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I design for real people. There is nothing more rewarding than seeing your piece “walk” down the street and knowing that you have found that fine line where creativity and functionality merge. I emphasized this idea in my first book, Luxe Knits: the end result of my designs has to serve a purpose and be beautiful at the same time. This is especially true of accessories. We like memorable little statement pieces to decorate our lives, so we accessorize to complete our looks—the belt, purse, or gloves often becomes the most important part of the ensemble.






[image: 9781454703259_0007_002]




I’ve always found accessories to be powerful pieces, and I’ve developed Luxe Knits: The Accessories around this idea. You can dress up or dress down depending on how you use a scarf, a pair of wristlets, or a hat, changing your look throughout the day by switching which accessories you wear. You can play it casual for the morning, touch up on some trends during the day, fancy it up in the evening, and add a little glamour for the night…so here is a collection of 28 accessories for the different times and moods of the day.




We like memorable 
little statement pieces 
to decorate our lives.
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The morning is a new beginning. It is undefined, promising, easy, soft, and relaxed—these are the qualities I wanted to reflect in the Casual Morning Collection by creating pieces that are inviting, comfortable, and effortless to wear. The Long Chunky Scarf or the Smocking Leg Warmers are very textural and give you that soft and cozy feeling. The Loose Linen Scarf and Tonal Triangular Shawl are so light and airy that they easily add to the relaxed and uncomplicated mood.
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The day is full of action, when you want to stay chic but perhaps still classic. Elegant and fashionable, trendy and memorable, influential, powerful, and enduring—these would be the key words that best define the Trendy Day Collection. The accessories here each make a little statement to impress and garner attention. For example, we all know that some looks never go out of style. You can easily create a timeless look by wearing a Smocking Beret or carrying the Smocking Bag. If you want to turn it up a notch and try something a little more current, the Long Tonal Leg Warmers or Lacy Rectangular Scarf will definitely do the job.
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The evening is the enchanting balance between day and night, when you can dress up your look simply with the addition of a special piece. Playful, feminine, loud, interesting, artistic—this is how I would describe the Early Evening Collection. These accessories can dominate the outfit and serve as statement pieces. For instance, build your look around the Motorcycle Gloves and the Motorcycle Rib Headband, or slip on the Herringbone Bracelet for a subtler accent. This collection has the pieces for a perfect transition between work and play.
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The night is when you shine! Delicate, sparkly, airy, light, vivid, impressive, flirty, coquettish—these are the elements displayed in the Starry Night Collection. This grouping of projects is all about the feminine details and understated touches that make the accessories special. The Long Silk Gloves are distinctive with a bit of glam, but if you want to make a bold statement, try the Corseted Belt. Go for luxury with the Crocheted Pearl Earrings and Necklace. The nighttime pieces put an exclamation mark on your ensemble.








It is so much fun to play with your accessories throughout the day, changing them to reflect your mood, whether you’re feeling casual and maybe a little carefree in the morning or elegant and supremely sophisticated at night. And it is even more fun when they become the key elements of your style, displayed as distinctive adornments that you build an entire look around. I hope that the collections in this book will inspire you to make a special piece for every hour in the day.
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CASUAL 
 MORNING 
 COLLECTION






EACH MORNING PROMISES SOMETHING NEW. 
Begin the day with pieces that are relaxed and 
 comfortable, easy to wear and easy to enjoy.
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loose linen 
 summer 
 scarf






Created using lightweight linen yarn, this scarf has some of the fiber’s delightful “crunchiness” yet is still airy and light. A combination of Stockinette and Reverse Stockinette lends it a very interesting texture.






SKILL LEVEL


Advanced




FINISHED MEASUREMENTS


14" x 80"/36cm x 203cm,


after blocking,


excluding fringe






YOU WILL NEED 


Claudia Hand Painted Linen 
 Lace (100% linen; 3.5oz/100g = 540yd/494m): (A) 1 skein, color Antique Jeans; (B) 1 skein, color Country Kitchen; (C) 1 skein, color Deep Blue; (D) 1 skein, color Silver Shimmer—approx 2160yd/1964m of lace weight yarn; [image: 2]


Knitting needles: 4mm (size 6 U.S.) straight needles or size to 
obtain gauge 


Crochet hook for fringe


Tapestry needle
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GAUGE


26 sts and 25 rows = 4"/10cm in St st 


Always take time to check your gauge.




SPECIAL ABBREVIATIONS


MM: Move marker 


NOTE: To aid in color changes, divide each color into 2 smaller balls or use bobbins. Scarf is worked using the intarsia method.
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instructions


SCARF


With A, CO 93 sts.


NOTE: Knit 1st and last 4 sts of every row throughout for 
 Garter st border.


Work even in St st for 2"/5cm.




SECTION 1 


Join B at each end of scarf as foll:


Row 1 (RS): (With A and B held tog) k3 sts of border, (with A) knit to last 3 border sts, (with A and B tog) knit last 3 sts of border.


Row 2: (With A and B tog) k4 sts of border, PM, (with A) p to last 4 border sts, PM, (with A and B tog) k last 4 sts of border.


NOTE: Work border sts as established—the pat is written for sts between markers.


Row 3: (With B) p to 2 sts after the 1st marker, MM, (with A) k to 2 sts before 2nd marker, MM, (with B) p rem sts.


Row 4: k to 1 st after the 1st marker, MM, p to 1 st before 2nd marker, MM, k rem sts.


Rep rows 3 and 4 until there is 1 st left between markers.


With B, work even in rev St st for 2"/5cm.








SECTION 2 
Join C at each end of scarf as foll:


Row 1 (RS): (With B and C tog) k3 sts of border, (with B) p to last 3 border sts, (with B and C tog) k last 3 sts of border.


Row 2: (With B and C tog) k4 sts of Border, PM, (with B) knit to last 4 border sts, PM, (with B and C tog) knit last 4 sts of border.


Row 3: (With C) k to 2 sts after the 1st marker, MM, (with B) p to 2 sts before the marker, MM, (with C) k rem sts.


Row 4: P to 1 st after the 1st marker, MM, k to 1 st before the 2nd marker, MM, p rem sts.


Rep rows 3 and 4 until there is 1 st left between markers.


With C, work even in St st for 2"/5cm.


Rep Section 1, adding D.


Rep Section 2, adding A.


Cont to rep Sections 1 and 2, adding next color as foll: 
 B, C, D, A, B, C. End with 2"/5cm of C.


BO.




FINISHING


Weave in ends.


Block.




FRINGE


Cut 24"/61cm long strands of B, C, and D. With crochet hook, attach fringe in groups of 4 strands along end of scarf, alternating colors as foll: C, D, B. Rep on opposite end of scarf.
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Effortless and easy to wear, this scarf becomes a perfect casual “throw-on” item to have in your wardrobe. When I started this scarf I wanted to relate it to the Summer Dress from my first book, Luxe Knits, so I decided to play with a similar Stockinette/ Reverse-Stockinette pattern in different tones.
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