona 2001


Tenuta Sette Ponti – Crognolo 2004


Terrazas/Cheval Blanc – Cheval des Andes 2002


Thelema – Merlot Reserve 2003


Tilenus – Pagos de Posada Reserva 2001


Tinto Pesquera – Janus Gran Reserva 1995


Tommaso Bussola – Recioto della Valpolicella Classico 2003


Torbreck – RunRig Shiraz 1998


Torres – Gran Coronas Mas La Plana 1971


Trinity Hill – Homage Syrah 2006


Tua Rita – Redigaffi IGT Toscana 2000


Turkey Flat – Shiraz 2004


Turley Wine Cellars – Dragon Vineyard Zinfandel 2005


Umathum – Zweigelt Hallebühl 2004


Valdipiatta – Vino Nobile di Montepulciano Vigna d’Alfiero 1999


Valentini – Montepulciano d’Abruzzo 1990


Vall Llach – 2004


Valtuille – Cepas Centenarias 2001


Vasse Felix – Heytesbury Cabernet Sauvignon 2004


Vecchie Terre di Montefili – Bruno di Rocca 2002


Vega de Toro – Numanthia 1998


Vega Sicilia – Único 1970


Venus – La Universal 2004


Vergelegen – 2003


Viña Casablanca – Neblus 2000


Viña Cousiño Macul – Antiguas Reservas Cabernet Sauvignon 2003


Viña El Principal – El Principal Cabernet Sauvignon 2001


Viña Errázuriz/Mondavi – Seña 2001


Viña Haras de Pirque – Haras Character Syrah 2004


Viña Izadi – Rioja Expresión 2001


Viña Santa Rita – Casa Real Cabernet Sauvignon 2003


Viña Sastre – Pesus 2004


Viñas del Vero – Secastilla 2005


Viñedos Organicos Emiliana – Coyam 2003


Vieux Château Certan – 2000


Villa di Capezzana – Carmignano 1997


Wendouree – Shiraz 2000


Wild Duck Creek – Duck Muck 2004


Willi Opitz – Opitz One 1999


Williams Selyem – Rochioli Vineyard Pinot Noir 1985


Wynn’s – Coonawarra Estate John Riddoch Cabernet Sauvignon 2004


Yacochuya de Michel Rolland – 2000


Yalumba – The Octavius 1998


Yarra Yering – Dry Red Wine No. 1 1990


Fortified wines


Alvear – Pedro Ximénez 1830 Solera Montilla


Argüeso – San León Reserva de Familia Manzanilla


Barbadillo – Palo Cortado VORS Sherry


Barbeito – 20 Year Old Malmsey Madeira


Barbeito – Single Cask Colheita Madeira


Barbeito – Terrantez Madeira 1795


Blandy’s – 1863 Bual Madeira


Bodegas Tradición – Oloroso VORS Sherry


Bredell’s – Cape Vintage Reserve 1998


Carlo Pellegrino – Marsala Vergine Vintage 1980


Chambers – Rosewood Old Liqueur Tokay


Cossart Gordon – Malmsey Madeira 1920


Cossart Gordon – Verdelho Madeira 1934


Croft – Vintage Port 2003


De Bartoli – Vecchio Samperi Ventennale Marsala


Delaforce – Curious and Ancient 20 Year Old Tawny Port


Delgado Zuleta – Quo Vadis? Amontillado Sherry


Domaine de La Rectorie – Cuvée Leon Parcé Banyuls 2000


Dow’s – Quinta Senhora da Ribeira Single Quinta Port 1998


Dow’s – Vintage Port 1908


Dow’s – Vintage Port 1955


El Grifo – Canari 1997


El Maestro Sierra – 1830 Amontillado VORS Sherry


Emilio Hidalgo – 1860 Privilegio Palo Cortado VORS Sherry


Emilio Hidalgo – 1861 Santa Ana Pedro Ximénez VORS Sherry


Florio – Terre Arse Marsala 1998


Fonseca – Vintage Port 1963


Garvey – San Patricio Fino Sherry


González Byass – Oloroso Vintage Sherry 1963


González Byass – Tío Pepe Fino Sherry


Graham’s – Malvedos Single Quinta Port 1996


Graham’s – Vintage Port 1970


Gutiérrez Colosía – Palo Cortado Viejísimo Sherry


Gutiérrez de la Vega – Casta Diva Cosecha Miel / Reserva Real 1970


Henriques & Henriques – Century Malmsey 1900 Solera


Henriques & Henriques – W. S. Boal Madeira


Hidalgo-La Gitana – Palo Cortado Viejo VORS Sherry


Hidalgo-La Gitana – Pastrana Manzanilla Pasada


José Maria da Fonseca – Setúbal Moscatel Roxo 20 Years


KWV – Muscadel Jerepigo 1953


Leacock’s – Sercial Madeira 1963


Lustau – Almacenista Cuevas Jurado Manzanilla Amontillada


Lustau – Almacenista García Jarana Pata de Gallina Oloroso Sherry


M. Gil Luque – De Bandera Palo Cortado VORS Sherry


Marqués del Real Tesoro – Covadonga Oloroso VORS Sherry


Mas Amiel – Maury 2003


Mas Blanc – La Coume Banyuls 2003


Massandra Collection – Ayu-Dag Aleatico 1945


Morris Wines – Old Premium Liqueur Muscat


Morris Wines – Old Premium Liqueur Tokay


Niepoort – Colheita Port 1987


Niepoort – 30 Years Old Tawny Port


Niepoort – Vintage Port 2005


Olivares Dulce – Monastrell Jumilla 2003


Osborne – Pedro Ximénez Viejo VORS Sherry


Osborne – Solera PΔP Palo Cortado Sherry


Pérez Barquero – 1905 Amontillado Montilla


Pérez Barquero – 1905 Pedro Ximénez Montilla


Pérez Marín – La Guita Manzanilla


Paternina – Fino Imperial Amontillado VORS Sherry


Pedro Domecq – Capuchino Palo Cortado VORS Sherry


Pedro Domecq – La Ina Fino Sherry


Pedro Romero – Aurora en Rama Manzanilla


Quady – Essensia 2005


Quinta de la Rosa – Vale do Inferno Vintage Port 1999


Quinta do Noval – Vintage Port 1997


Quinta do Noval – Nacional Vintage Port 1963


Quinta do Portal – 20 Year Old Tawny Port


Quinta do Vesuvio – Vintage Port 1994


Ramos Pinto – 20 Year Old Tawny Port


Rey Fernando de Castilla – Antique Palo Cortado Sherry


Sánchez Ayala – Navazos Amontillado Sherry


Sánchez Romate – La Sacristía de Romate Oloroso VORS Sherry


Sandeman – 40 Years Old Tawny Port


Smith Woodhouse – Vintage Port 1977


Stanton & Killeen – Rare Muscat


Taylor’s – Quinta de Vargellas Vinha Velha 1995


Taylor’s – Vintage Port 1970


Toro Albalá – 1922 Solera Amontillado Montilla


Valdespino – Cardenal Palo Cortado VORS Sherry


Valdespino – Coliseo Amontillado VORS Sherry


Valdespino – Inocente Fino Sherry


Valdespino – Moscatel Toneles Sherry


Warre’s – Late Bottled Vintage Port 1995


Williams & Humbert – Dos Cortados Palo Cortado VOS Sherry
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Preface


By Hugh Johnson, wine author





“There are no great wines, only great bottles of wine.” It is one of the oldest sayings among wine lovers, and it has to stand at the head of any list defining what should be the treasures of the cellar. It means, of course, that wine is a liquid with a life of its own. From the same barrel can come bottles that are supremely delicious and others that leave only disappointed expectations. At the same time it reflects on the drinker; greatness is a matter of recognition. The finest wines can go unappreciated, and wines of much lesser status can create moments of sublime enjoyment. The wine trade has interests in convincing you and me that quality is something objective and measurable. You and I know that it is no such thing: you love what you love. The only measurable thing, in the final analysis, is price. Price depends on consensus—and that is what the market is for. However, there are many things that move the market that have little to do with quality.


Therefore this book is not called “The 1001 Best Wines in the World.” The dimension in which it plays is variety. Wine is a miraculous product. You ferment ripe grapes—and that is it. Which grapes, from where, when, and by whom are all the parameters of difference. Yet with every harvest, all over the world, certain predictable results appear: certain tastes that cannot be patented. They can be imitated—up to a point. But uniqueness is guaranteed; the precise circumstances that produced one wine cannot be reproduced. If they could be reproduced, the whole edifice that is the wine trade, indeed the wine world, would be pointless. Château Lafite cannot make Château Latour: end of story.


When I first met fine wine, nearly fifty years ago, the story did almost end there. The wines worth meeting may have run into a few hundreds, but nowhere close to 1,000. Half a century of progress has had the opposite effect to what many predicted: that all wines would eventually taste the same. Greater knowledge, growing aspirations, new territories, and more money have simply expanded the list of unique experiences wine has to offer. Each generation of practitioners makes its contribution. Very few wines, once established as memorable, drop off the list. We are the fortunate beneficiaries of a world of increasing variety and increasing choice. In the mere thirty-five years since I first did a Puck, girdling the earth in slightly more than forty minutes for my World Atlas of Wine, wine geography has set off in directions I never dreamed of.


Much of this expansion has consisted of trying to find new wells of anything adequate to drink. It was not terribly interesting, to me at least, that Australians had found a way of turning water (from the Murray River) into wine. Wines from regions where the grapevine merely acts as a pump for sugary water rarely command attention. What were, and are, always interesting are trials of the vine in marginal places where it is touch and go whether grapes can be persuaded to ripen. Cool climates have been the Holy Grail of New World winemakers through all these years. It is matter for serious pondering that cool climates may be what we will all be searching for in years to come.


The most productive new regions for a list of must-taste wines are either high in latitude, therefore, or high in altitude. Up in the Andes; down near the Cape; northward up the Pacific Coast; southward almost into New Zealand’s fiord land; even snuggling up to the Niagara Falls. It is not that grapevines like extremes, it is winemakers who do—and, of course, their highly critical customers.


If today’s wine atlas, then, is nearly twice as long as its great-great-grandfather, it is surely unalloyed good news. What do you say when you hear somebody is planting cuttings from Château Lafite in China? Is “Yippee!” the current idiom?


1001 Wines You Must Try Before You Die is a selection that ranges from new discoveries to bottles so outstanding they remain benchmarks after half a century. No one can keep up with all the annual additions to the world’s wine list. To be listed here, though, wines must have a record of high quality and, even more important, distinctive character. You may never taste them all, but it is certainly time to start.
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Hugh Johnson, March 2008









Introduction


By Neil Beckett, General Editor








	In this book the following abbreviations are used:






	ABV

	Alcohol by volume






	AG

	Auslese Goldkapsel






	ALG

	Auslese lange Goldkapsel






	BA

	Beerenauslese






	C.

	Cabernet






	Ch.

	Château






	DC

	Deuxième Cru






	Dom.

	Domaine






	GC

	Grand Cru






	LBV

	Late Bottled Vintage






	NV

	Non-Vintage






	P.

	Pinot






	PC

	Premier Cru






	S.

	Sauvignon






	SGN

	Sélection de Grains Nobles






	ST

	Spätlese Trocken






	T.

	Touriga






	TBA

	Trockenbeerenauslese






	VORS

	Very Old Rare Sherry






	VOS

	Very Old Sherry






	VT

	Vendange Tardive






	VV

	Vieilles Vignes
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A thousand and one wines are at once a thousand too few and a thousand too many. A thousand too few because, as Hugh Johnson has highlighted in his Preface (see pp. 6–7), the fine-wine world is now wider than ever before; it would be easy to come up with at least as many again—many times as many if we reveled in the full range of vintages, which in many cases stretch back a hundred years. A thousand too many because we are in danger of forgetting how much pleasure any one wine can give.


Comparing and contrasting can be as fascinating with wine as with anything else. And where our preference changes with almost every eager sip—now for the Bâtard-Montrachet, now for the Chevalier-Montrachet—so that in the end we have no preference and are aware only of differences in personality, we can almost double our pleasure. But such giddily happy occasions are rare. Even with two wines—still more the three, four, five, or six that may be competing for our favor at extravagant fine-wine dinners nowadays—the danger is that one of the wines will emerge “the winner.” The others, sadly and unfairly, will be the losers. How apt the French saying, “the best is the enemy of the good.” So do not let the other thousand wines here blind you to the one you have, or might have, in your glass. (Reducing this risk is one of the many reasons for not having scores.)


To talk even of one wine is too general. As Hugh again rightly reminds us, “there are no great wines, only great bottles of wine”—another French saying, and probably the most profound thing that has ever been said or written on the subject. That is not only because different bottles of the same wine will be different in chemical or physical terms. What appears to be the same Champagne may have been disgorged at several different times, some releases having much longer on lees than others, and therefore tasting very different. Many older wines (Bordeaux, Burgundy, and classic fortified wines right up to the 1970s) may have been bottled at different places as well as at different times. Then, of course, there is the cork: even where it is free of the TCA (Trichloroanisole) taint that can spoil the wine, the amount of oxygen it lets in will vary widely. The effect of this will depend in turn on the conditions to which the wine is exposed during transport and storage (above all on the temperature). So the fact is that even bottles from the same case can differ in objective, verifiable ways.


They differ even more in subjective ways, for there is always what we bring (or do not bring) to the party—appetite, enthusiasm, experience, expertise, health, humor, receptiveness, sympathy . . . If we have a cold, or are down, or too hungry, or too rushed, or too tired, or cannot abide the guest opposite, or are unable to smell anything other than his aftershave or her perfume, then the wine will not taste half as special as it might on another more conducive occasion. The atmospheric pressure, the humidity, the temperature of both the room and the wine, the time of day, the glass, the food, the previous wine, the water, the wine waiter, whether the wine has been decanted and for how long—all these and other variables make sure that the same wine will never taste exactly the same twice.


And that is what is best about the “only great bottles” dictum: it captures the existential thrill of wine. Unlike many of the other worthwhile subjects in our 1001 series—albums, books, movies, buildings, paintings, classical recordings—wine has to be destroyed to be enjoyed. For some, its fleeting nature reduces its value. For others of us, its immediacy is part of its magic. The North Star may be reassuring, helping us to know where we are; but a shooting star is far more spellbinding, reminding us of where we are going. It may be there only briefly, but it may live a lifetime in the memory. It may be transient, but it may be transcendental too.


Coming back to earth, and to this book: For all the profound wisdom of “only great bottles,” every bottle is a bottle of something. And although many of the greatest wines in this book are non-vintage (some of the very finest Champagnes, Madeiras, Ports, and Sherries, for example), most are vintage—largely or wholly the product of a single year, which is shown on the label. Vintages can vary widely in quality and in style: the 1945 may still be superb, and may remain so for many years, while the 1946 (or the 1956, for that matter) may be undrinkable. Prices vary widely as well, of course: the 1945 may be many times the price of the 1946 (though the difference may not always reflect the difference in quality, and confidence tricks, fads, fashion, reputation, rarity, and scarcity may all be relevant, too).


To say that vintages vary is not to say that there may not be equally good vintages of the same wine. The current obsession with what is supposed to be “the great vintage”—2000, 2003, 2005 in Bordeaux, for instance—is not always in the best interest of the wine lover. The differences from one year to the next, which mean that there is a new wine every vintage, are part of the rich variety of wine. And now more than ever, most vintages have their own worthwhile story to tell.


There has always been a reason for specifying the “great” vintages in this book (which should be clear in each case), but the reason will vary. Often it will be an acknowledged classic, a particularly special vintage for the wine; in keeping with the aspirational nature of this series, if one could drink only one vintage of this wine, this would be it. Here is its essence, its fullest expression. Alternatively, especially where quality is consistently high, and where we could have chosen any one of many vintages, it may be because it is historic in some way—the first or the last—or because there is an unusual story to tell. Other times, it will deliberately not be one of the very best vintages—which may, after all, be unrepresentative; instead it will be a very good, maybe more recent, more typical vintage. Other times, it will deliberately be a lesser year, to show how good the top wines can be even then, when they may also be particularly good value, too. Sometimes other vintages well worth seeking out for one reason or another are specified in the text. But where this is not the case, it may normally be supposed that most other vintages of the wine will still be well worth a try. The producer is almost always more important than the vintage.


Just as we have not always gone for the “best” vintages, so we have not always gone for the “best” wines. Although all of the most famous producers are here, and many of the most famous wines, including the crème de la crème, this is not meant to be a list of the 1001 “greatest” wines—which would have involved a far narrower range and multiple vintages of the same wine. We have resisted the temptation to have more than one wine from the same producer where the only difference would have been the vintage. This has been hardest and most invidious, perhaps, for the Bordeaux châteaux: which Lafite, Latour, or Yquem vintage is so much better than all the rest? Where a producer offers several outstanding wines, however, we have occasionally included two or more, though seldom the full range, which in Burgundy or Germany, for example, might easily run to ten or more wines in a single vintage. We have not always gone for what is normally regarded as the “top” wines, either: We may have opted for a premier cru rather than a grand cru; for a regular bottling rather than a reserve or special cuvée; for an Auslese rather than a Trockenbeerenauslese (again for reasons that should normally be obvious from the text).


If this is not a list of the greatest wines, still less is it a list of favorite wines (though most of ours are included). Occasionally we have chosen a wine because it is controversial, a love-it-or-hate-it wine (Château Pavie 2003, for instance), and the only way for you to settle the debate in your own mind is to try the wine. If you love it, so much the better; if you hate it, at least you will know and can avoid wasting money on a case. Very occasionally we have included a wine because it is an historic brand or has been highly influential in some way (Blue Nun, Matéus Rosé, Jacob’s Creek Chardonnay). Nobody is going to claim that these are great wines, but they are interesting in other ways, and most wine lovers should try them at least once—if only to determine why they might turn up their noses at them.


Although few of us can get through 1001 of anything, we hope that you will buy and try as many of these wines as you can. All of them, however old or rare (even the 1795 Barbeito Terrantez), can still be bought—even if only at auction or online and for a pretty price. All of them, however old, should still be at least pleasant to taste (providing they are in good condition), and none have been chosen only for their antique or curiosity value. Most of the younger wines should be approachable now, but still have at least a few years ahead of them. We have tried to indicate a drinking window for every wine, though the ideal moment will vary with taste.


But this is meant to be much more than another buyer’s guide, of which there are already too many. Many wine magazines, and most wine columns in newspapers, also offer little more than shopping lists. Instead, this book treats wine as a product that has the potential not only to give great pleasure, but to express, in a special way, particular people, places, and times. While the book should be of service to those whom Terry Theise pities as “pragmatic hedonists,” it should be of still greater value to those whose pleasure is enriched by what they know about what they taste.


Even with wines we may never taste, there should still be sufficient intrinsic interest to make reading about them worthwhile. I want to know about Mount Everest and K2 even though I may never see them, still less scale them. Similarly, absorbing the culture of wine means knowing its high points, not only because it helps to put the rest in perspective.


A great wine is the result of attention to 1001 details from grape to glass. The details of viticulture and winemaking are not here for their own sake but to help explain why the wine is as it is. If there is reference to altitude, soil type, or yield, to dosage, élevage, or yeast, then it is because these determine in some way the smell and taste of the wine.


As with any such selection, even one running to 1001, there are gaps that may seem inexplicable to some. We will all be conscious of producers, wines, vintages, even whole countries or regions that are not represented. But filling the gaps should be almost as much fun as filling the glass. All of us who have been involved with this book hope that it will introduce you to wines that will please, or tease, or thrill, and that one way or another will be worth not only drinking but reading and talking about as well.












Index by region of origin





ARGENTINA


Calchaquí Valley


Colomé, Bodega


Yacochuya de Michel Rolland


Mendoza


Achával Ferrer


Alta Vista


Altos Las Hormigas


Catena Alta


Clos de Los Siete


Terrazas/Cheval Blanc


Patagonia, Río Negro Valley


Noemía de Patagonia


AUSTRALIA


New South Wales


Clonakilla


Hunter Valley


Brokenwood


De Bortoli


Lake’s Folly


McWilliam’s


Tyrrell’s


South Australia


Adelaide Hills


Shaw + Smith


Barossa Valley


Burge, Grant


Greenock Creek


Jacob’s Creek


Lehmann, Peter


Melton, Charles


Penfolds


Ringland, Chris


Rockford


St. Hallett


Torbreck


Turkey Flat


Yalumba


Clare Valley


Barry, Jim


Grosset


Mount Horrocks


Wendouree


Coonawarra


Balnaves


Katnook Estate


Majella


Parker


Penley Estate


Wynn’s


Eden Ridge


Mountadam


Eden Valley


Buring, Leo


Henschke


McLaren Vale


Battle of Bosworth


Coriole


D’Arenberg


Hardys


Mount Hurtle


Wrattonbully


Tapanappa Whalebone


Tasmania


Domaine A


Victoria


Beechworth


Giaconda


Gippsland


Bass Phillip


Goulburn Valley


Tahbilk


Grampians


Mount Langi Ghiran


Heathcote


Jasper Hill


Wild Duck Creek


Mornington Peninsula


Stonier Estate


Nagambie Lakes


Mitchelton


Traeger, David


Rutherglen


Chambers


Morris Wines


Stanton & Killeen


Western Victoria


Seppelt Great Western


Yarra Valley


Chandon, Domaine


Coldstream Hills


Mount Mary


Yarra Yering


Western Australia


Great Southern


Howard Park


Margaret River


Cullen


Leeuwin Estate


Moss Wood


Pierro


Vasse Felix


AUSTRIA


Burgenland


Neusiedlersee


Kracher


Opitz, Willi


Umathum


Neusiedlersee-Hügelland


Feiler-Artinger


Prieler


Schröck, Heidi


Lower Austria


Kamptal


Bründlmayer


Hiedler


Loimer


Schloss Gobelsburg


Kremstal


Nigl


Salomon-Undhof


Thermenregion


Stadlmann, Johann


Wachau


Alzinger


Freie Weingärtner Wachau


Hirtzberger


Knoll


Nikolaihof


Pichler, F.X.


Prager


Weinviertel


Graf Hardegg V


Pfaffl, R & A


Styria


Polz, E & W


Tement, Manfred


CANADA


British Columbia


Okanagan Valley


Inniskillin


Mission Hill


CHILE


Aconcagua


Casablanca, Viña


Errázuriz/Mondavi


Matetic


Central Valley


Viñedos Orgánicos Emiliana


Colchagua Valley, Apalta


Casa Lapostolle


Maipo Valley


Antiyal


Concha y Toro


Cousiño Macul, Viña


El Principal, Viña


Haras de Pirque, Viña


Paul Bruno, Domaine


Santa Rita, Viña


Santa Cruz, Colchagua


Montes


CROATIA


Peljesac


Grgic, Miljenko


ENGLAND


West Sussex


Nyetimber


FRANCE


Alsace


Blanck, Paul


Bott Geyl, Domaine


Deiss, Domaine Marcel


Hugel


Josmeyer


Kreydenweiss, Marc


Muré, René


Ostertag, André


Rolly-Gassmann


Schlumberger


Trimbach


Weinbach, Domaine


Zind-Humbrecht, Dom.


Beaujolais


Duboeuf, Georges


Bordeaux


Côtes de Bourg


Falfas, Château


Roc de Cambes, Château


Côtes de Castillon


Domaine de l’A


Graves


Clos Floridène


Haut-Médoc


Sociando-Mallet, Château


Listrac


Fourcas-Hosten, Château


Margaux


Angludet, Château d’


Brane-Cantenac, Château


Durfort-Vivens, Château


Giscours, Château


Margaux, Château


Palmer, Château


Rauzan-Ségla, Château


Montagne St.-Emilion


Montaiguillon, Château


Moulis


Poujeaux, Château


Pauillac


Grand-Puy-Lacoste, Château


Lafite Rothschild, Château


Latour, Château


Lynch-Bages, Château


Mouton Rothschild, Château


Pichon-Longueville, Châteaux


Pontet-Canet, Château


Pessac-Léognan


Brown, Château


Carmes-Haut-Brion, Les


Chevalier Blanc, Domaine de


Chevalier, Domaine de


Haut-Bailly, Château


Haut-Brion, Château


La Louvière, Château


La Mission-Haut-Brion


Laville Haut-Brion, Château


Malartic-Lagravière, Château


Pape-Clément, Château


Smith-Haut-Lafitte, Château


Pomerol


Bon Pasteur, Château Le


Conseillante, Château La


Eglise-Clinet, Château L’


Evangile, Château L’


Gazin, Château


Hosanna, Château


Lafleur, Château


La Fleur-Pétrus, Château


Latour-à-Pomerol, Château


Le Pin


Petit-Village, Château


Pétrus


Providence, Château La


Trotanoy, Château


Vieux Château Certan


Premières Côtes de Bordeaux


Lezongars, L’Enclos de Château


St.-Emilion


Angélus, Château


Ausone, Château


Beauséjour Duffau-Lagarrosse


Beau-Séjour Bécot, Château


Bélair, Château


Berliquet, Château


Canon, Château


Canon-La-Gaffelière, Château


Cheval Blanc, Château


Clos de l’Oratoire


Figeac, Château


La Dominique, Château


La Gomerie, Château


La Mondotte


Le Dôme


Magdelaine, Château


Pavie, Château


Pavie-Macquin, Château


Tertre-Roteboeuf, Château


Troplong-Mondot, Château


Valandraud, Château


St.-Estèphe


Calon-Ségur, Château


Cos d’Estournel, Château


Haut-Marbuzet, Château


Montrose, Château


Pez, Château de


St.-Julien


Branaire-Ducru, Château


Ducru-Beaucaillou, Château


Gruaud-Larose, Château


Lagrange, Château


Léoville-Barton, Château


Léoville-Las Cases, Château


Léoville-Poyferré, Château


Talbot, Château


Sauternes


Climens, Château


Coutet, Château


Doisy-Daëne, Château


Fargues, Château de


Filhot, Château


Gilette, Château


Guiraud, Château


La Rame, Château


Lafaurie-Peyraguey, Château


Malle, Château de


Nairac, Château


Rabaud-Promis, Château


Rayne-Vigneau, Château


Riessec, Château


Suduiraut, Château


Tour Blanche, Château La


Yquem, Château d’


Yquem, Y de Château d’


Burgundy


Chablis


Dauvissat, René & Vincent


Droin, Domaine


Fèvre, Domaine William


Long-Depaquit, Domaine


Raveneau, Domaine


Côte Chalonnaise


Auvenay, Domaine d’


Villaine, Domaine A. et P. de


Côte de Beaune


Angerville, Dom. Marquis d’


Armand, Domaine du Comte


Boillot, Domaine Jean-Marc


Bonneau du Martray, Dom.


Bouchard Père et Fils


Carillon, Domaine


Coche-Dury, Domaine


Darviot-Perrin, Domaine


Drouhin, Domaine Joseph


Jobard, Domaine François


Lafarge, Domaine Michel


Lafon, Domaine des Comtes


Leflaive, Domaine


Montille, Domaine Hubert de


Ramonet, Domaine


Rollin, Domaine


Romanée-Conti, Dom. de la


Roulot, Domaine Guy


Sauzet, Domaine Etienne


Vogüé, Dom. Comte Georges de


Côte de Nuits


Bachelet, Domaine Denis


Barthod, Domaine Ghislaine


Bouchard Père & Fils


Cathiard, Domaine Sylvain


Clos de Tart


Drouhin, Domaine Joseph


Dugat, Domaine Claude


Dugat-Pÿ, Domaine


Dujac, Domaine


Engel, Domaine René


Fourrier, Domaine


Gouges, Domaine Henri


Grivot, Domaine Jean


Gros, Domaine Anne


Jayer, Domaine Henri


Lamarche, Domaine


Lambrays, Domaine des


Leroy, Domaine


Liger-Belair, Dom. du Vicomte


Maume, Domaine


Méo-Camuzet, Domaine


Mugnier, Domaine J.-F.


Ponsot, Domaine


Rémy, Domaine Louis


Romanée-Conti, Dom. de la


Roumier, Domaine Georges


Rousseau, Domaine Armand


Mâconnais


Fuissé, Château de


Guffens-Heynen, Domaine


Lafon, Héritiers du Comte


Thévenet, Jean


Verget, Maison


Champagne


Billecart-Salmon


Bollinger


Dom Pérignon


Gosset


Gratien, Alfred


Heidsieck, Charles


Henriot


Laurent-Perrier


Michel, Bruno


Côte des Bar


Drappier


Mathieu, Serge


Moutard


Côte des Blancs


Agrapart


Cazals, Claude


Dampierre, Comte Audoin de


De Sousa


Delamotte


Diebolt-Vallois


Gimonnet, Pierre


Krug


Larmandier-Bernier


Lilbert-Fils


Mumm


Perrier-Jouët


Peters, Pierre


Pol Roger


Pommery


Robert, Alain


Roederer, Louis


Salon


Selosse, Jacques


Taittinger


Veuve Fourny


Massif de St. Thierry


Boulard, Raymond


Montagne de Reims


Billiot, Henri


Cattier


Clouet, André


Deutz


Dom Ruinart


Egly-Ouriet


Giraud, Henri


Jacquesson


Krug


Philipponnat


Prévost, Jérôme


Vilmart


Vallée de la Marne


Beaumont des Crayères


Billecart-Salmon


Collard, René


De Meric


Pouillon, Roger


Tarlant


Veuve Clicquot


Jura/Savoy


Arlay, Château d’


Dupasquier, Domaine


Grange des Pères


Labet, Domaine


Macle, Jean


Prieuré de St.-Jean de Bébian


Puffeney, Jacques


Quenard, André et Michel


Tissot, André & Mireille


Languedoc-Roussillon


Borie de Maurel


Gauby, Domaine


La Rectorie, Domaine de


Le Soula


Mas Amiel


Mas Blanc


Mas de Daumas Gassac


Matassa, Domaine


Négly, Château de la


Prieuré St.-Christophe, Dom.


Tour Vieille, Domaine La


Loire


Anjou-Saumur


Baudouin, Domaine Patrick


Baumard, Domaine des


Bouvet Ladubay


Clos de la Coulée de Serrant


Gratien & Meyer


Langlois Château


Pithon, Domaine Jo


Central Vineyards


Bourgeois, Domaine Henri


Cotat, François


Crochet, Lucien


Dagueneau, Didier


Meín, Viña


Mellot, Alphonse


Pellé, Domaine Henry


Pinard, Vincent


Pays Nantais


Ecu, Domaine de l’


Pierre-Bise, Château


Touraine


Champalou, Didier et Catherine


Chidaine, Domaine François


Clos Naudin, Domaine du


Couly-Dutheil


Druet, Pierre-Jacques


Huet, Domaine


Marionnet, Henri


Taille aux Loups, Dom. de la


Provence


Bandol


Tempier, Domaine


Bouches du Rhône


Trévallon, Domaine de


Palette


Simone, Château


Rhône


Northern


Chapoutier, Domaine


Chave, Domaine J.-L.


Clape, Domaine Auguste


Graillot, Alain


Grillet, Château


Guigal


Jaboulet Aîné, Paul


Perret, André


Rostaing, René


Sorrel, Marc


Vernay, Georges


Verset, Noël


Southern


Beaucastel, Château de


Bonneau, Henri


Cayron, Domaine du


Chapoutier, M.


Clos des Papes


Gourt de Mautens, Domaine


Mordorée, Domaine de la


Rayas, Château


Vieux Télégraphe, Dom. du


Southwest


Cahors


Cèdre, Château du


Lagrézette, Château


Gaillac


Plageoles, Robert & Bernard


Jurançon


Cauhapé, Domaine


Clos Uroulat


Madiran


Montus, Château


Monbazillac


Tirecul La Gravière, Château


GERMANY


Ahr


Meyer-Näkel


Franken


Sauer


Mosel-Saar-Ruwer


Busch, Clemens


Christoffel


Grans-Fassian


Haag, Fritz


Heymann-Löwenstein


Hövel, Weingut von


Karthäuserhof


Kesselstatt, Reichsgraf von


Loosen, Dr.


Maximin Grünhauser


Müller, Egon


Prüm, J.J.


Richter, Max Ferd.


Schaefer, Willi


Schloss Lieser


Selbach-Oster


Vollenweider


Volxem, Weingut van


Zilliken


Nahe


Diel, Schlossgut


Dönnhoff, Hermann


Emrich-Schönleber


Pfalz


Bassermann-Jordan, Dr. von


Buhl, Reichsrat von


Bürklin-Wolf, Dr.


Christmann


Koehler-Ruprecht, Weingut


Müller-Catoir


Rebholz


Rheingau


Breuer, Georg


Staatsweingüter Kloster Eberbach


Staatsweingüter Kloster Eberbach Assmannhäuser


Künstler, Franz


Schloss Vollrads


Weil, Robert


Rheinhessen


Blue Nun


Gunderloch


Heyl zu Herrnsheim, Freiherr


Keller, Weingut


Wittmann, Weingut


GREECE


Gaia


Gerovassiliou


Santorini


Arghyros, Yannis


HUNGARY


Tokaj


Disznóko


Gróf Dégenfeld


Hétsolo


Királyudvar


Oremus


Royal Tokaji Wine Co.


Szepsy


INDIA


Sahyadri Valley


Omar Khayyam


ITALY


Abruzzo


Valentini


Alto Adige


Abbazia di Novacella


Lageder, Alois


Mayr, Josephus


Niedrist, Ignaz


Basilicata


D’Angelo


Fucci, Elena


Paternoster


Tenuta Le Querce


Campania


Colli di Lapio


Cuomo, Marisa


Ferrara, Benito


Feudi di San Gregorio


Mastroberardino


Molettieri, Salvatore


Montevetrano


Emilia Romagna


Castelluccio


Medici Ermete


Zerbina, Fattoria


Friuli Venezia Giulia


Collio


Borgo del Tiglio


Colle Duga


Gravner, Josko


Schiopetto


Colli Orientali del Friuli


Felluga, Livio


Le Due Terre


Miani


Isonzo


Vie di Romans


Lazio


Castel de Paolis


Falesco


Fiorano


Lombardy


Franciacorta


Bellavista


Cà del Bosco


Cavalleri


Valtellina


Negri, Nino


Marche


Bucci


La Monacesca


Piedmont


Asti


Braida


Coppo


La Morandina


Gavi


Soldati La Scolca


Langhe


Accornero


Altare, Elio


Azelia


Ca’ Viola


Cascina Corte


Cavallotto


Clerico, Domenico


Conterno, Giacomo


Conterno Fantino


Correggia, Matteo


Dogliotti, Romano


Gaja


Giacosa, Bruno


Grasso, Elio


Grasso, Silvio


La Spinetta


Malvirà


Marcarini


Mascarello, Bartolo


Mascarello, Giuseppe


Moccagatta


Nada, Fiorenzo


Oberto, Andrea


Paitin


Parusso


Pelissero, Giorgio


Produttori del Barbaresco


Rinaldi, Giuseppe


Sandrone, Luciano


Scavino, Paolo


Vajra, Azienda Agricola G.D.


Vigneti Massa


Voerzio, Roberto


Puglia


Candido


Sardinia


Capichera


Còntini, Attilio


Romangia


Dettori, Azienda Agricola


Santadi


Santadi


Serdiana-Cagliari


Argiolas


Sicily


COS


Palari Faro


Tasca d’Almerita


Marsala


De Bartoli


Florio


Pellegrino, Carlo


Mount Etna


Tenuta delle Terre Nere


Pantelleria


Donnafugata


Murana, Salvatore


Trentino Alto Adige


Ferrari, Giulio


Foradori


Terlano, Cantina di


Tuscany


Castello dei Rampolla


Fontodi


Isole e Olena


Petrolo


Tenuta Sette Ponti


Vecchie Terre di Montefili


Bolgheri


Antinori


Ca’ Marcanda


Castello del Terriccio


Grattamacco


Le Macchiole


Satta, Michele


Tenuta dell’Ornellaia


Tenuta San Guido


Carmignano


Capezzana, Villa di


Piaggia


Castagneto Carducci-Maremma


Tua Rita


Chianti


Castello di Ama


Fattoria La Massa


Fèlsina Berardenga


Montevertine


Querciabella, Agricola


Colline Lucchesi


Tenuta di Valgiano


Massa Marittima


Moris Farms


Montalcino


Argiano


Banfi


Biondi Santi


Costanti, Andrea


Pacenti, Siro


Pieve di Santa Restituta


Podere


Salvioni


Soldera


Montepulciano


Avignonesi


Boscarelli


Poliziano


Valdipiatta


San Gimignano


Cesani, Vincenzo


Sant’Angelo in Colle


Lisini


Umbria


Montefalco


Caprai, Arnaldo


Veneto


Breganze


Maculan


Illasi


Dal Forno, Romano


Quintarelli


Serafini e Vidotto


Soave


Anselmi, Roberto


Inama, Stefana


Nardello, Daniele


Pieropan


Tamellini


Valdobbiadene


Adami


Bisol


Col Vetoraz


Valpolicella


Allegrini


Bussola, Tommaso


LEBANON


Bekaa Valley


Kefraya, Château


Ksara, Château


Musar, Château


LUXEMBOURG


Moselle Luxembourgeoise


Duhr, Mme. Aly, et Fils


NEW ZEALAND


Auckland


Kumeu


Kumeu River


Waiheke Island


Goldwater


Stonyridge


Te Motu


Central Otago


Felton Road


Mount Difficulty


Peregrine


Rippon


Gisborne


Millton Vineyard


Hawke’s Bay


Craggy Range


Te Mata


Trinity Hill


Marlborough


Cloudy Bay


Framingham


Fromm Winery


Herzog


Hunter’s


Isabel


Jackson Estate


Montana Deutz Marlborough


Seresin


Martinborough


Ata Rangi


Dry River


Nelson


Neudorf


PORTUGAL


Alentejo


Cortes de Cima


Herdade de Cartuxa


Herdade de Mouchão


Herdade do Esporão


Quinta do Mouro


Bairrada


Pato, Luís


Dão


Quinta dos Roques


Douro


Barca Velha


Chryseia


Croft


Delaforce


Dow’s


Duas Quintas


Fonseca


Graham’s


Mateus


Niepoort,


Quinta do Côtto


Quinta do Noval


Quinta do Portal


Quinta do Vale Meão


Ramos Pinto


Rosa, Quinta de la


Sandeman


Smith Woodhouse


Taylor’s


Vesúvio, Quinta do


Warre’s


Madeira


Barbeito


Blandy’s


Cossart Gordon


Henriques & Henriques


Leacock’s


Setúbal


Fonseca, José Maria da


Minho


Soalheiro


SLOVENIA


Kozana


Kogl Estate


Simcic, Edi


SOUTH AFRICA


Boberg


KWV


Cape Point


Cape Point Vineyards


Coastal Region


Boekenhoutskloof


Constantia


Klein Constantia


Steenberg


Durbanville


GS


Elgin


Cluver, Paul


Oak Valley


Franschhoek


Chamonix


Paarl


Nederburg


Simonsberg-Stellenbosch


Kanonkop


Stellenbosch


Anwilka/Klein Constantia


Bredell’s


De Trafford


Els, Ernie


Le Riche


Meerlust


Morgenster


Rudera


Rust en Vrede


Rustenberg


Thelema


Vergelegen


Swartland


Fairview


Sadie Family


Walker Bay


Bouchard-Finlayson


Hamilton Russell Vineyards


Western Cape


Solms-Hegewisch


SPAIN


Alicante


Gutiérrez de la Vega


Mendoza, E.


Andalusia


Calvente


Aragón


Calatayud


San Alejandro


Campo de Borja


Borsao


Somontano


Viñas del Vero


Basque Country


Bizkaiko Txakolina


Itsasmendi


Bierzo


Palacios, Descendientes de J.


Tares, Dominio de


Tilenus


Valtuille


Castilla y León


Mauro


Castilla-La Mancha


La Mancha


Casa Gualda


Más Que Vinos


Manchuela


Finca Sandoval


Méntrida


Canopy


Montes de Toledo


Marqués de Griñón


Catalonia


Penedès


Can Ràfols dels Caus


Castillo de Perelada


Colet


Torres


Montsant


Capçanes, Celler de


Venus


Priorat


Clos Erasmus


Clos Mogador


Costers del Siurana


Mas Doix


Mas Martinet


Palacios, Alvaro


Vall Llach


Sant Sadurní d’Anoia


Codorníu, Jaume


Freixenet


Gramona


Origan, L’


Raventós i Blanc


Torelló, Agustí


Sot


Yecla


Castaño


Galicia


Rías Baixas


Ferreiro, Do


Fillaboa


Lusco do Miño


Palacio de Fefiñanes


Pazo de Señoras


Ribeiro


Mein, Viña


Rojo, Emilio


Valdeorras


Guitián


Jerez de la Frontera


Bodegas Tradición


Domecq, Pedro


El Maestro Sierra


Garvey


González Byass


Hidalgo, Emilio


Luque, M. Gil


Marqués del Real Tesoro


Paternina


Rey Fernando de Castilla


Sánchez Romate


Valdespino


Williams & Humbert


Jumilla


Olivares Dulce


Lanzarote


El Grifo


Majorca


Ànima Negra


Málaga


Ordoñez, Jorge & Co


Rodríguez, Telmo


Montilla-Moriles


Aguilar de la Frontera


Toro Albalá


Montilla


Alvear


Péres Barquero


Murchia


Casa Castillo


El Nido


Finca Luzón


Navarra


Chivite


Guelbenzu


El Puerto de Santa María


Gutiérrez Colosía


Osborne


Ribera del Duero


Aalto, Bodegas


Alión


Atauta, Dominio de


Hacienda Monasterio


Moro, Emilio


Pagos de los Capellanes


Pesquera, Tinto


Pingus, Dominio del


Sastre, Viña


Silos, Cillar de


Vega Sicilia


Yerro, Alonso del


Rioja


Allende


Artadi


Contador


Contino


CVNE


Izadi, Viña


La Rioja Alta


López de Heredia


Marqués de Murrieta


Marqués de Riscal


Martínez-Bujanda


Mendoza, Abel


Muga


Remelluri


Remírez de Ganuza


Roda, Bodegas


San Vicente


Rueda


Belondrade y Lurton


Ossian


Palacio de Bornos


Sanlúcar de Barrameda


Argüeso


Barbadillo


Delgado Zuleta


Hidalgo-La Gitana


Lustau


Péres Marín


Romero, Pedro


Sánchez Ayala


Toro


Gago Pago La Jara


Maurodos


Pintia


Vega de Toro


Valdeorras


Palacios, Rafa


Valencia


Mustiguillo, Bodega


Roure, Celler del


SWITZERLAND


Germanier, Jean-René


Mercier, Denis


UKRAINE


Massandra Collection


UNITED STATES


California


Livermore Valley


Cellars, Kalin


Madera County


Quady


Mendocino


Roederer Estate


Napa Valley


Araujo Estate Wines


Beaulieu Vineyard


Beringer


Caymus


Chappellet


Chimney Rock


Colgin Cellars


Corison


Dalla Valle


Diamond Creek Vineyards


Dominus


Duckhorn Vineyards


Dunn Vineyards


Far Niente


Freemark Abbey


Frog’s Leap


Grace Family Vineyards


Harlan Estate


Heitz Wine Cellars


Jade Mountain


La Jota Vineyard Company


Mayacamas


Mondavi, Robert


Montelena, Château


Newton Vineyards


Niebaum-Coppola Estate


Opus One


Pahlmeyer


Phelps, Joseph


Quintessa


Ramey Hyde Vineyard


Schram, J.


Screaming Eagle


Shafer


Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars


Stony Hill


Thackrey, Sean


Turley Wine Cellars


Santa Barbara


Au Bon Climat


Fiddlehead


Ojai Vineyard


Qupé


Santa Clara County


Ridge


Santa Cruz


Bonny Doon


Bruce, David


Mount Eden


Santa Rita Hills


Sanford


Santa Ynez Valley


Qupé


Sonoma County / Sonoma Valley


Dutton Goldfield


Flowers


Gloria Ferrer


Hanzell


Hirsch Vineyards


Iron Horse


Kistler


Landmark


Littorai Wines


Marcassin


Marimar Torres Estate


Michael, Peter, Winery


Peay Vineyards


Pride Mountain


Radio-Coteau


Ravenswood


Rochioli, J.


Seghesio


Swan, Joseph


Williams Selyem


New York


Finger Lakes


Frank, Dr. Konstantin


Long Island


Channing Daughters


Lenz


Macari Vineyard


Paumanok


Oregon


Willamette Valley


Beaux Frères


Drouhin, Domaine


Eyrie Vineyards


Texas


Llano Estacado


Washington State


Columbia Valley


Chateau Ste. Michelle


K Vintners


L’Ecole No.


Leonetti Cellars


Quilceda Creek


Yakima Valley


DeLille Cellars


URUGUAY


Carrau, Bodegas
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SPARKLING WINES





Adami


Prosecco di Valdobbiadene Bosco di Gica Brut NV





Origin Italy, Veneto, Valdobbiadene


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 11% ABV


Grapes Prosecco 97%, Chardonnay 3%





[image: image]


In 1920, Abele Adami, grandfather of the present owners, purchased a beautiful vineyard from the Count Balbi Valier. This marked the birth of the Adami estate and its great Proseccos. It appears that the Prosecco grape was originally from the Trieste province, in the far northeast of Italy, on the border with Slovenia, where it is locally called Glera. Nevertheless, it was in the Treviso province that this grape was best understood, producing the beautiful, thirst-quenching, uncomplicatedly fruity wine beloved by so many people.


The Adami Bosco di Gica is produced almost exclusively from Prosecco grapes: A tiny percentage of Chardonnay is used to give more depth to the final blend. Do not be fooled by the Champagne-shaped bottle into thinking that Prosecco is a wine for celebrations or important toasts. The real role of this wine is to give you a small, everyday treat. Open it to welcome unexpected friends, or discover its versatility by matching it with a Parma ham and melon platter—this combination is guaranteed to get you hooked on the wine, and there is no doubt that you will soon be back for more. AS


[image: image]  Drink: current release within 1-2 years


See all wines from Sparkling wines





SPARKLING WINES





Agrapart


L’Avizoise 2002





Origin France, Champagne, Côte des Blancs


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grape Chardonnay





[image: image]


The brothers Pascal and Fabrice Agrapart own 23.5 acres (9.5 ha) of quite exceptional vineyards, mainly in the grands crus of Oger, Cramant, Oiry, and Avize—Chardonnay country par excellence. All efforts are made to express fully their fabulous terroirs in the glass. The Agraparts’ painstaking methods of vineyard care include plowing between the rows with a horse to enrich the biological life of the soils. One of their cuvées—Vénus—is even named after the beautiful white mare that does this work in the Avize lieu-dit Les Fosses. Agrapart Champagnes are the result of precise vinifications of this and other lieux-dits, the use of indigenous yeasts, and long aging on the lees in large oak casks whose size and relative age (eight years on average) prevent overtly oaky flavors.


L’Avizoise is the brothers’ best-known Champagne, a pure Avize from Les Robards vineyard, whose rich clay elements give the wine great staying power. Yet the chief virtues of this 2002 are its ripeness, lacelike elegance, and harmony—traits typical of this very great vintage and which put it on a par with supreme years like 1982. ME


[image: image]  Drink: 2009–2020


See all wines from Sparkling wines





SPARKLING WINES





Agustí Torelló


Kripta 2002





Origin Spain, Penedès, Sant Sadurní d’Anoia


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 11.5% ABV


Grapes Macabeo, Xarel-lo, Parellada





[image: image]


This family business, located in the outskirts of Sant Sadurní d’Anoia, was founded in the 1950s by Agustí Torelló Mata, and is now managed by his four sons. Their grapes are mostly grown on their 69-acre (28 ha) estate; the rest come from growers who subscribe to their strict vineyard practices.


All the sparkling wines are produced using the three traditional white varieties of Cava, with the red variety Trepat exclusively destined for their sparkling rosé. Each variety is grown in a specific location and plays a specific role in the final blend: Macabeo, grown in the coastal area of Garraf, provides finesse and elegance; Xarel-lo, from the low Penedès at 656 feet (200 m) above sea level, adds body and structure; while Parellada, from the Alt Penedès at 1,640 feet (500 m), supplies acidity and freshness.


Kripta is original not least for its Rafael Bartolozzi-designed bottle, in the shape of an amphora, as well as for its long aging period of over four years. This maturity, anchored in excellent fruit, gives a delicate creaminess, fine bubbles, and a complex nose of almonds, brioche, and toast. The palate is rich and savory, with toasty echoes. JB


[image: image]  Drink: to 2012+


See all wines from Sparkling wines





SPARKLING WINES





Alain Robert


Réserve Le Mesnil Tête de Cuvée 1986





Origin France, Champagne, Côte des Blancs


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grape Chardonnay





[image: image]


Following the intense 1985 vintage in Champagne, 1986 has stood in the shadow of its elder sibling. In the case of pure Chardonnay champagnes, that is a pity for, in the hands of Alain Robert, this 1986 vintage wine is a marvel of both vigor and subtle nuance a full twenty years after its creation.


Robert is a perfectionist producer whose youngest Champagne cuvée is not released until it is at least seven years old. He knows that Le Mesnil is a particularly privileged vineyard site from which the emerging young wines demonstrate such mouth-puckering acidity that they really need—but often do not get—a decade or two to display their mineral magnificence.


The appropriate plots in this large and varied commune are also crucial. The oldest vines—in this instance thirty years old—are reserved for the vintage Tête de Cuvée (the flagship bottling of the estate). The 1986 vintage has a superb hue of luminous Welsh gold and aromas of succulent peaches and Asian spices; the palate confirms a seamless Champagne, long, richly complex, but in no way overextracted. Perfection. ME


[image: image]  Drink: to 2016+


See all wines from Sparkling wines





SPARKLING WINES





Alfred Gratien

1998




Origin France, Champagne


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, Pinot Meunier





[image: image]


This highly individualistic Champagne house was founded in 1867 by Alfred Gratien, a sparkling-wine maker from Saumur. The house is now owned by Henkell, the mighty Sekt producer. Wisely, the German giant has been happy to leave their Gratien baby in the safe and tender care of the Jaeger family, cellar masters here over three generations.


The Champagne making is splendidly traditional throughout the range. From the utterly reliable NV Brut (shipped to the Wine Society in Britain without a break since 1906) right up to the exquisite prestige Cuvée Paradis, all the wines are vinified in oak barrels. Malolactic fermention is avoided to ensure that the Champagnes live long, distinguished lives.


This will certainly be the case with this Gratien 1998 Vintage, a year of much more substance than the preceding charming ’97. This younger wine is a brilliant, shimmering gold. The aromas are already expressive and developed, with notes of grilled bread and brioche. The mouthfeel is beautifully crisp, fresh, and precise, but with great depth of both citrus and stone fruit flavors that will develop gradually over the next decade. Bravo! ME


[image: image]  Drink: 2009–2020


See all wines from Sparkling wines





SPARKLING WINES





André Clouet


Cuvée 1911 NV





Origin France, Champagne, Montagne de Reims


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grape Pinot Noir





[image: image]


In 1911, the great-grandfather of the present generation of André Clouet Champagne designed an ornate ancien régime label in tribute to the estate’s founder, a printer to Louis XV’s court at Versailles. Today, the label plays the role of ambassador for the nostalgic wine of love and gaiety—incomparably represented by Manet’s painting of the bar of Paris’s Folies Bergères, where the Cuvée 1911 is still stocked.


The Champagne is even better than its label. As the prestige blend of this 24-acre (8 ha) domaine, the Champagne comprises ten lieux-dits, all grand cru Pinot Noir sites in Bouzy. The color is a vivid gold; the aromas are fresh and floral, with a secondary bouquet of Pinot-like fruits (notably peaches); though full and palate-filling, the mouthfeel is beautifully balanced, enhanced by the invigorating yet smoothly swirling bubbles. A racy, high-quality Blanc de Noirs. Neatly, production is exactly 1,911 bottles—Pierre Santz-Clouet and his globe-trotting son, Jean-François, clearly have a sense of humor. 


They also make an exceptional Blanc de Noirs Extra Brut, which respected U.S. taster Matt Kramer says is the best he has ever sampled. ME


[image: image]  Drink: to 2015+


See all wines from Sparkling wines





SPARKLING WINES





Beaumont des Crayères


Fleur de Prestige 1996





Origin France, Champagne, Vallée de la Marne


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Chardonnay 50%, P. Noir 40%, P. Meunier 10%





[image: image]


Beaumont des Crayères is the sonorous brand name for the respected bijou Champagne cooperative of Mardeuil, near Epernay. The 247 members cultivate 235 acres (95 ha) of fine vineyards, mainly on the sunny slopes of Cumières and Mardeuil: These premiers crus are renowned for bright, fruit-laden Pinot Noir and refined Pinot Meunier.


Since 1987, Beaumont’s chef de cave, Jean-Paul Bertus, has created elegant, opulent Champagnes—notably the Fleur de Prestige, the least expensive of Beaumont’s vintage range. The Fleur 1996 is the grand apéritif par excellence, combining exhilarating acidity and tender ripeness. The presence of Chardonnay shows in the bright-green flashes among the deep-gold colors; the bubbles are lacelike, persistent yet gentle; aromas of spring flowers mingle with the hedgerow fragrances of hawthorn and honeysuckle. As the wine warms, the bouquet embraces pear, peach, and fresh hazelnut. The finish has a splendid mass of lemony freshness.


For regular drinking, Beaumont’s non-vintage Grande Réserve is a fine example of how good Meunier-led Champagne can be. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Bellavista


Gran Cuvée Brut 1999





Origin Italy, Lombardy, Franciacorta


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12.5% ABV


Grapes Chardonnay 72%, Pinot Noir 28%





[image: image]


The Bellavista estate was created in 1976, when Vittorio Moretti decided to transform a small family-owned azienda agricola into what is today a world-class wine estate. He was helped by Mattia Vezzola, the winemaker, who received the Best Italian Winemaker Award in 2004. Vezzola has a restrained and very elegant touch with his wines—a personality and a style that is easily recognizable, even in his entry-level cuvées.


A wine like the Gran Cuvée Brut 1999 makes you see what all the excitement is about. The wines that made it into the final blend were fermented in new oak barrels. After blending and the second fermentation in bottle, the wine was left on its lees for thirty-six months. The result is a wine that has a pale, straw-yellow color with bright greenish tinges. The bubbles are very fine, and the mousse is dense and harmonious. On the nose, it wins you over with a bouquet of fruity Chardonnay notes and more mature bread and fresh yeast notes. It gently fills the mouth with its vibrant freshness, while the soft bubbles seem to sustain the palate, carrying the flavors through a remarkably long finish. AS
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SPARKLING WINES





Billecart-Salmon


Clos St.-Hilaire 1996





Origin France, Champagne, Vallée de la Marne


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grape Pinot Noir





This prestigious small Champagne house has always been innovative, and the latest addition to its range is its most exciting new venture yet. Brothers François and Antoine Rolland-Billecart are proud of their house’s reputation for balance, elegance, and finesse, but wanted to show that they could produce richer, more structured wines as well. Clos St.-Hilaire affords the exhilarating proof.


The 2.4-acre (0.97 ha) Clos St.-Hilaire, close to the Billecart-Salmon winery in Mareuil-sur-Aÿ and named after the patron saint of the village, has long been recognized as a special site. First planted with Pinot Noir in 1964, it was used for twenty-five years to produce red wine for rosé. Although its easterly exposure would normally be considered less than ideal, its proximity to the village, its own walls, and its deep, rich soil result in rich, ripe wines. Concentration is increased by restricting the yield, and only the coeur de cuvée (the best part of the press run) is used.


The 1995 was a brilliant debut, but the 1996 is more spectacular still. Disgorged after ten years, it received an Extra Brut dosage of 4.5 g/l, to soften slightly the severity of this scintillating vintage. For François Billecart-Salmon it is the greatest Champagne ever produced by the house. Along with Bollinger’s Vieilles Vignes Françaises, Jacquesson’s Vauzelle Termes, and Philipponnat’s Clos des Goisses, this Blanc de Noirs may be celebrated as the ultimate expression of a rare and special style. NB
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SPARKLING WINES





Billecart-Salmon


Cuvée Nicolas François Billecart 1982





Origin France, Champagne


Style Sparkling dry white white, 12% ABV


Grapes Pinot Noir 60%, Chardonnay 40%
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Rather than being Billecart-Salmon’s greatest ever vintage, 1982 represents the greatest vintage of Billecart’s modern era. This era can be defined by the introduction of double débourbage and a very long and cool first fermentation, which can detrimentally affect the autolysis and create bland amylic aromas such as peardrops and bubblegum. In practice, however, these processes have led to a high degree of finesse. Another innovation was replacing large vats with sixty-odd small vats, which, unusually, allows Billecart to vinify on a plot-by-plot basis.


The person responsible for these changes was James Coffinet, the chef de cave between 1976 and 1985 (after which he made equally great Champagnes at Pol Roger until his retirement in 1999). Coffinet was a brilliant winemaker, but he liked Champagne so much that he tended to walk into things. Painfully thin, with a trademarked bandaged head, he looked more like a shell-shocked soldier than a winemaker, but as the exquisitely balanced Billecart-Salmon 1982 Cuvée Nicolas François demonstrates unquestionably, he was one of Champagne’s greatest maestros. TS
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SPARKLING WINES





Bisol


Cartizze Prosecco 2005





Origin Italy, Veneto, Valdobbiadene


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 11.5% ABV


Grape Prosecco
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Italy has not traditionally been associated with the production of first-rank sparkling wines. The Asti of Piedmont has its die-hard fans, but for anything drier one had to look to Prosecco. Here, wines with the kind of vulgar fruit character often connoted as tutti-frutti were cheaply and cheerfully produced.


In the 1990s, however, Prosecco began to move up in the world as a result of wholesale rethinking of its vinification procedures, more stringent demarcation of appropriate vineyard land, and the quality-led approach of producers such as Bisol.


The family-run Bisol winery has been making wine in this area since the mid-sixteenth century and owns all the vineyards that supply its wines. Its Cartizze bottling bears eloquent witness to the revolution. Grown on crumbly, stony soil—effectively the cru district of Prosecco where the grapes ripen surprisingly slowly (harvests typically start only in mid-October)—it is made by the Charmat, or tank, method. The wines do not announce a vintage on the front label, but are the product of single harvests nonetheless.


This Bisol Cartizze Prosecco is invitingly aromatic, with subtle almond and pear fragrances. On the palate, its gentle mousse is complemented by crisp but ripe acidity, lightish alcohol (11.5 percent), and a firm, substantial finish. Its 25 g/l of sugar lends it a not quite demi-sec softness. It is the kind of sparkler that would stand up to food, perhaps a first course of seared scallops. SW
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SPARKLING WINES





Bollinger


R.D. 1996





Origin France, Champagne


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Pinot Noir 70%, Chardonnay 30%
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R.D. (Recently Disgorged) Champagne is a concept unique to Bollinger. Other houses very occasionally disgorge an exceptional wine quite late in its maturity, but none does it with quite the élan that this aristocratic firm has employed since 1952. Before it becomes an R.D., the wine is a Grande Année—Bollinger’s prestigious Vintage Champagne—but one that matures over a far longer period, anything from eight to twenty years, sometimes more. During this time, R.D. develops subtle, multifaceted aromas, as well as creating a unique vinous style that is Bollinger’s expression of great Pinot Noir, but it minds its manners in the company of elegant Chardonnay, which represents just under one-third of the blend.


The weather during 1996 was extraordinary: a crisp, dry winter, with little frost; budding in a hot mid-April, lack of rain and high temperatures recalling 1976; a difficult flowering of Chardonnay in June; a very hot summer until mid-August, then rain; a changeable September, with low nighttime temperatures; and a harvest under cloudless, sunny skies. The result is a rare combination of high natural sugar and acidity. Released as Grande Année, the 1996 showed remarkable verve and bounce, allied to deep wells of Pinot-led fruit. In its R.D. incarnation, that vigor remains, though the nose has developed secondary complexities of dark chocolate and spice; in the mouth, the flavors confirm the aromas, with a burgeoning vinosity, silky texture, and very long finish. This R.D. is still evolving and improving. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Bollinger


Vieilles Vignes Françaises Blanc de Noirs 1996





Origin France, Champagne


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12%ABV


Grape Pinot Noir
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This is the beast of Bollinger, the wine that bred the lie that all Blanc de Noirs are big. (Most other Blanc de Noirs have a typical Champagne structure, and some can even be relatively light in weight.) There are two mutually dependent reasons why Vieilles Vignes Françaises is so big: The fact that the grapes are grown on ungrafted vines, and the inflexibility of Champagne’s bureaucracy. Thanks to the bureaucrats, this Blanc de Blancs has always been produced from overripe grapes, resulting in a super-concentrated Champagne of extraordinary quality.


Until 2005, Vieilles Vignes Françaises was made from three tiny plots of ungrafted wines: Chaudes Terres (actually in Bollinger’s back garden in Aÿ), Clos St.-Jacques (a walled garden, also in Aÿ, but on the western outskirts), and Croix Rouge (on a corner just outside Bouzy, on the road to Louvois). In 2004, however, the vines in Croix Rouge were decimated by phylloxera, so from 2005 Vieilles Vignes Françaises will be a monocru. It is difficult to single out one vintage that you should drink before you die, but the 1996 is as massive as they come—intensely flavored, and probably able to last longer than most. TS
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SPARKLING WINES





Bouvet Ladubay


Cuvée Trésor Brut NV





Origin France, Loire, Saumur


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Chenin Blanc 80%, Chardonnay 20%
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For those of us who love the Loire valley, Saumur is a special place. Protected by the mild climate of the great river, the White Town and its vineyards have been the heartland of Chenin Blanc for centuries. In the late nineteenth century, Etienne Bouvet built huge edifices from the local tuffau stone to house his wine production, adding electric light to his cellars and decent lodgings for his workers. By the turn of the century, Bouvet Ladubay was the leading producer of sparkling Saumur Brut. It is still so today.


Cuvée Trésor is Bouvet’s prestige blend, featuring the best parcels of wine from a 9 x 18-mile (14 x 28 km) rectangle of land around Saumur; the selected wine growers, up to 120 in all, are known affectionately as the true “gardeners of Chenin.” The wine is first fermented in new Tronçais oak casks, giving it a lustrous golden color with flashes of green. Exotic spices on the nose lead to a full-on palate, muscular yet fine, very Chenin, mouth-filling, and full of character. The Chardonnay element lends finesse, particularly affecting the surprisingly elegant finish. Of other blends, the Saphir Brut is a fine price-saving alternative, fermented in stainless steel. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Bruno Michel


Cuvée Blanche NV





Origin France, Champagne


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Pinot Meunier 53%, Chardonnay 47%





This is an exciting, small house that has been created almost from nothing by the application, passion, and vision of its current owners. Bruno Michel’s father owned vines but did not produce wine. After graduating with a degree in microbiology, Bruno became a nurseryman, but from 1982 started to buy and rent vines. He and his wife Cathérine now cultivate some forty-three different parcels over 37 acres (15 ha) from the small village of Pierry.


The Michels adopted organic viticulture in 1999, and are gradually converting to biodynamics. Since 1994 they have used Burgundy barriques, purchased from one of the most prestigious producers in the Côte de Beaune, for the first fermentation, making possible the separate treatment of all the different parcels. The fate of each barrel is decided by blind tasting rather than by the origin of the wine. Indigenous yeasts are used for some lots, bâtonnage is practiced where it will add beneficial richness, and the malolactic proceeds as it will. All of the wines spend at least three years sur lattes.


Bruno wants his Cuvée Blanche to be much more than an average NV cuvée de base; even here he wants to produce something “a little original.” Fermentation partly in wood, and the blend of two varieties from different villages and vintages, result in a complexity that is exceptional for such an affordable, entry-level wine. The nose has great allure and interest, at once exotic, floral, and mineral, while the palate is fine and flourishing. AS
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SPARKLING WINES





Cà del Bosco


Cuvée Annamaria Clementi 1996





Origin Italy, Lombardy, Franciacorta


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12.5% ABV


Grapes Chardonnay 60%, P. Blanc 20%, P. Noir 20%
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Annamaria Clementi is the prestige cuvée that takes its name from the mother of Maurizio Zanella, the founder of Cà del Bosco. Equally sentimentally, the name of the estate refers to Annamaria Clementi’s move into a large “house in the woods” (Cà del Bosco) in Franciacorta in 1965. It was at this time that Zanella fell in love with the area and decided to commence wine production there. The official version states that “after studying at the Faculty of Enology in Bordeaux, Maurizio Zanella decided to start producingTraditional Method sparkling wines”—although the first vintage of his Annamaria Clementi was 1979 and he studied in Bordeaux in 1980.


With every sip, this cuvée testifies to the huge potential of the area. In the 1996 wine—an intense straw-yellow color with golden hues—is the background to a fine and very persistent mousse. The nose is well defined and mesmerizing. The initial fruity notes (citrus fruits and pears) open into floral scents rounded off by a delicate yeastiness and a touch of vanilla. The perfect synergy between the acidity and mousse seems to suffuse the palate with flavor and to sustain it there for several minutes. AS
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SPARKLING WINES





Cattier


Clos du Moulin NV





Origin France, Champagne, Montagne de Reims


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Pinot Noir 50%, Chardonnay 50%
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The charming, flower-decked village of Chigny-les-Roses has been home to the Cattier family since the eighteenth century. Beneath their house are some of the deepest cellars in Champagne: Dug on three levels to a depth of 100 feet (30 m), they feature a series of magnificent vaults designed in the Gothic, Renaissance, and Roman styles.


The Champagnes produced here live up to their surroundings, none more so than the wine from the Clos du Moulin. The Champagne from this plot is always a blend comprising three good vintages. The current release is composed of 1996, 1998, and 1999 from Pinot Noir and Chardonnay in roughly equal proportions. The straw color is flecked with green; the aromas are relatively mature, with biscuity notes. In the mouth, this Champagne is still a teenager—tight, with a lot in reserve. After ten minutes’ contact with air, however, the Pinot Noir finally makes its presence known, richly filling the palate.


More recently, Cattier has also introduced to the market an excellent Blanc de Noirs, which is full of exuberant flavors of red fruits and possesses a swaggering and joyful character. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Cavalleri


Brut Satèn Blanc de Blancs 2003





Origin Italy, Lombardia, Franciacorta


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12.5% ABV


Grape Chardonnay
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The Cavalleri estate’s first vintage (for still wines) was 1905, when Italy’s production was cheap and not particularly cheerful. Fortunes changed, however, in 1967 when the region gained DOC status, and with it recognition for its unique combination of soil and climate. The glacial moraines that spill into northern Lombardy are ideal for the vine; the deep, gravel soils are both free draining and poor in organic material. Cool nights and breezy days, thanks to the nearby Alps, preserve acidity at the ideal level for the production of high-quality sparkling wines.


The estate’s grapes are hand-harvested and hand-sorted before pressing. The minimum aging on the lees for non-vintage Franciacorta DOCG is eighteen months, but the Satèn, made exclusively from Chardonnay and only in the finest vintages, is aged for no fewer than thirty months. Satèn, a style that stipulates a maximum of 18 g/l added sugar for the second fermentation, produces a delicate mousse similar to that in French crémant. Cavalleri Satèn is both subtle and succulent, with Chardonnay’s citrus lift balanced by the toasty complexity found only in great sparkling wines. MP
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SPARKLING WINES





Charles Heidsieck


Brut Réserve Mis en Cave 1997 NV





Origin France, Champagne


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes P. Noir 55%, Chardonnay 30%, P. Meunier 15%
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This wine is simply one of the finest non-vintage Champagnes, its precepts and composition an enduring legacy of the late Daniel Thibault, Charles Heidsieck’s winemaker and, for many observers, the greatest Champagne blender of his day.


Why is a non-vintage blend with a year specified on the label? Daniel believed that Champagne connoisseurs should have full information about the age of the blend in order to gauge its maturity. The term “Mis en Cave” effectively means “bottling date,” and the base wine is always bottled in the spring after the preceding harvest—so “1997” indicates that the base wine here is the great 1996 vintage.


In a vertical tasting of five Mis en Cave in June 2007, this wine was the greatest in the flight. The green-gold hue hinted at the Champagne’s awesome structure, which was confirmed by the vigorous fresh bouquet with its scents of massive, rocklike acidity; the mouthfeel was generous, round, and fleshy, with lovely flavors of peach and apricot. Then the long, long finish: With its crunchy, chewy texture one could almost eat the wine and wish for the accompaniment of a roast Bresse chicken. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Claude Cazals


Clos Cazals 1996





Origin France, Champagne, Côte de Blancs


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12.5% ABV


Grape Chardonnay
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The all-Chardonnay domaine of Claude Cazals, founded in 1897 by Ernest Cazals, a cooper from the south of France, extends over 22 acres (9 ha) of the Côte des Blancs, mostly in grands crus Le Mesnil and Oger, but also in premiers crus Vertus and Villeneuve-Renneville. The biggest and brightest in this cluster of diamonds is the 9-acre (3.7 ha) Clos Cazals in Oger, which surrounds the family home—one of the reasons why insecticides have never been used. Some of the vines were planted as long ago as 1947, and on average the natural alcohol levels are one degree higher than from the other parcels. A rigorous selection from these vieilles vignes, pressed in traditional Coquard presses, is bottled as Clos Cazals—a mere 2,000 bottles even in good years.


Although Clos Cazals had its debut vintage only in 1995, it is already, thanks to its distinguished origin and meticulous production, one of the very greatest wines of the region. The first three vintages—namely 1995, 1996, and 1997—were all beautifully balanced, dense, elegant, fine, mineral, rich, ripe, and scintillating. Every successive release should be equally well worth seeking out. NB
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SPARKLING WINES





Col Vetoraz


Prosecco Extra Dry NV





Origin Italy, Veneto, Valdobbiadene


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 11.5% ABV


Grape Prosecco
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The Col Vetoraz cellar is situated right in the heart of Proseccoshire, in Santo Stefano di Valdobbiadene. This area, in the province of Treviso (north of Venice), is renowned for producing what seems to be Italy’s compulsory aperitif—Prosecco, a perfect example of a great wine for uncomplicated drinking. Smile, pop the cork, be merry.


 Prosecco is one of the few wines in Italy named after a grape variety, but in fact Prosecco is often blended with other varieties in the final wine. Its most common companion is Verdiso, together with Perera and Boschera, but small quantities of Pinot Blanc and Chardonnay may also find their way into the mix. The second fermentation of the wine is carried out by the Charmat (or tank) method, greatly reducing the time between the production and the sale of the wine. The point of this is to preserve the primary aromas, which is what Prosecco is all about.


This Extra Dry version of Col Vetoraz, with a touch more sugar than you would expect in a sparkling wine, offers the delicate freshness of pears and peaches, the hint of sweet, ripe fruit framed by the slightly off-dry palate and creamy mousse. AS
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SPARKLING WINES





Colet


Assemblage Extra Brut NV





Origin Spain, Penedès, Pacs del Penedès


Style Sparkling dry rosé wine, 11.5 % ABV


Grapes Pinot Noir, Chardonnay
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The Colet family is perhaps the best Spanish example of a small grower-producer, whose rise has helped revitalize Champagne in recent years. This leadership has brought both domestic and international prestige, achieved in less than a decade as an integrated production bodega. Though they have produced grapes for other houses for more than two centuries, they have existed as a winemaking firm only since 1994, and their first releases hit the market only in 1997.


The decision to move from viticulture to winemaking was taken by Sergi Colet, whose active entrepreneurial spirit has moved him to produce such exciting and individual wines as this Assemblage, a clean but creamy and expressive sparkling wine that is neither properly white nor properly rosé. Nor is it labeled as a vintage wine, even though it is produced only from single-vintage wines. It is precisely this type of wine that has made Sergi feel uncomfortable within the strictures of the Cava appellation, and led to his move to the Penedès DO, which is both more focused on terroir and more receptive to innovation. JB
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SPARKLING WINES





Comte Audoin de Dampierre


Family Reserve GC Blanc de Blancs 1996





Origin France, Champagne, Côte des Blancs


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grape Chardonnay
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Comte Audoin de Dampierre is an aristocratic, mildly eccentric Champenois, whose family connections in the region go back more than 700 years. Living up to his proud family motto—Sans peur et sans reproche (Without fear and above reproach)—he buys only grand and premier cru fruit, making no apology for the correspondingly high prices of his wines.


Among those who can afford the wines are ambassadors around the world, as well as the occasional monarch, president, and prime minister. But although forty-two ambassadors cannot be wrong, and the Cuvée des Ambassadeurs NV is a fine Chardonnay/Pinot Noir blend, the count has good taste too—his Family Reserve Blanc de Blancs is, not surprisingly, the top wine.


This Blanc de Blancs is sourced exclusively from Grands Crus Avize (50 percent), Le Mesnil-sur-Oger (40 percent), and Cramant (10 percent). Fermented in stainless-steel tanks, it reflects its distinguished origins. The exquisite 1996 has a super-fine mousse, silky texture, and scintillating finish.The wine comes with a label designed in the nineteenth century and a cork that is hand-tied to the bottle with twine. NB
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SPARKLING WINES





De Meric


Cuvée Catherine NV





Origin France, Champagne, Vallée de la Marne


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Pinot Noir 60%, Chardonnay 40%





The small Aÿ-based Champagne house of De Meric has undergone a radical transformation in recent years. In 1997 the brand was sold by Christian Besserat to a small group of eight Champagne-loving U.S., French, and German investors, headed by Daniel Ginsburg. The new president of De Meric acquired his passion for old Champagne after tasting the 1961 Vintage of René Collard, who became the “spiritual father” of the new venture.


The house buys in grapes (not vins clairs) from twelve growers. Only the cuvée is used, at least 60 percent of the wines are fermented and matured in old Burgundy barriques, the malolactic fermentation is blocked, and the lees are stirred. Dosage is low, and added as rectified concentrated grape must (a popular solution for those without large stocks of reserve wines for the liqueur).


The most remarkable wines produced under the old regime are the rare Cuvées Catherine, for which the selection is so rigorous that production has been only 10,000 to 20,000 bottles per decade. These are 100 percent Aÿ Grand Cru, 60 percent Pinot Noir, and 40 percent Chardonnay, and have generally been blends of two great consecutive vintages. The 1995/1996 cuvée is an exquisitely poised wine that combines supremely well the best qualities of the twin varieties and vintages. The previous release was the magnificent 1988/1989, which may be slightly less fine but is richer still. The single vintage 1999 marked a new departure, being the first wine to be 100 percent fermented in wood. NB
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SPARKLING WINES





De Sousa


Cuvée des Caudalies NV





Origin France, Champagne, Côte des Blancs


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grape Chardonnay





Based in the grand cru village of Avize, this is now one of the most exciting growers in Champagne, thanks to the ambition and determination of third-generation proprietor Erick de Sousa. A graduate of the lycée viticole in Avize, he returned to run the property in 1986. His inheritance was impressive—an estate now of 321 acres (8.5 ha), with holdings in six grands crus in the Côte des Blancs and Montagne de Reims, and more than 6 acres (2.5 ha) of very old vines, now vinified separately.


An admirer of Bollinger and Krug, Erick introduced small wooden barrels to the winery. He has converted his estate to biodynamic cultivation, ferments with indigenous yeasts, and puts all of the wines through malolactic fermentation. Autolysis influence is promoted through poignettage—an old term relating to the wrists used to shake the bottles and stir up the lees, a practice once common in Avize but now rare because of the time it takes.


At the top of an excellent range is the prestige Cuvée des Caudalies, the descriptive name coming from caudalies or seconds, referring to the length of the finish. This is normally NV, and is 100 percent Avize Chardonnay from vines at least fifty years old, fermented without chaptalization in wood, and aged in a “solera” started in 1996. Dense, intensely fruity, ripe, and richly silky, it certainly lives up to its name. In exceptional years—maybe two or three a decade—there is a Vintage version, where the blend and the treatment vary with the year, but where the quality is consistently very high. NB
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SPARKLING WINES





Delamotte


Blanc de Blancs 1985





Origin France, Champagne, Côte des Blancs


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grape Chardonnay
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Founded in 1760, this intimate little Champagne house with a big reputation among connoisseurs has no finer standard-bearer than this magnificent expression of great Chardonnay in the intense 1985 vintage. The harvest that year was small because of frost damage earlier in the spring, but the weather at picking time was perfect. Even more remarkably, the finished Champagne, now well past its twentieth birthday, is still very fresh. The color is youthful, vital green tints among the gold; the mousse is superfine, so discreet as to be barely perceptible to the eye but reassuringly invigorating on the palate; the nose is vivacious, precise yet with the multitoned notes of white flowers yielding to more mature sensations of apricots and peaches; the palate has everything—delicacy, honeyed richness, yet with that freshness that pervades the wine. Ideally, you need to drink this very great Champagne with a loved one over a two-hour period, to let its complexities unfold.


The secret of such exceptional wine is the outstanding quality of the grapes. And, being based in Le Mesnil, Delamotte has peerless sources of supply from the grands crus of Oger, Cramant, and Mesnil themselves. The 1999 is a fine successor to the 1985, with a special flavor of sousbois (undergrowth), particularly wild mushrooms. Visitors to the Côte des Blancs can judge for themselves by trying a Delamotte Vintage, and maybe fresh monkfish cooked by Cédric Boulhaut, the chef-patron of Le Mesnil restaurant in the village. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Deutz


Cuvée William Deutz 1996





Origin France, Champagne


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes P. Noir 55%, Chardonnay 35%, P. Meunier 10%
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William Deutz is one of the greatest Champagnes of the intense 1996 vintage, yet it remains subtle and refined—something that is eminently in keeping with Deutz’s just reputation for being the most discreet of the Grandes Maisons. The image of this old Aÿ firm—founded in 1838 by German immigrants William Deutz and Pierre-Hubert Geldermann—is the antithesis of “bling, bling.”


The Deutz approach shows in this prestige cuvée, which, perhaps more than any other of the “greats,” is simply a very fine wine with gossamer-fine bubbles. The color is brilliant gold, the very 1996 nose powerful and complex but with that gentle Deutz touch, leading with primary aromas of hedgerow fruits, flowers, and even a touch of mint.


On the palate, the wine has a strong personality, though its assertiveness is checked by a classy finish, which brings out the loveliest of orchard fruit flavors. Interestingly, there is 10 percent Meunier in the blend. The wine is exquisitely pure and will live for decades. It would be fascinating to compare the 1996 in another year or two with the 1990, which is its only real rival in recent vintages. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Diebolt-Vallois


Fleur de Passion 1996





Origin France, Champagne, Côte des Blancs


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grape Chardonnay
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A jolly, well-nourished vigneron with a taste for fine antiques, Jacques Diebolt has a sure talent for making particularly refined and pretty Champagnes that belie his comfortable frame. It helps, of course, that his 25-acre (10 ha) family domaine is home to some of the very best vineyard plots in the hilltop village of Cramant—the raciest grand cru of the Côte des Blancs.


Jacques’s lightness of touch is well illustrated by this, his finest wine in a great vintage. The Passion 1996 is an assemblage of barrel-fermented wines from such top Cramant vineyard sites as Bouzons, Grosmont, and Goutte d’Or. The oak is seamlessly integrated in the finished Champagne, which has lost none of its fresh purity after a decade in bottle.


The color is vivid straw-yellow, reflecting the ripeness of the year, and the bubbles are fine and persistent; scents of citrus fruit mingle with hints of the mineral-rich earth from which the wine came. The mouthfeel is crisp and incisive, enhanced by a generous fullness of white orchard fruit flavors—truly a masterly Blanc de Blancs, at once complex, subtly powerful, yet ethereal. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Dom Pérignon

1998




Origin France, Champagne


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Pinot Noir 50%, Chardonnay 50%
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It is a mug’s game to chart the maturing pattern and eventual ranking of any vintage of Dom Pérignon—the daddy of all prestige cuvées—too early in its life. For this is preeminently Champagne that shows its full splendor only after a period of fifteen or twenty years, due to the deliberately reductive winemaking (no wood) and the intricate blending from the same top-flight vineyards. But at the risk of putting one’s neck on the block, DP 1998 may well be the dark horse of recent years, and could yet outrun such fulsomely praised vintages as 1996.


The 1998 vintage is unusual in that record temperatures in August of that year were followed by exceptionally high rainfall in early September; but the sun soon put its hat on again, and the result is a very fine Champagne. The wine has a floral nose touched with fresh almonds and spices and a complement of lightly toasted brioche; then there is that satiny middle palate, which is the steady signature of this brilliantly assembled Champagne at its best. The coup de grâce is the finish, which is very persistent with just an undertone of lemony tartness. Sublime. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Dom Pérignon


Rosé 1990





Origin France, Champagne


Style Sparkling dry rosé wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Pinot Noir, Chardonnay
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The Cuvée Rosé is very much in the Dom Pérignon style—particularly in terms of its intensity without heaviness on the palate and its creamy texture. Yet at the same time, this Rosé is an alternative expression of that famous style. Without vitiating the structure or complexity of Dom Pérignon, the composition and balance of the pink blend are palpably different—the main difference being the stronger presence of Pinot Noir.


The 1990 growing season was almost perfect. After a very mild winter and an early flowering, that year’s summer was hot and particularly sunny. To improve matters still further, a lucky spell of rain just before the harvest prevented heat stress and also helped to maintain a respectable level of acidity.


The color of the DP Rosé is a coppery gold with orange tints; aromas of fresh gingerbread and cashew nuts mingle with candied orange peel. The wine is full and caresses the palate; its sensuous texture is at once solid and rich, yet with that characteristic trait of suppleness and elegance that is the essential Dom Pérignon—always with something in reserve. And the long, precise finish is nothing short of faultless. It is as well to remember, though, that the composition and construction of Dom Pérignon Rosé is certainly not set in stone. Without doubt, it is as great a wine as the 1990, but it reveals yet another expression of the style—the Rosé 1982 is rather more ethereal than the 1990, with Chardonnay for once dominant. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Dom Ruinart

1990




Origin France, Champagne


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grape Chardonnay
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The 1990 vintage in Champagne had the potential for greatness from the start. It was a very warm summer, with a record 2,100 hours of sunshine. Fortunately, the grapes did not suffer heat stress, as rain arrived at just the right moments, so, for vigilant growers, there was a decent level of acidity. Conditions were nothing short of perfect for making a sumptuous Dom Ruinart, the all-Chardonnay prestige cuvée of Champagne’s oldest firm.


Yet this is Blanc de Blancs with a difference, for Ruinart has always used a sizable percentage of Chardonnay from its Montagne de Reims home villages of Sillery and Puissieulx. These Montagne crus give wines that are richer and rounder than those from the great growths of the Côte des Blancs. When the Montagne and Côte Chardonnays are deftly blended—as they were by cellar master Jean-François Barot, who made this 1990—you have something very special.


Disgorged in 2002, everything has knit together as the Champagne approaches its eighteenth birthday: a golden color, a nose at once sensuously ripe yet mineral, and a broad, luxurious mouthfeel—richer and silkier than the still adolescent 1996—with a glorious vanillalike end note.


Needless to say, the opulence of the 1990 makes it a gastronomic natural for special occasions. It would make an exciting partner for fresh foie gras, perhaps, or—most sensationally of all—with white tartuffi in the ultimate risotto. Bon appetit. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Dom Ruinart


Rosé 1988





Origin France, Champagne


Style Sparkling dry rosé wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Chardonnay 87%, Pinot Noir 13%
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The Dom Ruinart Rosé 1988 may be the finest pink Champagne on the market, and certainly gives the lie to the myth that Rosé Champagne is an ephemeral fizz to be drunk young. It is made from the same Chardonnay grands crus as the Blanc de Blancs, but with 17 percent Bouzy Rouge added in the 1988.


This is a Champagne vintage for Champagne makers and connoisseurs—a classic, well-balanced year, firmer, drier, less showy than the 1990, but just as fine. Of exquisite salmon hue with copper lights, the 1988 has an extraordinary bouquet, freshly vegetal, and Burgundian in its sensual appeal. With its high Chardonnay content, the palate is elegant, of course, but it also has a wonderful complexity associated more with Pinot Noir—close your eyes and, if it were not for the bubbles, you might be drinking something stylishly racy from Volnay.


The exoticism and spice of this beautifully aged but still vital Rosé makes it a versatile partner for a wide repertoire of dishes, both classic and Asian: air-dried beef, Prosciutto di San Daniele, baby lobster with vanilla sauce, rack of new season veal, Cantonese duck, Epoisse cheese—the list is endless.


For the visitor, the Reims premises, restored to their eighteenth-century style, ooze tradition. The firm’s Gallo-Roman chalk cellars (known as crayères) are the finest in the city, classified as a national monument. For many years, the cellars have been the venue for the Trophée Ruinart, an international competition to find Europe’s best sommelier. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Domaine Chandon


Green Point NV





Origin Australia, Victoria, Yarra Valley


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12.5% ABV


Grapes Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, Pinot Meunier
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Moët & Chandon has been at the forefront of European producers investing in New World wines, but these are not simply wines made by the Champagne giant in its overseas holdings. They are wines largely made by indigenous practitioners, in which the parent company happens to have a stake.


In Green Point, the flagship sparkler of Australia’s Domaine Chandon, made by the trailblazing Dr. Tony Jordan, we have an eloquent case in point. Made by the traditional method, the non-vintage blend contains up to 30 percent reserve wines from older vintages to fill out the palate, adding depth and authority to its elegant, Chardonnay-sharpened finesse. The reserve wines are housed in a kind of solera system, including batches of both Pinot and Chardonnay, some of them aged in oak.


A range of vintage cuvées is also made, but—as in Champagne itself—a sparkling-wine producer must stand or fall on the quality of its leading brand. The pedigree of Green Point shines through its painstaking assemblage each year, and is reflected in the fact that the wines will continue to develop in the bottle for over a year or so after release. SW
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SPARKLING WINES





Domaine Huet


Vouvray Brut 1959





Origin France, Loire, Touraine


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grape Chenin Blanc
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For anybody convinced that no other sparkling wine can match the excitement of mature vintage Champagne, this gently sparkling Vouvray Brut will be a revelation. Gaston Huet, who took over the family estate in Vouvray in 1938, did more than anyone to preserve the reputation of this famous village, of which he served as mayor from 1947 to 1989 (two of the greatest vintages of the century).


The original Huet vineyard, Le Haut Lieu (later supplemented by Le Mont and Clos du Bourg), was probably the source for this superb wine. As with most other Huet sparkling wines of the time, it was made pétillant (at three bars of pressure, lightly sparkling) rather than mousseux (at six bars, fully sparkling). A good bottle still has a definite sparkle; and this, together with the classic Chenin acidity and minerality, helps keep the wine fresh, despite its mellow richness. Deep gold, it has a captivating autumnal nose of apples, honey, and pastry, and a glorious mouthful of ripe, silken fruit. Of the two 1959 Huet Pétillants, the Brut may have the edge over the Demi-Sec thanks to better definition and extension on the finish. NB
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SPARKLING WINES





Drappier


Grande Sendrée 1996





Origin France, Champagne, Côte des Bar


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Pinot Noir 55%, Chardonnay 45%
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Grande Sendrée is the prestige cuvée of Drappier, leading independent Champagne house of the Aube, based in Urville, whose Champagne style is for full-on Pinot Noir flavors tempered by good Chardonnay. In the 1850s, there was a great fire on the village slopes, reducing trees and bushes to cinders. Afterwards, the Drappiers planted a vineyard here, which became known as les Cendrées (French for “cinders”). However, it was not until 1974 that Michel Drappier made his first cuvée of Grande Sendrée (the “C” having been replaced by an “S” due to an error) when the title of the vineyard was registered. Today, it is one of the finest wines in Champagne.


Always made with a slight majority of top-flight Pinot Noir over Chardonnay, it almost invariably comes from wines of real structure and finesse, needing time to show themselves. The 1996 is both an exceptional Champagne and an exception to the classic style of harmonious, silky greats like the 1990 and 1995. Of deep gold hue with copper tones, it still bounces with vigorous acidity, yet is super-ripe and mature. This is certainly not a Champagne that could ever be called boring. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Egly-Ouriet


Les Crayères Blanc de Noirs Vieilles Vignes NV





Origin France, Champagne, Montagne de Reims


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12.5% ABV


Grape Pinot Noir
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The Egly-Ouriets of Ambonnay may make the finest Blanc de Noirs in Champagne. The wine comes from old Pinot Noir vines planted in 1947. The deep earth of this exceptional terroir holds chalk from the topsoil to the bedrock dozens of yards below—indeed, this lieu-dit is known as les crayères (“chalk pits”)—and the vine is firmly rooted in it, giving the wine voluptuous red fruits flavors balanced by a subtle minerality. The result: fullness, power, and elegance—the true signs of all great wine, from Champagne to Coonawarra.


Although this Champagne does not carry a vintage label, it is in fact a 2001. This was a fragile, rainy vintage in the Marne, yet the sheer class of the vineyard shines through the glass. Particular care was devoted to the vines in order to keep yields to a reasonable level and ensure optimal maturity in these old Pinots. The wine was first fermented in oak barrels and never filtered. Such is its ripeness and concentration that only a tiny dosage of 2 g/l was needed. A superb Champagne that relives the drama of the 2001 harvest, when a special plot of earth triumphed over everything that the heavens could throw at it. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Freixenet


Cuvée DS 2003





Origin Spain, Penedès, Sant Sadurní d’Anoia


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 11.5% ABV


Grapes Macabeo, Xarel-lo, Parellada
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Among wine aficionados there is a general distrust of the big houses that count their production not in thousands but in millions of bottles. If we add the image of Spanish sparklers as that of poor man’s Champagne, then nothing would seem to suggest that there might be a case for including either Codorníu or Freixenet in this book.


But, in addition to millions of bottles of average wine, both houses produce a good half-dozen cuvées that deserve more serious attention. Taking into account the quality of the wine, as well as the respect for tradition, the Freixenet cuvée most worth singling out is this special vintage—a blend of the three traditional Catalan varieties: Macabeo, Xarel-lo, and Parellada.


Cuvée DS first appeared on the market in 1969, as a tribute to Sra. Dolores Sala—a former president of the company. The 2003 vintage combines freshness and complexity in a way that few other Cavas can manage. Its greatest virtue is probably its rare body and depth—qualities that are not often found in Cavas made exclusively from the three traditional Catalan varieties. JB
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SPARKLING WINES





Giulio Ferrari


Riserva del Fondatore 1989





Origin Italy, Trentino, Trento


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12.5% ABV


Grape Chardonnay
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The Giulio Ferrari Riserva del Fondatore, arguably the best Italian spumante, has been produced by the Lunelli family since 1971. The wine is named for Giulio Ferrari, who founded and ran “G. Ferrari & Cie—Trento, Autriche” (Trento was once part of the Austro–Hungarian Empire) from 1902 to 1952 when, after considerable haggling, he finally sold to Bruno Lunelli. All Ferrari insisted on was a staggeringly high price and the right to work in the cellars for the rest of his life. He died in 1965, aged eighty-six.


Ferrari was a meticulous man, and his rigorous attention to detail, together with a painstaking desire for perfection, helped make this spumante the marvel it is today. The Chardonnay grapes used in its production are descendants of those Ferrari himself introduced to the region, apparently smuggling them in from Epernay in Champagne. The 1989 vintage is a great one. Its mature nose offers aromas of peanut butter and freshly baked croissants, along with fresher notes of lavender and Seville orange. On the palate it is lively and vibrant, despite its considerable weight, thanks to the acidity and minerality that sustain it through a long, focused finish. AS
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SPARKLING WINES





Gloria Ferrer


Royal Cuvée 2000





Origin USA, California, Sonoma


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Pinot Noir 65%, Chardonnay 35%
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Many Californian producers were caught out by the 1980s phylloxera epidemic. Gloria Ferrer, owned by Cava producer Freixenet, was planted with a single clone each of Chardonnay and Pinot Noir. Fortunately, their wine-growing team, led by Mike Crumly and Bob Iantosca, carried out clonal trials for sparkling wine in 1986, visiting Champagne to find suitable Chardonnay and Pinot Noir clones. Three fairly obscure clones (Colmar 538, UCD 32, PN 927) form the base of their prestige cuvées, including the vintage-dated Royal Cuvée. Made from estate fruit, the soft, free-run juice receives a cool, stainless-steel fermentation in order to retain the delicate fruit aromatics. The number of base wines in the Royal Cuvée blend has increased steadily over the years, reaching seventeen for its 2000 vintage.


For sparkling wine producers, 2000 was ideal—an uneventful flowering, a cool July, and relatively cool conditions through October delayed harvest. Although some red producers never got their grapes phenolically ripe before they began to raisin, the long ripening period allowed grapes designed for sparkling wine to develop complex aromatics while retaining brisk acidities. Typical of the Royal Cuvée, the 2000 exhibits ripe fruit, complex floral notes, vibrant acidity, and a capacity for aging. “Fit for a king” is one way of characterizing this prestige cuvée, as its inaugural vintage was first served to King Juan Carlos I and Queen Sophia of Spain during their 1987 California visit. LGr
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SPARKLING WINES





Gosset


Celebris 1988





Origin France, Champagne


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Chardonnay 70%, Pinot Noir 30%
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Dating its origins to 1584, Aÿ-based Gosset is arguably the oldest Champagne house, bought by the Cointreau family in 1994 after over 400 years of Gosset ownership, and ably overseen by Béatrice Cointreau until 2007. The grapes have been expertly managed since 1983 by Aÿ-born chef de cave Jean-Pierre Mareigner, whom Tom Stevenson includes in his list of the forty greatest ever winemakers in Champagne. The malolactic fermentation is always arrested here, which contributes to the great longevity of the wines and the penetrating, powerful house style. Most cuvées offered by the house are fermented partly in wood, including the outstanding prestige cuvée, Celebris.


The Chardonnay and Pinot Noir grapes for Celebris are sourced exclusively from between seven and nine grands crus, and the wine is made only in exceptional years. The 1988 was a dazzling debut vintage, and the wine is still scintillating. (Only 18,000 bottles were produced, though the only succeeding vintages—1990, 1995, and 1998—were produced in slightly larger volumes.) For a prestige cuvée of this quality, the wines represent excellent value. NB
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SPARKLING WINES





Gosset


Cuvée Celebris Blanc de Blancs Extra Brut NV





Origin France, Champagne


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grape Chardonnay
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Gosset first extended its prestige cuvée range with the 1998 Celebris Rosé. But chef de cave Jean-Pierre Mareigner had been working on an all-Chardonnay cuvée since the mid-1990s, reserving some 4,000 bottles each vintage. The end result has been well worth the wait. The initial release is a blend of Chardonnays from eleven different crus, most in the Côte des Blancs, including Grands Crus Avize, Chouilly, Cramant, Le Mesnil-sur-Oger, and Oger, and Premiers Crus Cuis, Grauves, Vertus, and Villeneuve-Renneville (all 95 percent on the échelle des crus). It is also blended from four different vintages: 1995, 1996, 1998, and 1999. True to house style, the base wines did not undergo malolactic fermentation, and some were fermented in wood.


The first release is an impressive, individual wine, at once in its first and second childhood. It was brave to release this prestige cuvée as an NV blend, defying the supposition that vintage wines are always superior, but it has surely resulted in a more complex and distinctive wine, one that Gosset’s executive director, Odilon de Varine, describes fairly as “our own unique interpretation of Chardonnay.” NB
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SPARKLING WINES





Gramona


III Lustros Gran Reserva 2001





Origin Spain, Penedès, Sant Sadurní d’Anoia


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 11.5% ABV


Grapes Xarel-lo, Macabeo
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The world of Cava is dominated by large companies producing a substantial number of bottles; but there are also a number of small family-owned wineries making quality wine that is well worth seeking out. Gramona, founded in 1921, is one of these.


Gramona works 62 acres (25 ha) of vineyards used, not only for Cava, but also for a range of still wines and rarities such as Icewine, which is produced with the help of carbonic snow. III Lustros was born at the end of the 1930s, after the Spanish Civil War. The intention was to make a Cava that would be aged in the cellar for about fifteen years. The word lustro in Spanish means half a decade, so it was aged for three lustros—hence the name.


Today, the market has changed radically, and so has the wine. III Lustros is now aged for five or six years, but this is still a very long time compared to most Cavas. Its percentage of Xarel-lo—the grape considered better for long aging—is high, complemented by 30 percent Macabeo. It is a Brut Nature (no sweetening dosage is added), and Gramona insists on closing the bottles with cork during the second fermentation. LG
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SPARKLING WINES





Gratien & Meyer


Cuvée Flamme Brut NV





Origin France, Loire, Saumur


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Chenin Blanc, C. Franc, Chardonnay
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Alfred Gratien was a man who saw the big picture, in 1864 founding houses in both Saumur on the Loire and Epernay in Champagne. The Saumur firm has always been the firm’s main concern, and today remains one of the quality leaders of Loire mousseux, made appropriately in a veritable temple on the banks of the great river. The grapes for the Cuvée Flamme, a classic mix of Chenin and Cabernet Franc, with a little Chardonnay, are grown on the white limestone soil called tuffeau, endemic to Saumur, and give the sparkling wines a distinctive and refined flavor. The tuffeau soil also retains the sun’s heat during the day and warms the vines at night. This is a crucial factor in the quality of the wine.


Cuvée Flamme has a vital pale gold color, while the cordon of the mousse is steady, regular, and elegant. The wine’s aromas are both profound and pretty, the dominant scents being those of springtime woodland flowers. Outside Champagne, Flamme is one of the very few sparkling wines to come near to the taste of the real thing, with its delicate, mineral fruitiness combined with a depth of complex, mature flavors. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Henri Billiot & Fils


Cuvée Laetitia NV





Origin France, Champagne, Montagne de Reims


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12.5% ABV


Grapes Pinot Noir, Chardonnay
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Serge Billiot’s 13.5-acre (5.5 ha) domaine is one of Champagne’s treasures. Owning only grand cru land in the commune of Ambonnay, he makes about 3,700 cases of remarkable wine each year. Ambonnay is known for sumptuous, creamy Champagnes, but Billiot’s complex, focused wines seem to elevate the palate on a column of pure energy.


Cuvée Laetitia is a true Tête de Cuvée, inaugurated in 1967 with the birth of Billiot’s daughter (for whom it is named); by 2000 it had grown to eleven vintages. The wine is in effect a solera, which is freshened when base wines of sufficient quality are available. Recent bottlings of Laetitia have seemed to contain more Chardonnay.


Years ago, Laetitia was a leviathan of vinosity, fathomless, and sometimes inscrutable, requiring thirty minutes or more in the glass. These days it is superficially more “modern”: There is more spice, more flavors of greengage and scents of hawthorn, and low notes of scallops and saffron. You can taste the cherry-tomato, strawberry, and forest-floor signatures of Ambonnay, and experience the vitality and density of Billiot’s own style. TT
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SPARKLING WINES





Henri Giraud


Aÿ Grand Cru Fût de Chêne 1996





Origin France, Champagne, Montagne de Reims


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Pinot Noir 70%, Chardonnay 30%
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Fût de Chêne (Oak Cask) features prominently on the label of this original Grand Cru Aÿ Champagne—and with good reason—for Claude Giraud is almost certainly the producer who has thought most deeply and originally about the use of oak in modern Champagne making. He is in a privileged position—his family has been making wine in Aÿ since the seventeenth century, and today he owns thirty parcels of vines in fourteen lieux-dits perfectly located in the commune’s best hillsides and valleys.


With such great grapes to hand, it is natural that Claude should be committed to oak. Going back to first principles, Claude did a lot of research into the type of oak that would best suit both the power and the finesse of Aÿ Champagne. He finally alighted on oak from the Argonne forest near Ste.-Ménehould, one and a half hour’s drive southeast of Aÿ. This local wood is both gentle and flattering, but it virtually disappeared from the Marne for decades.


This is among the best 1996s. Its deep gold-light amber color reflects the Champagne’s power and partnership with oak; the nose is taking on the complexities of evolution, vanilla tones melding with vinosity and a touch of the oxidative rancio in Sherry; the palate is a mighty mouthful, the high acidity and huge fruit still circling each other warily but being gradually brought together by the oak. Yet this is not a long-term wine, because for all its magnificence this is not a classic Champagne of textbook balance: It is a great wine of exception. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Henriot


Cuvée des Enchanteleurs 1988





Origin France, Champagne


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Chardonnay 55%, Pinot Noir 45%





[image: image]


Joseph Henriot is one of the most influential men in Champagne, a complex character who is both a fervent guardian of quality and a wheeler-dealer of extreme agility. His abiding passion is Chardonnay, and it is Chardonnay that drives his greatest wine, the Cuvée des Enchanteleurs.


Made only in exceptional years, this is a particularly long-lived Champagne that ideally should not be touched until it is thirteen years old, and often tastes better at twenty. The great crus of the Côte des Blancs are the heart of the blend, with equally fine growths from the Montagne de Reims usually playing a supporting role.


The 1990 Enchanteleurs has been much lauded, but the 1988 beats it by a short head, simply because the older wine is one of the most magnificent Champagnes made in the last fifty years. The color is star-bright yellow gold, with more green highlights than the 1990; the bouquet is arresting and very complex, minerality its hallmark, but also with slowly evolving notes of butter and hazelnut; the palate defies description, every component of fruit, terroir, vinosity, and length of flavor in perfect harmony. ME
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SPARKLING WINES





Iron Horse


Vrais Amis 2001





Origin USA, Sonoma County, Green Valley


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 13% ABV


Grapes Pinot Noir 70%, Chardonnay 30%
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Sparkling wines have toasted countless friendships, but few are products of friendships. Vrais Amis was originally conceived as a joint cuvée between two close friends, Barry Sterling of Iron Horse and Bernard de Nonancourt of Champagne Laurent-Perrier. Once Sterling bought Laurent-Perrier’s share of Iron Horse in 1998, the Pinot Noir, originally designated for the project, was recognized to produce spectacular still wine. So the plan faded, until another close friend of Sterling, Chicago chef Charlie Trotter, requested an exclusive cuvée to complement Trotter’s innovative cuisine.


Sterling bought the Iron Horse Vineyard property from Rodney Strong in the mid-1970s, intending to produce Chardonnay and Pinot Noir. Conditions in the Green Valley, however, also argued for sparkling wine production. The winery does produce still wines, but it is the complex sparkling wines that ground Iron Horse’s fine reputation.


The Vrais Amis is a variation on the traditional Iron Horse Brut Vintage. As in all Iron Horse sparkling wines, malolactic fermentation is blocked to maintain a vibrant acidity. It is aged a minimum of five years on the lees and disgorged by hand; what distinguishes the Vrais Amis is an all-Chardonnay liqueur d’exposition—a nod to de Nonancourt, who always viewed Iron Horse’s Chardonnay, with its distinctive Green Valley character, as its finest wine. With its fine structure and complex flavors, the Vrais Amis mirrors the bonds it celebrates. LGr


[image: image]  Drink: to 2013+
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SPARKLING WINES





Jérôme Prévost


La Closerie Cuvée Les Béguines NV





Origin France, Champagne, Montagne de Reims


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12.5%


Grape Pinot Meunier





[image: image]


Jérôme Prévost is in many ways the most individual Champagne grower-producer of them all, as well as one of the bravest, most committed, original, and poetic (read his back label). He works by himself, makes only one wine, always from a single year, and always from a single variety—Pinot Meunier. That may not sound so remarkable, but La Closerie Cuvée Les Béguines is an extremely interesting wine.


Prévost, a child of the late 1960s, took over his family’s 5.4 acres (2.2 ha) of vines at Gueux, on the Montagne de Reims, at the age of twenty-one. After selling his grapes to others, he started making his own wine when celebrated fellow-grower Anselme Selosse made space for him in his winery from 1998 to 2001. Attempting to get the best out of his vines, planted in the 1960s, he plows and uses biodynamic preparations. He ferments in wood (mostly barriques) and, standing conventional wisdom on its head, prefers the wine to have extended contact with lees from indigenous yeast in barrel, rather than with lees from selected yeast in bottle. Because of their richness and ripeness, they have only a very light dosage, leaving them Extra Brut.


Prévost says that “Pinot Meunier is like a child: it has interesting things to say, but you need to encourage it to say them.” He offers it all the encouragement it needs, and it responds with massively complex, concentrated, exotic wines. Like René Collard in Reuil, he produces not only a great Pinot Meunier, but a great Champagne. NB


[image: image]  Drink: current release within 4–10 years


[image: image]


See all wines from Sparkling wines





SPARKLING WINES





J. Schram

2000




Origin USA, California, Calistoga


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12.6% ABV


Grapes Chardonnay 80%, Pinot Noir 20%





[image: image]


“The stirring sunlight, and the growing vines, and the vats and bottles in the cavern, made a pleasant music for the mind,” wrote Robert Louis Stevenson in The Silverado Squatters after he visited Jacob Schram’s Diamond Mountain property in 1880. However, the estate was dilapidated when Jack and Jamie Davies purchased it in 1965. They revived Schramsberg Vineyards to produce arguably the finest sparkling wines in the United States. J. Schram, their Chardonnay-based Tête de Cuvée (first vintage 1987), pays tribute to the German barber from Calistoga who first prepared the property.


The definitive factor for the team, led by Hugh Davies and Craig Roemer, is cool climate sites close to the Pacific. The wine is aged on lees for nearly six years in hillside caves dug by Jacob Schram’s Chinese laborers. In 2000, a mild spring led into a cool and foggy summer, which allowed the Chardonnay to retain its acidity and develop more concentrated, lifted aromas. With more persistence and density on the palate than earlier vintages, the 2000 J. Schram bursts with dynamic tangerine, green apple, and brioche flavors, leading to a minerally finish. LGr


[image: image]  Drink: to 2017
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SPARKLING WINES





Jacques Selosse


Cuvée Substance NV





Origin France, Champagne, Côte des Blancs


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12.5% ABV


Grape Chardonnay





[image: image]


Anselme Selosse, head of this iconic family domaine in grand cru Avize, is an original who has brought the hand-made approach of white Burgundy-making to the larger scale, blend-oriented world of Champagne. So his are big, bold expressions of grand cru Chardonnay, best seen in his renowned Cuvée Substance, which tastes like no other Champagne, more like a wine of intense vinosity. Substance is pure Avize, a particularity of its assemblage being that the reserve wines are introduced on a solera system: One-third of the reserve wines is drawn off and replaced by wine from the most recent vintage, so creating a perpetual reserve of increasing complexity.


The color of Substance is bronze/gold verging on amber. The nose is extraordinary, with scents of the sap of a vine that has pushed its roots deep into the earth; there are secondary sensations of spices and the savory tang of the finest Sherry. The mouthfeel is all embracing and, boy, is it substantial—one great Champagne that can take on smoked fish, tapas, and any strong flavors from the Mediterranean. ME


[image: image]  Drink: upon release for 10+ years
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SPARKLING WINES





Jacquesson


Cuvée 730 NV





Origin France, Champagne


Style Sparkling dry white wine, 12% ABV


Grapes Chardonnay 48%, P. Noir 32%, P. Meunier 20%





[image: image]


Of all the great names in Champagne, Jacquesson now stands apart from the pack in its approach to the craft of blending a dry, non-vintage cuvée. Jean-Hervé Chiquet, co-owner with his brother Laurent, explains, “In the late 1990s we became aware that the fundamental principle of making a classic Brut Non-Vintage in a consistent style was limiting our possibilities of improving the wine.” The Chiquets decided, with effect from the 2000 harvest, to prize excellence over consistency by crafting wines that reflected the main vintage in the blend, rather than replicating the even flavors of traditional blends.


This Cuvée 730, being the 730th cuvée blended by the house since its foundation in 1798, is based on the splendid 2002 vintage. Gloriously ripe Pinot Noir, although accounting for only one-third of this cuvée, pervades its profound, vinous flavor. The cleverness of the blending, in a wine with satisfactory but not excessive acidity (often the sign of greatness in Champagne) is the compensating high level of Chardonnay, which contributes bounce and crispness. The Cuvée 730 was fermented mainly in large oak tuns and never filtered. ME
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