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Although there exist potentially
hundreds of versions of the Hindu
epic poem Ramayana, the oldest
recognized version is the Valmiki
Ramayana written in Sanskrit. The
quotes in this book are taken from
an English-language translation of
the Valmiki Ramayana. Shubh Diwali
is largely centred on traditions of
Hindu communities in North India.














The Significance of Diwali


The festival of lights marks the return of Lord Rama to Ayodhya, with his wife Sita and brother Lakshmana, from a 14-year-long exile after winning the war with Ravana, the demon king of Lanka. It symbolizes the triumph of dharma over adharma, a time to cleanse your soul of negativity and kindle the light of positivity within.





Oblations, gifts men offer here,
Vows, sacrifice, and rites austere,
And Holy Writ, on truth depend:
So men must still that truth defend.


The Ramayana





May the light of
Diwali illuminate
your life with hope,
love and positivity





May your Diwali be filled
with laughter like ours.


Genelia D’Souza and Riteish Deshmukh





Like the lights of
Diwali that refuse
to be dimmed, may
your resilience
shine brightly, no
matter the darkness
around you










How to Celebrate?


Diwali is a festival of togetherness when families come closer, forgetting disagreements and finding resolutions. Family members gather to pray, celebrate and enjoy traditional food. The festival highlights the importance of family and the joy of being together, by lighting diyas, enjoying fireworks and wearing new clothes.





Truth, purity, religious zeal,
The hand to give, the heart to feel,
The love that ne’er betrays a friend,
The rectitude that naught can bend.


The Ramayana





Let go of all 
negativity 
and embrace 
peace, joy and 
prosperity





I hope we all
find the light in
us and may truth
always triumph.


Anushka Sharma





May the festival of
lights bring clarity
and happiness into
your heart and home










The Five Days of Diwali


The festival of Diwali spans five days, each marked by unique customs and traditions varying across regions and communities but commonly including the following celebrations.


Day 1: Dhanteras is a day devoted to the celebration of wealth and prosperity.


Day 2: Chhoti Diwali marks the triumph of Lord Krishna over the demon Narakasura.


Day 3: Diwali is celebrated by lighting diyas or candles, and the whole family gathers to pray to Lord Ganesha and Goddess Lakshmi.


Day 4: Govardhan puja is celebrated by visiting friends and family and marks the first day of the new year for some Hindu communities.


Day 5: Bhai dooj is a celebration of the bond between siblings and sibling-like relations, traditionally between brothers and sisters.





Let justice guide our every deed,
And toil each sinner to repress
Who scorns the way of righteousness.


The Ramayana





May the festival
of Diwali fill you
with inner strength,
confidence and peace





Diwali makes me
extremely nostalgic.
I love spending 
time with my
family and friends.
It’s the time where
we go all out and
just spread love.


Bhumi Pednekar





This Diwali 
be in tune with 
the positive energy of
the universe
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