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Dedication


Keith Randell (1943–2002)


The original Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over twenty years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-sixteen study. Our aim with these new editions for the IB is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.





Introduction


This book has been written to support your study of HL option 3: Aspects of the history of the Americas: Emergence of the Americas in global affairs 1880–1929 of the IB History Diploma Route 2.


This introduction gives you an overview of:




•  the content you will study for Emergence of the Americas in global affairs 1880–1929


•  how you will be assessed for Paper 3


•  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.





1 What you will study


This book focuses on how and why the region of the Americas became more globally engaged during the period 1880 to 1929. As American countries, in particular the USA, Canada and Mexico, began to modernize and industrialize, the production of more goods than could be consumed at home led to a growth in the number of exports. The USA went to war in 1898 against the Spanish empire and by the conclusion of the short, sharp conflict had to decide how far it was prepared to emulate the older European colonial powers. US foreign policy became more active, especially in the Caribbean and in Central America. The region as a whole had to come to terms with the outbreak of war in Europe in 1914 and, unsurprisingly, there was a range of economic and political actions taken in response.


This book:




•  begins by discussing why and how the USA moved to a more active role in foreign affairs; economic, social and political factors behind this shift are explored (Chapter 1)


•  examines in detail the 1898 Spanish–American–Cuban War; whether or not growing US imperialism was an anomaly or not is also considered, especially in light of the US occupation of the Philippines (Chapter 2)


•  traces US foreign policies from 1901 to 1917 – the policies of the progressive presidents, including the Roosevelt Corollary, dollar diplomacy and moral diplomacy are examined, as are the motives for US imperialism (Chapter 3)


•  explains how the USA shifted from a policy of neutrality when the First World War erupted in 1914 to becoming an active belligerent in 1917; the economic repercussions of the war on the home front are investigated; also discussed are the post-war peace negotiations and the USA’s growing economic clout in the region (Chapter 4)


•  explores Canada’s participation in the First World War; additionally, the impact of the war on the development of a growing sense of Canadian nationhood and identity is evaluated (Chapter 5)


•  analyses the extent to which Latin America was involved in the First World War, particularly in terms of political developments and her economies (Chapter 6).





2 How you will be assessed


The IB History Diploma Higher Level has three papers in total: Papers 1 and 2 for Standard Level and a further Paper 3 for Higher Level. It also has an Internal Assessment that all students must do.




•  For Paper 1 you need to answer four source-based questions on a prescribed subject. This counts for 20 per cent of your overall marks.


•  For Paper 2 you need to answer two essay questions on two different topics. This counts for 25 per cent of your overall marks.


•  For Paper 3 you need to answer three essay questions on two or three sections. This counts for 35 per cent of your overall marks.





For the Internal Assessment you need to carry out a historical investigation. This counts for 20 per cent of your overall marks.


HL option 3: Aspects of the history of the Americas is assessed through Paper 3. You must study three sections out of a choice of twelve, one of which could be Emergence of the Americas in global affairs 1880–1929. These sections are assessed through Paper 3 of the IB History diploma, which has 24 essay questions – two for each of the twelve sections. In other words, there will be two specific questions that you can answer based on Emergence of the Americas in global affairs 1880–1929.


Examination questions


For Paper 3 you need to answer three of the 24 questions. You could either answer two on one of the sections you have studied and one on another section, or one from each of the three sections you have studied. So, assuming Emergence of the Americas in global affairs 1880–1929 is one of the sections you have studied, you may choose to answer one or two questions on it.


The questions are divided up into twelve sections and are usually arranged chronologically. In the case of the questions on Emergence of the Americas in global affairs 1880–1929, you should expect numbers 9 and 10 to be on this particular section. When the exam begins, you will have five minutes in which to read the questions. You are not allowed to use a pen or highlighter during the reading period. Scan the list of questions but focus on the ones relating to the sections you have studied.


Remember you are to write on the history of the Americas. If a question such as, ‘Discuss the impact of the First World War on one country in the region’ is asked, do NOT write about the impact the war had on Germany or England. You will receive no credit for this answer. It is also important to keep in mind that you should be writing about countries in the Americas from 1880 to 1929. Be sure to stick to this time frame. If you write about the impact of the Great Depression, for example, your score will be seriously affected.


Command terms


When choosing the three questions, keep in mind that you must answer the question asked, not one you might have hoped for. A key to success is understanding the demands of the question. IB History diploma questions use key terms and phrases known as command terms. The more common command terms are listed in the table below, with a brief definition of each. More are listed in the appendix of the IB History Guide.


Examples of questions using some of the more common command terms and specific strategies to answer them are included at the end of Chapters 1 to 6.






	Command term

	Description

	Where exemplified in this book






	Analyse

	Investigate the various components of a given issue.

	pages 167–169







	Assess

	Very similar to evaluate. Raise the various sides to an argument but clearly state which are more important and why.

	pages 192–195







	Compare and contrast

	Discuss both similarities and differences of two events, people, etc.

	pages 88–90







	Evaluate

	Make a judgement while looking at two or more sides of an issue.

	pages 30–32







	To what extent

	Discuss the various merits of a given argument or opinion.

	pages 136–138







	Why

	Explain the reasons for something that took place. Provide several reasons.

	pages 57–59








Answering the questions


You have 2 hours and 30 minutes to answer the three questions or 50 minutes on each. Try to budget your time wisely. In other words, do not spend 75 minutes on one answer. Before you begin each essay, take five to seven minutes to compose an outline of the major points you will raise in your essay. These you can check off as you write the essay itself. This is not a waste of time and will bring organization and coherency to what you write. Well-organized essays that include an introduction, several well-supported arguments and a concluding statement are much more likely to score highly than essays that jump from point to point without structure.


The three essays you write for Paper 3 will be read by a trained examiner who will check what you write against the IB mark scheme. This mark scheme offers guidance to the examiner but is not comprehensive. You may well write an essay that includes analysis and evidence not included in the mark scheme and that is fine. It is also worth remembering that the examiner who marks your essay is looking to reward well-defended and argued positions, not to deduct marks for misinformation.


Each of your essays will be marked on a 0–20 scale, for a total of 60 points. The total score will be weighted as 35 per cent of your final IB History. Do bear in mind that you are not expected to score 60/60 to earn a 7; 37–39/60 will equal a 7. Another way of putting this is that if you write three essays that each score 13, you will receive a 7.


Writing essays


In order to attain the highest mark band (18–20), your essays should:




•  be clearly focused


•  address all implications of the question


•  demonstrate extensive historical knowledge


•  demonstrate knowledge of historical processes such as continuity and change


•  integrate your analysis


•  be well structured


•  have well-developed synthesis.





Your essay should include an introduction in which you set out your main points. Do not waste time copying the question but define the key terms stated in the question. The best essays probe the demands of the question. In other words, there are often different ways of interpreting the question.


Next, you should write an in-depth analysis of your main points in several paragraphs. Here you will provide evidence that supports your argument. Each paragraph should focus on one of your main points and relate directly to the question. More sophisticated responses include counter-arguments.


Finally, you should end with a concluding statement.


In the 45 minutes (approximately) that you spend on one essay, you should be able to write three to six pages. While there is no set minimum, you do need explore the issues and provide sufficient evidence to support what you write.


At the end of Chapters 1 to 6, you will find IB-style questions with guidance on how best to answer them. Each question focuses on a different command term. It goes without saying that the more practice you have writing essays, the better your results.


The appearance of the examination paper


Cover


The cover of the examination paper states the date of the examination and the length of time you have to complete it: 2 hours 30 minutes. Please note that there are two routes in history. Make sure your paper says Route 2 on it. Instructions are limited and simply state that you should not open it until told to do so and that three questions must be answered.


Questions


You will have five minutes in which to read through the questions. It is very important to choose the three questions you can answer most fully. It is quite possible that you answer two of the three questions on the Emergence of the Americas in global affairs 1880–1929, especially after mastering the material in this book. That is certainly permissible. After the five minutes’ reading time is over, you can take out your pen and mark up the exam booklet:




•  Circle the three you have decided to answer.


•  Identify the command terms and important points. For example, if a question asked, ‘With reference to two countries in the region, analyse the economic impact of the First World War’ underline ‘analyse’ and ‘economic impact’. This will help you to focus on the demands of the question.





For each essay take 5 to 7 minutes to write an outline and approximately 43 to 45 minutes to write the essay.


3 About this book


Coverage of the course content


This book addresses the key areas listed in the IB History Guide for Route 2: HL option 3: Aspects of the history of the Americas: Emergence of the Americas in global affairs 1880–1929. Each chapter starts with an introduction outlining the key questions it addresses. It is then divided into a series of sections and topics covering the course content.


Throughout the chapters you will find the following features to aid your study of the course content:


Key and leading questions


Each section heading in the chapter has a related key question, which gives a focus to your reading and understanding of the section. These are also listed in the chapter introduction. You should be able to answer the questions after completing the relevant section.


Topics within the sections have leading questions, which are designed to help you focus on the key points within a topic and give you more practice in answering questions.


Key terms


Key terms are the important terms you need to know to gain an understanding of the period. These are emboldened in the text the first time they appear in the book and are defined in the margin. They also appear in the glossary at the end of the book.



Sources



Throughout the book are several written and visual sources. Historical sources are important components in understanding more fully why specific decisions were taken or on what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions. The sources are accompanied by questions to help you dig deeper into the history of the global emergence of the Americas from 1880–1929.


Key debates


Historians often disagree on historical events and this historical debate is referred to as historiography. Knowledge of historiography is helpful in reaching the upper mark bands when you take your IB History examinations. You should not merely drop the names of historians in your essay. You need to understand the different points of view for a given historiographical debate. These you can bring up in your essay. There are a number of debates throughout the book to develop your understanding of historiography.


Theory of Knowledge (TOK) questions


Understanding that different historians see history differently is an important element in understanding the connection between the IB History Diploma and Theory of Knowledge. Alongside some of the debates is a Theory of Knowledge-style question that makes that link.


Summary diagrams


At the end of each section is a summary diagram that gives a visual summary of the content of the section. It is intended as an aid for revision.


Chapter summary


At the end of each chapter is a short summary of the content of that chapter. This is intended to help you revise and consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.


Examination guidance


At the end of Chapters 1 to 6 is:




•  examination guidance on how to answer questions, accompanied by advice on what supporting evidence you might use, and sometimes sample answers designed to help you focus on specific details


•  examination practice in the form of Paper 3-style questions.





End of the book


The book concludes with the following sections:


Timeline


This gives a timeline of the major events covered in the book, which is helpful for quick reference or as a revision tool.


Glossary


All key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.



Further reading



This contains a list of books and websites, which may help you with further independent research and presentations. It may also be helpful when further information is required for internal assessments and extended essays in history. You may wish to share the contents of this section with your school or local librarian.


Internal assessment


All IB History diploma students are required to write a historical investigation, which is internally assessed. The investigation is an opportunity for you to dig more deeply into a subject that interests you. This gives you a list of possible areas for research.





CHAPTER 1



United States’ expansionist foreign policies


This chapter examines the reasons why the USA became more involved in foreign affairs and imperial expansion towards the end of the nineteenth century. It considers how far the USA had historically distanced itself from foreign involvements; what factors in 1880 were significant in the USA being ready for greater involvement in world affairs; and the reasons for this greater involvement. Finally, it considers specific examples of foreign involvement, notably in the Pacific and Latin America.


You need to consider the following questions throughout this chapter:




•  How far had the USA involved itself in foreign affairs during the early to mid-nineteenth century?


•  What were the most significant reasons why the USA became an imperial power?


•  How far did the USA develop imperial interests before 1898?





1 US involvement in foreign affairs


Key question: How far had the USA involved itself in foreign affairs during the early to mid-nineteenth century?


On 4 March 1885, the new president, Grover Cleveland, gave his inaugural address. What he had to say about foreign policy was so familiar to both himself and his audience that he spoke without notes. No-one was in any way surprised by his words, as he repeated the familiar themes of avoiding overseas conflict and ensuring European powers didn’t interfere in the Americas.




SOURCE A


[image: ]


An excerpt from the inaugural address of President Grover Cleveland, 4 March 1885 (found at www.infoplease.com/t/hist/state-of-the-union/97.html).


It is gratifying to announce that the relations of the United States with all foreign powers continue to be friendly. Our position after nearly a century of successful constitutional government, maintenance of good faith in all our engagements, the avoidance of complications with other nations, and our consistent and amicable attitude toward the strong and weak alike furnish proof of a political disposition which renders professions of good will unnecessary. There are no questions of difficulty pending with any foreign government…


Maintaining as I do the tenets of a line of precedents from Washington’s day which proscribe entangling alliances with foreign states, I do not favour a policy of acquisition of new and distant territories or the incorporation of remote interests with our own.
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[image: ] What can you infer from the speech in Source A about American foreign policy?





 [image: ]






[image: ]





The late nineteenth-century president, Benjamin Harrison, called the USA ‘an apart nation’ while historian James Bryce in his 1888 book, The American Commonwealth, wrote, ‘happy America, stand[s] apart in a world of her own, unassailable by European powers, easily superior to the other republics on the continent, but with no present motive for aggression upon them’. It appears therefore from this evidence that the USA did not and had no need to concern itself with foreign commitments.


Reasons why the USA was isolationist


[image: ]


Why did the USA distance itself from foreign involvements?


[image: ]


In the nineteenth century, the USA seemed detached from foreign entanglements. This policy is generally referred to as isolationism. Europe, the continent containing the other major powers such as Britain, France and Germany, was thousands of miles away. Some historians have argued that the USA felt superior to those countries that engaged in aggrandizement and empire building; indeed the very fact that the United States had been born out of rebellion against an imperial power, Britain, and had set up a republic unique among countries at that time precluded foreign entanglements.


The USA became populated by people often seeking to escape persecution and discrimination in their own lands, wanting to make a new start. In this scenario, as a new and growing republic, the USA did not want to get involved with old regimes, which may have practised the very policies it rejected. The USA was different to other countries and would be guided by different, more morally-based principles than the older European states.


Historian Ralph Emerson wrote in 1942, ‘With the exception of the brief period of imperialism at the time of the Spanish–American War, the American people have shown a deep repugnance to both the conquest of distant lands and the assumption of rule over alien peoples.’


It is the intention in the remainder of this chapter to investigate how far the USA was isolated during the nineteenth century, and the extent to which it was involved in foreign affairs and imperial expansion almost from its inception and at least since the end of the US Civil War in 1865.


The USA in 1880
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How important were the factors indicating the USA’s future involvement in imperial expansion?
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By 1880, some developments suggested that the USA might be ready for imperial expansion:




•  the conquest of internal frontiers


•  the development of the economy


•  foreign involvement.
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The American Civil War, 1861–65


The American Civil War broke out when eleven Southern states broke away from the Union to form the Confederacy. The war stimulated industrialization in the Northern USA with mass production of uniforms and military supplies. The North also had twice the population of the South and commanded control of the seas. However, the war was a long, drawn-out affair, which saw 600,000 dead. Widespread support for the South in Britain strained relations with the Federal Government.
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The conquest of internal frontiers


The Founding Fathers had no doubt that the USA should expand to fill its continental frontiers. This was achieved within a century. Following their independence from Great Britain in 1783, Americans began to settle their new continent with amazing speed. In 1783 the USA consisted of 13 states on the eastern seaboard, comprising a land area of 360,000 square miles; by the mid-nineteenth century it had gained all the lands south of Canada and north of Mexico between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, with a land mass of almost 3 million square miles, in contrast, say, with 94,525 square miles of the United Kingdom. This was achieved largely through two means:




•  Purchase from France, Mexico and Russia. In 1812, the Louisiana Purchase from France bought nearly a million square miles for $15 million and opened up the continent to westward expansion. The Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo ended the war between the USA and Mexico in 1849, with the latter selling much of the south-western region to the USA, again for $15 million. In 1854, the Gadsden Purchase added 29,000 square miles for railroad development at a cost of $10 million. Alaska was bought from Russia in 1869 (see page 17).


•  Warfare, notably against Mexico in the 1840s and different groups of Native North Americans throughout the century.





The vast US land mass was settled so quickly that in 1890 the Census declared there was no longer any undeveloped territory available for settlement.


In 1893, historian Frederick Jackson Turner, in his hugely influential thesis The Significance of the Frontier in American History (sometimes called Turner’s thesis), argued that the westward frontier was now closed; everywhere within the continental USA was now settled.
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Native North Americans


The Native North American population may have been as high as 18 million before the arrival of European colonists in the sixteenth century; by 1890 it had declined to 250,000. As white settlers moved westwards, Native North Americans were largely displaced, the numbers falling through exposure to unfamiliar diseases, such as smallpox and measles, and warfare. Despite tenacious efforts to resist this US encroachment, Native North Americans were relatively easily dispensed with. In the face of determined westward expansion and vastly superior military technology such as repeating rifles and later, Gatling guns, they could offer comparatively little effective resistance. Even on the Plains the Native American wars lasted less than twenty years from the 1860s to the 1880s.
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SOURCE B
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States and territories of the USA, 1890–96. Territories were regions that had not yet acquired statehood. They could apply for statehood when the population had reached 60,000.
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[image: ] What can you learn from Source B about the settlement of the USA by 1896?
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The development of the economy


The USA was a land rich in raw materials, and fertile for crops. In the years following the Civil War of 1861–65, it grew to become one of the wealthiest countries on Earth. By 1900, the USA had equalled Britain in coal production at 244 million tons of coal each year; in 1840 the figure had been 2.5 million tons and 8.4 million by 1850. The USA also produced vast amounts of food for export. Between 1865 and 1898, its corn production tripled and production of refined sugar grew five-fold. Exports generally quadrupled between 1865 and 1900, when they were worth $1.4 billion. In 1898, the USA manufactured 33 per cent more goods than Britain, compared to less than half that of Britain in 1865.


Extent of government involvement


The USA had an economic structure in which people were free to make money with very little government interference. Governments of the period followed strictly laissez-faire policies; presidents tended to be, if not exactly weak, then reluctant to become too assertive. President Benjamin Harrison (1889–93), for example, believed Congress, not the president, should assume responsibility for national issues.


Presidents and Congress both tended to believe the wealth of the USA was based largely on the ability of business interests to run their concerns free from government interference or constraint. The USA was a land of low taxes and minimal government activity. This undoubtedly stimulated business interests to take risks and invest in multifarious ventures in the absence of regulations to limit business practices.


Development of industry


In the years following the Civil War, the USA saw an industrial revolution. Huge industrial concerns grew up in the great cities; small-scale industry also thrived. This happened for a number of reasons:




•  The USA was rich in natural resources such as coal, oil and precious metals that could be exploited to provide the materials to drive the development of industry after the Civil War.


•  The Civil War had seen heavy government spending on weapons, transportation and machinery, which had triggered a massive growth in factories, railroads and other aspects of industrial infrastructure.


•  The exploitation of natural resources became possible partly because of improved communications and the development of the railways.







   •  By 1900, the USA had 193,000 miles of railroads; an eight-fold increase since the Civil War period. Railroads were built from natural resources such as coal, and were used to transport them.


   •  Communications improved after the development of the telegraph by an American inventor, Samuel Morse, in the 1840s. By the 1860s, not only did telegraph lines span the USA, but they were also connected to Europe by an underwater cable. This vastly facilitated the possibilities of business between US and European entrepreneurs.







•  The country was growing through westward expansion and massive immigration. Its population almost doubled to 76 million between 1870 and 1900; in Europe only Russia had more people. Between 1820 and 1869, 6 million immigrants arrived in the USA, mainly from Northern Europe and Ireland, and a further 20 million between 1870 and 1900, often from Eastern and Southern Europe. Many of them lived in towns and cities, working in the manufacturing industries. By 1896, more Americans lived in urban areas than the countryside. Urban populations were both consumers and producers; they stimulated the massive demand for manufactured goods which they helped produce.


•  High tariffs kept out foreign goods. The USA hardly needed to export during the latter part of the nineteenth century. Population growth within the USA more than maintained sufficient demand for what was produced. However, from 1880 entrepreneurs felt there was a capacity to produce more, and were increasingly looking for foreign markets to stimulate even greater profits. Indeed, governments during this period did little to promote exports and there was no significant demand for the reduction of tariffs. Furthermore, US business interests stifled reciprocity agreements with Canada in 1865 and Mexico in 1883; these same interests blocked the proposed annexation of Hawaii in 1893 (see pages 25–26) because of the fear of competition from Hawaiian sugar-refining businesses.


•  There was a dynamism within the age that encouraged risk and adventure. Inventors such as Thomas Edison and Alexander Graham Bell worked respectively on electric light and telephones, which revolutionized daily life; entrepreneurs such as the Rockefellers and Henry Ford developed the oil and motor-car industries.





The two industries that saw the greatest development were those of iron and steel, and oil.


Iron and steel


Iron production rose from 920,000 tons in 1860 to 10.3 million tons by 1900, twice that of the USA’s nearest rival, Germany. The city of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania became the centre of the iron industry. It was highly centralized, with 38 iron and steel plants along 42 kilometres of navigable waterways. Annual US steel production grew from 380,000 tons in 1875 to 60 million by 1920; annual growth rates from 1870 to 1913 were 7 per cent in the USA compared with 6 per cent in Germany, and 1 per cent in Britain.


Oil


Modern oil production began in January 1901 with the success of the Lucas Well in Spindletop, Texas. This well produced 70,000 to 110,000 barrels per day for nine days before being capped. Further ‘gushers’ were discovered throughout the southwest; by 1907, the comparatively small state of Oklahoma was the leading oil producer, and by 1913 was producing 25 per cent of the nation’s oil. By 1919 the USA produced two-thirds of the entire world’s oil at 577 million barrels per year.


Foreign involvement


It is simply not true to suggest that the USA pursued a policy of isolationism in the nineteenth century. In the early and middle part of the century, it had a series of clashes with Britain, formulated the Monroe Doctrine (see page 15), developed interests in the Far East and purchased Alaska. However, it had little appetite for colonization in these years, whereas in the later part of the century there were significant changes in world affairs which meant that the USA became more imperialistic in outlook (see Section 2, page 19).


Britain


Britain and the USA had an often fractured relationship during the nineteenth century.


As early as 1812, the USA went to war with Britain in protest at the trade restrictions the latter imposed as a result of the Napoleonic Wars. In the 1840s there were disputes about the location of the borders between Oregon and Canada, which was a British colony.


During and after the Civil War period (1861–65), the Federal Government was incensed by the perceived British support for the Confederacy. In particular Britain was blamed for supplying the South with cruisers which sank 100,000 tons of Northern shipping. Only in 1871 was this dispute resolved, by the Treaty of Washington, in which Britain agreed to pay compensation – a figure of $15.5 million was agreed on in 1872.


The Monroe Doctrine


In 1823, largely in the face of Latin American countries fighting for their independence from Spain, the USA declared the Monroe Doctrine to warn European countries against involvement in the Americas.




SOURCE C


[image: ]


An extract from the Monroe Doctrine, elucidated by President James Monroe in his seventh annual State of the Union message to Congress, 1823 (found at http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/monroe.asp).


It is impossible that the allied powers should extend their political system to any portion of either continent without endangering our peace and happiness; nor can anyone believe that our southern brethren, if left to themselves, would adopt it of their own accord. It is equally impossible, therefore, that we should behold such interposition in any form with indifference. If we look to the comparative strength and resources of Spain and those new Governments, and their distance from each other, it must be obvious that she can never subdue them. It is still the true policy of the United States to leave the parties to themselves, in hope that other powers will pursue the same course.
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[image: ] Rewrite the statement in Source C in your own words. Does it make any positive commitment to US intervention if other countries in the American continent are threatened?
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While this declaration went unnoticed at the time, it was applied against French involvement in Mexico in the 1860s. Here, France had taken advantage of the USA’s preoccupation with the Civil War to establish a puppet emperor, Maximilian, supported by French troops. In 1866, Secretary of State William H. Seward demanded that the French withdraw, and the USA moved 50,000 troops to the borders. The French acceded to Seward’s demands and left Maximilian to his fate – eventual defeat and execution.


However, according to some historians, the Doctrine was mainly a bluff and Latin Americans did not expect the US to come to their aid. The USA did not prevent Britain from acquiring the colonies of British Guiana and Honduras in 1831 and 1862 respectively, and the Spanish maintained their colony of Cuba until the end of the century (see Chapter 3). Nevertheless, as we have seen in the case of Mexico above, the USA did involve itself in issues when it felt its own interests were threatened.


The Far East


The USA recognized the potential of trade with the Far East.


China and Japan


To promote trade with China and Japan the following treaties were made:




•  In 1844, the USA made the Treaty of Wanghia with China, giving favourable trade agreements and the opportunity to send missionaries to the Chinese to persuade them to adopt Christianity.


•  Similarly, in 1858, a commercial treaty was agreed with Japan in which US advisers taught the Japanese how to modernize their industries. Japan was generally treated with more respect than China because of its enthusiasm to embrace industrialization and, by the 1890s, the USA saw it as a rival.


•  In 1868, the Burlingame Treaty endorsed the free movement of people and free trade between the USA and China, in part to stimulate Chinese immigration for work on railroad building in the US. This was negated by the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 when legislators feared Chinese immigration was too great.





The new imperialism


The new imperialism of the later nineteenth century meant that European powers were expanding their empires. There had been a ‘scramble for Africa’ which saw most of that continent colonized either by Britain, France or Germany by the end of the century, and Britain, Germany and Japan were increasingly involved in the Pacific and the Far East. With Africa largely colonized by the latter decades of the nineteenth century, many Americans increasingly felt that the USA could not afford to miss out on imperial expansion in the Far East.




•  Every European country except Britain had introduced tariffs to restrict their imports; this meant the USA would have to expand its trade elsewhere.


•  Following Japan’s success in the First Sino-Japanese War, its aggression stimulated the scramble for ports and economic concessions in China. The poor performance of China indicated its weakness to other powers, which they were keen to exploit, demanding trading rights and the right to settle areas on the Chinese mainland.





Inevitably, this interest in the Far East would lead to the desire for coaling stations and strategic islands in the Pacific, such as Hawaii, Midway Island, Guam, Wake Island and Samoa, in order to have stopping off points for naval and merchant vessels, and ports, which could be fortified in case of attack.


Hawaii


The USA discouraged the British from trying to make the Hawaiian islands protectorates in the 1840s by asserting that the USA had major interests there. The first calls for the annexation of Hawaii came in the 1850s. As we shall see, descendants of American settlers and missionaries began to dominate the sugar industry and Hawaii was annexed by the USA in 1898.


Midway Island, Guam, Wake Island and Samoa


In 1867, the USA acquired the uninhabited Midway Island in the West Pacific, originally to obtain supplies of guano to use in the manufacture of fertilizer and gunpowder. Guam was ceded to the USA by Spain after the Spanish–American–Cuban war of 1898 (see Chapter 2). In the following year, Wake Island, nearly 6000 miles from San Francisco (the nearest US city) was acquired as a telegraph cable station. In the same year, after civil war there, the eastern islands of Samoa were also annexed (see pages 24–25).


None of these possessions were primarily seen as colonies, but instead merely coaling stations, naval bases and communication centres. In refuting the normal economic reasons for colonial development, such as supplying raw materials and acquiring new markets for manufactured goods, historian Arthur Schlesinger Jr. wrote in 1999, ‘The notion that poverty-stricken Samoans had the money to buy American wheat and flour, even if it were part of their diet, is absurd.’




SOURCE D
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Map of US possessions by 1900.
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[image: ] What does Source D tell you about US imperial expansion by 1900?
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Alaska


In 1867 the USA purchased Alaska from Russia for $7.2 million – mainly to remove Russia’s presence from the American continent. Many people couldn’t understand the motives for or the benefit of the purchase at the time – it was referred to dismissively as ‘Seward’s icebox’ and ‘Seward’s folly’. However, Secretary of State William H. Seward had a prior motive; he felt the development of Alaskan harbours might provide a gateway to northern Asia where US merchant ships could fuel and make provision for the long voyage across the Pacific Ocean.


Opposition to colonialism


There was comparatively little support for colonization as such. Chief Justice Roger Brooke Taney asserted in 1857 that the Constitution gave no authority for the US to colonize. When the Caribbean state of the Dominican Republic actually offered itself up for colonization by the USA in 1869, Congress refused. Similarly, an attempt by the Federal Government to annex the Dominican Republic in 1870 stimulated a ‘Great Debate’ on imperial expansion, with proponents arguing that the USA could exploit the wealth and resources of the Dominican Republic and sell its goods to a ready market there. However, the Senate rejected the treaty, arguing a racist line that the USA would not deal with ‘savages’. There was a fear that people regarded as inferior might one day have to be admitted into the Union or that former colonies might become states, thus diluting the Anglo-Saxon basis of the United States. As we will see, racist arguments loomed large in the debate about the pros and cons of colonialism.




SUMMARY DIAGRAM
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US involvement in foreign affairs








2 Reasons for emerging imperialism



Key question: What were the most significant reasons why the USA became an imperial power?


By the 1880s, attitudes towards imperialism were changing in the USA. While it may be contentious to suggest that the USA shifted to actively becoming an imperial power, it did acquire overseas territories and both co-operated and contended with the European Imperial powers. In the final decades of the nineteenth century there were significant changes in world affairs which meant that the USA simply could not afford not to get involved.


In Section 3 (pp. 24–29) we will look at how far the US had started to become an imperial power in the latter two decades of the nineteenth century, whereas in this section we will examine the reasons for this change, including:




•  the end of westward expansion


•  industrial development


•  naval expansion and sea power


•  Manifest Destiny


•  missionary work


•  preclusive imperialism.





The end of westward expansion
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What was the significance of the frontier in US history?
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Some historians have argued that western expansion was a form of colonialism in that immigrants moved into underpopulated land, exploited its wealth and settled it, in much the same way that they may have done outside the American continent. President George Washington (1789–97) had spoken of the USA as a potential empire by expanding westwards. In this sense one could argue that the first empire the USA built was that of its own continent; when this had been achieved it could turn its attention to foreign adventures.


In his 1893 treatise on the significance of the frontier (see page 11), historian Frederick Jackson Turner argued that it (i.e. the frontier) was, quite simply, the main reason why Americans had developed to be so self-sufficient, energetic and egalitarian in outlook. It followed then that if there was no longer a frontier to exploit, they might lose these characteristics. If the internal frontier no longer existed, external ones did – in the form of partially and undeveloped countries – that could be exploited by the USA, and it was incumbent on Americans to settle them anew. Turner wrote, ‘The existence of an area of free land, its continuous recession, and the advance of American settlements westward explain American development.’ Turner’s thesis has been hugely influential in analyses of reasons for US expansion.



Industrial development
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Why did American business turn to foreign markets in the last twenty years of the nineteenth century?
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Before the 1880s, American business found enough demand within western expansion; after this was complete it turned its attention to foreign markets.




SOURCE E
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An excerpt from a speech made in 1898 by Albert J. Beveridge, a statesman and soon-to-be Senator from Indiana who promoted imperialism (found at http://historyunfolding.blogspot.co.uk/2005/11/evolution-of-american-foreign-policy.html).


American factories are making more than the American people can use; American soil is producing more than they can consume. Fate has written our policy for us; the trade of the world must and shall be ours. And we will get it as our mother [England] has told us how. We will establish trading-posts throughout the world as distributing-points for American products. We will cover the ocean with our merchant marine. We will build a navy to the measure of our greatness. Great colonies governing themselves, flying our flag and trading with us, will grow about our posts of trade. Our institutions will follow our flag on the wings of our commerce. And American law, American order, American civilization, and the American flag will plant themselves on shores hitherto bloody and benighted, but by those agencies of God henceforth to be made beautiful and bright.





[image: ]






[image: ] How useful is Source E to historians as evidence of a shift in US policy towards the development of US expansion overseas?
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Already by the 1880s, the value of US exports was increasing, from $450 million in 1870 to over $1 billion by the 1890s. Much of this increase was in industrial products. By the end of the century, US steel could easily compete with that of Britain, and was indeed gaining contracts from both within Britain and the British empire. For example, one US firm gained contracts to produce structural steel for the construction of bridges in the British colony of Uganda.



Tariffs


Some historians have also pointed to fear and uncertainty as an economic reason for colonization. The USA faced surpluses in farm produce from the post-Civil War period as westward development led to increases in production; it needed foreign markets to absorb this increase. In 1893, a depression hit the US economy, making the search for foreign markets more urgent. This prompted the Federal Government to reduce tariffs and encourage US firms to exploit foreign markets. In the early 1890s reciprocity agreements were negotiated with various Latin American countries (see page 27). In particular, following westward expansion, Americans came to appreciate the potential of their Pacific coastline as a springboard for the development of trade with the Far East.


This does not mean, however, that the USA changed its policy from one of protection to ‘freer’ trade; the agreements made annoyed both protectionists who felt they went too far in reducing tariffs, and those who felt they didn’t go far enough in promoting free trade between nations.



Naval expansion and sea power
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How important was the growth of the navy to imperial growth?


[image: ]


This growth of trade required military protection from army and naval forces. With geographical protection from invasion and only Native North Americans to fight however, the US army was limited to 25,000 by the 1880s.


The USA had waged a series of minor naval wars such as a campaign against Barbary pirates, from 1801–06, and, during the Revolutionary Wars, had even attacked the British port of Whitehaven in 1778. However, 90 years later, the navy was only twelfth in size in the world and was smaller than that of Sweden’s maritime force.


As early as 1882 the Secretary of the Navy, William H. Hunt, was advocating naval expansion after a review he commissioned found that, of 140 ships on the naval list, only 42 were operational, and the navy was still mainly comprised of wooden sailing vessels as opposed to more modern steamships. Of only seventeen steamships, fourteen dated from the Civil War period. In 1890 one of Hunt’s successors, Benjamin Tracy, challenged Congress to finance the building of two ocean fleets of 20 battleships and 60 cruisers by 1900. Although at the time it did not happen, this cannot negate the fact that the notion was in the public domain and the seeds for expansion had been planted. However, in the 1890s, it was Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan who gave the impetus to naval expansion.


Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan


Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan wrote two hugely influential books, The Impact of Sea Power Upon History in 1890 and The Influence of Sea Power Upon The French Revolution and Empire two years later. Mahan argued that history proved that nations with powerful navies and overseas bases to maintain them would grow in strength. Ironically, Mahan, a member of the naval staff, hated to go to sea himself because he suffered from chronic seasickness.
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