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Cinderboy was crazy about football.
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His wicked stepdad and his two lazy stepbrothers were football crazy too. The whole family supported Royal Palace United.
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Every Saturday they would lie about on the sofa with the remote control and watch their favourite team on TV. Royal Palace always played brilliantly in their smart pink shorts and shirts.


But not poor Cinderboy. He wasn’t even allowed to watch. He had to wait on his stepbrothers hand and foot, and bring them cups of tea and bowl after bowl of peanuts, which were their favourite snack.
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Cinderboy’s family was very noisy and bad mannered. When Royal Palace scored they would jump up and down on the sofa and shout for more peanuts to celebrate.

And when the other team scored they would throw their peanuts at the TV, then yell at Cinderboy to pick them up so that they could throw them again.
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One day his cruel stepfather said to Cinderboy, “Listen, Cinders, tomorrow is the day of the big Cup Final. I am taking your stepbrothers to the Royal Palace stadium to watch the match. And while we are gone you must clean the whole house from top to bottom.”

“Yes,” said his stepbrothers, “we want every last peanut picked up from under the sofa.”
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Poor Cinderboy was very unhappy. He would have loved to see his team play in the Cup Final more than anything else in the world.
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The next morning he had to wake up earlier than ever to prepare peanut butter sandwiches for his horrible brothers who only laughed at the tears in Cinder’s eyes.

As they drove away, shouting and tooting the horn, Cinderboy lay on the sofa and cried and cried and cried.
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Then he had an idea. He would work as hard as anything to clean the house so that he could watch the big Cup Final on TV.

He set to work straight away
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