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CHAPTER ONE


Blessed in the Dark Places


When we think about what it means to be “blessed,” most of the time we think of the good things that have happened to us. Perhaps our supervisor offered us a new position at work, and we were blessed with a promotion. We remember when our new baby was born, and how we were blessed with a child. Or we may have overcome an illness and been blessed with a return to good health. Blessings and good times go hand in hand. It’s easy to celebrate and have a grateful attitude when things are going our way.


But what about when we go through really difficult times? The company was downsizing, and we were laid off. Somebody walked out of a relationship with us, and now we have to start all over. Where are the blessings when we go through things we don’t understand?


I met a young lady who had been pregnant for five months with her first child. She had been so excited that she had already decorated the baby’s room, but something went wrong with the pregnancy, and she had a miscarriage. She was numb with grief, expressionless, in a dark place.


In 1981 my family thought we’d be celebrating the Christmas holidays together, enjoying fun and fellowship. Instead we learned that my mother had been diagnosed with terminal liver cancer and given a few weeks to live. It was a very somber Christmas. Is it possible that we can gain blessings in these times of darkness that we cannot gain in the light?


All of us at some point will go through a dark place—a sickness, a divorce, a loss, a child who breaks our heart. It’s easy to get discouraged, give up on our dreams, and think that’s the end. But God uses the dark places. They’re a part of His divine plan. Think of a seed. As long as a seed remains in the light, it cannot germinate and will never become what it was created to be. The seed must be planted in the soil, in a dark place, so that the potential on the inside will come to life. In the same way, there are seeds of greatness in us—dreams, goals, talents, potential—that will only come to life in a dark place.


The Dark Places Bring Us Blessings


Throughout the Scripture, every person who did something great went through one of these dark places. Moses made a mistake and killed an Egyptian man. He spent forty lonely years on the back side of the desert, feeling as though he had blown it. But in that dark place something was being shaped in his life. He was being prepared, developing patience, humility, strength, and trust. Without the dark place Moses would never have held up his rod and parted the Red Sea. He would never have led the Israelites out of slavery and toward the Promised Land. The dark place was a prerequisite for his stepping into the fullness of his destiny, and it’s a prerequisite for us as well.


Esther was an orphan, having lost both of her parents, and living in a foreign country. She felt alone, forsaken, abandoned, in a dark place. Yet God used her to help save the people of Israel. Joseph was betrayed by his own brothers, falsely accused of a crime, and put in prison, a dark place. But he ended up ruling a nation. Elijah descended from a great mountain victory into a dark place of depression so low that he wanted to die, yet he’s one of the heroes of faith. David had an affair with a married woman, and then he had her husband killed in battle. But after an extremely dark time that followed in his life, David turned his heart back to the Lord and is remembered as “the man after God’s heart.”


You may not realize it, but it’s in the dark places that you really grow. They’re where your character is developed, where you learn to trust God and to persevere, and where your spiritual muscles are made strong. In the dark places you pray more, you draw closer to God, and you take time to get quiet and listen to what He’s saying. In those dark places you reevaluate your priorities, you slow down and take time for family, and you get a new appreciation for what God has given you.


A friend of mine was given the devastating news that because of an infection he was going to lose his eyesight. He had surgery and wasn’t supposed to be able to see afterward. But the doctors were able to correct the problem. Amazingly, he came out of the surgery with his vision perfectly fine. Now every morning when he gets up, he takes fifteen minutes and just stares at the trees and the flowers, and he gazes in wonder at his children. He didn’t realize it at the time, but in that dark place he was being blessed. Something was happening on the inside. He was experiencing new growth, a greater confidence, endurance, and resolve.


Iron Will Enter Your Soul


When you go through enough dark places, you don’t complain about life’s little inconveniences. You don’t get upset because you didn’t get a parking spot. You don’t lose your joy when you get stuck in traffic. You don’t get offended if a coworker was rude to you. You’ve been through too much to let that sour you. Your backbone has been made into steel.


One day a well-meaning person said to me, “Joel, I heard a guy talking negatively about you, and I was so sorry he said that.” The person was being kind and encouraging. But I thought to myself, You don’t have to feel sorry for me. I buried my father. I saw my mother come through cancer. I learned how to minister when every voice told me I couldn’t do it. I believed we could get the Compaq Center when all the odds were against us. If I made it through all that, I can make it through somebody not liking me. That’s like a little gnat that you just have to flick away.


When you go through a few dark places, it toughens you up. The dark places are what have made me into who I am today. I like the good times better. I prefer everything going my way. I’m not believing for any dark times, but it wasn’t the good times that brought out the best in me. It was the lonely nights, the times I didn’t think I could do it on my own, the times I didn’t see a way—that’s when I learned how to really pray, that’s when I developed an unshakable confidence in God, that’s when my faith was stretched. Don’t complain about the dark times; there’s a blessing in the dark places. God is working something in your life that can only be worked in the fire of affliction.


When my father died and I was first trying to learn how to minister, I was so afraid to get up in front of people. There were nights after dinner when I would go to my closet to pray. Victoria would come looking for me, asking the kids, “Where’s your dad?” She would find me in my closet praying. The truth is, I never prayed like that in the good times. I didn’t go out of my way to draw closer to God when everything was going my way. It was the dark places that helped me to develop my spiritual muscles. Even though I didn’t like what I was going through, being so uncomfortable forced me to stretch and grow. I wouldn’t change it for anything. It’s made me better.


God uses the dark places. When Joseph was falsely accused and put in prison for thirteen years, the Scripture says, “He was laid in chains of iron, and his soul entered into that iron.” In that prison Joseph developed strength, a perseverance that he could not have gotten any other way. There are some lessons you can only learn in the dark places. Quit complaining about what you’re going through, about how unfair it is, about who did you wrong. It may be uncomfortable, you may not like it, but it’s working for your good. You’re getting stronger; it’s developing something in you that you can only get in the dark. You can’t reach your highest potential being in the light all the time. To have no opposition, no problems, and nobody coming against you may sound good, but it will stunt your growth.


Enlarged in Times of Distress


King David said, “God enlarged me in my time of distress.” He didn’t get enlarged in the good times; he was enlarged when things weren’t going his way. As a teenager he wanted to be out having fun with friends, but he got stuck taking care of his father’s sheep. Day after day, while he was out there alone in the shepherds’ fields with nobody to talk to, it looked as though he would never accomplish his dreams. But those years in the lonely fields were what helped prepare him to become a champion. When he killed Goliath, the people called him an overnight success. But the truth is, it didn’t happen overnight. It happened because he went through the dark places with a good attitude. When he wasn’t getting his way, when he was lonely and felt as though God had forgotten about him, he just kept doing the right thing. He understood this principle. His attitude was, God, this is a dark place. I may not see it now, but I believe it’s working for me. I’m getting stronger. I’m developing patience and perseverance and learning to trust You. At the right time he not only came out of that dark place, but came out increased, promoted, and better off than he had been before.


It’s not a coincidence that David says in Psalm 23, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters.… And though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil.” He was saying, in effect, The same God who leads me to the green pastures, the same God who leads me to the still waters, is the same God who will lead me through the valley of the shadow of death.


We can all trust God when we’re resting in the green pastures, and we can trust Him when we’re beside the still waters—that’s easy. But He is asking you to trust Him when you’re in the dark valley. He hasn’t left you. You may feel alone, abandoned, and mistreated, and think that life hasn’t been fair, but God is still leading you. That dark place is a part of the plan to make you into who you were created to be. It may not be easy, you may not understand it, but faith is trusting in God when life doesn’t make sense. Dare to believe that He’s blessing you even in the dark places. Believe that what’s meant for your harm is going to work to your advantage.


David went on to say, “After you go through the dark place in the valley, God will anoint your head with oil, He’ll prepare a table before you in the presence of your enemies, and your cup will run over.” Notice that you have to go through the valley to enjoy the table set before you. You have to go through the loneliness, through the sickness, through the betrayal before you get that fresh anointing, that new beginning. You have to go through the shepherds’ fields, doing the right thing when the wrong thing is happening. You have to go through the job where you’re not being treated right, through the struggle, the lack, the debt, before you make it to where your cup runs over.


Too often we want the overflow but not the valley. Our prayer is, “God, give me more favor, more influence, a greater anointing.” God says, “Okay, but you have to be willing to go with Me through the valley.” In the dark places is where we prove to God what we’re really made of. Can God trust you with more of His favor, with greater influence and more resources? You have to be faithful in the shepherds’ field, where it’s lonely and where you’re not getting your way. “Well, Joel, I don’t like my boss. That’s why I slack off at work, and that’s why I come in late. They don’t treat me right.” If you don’t have a good attitude in the dark places, you’ll get stuck there. If you’re not faithful in the wilderness, how can God trust you to be faithful in the Promised Land?


Question Marks Changed to  Exclamation Points


Have a new perspective: the dark places are opportunities to grow. You’re not in a dark place by accident. If God weren’t going to use it for your good, He wouldn’t have allowed it. You may not understand it, it may not make sense, but God knows what He’s doing. Pass the test.


When my father went to be with the Lord in 1999, that was the greatest challenge I had ever faced—a dark place. When you go through a loss, it’s easy to get discouraged and feel as though God let you down and there will never be any more good days. But I’ve learned that every time something dies in my life, something else is coming to life. It looks like an end, but God has a new beginning. A friend betrays you and walks away, and your relationship dies, but at the same time God is birthing a new relationship. He’s already lined up another friend who is destined to cross your path. You lost a job, a position, or a major client, but God has a new position, new opportunities, and new levels for you. If you’ll go through the valley trusting, believing, knowing that God is in control, you’ll come to the table prepared for you, into the fresh anointing, and increase to where your cup is running over.


I have a friend I played baseball with years ago. He was the star player, always the best one on the field. He led the league in hitting and fielding. His dream was to play professional baseball. During one summer he was invited to play on a highly competitive amateur team that traveled around the country. Only extremely talented players got the opportunity to play on this very prestigious team. He played that summer and did exceptionally well, but some of the other players were jealous of him. They began to spread lies about him and stir up trouble. The next year the coach, even though he liked my friend very much, believed the rumors and didn’t invite him back to play. My friend was very discouraged. He tried to get on several other teams, but it was too late. They were already full. For the first time he didn’t have a summer team to play on. He missed the whole season—no games, no opportunities, a dark place. He didn’t understand it, and it wasn’t fair, but he didn’t get bitter. He knew the same God Who had led him to the quiet waters and green pastures was leading him through the valley.


Every night he would go to the batting cages and keep improving his skills. He’d have friends hit him balls so he could stay sharp in his fielding. He kept lifting weights, running, staying in shape. He had no team to play for, and he had not been treated right, but he knew that on the other side of the valley was the table already prepared for him. You have to go through the valley to get to the table. Don’t get stuck in the dark valley. Don’t lose your passion and have a sour attitude that says, “I don’t understand why this happened. After all these years, they laid me off.” “How could I get this bad medical report?” “Why did this person break my heart?” If you’re always trying to figure out why, you’re going to get stuck.


Think about this: an exclamation point is simply a question mark straightened out. If you want God to turn your question marks, the things you don’t understand, into exclamation points, you have to trust Him. In those dark places where it isn’t fair, instead of wondering why something happened, dare to say, “God, I know You’re still on the throne. I may not understand this valley I’m in, but I know that on the other side is my exclamation point. The table is already prepared, the right people are waiting, a fresh anointing is coming with increase, promotion, and a new level.” If you go through the dark places like that, you’ll see that question mark turned into an exclamation point. God will amaze you with His goodness.


That’s what happened to us. When my father died, I had a lot of question marks. “Will the church make it? Can I really minister? Will anyone listen to me?” As I stayed in faith and went through the dark places with the right attitude, one by one God turned the question marks into exclamation points. “Will the church make it?” Yes, and here’s a Compaq Center to hold all the people—exclamation point. “Can I really minister? Will anyone listen to me?” Yes, and here are some TV networks that will carry your program, here are some number one books, and here is a SiriusXM satellite radio channel—exclamation point.


Blessings through Breakings


You may be in a dark place right now. You went through a breakup, and you’re hurt, lonely, wondering if you’ll ever be happy again. I can tell you firsthand—I’m a living witness—that if you’ll keep moving forward, honoring God, He’ll bring somebody into your life who is better than you ever imagined—somebody kinder, friendlier, more loving, who’ll treat you like a king, a queen. The latter part of your life will be better than the first part. God has an exclamation point waiting for you.


Maybe you’re dealing with a sickness. You’ve been told that it doesn’t look good. Stay in faith—the exclamation point is coming. My mother was diagnosed with terminal cancer, and thirty-six years later, she’s still healthy and strong. That’s good, but here’s the exclamation point. Every week she goes to the hospital to pray for other sick people. That’s God making the enemy pay.


Perhaps you’re in a dark place in your finances. You had a setback or lost a client, and you’re wondering, Is it ever going to get better? Yes, on the other side of that valley you’re going to find your cup that runs over—increase, abundance, a new level of your destiny. You may have been in that valley for a long time, but you need to get ready. You’re about to see the breakthrough, and the problem is about to turn around. Don’t stop believing. Get your fire back, because God did not bring you this far to leave you. He has an exclamation point coming your way.


That’s what happened to my friend the baseball player. One day he was out practicing, minding his own business and improving his skills. What he didn’t know was that there was a scout for a professional team up in the stands. This scout was there to watch another player. But when he saw how talented my friend was, he called him over and said, “I’d like you to come try out for our team.” That was God putting him at the right place at the right time. God knows how to get you to your destiny. My friend went and tried out. He made the team, played a few years in the minor leagues, kept moving up, and went on to play in the big leagues. He had a long, successful career.


People don’t determine your destiny, but God does. A bad break can’t stop you, sickness can’t stop you, injustice can’t stop you. God has the final say. If you’ll go through the dark places with a good attitude and keep doing the right thing, you will come into your exclamation point. You will see the goodness of God.


When Jesus was about to feed a multitude of thousands of people, He had a little boy’s lunch, just five loaves of bread and two fish. He held the loaves up and gave thanks, and then, the Scripture says, “He broke the loaves,” and the bread was multiplied. Notice the blessing was in the breaking. The more He broke it, the more it multiplied.


There are times in life when we feel broken: we have broken dreams, a broken heart. When the young lady told me that she had had a miscarriage, big tears ran down her beautiful face. She said, “This baby is what I wanted more than anything else.” She was broken. When I lost my father, I felt as though a part of me had died. When you feel broken, don’t get bitter, don’t give up on your dreams. That brokenness is not the end; it’s a sign that God is about to multiply. That’s what David said: “God enlarged me in my time of distress.” That brokenness may have been meant to stop you, but if you’ll stay in faith, God is going to use it to increase you. The loss, the disappointment, the person who didn’t keep their word—you feel the hurt, but the truth is that these were setting you up for God to increase you.


If you have gone through more than your share of bad breaks, take heart. The more broken you are, the more God is going to increase you. The bigger the disappointment, the bigger the blessing. The more they hurt you, the more He’s going to reward you. He has beauty for your ashes, joy for your mourning. The brokenness is only temporary. Don’t settle in the valley, don’t even get comfortable in the valley, for the valley is not your home. The Shepherd is leading you through the valley. On the other side is abundance, fullness of joy, great relationships, health and wholeness, and dreams coming to pass.


Bring Out the Greatness on the Inside


Jesus said, “Unless a kernel of wheat is planted in the soil and dies, it remains alone. But if it dies, it will produce much fruit.” You can have a seed on your desk for a lifetime, but it will never become what it was created to be until you put it in the ground. Its potential will never be released until it’s been planted. As long as it’s on the desk where it’s comfortable and it doesn’t have to stretch or deal with any adversity, the seed’s potential will stay locked up on the inside. Only after it’s planted and goes through the process of germination—when the outer shell breaks off and the new growth begins—will it blossom and bring forth much fruit. The problem with many people is that they want the fruit, but they don’t want to go through the process. They don’t want to be uncomfortable. They don’t want to have to stretch or deal with adversity, opposition, or betrayal. But without the dark place, your potential will stay locked on the inside. The seed cannot germinate in the light.


If you were to ask the seed, I’m sure it would say, “I don’t want to go into the dirt. It’s dark, it’s lonely, and it’s uncomfortable when people walk on top of me.” The seed feels as though it’s been buried, as though it’s the end, but what the seed doesn’t realize is that it’s not buried; it’s planted. It has the life of Almighty God on the inside. That dark place, even though it’s uncomfortable, is a critical part of the process. Over a period of time, once it germinates and grows, instead of being one little buried seed, it ends up being a beautiful flower, blossoming and bearing much fruit. If you were to ask the flower when it was fully in blossom, it would say, “I didn’t like the dark place, but I realize now it was a blessing. Look what it brought out of me. Look what I’ve become!”


There will be times in life when it feels as though you’re buried, and thoughts will tell you, You’ve seen your best days. That layoff ruined your career. That divorce tainted your future. This sickness is going to be the end of you. Have a new perspective. You’re not buried; you’re planted. If you never went through the dark place—the loneliness, the disappointment, the loss—you would never discover what’s on the inside. Like that seed’s, your potential is about to be released. You’re not only going to come out of the darkness, you’re going to come out better, stronger, fully in blossom, and bearing much fruit. When you feel as if something is dying, it’s dark, you feel the pressure of the dirt, you don’t see a way out, that’s a sign that something new is about to come to life—new growth, new talent, new opportunities.


When my father went to be with the Lord, I felt as though I were buried. I could feel the pressure, but in that dark time, when something was dying, God was birthing something new. That’s when I discovered gifts and talents that I hadn’t known I had. I didn’t like the process, but that’s what caused me to blossom. None of us like to be planted; it’s uncomfortable, it’s lonely, but in those dark places you have to remind yourself that new growth is on the way. Even though it feels as if something is dying, something else is coming to life. You’re not buried; you’re planted. When you come out, you’re going to bear much fruit.


My challenge is for you to be willing to go through the process. Too many people get bitter, lose their passion, and get stuck with the unanswered question, “Why is this happening? I thought God was for me.” Dare to trust Him. He knows what He’s doing. He doesn’t send the difficulty, but He will use it. Don’t fight the dark places. There may be dirt all around you, it’s uncomfortable, but that dirt is not there to stop you. It’s there to bring out the greatness on the inside. If you’ll go through the dark places with a good attitude, God is going to take your question marks and turn them into exclamation points. You will go through every valley and find a table that’s already set for you, a fresh anointing, and you’ll increase to where your cup runs over. You’re not buried; you’re planted. It’s just a matter of time before you break out and blossom into who you were created to be.














CHAPTER TWO


Night Seasons


There are times in all our lives when things are not changing as fast as we would like. We’re praying and believing, but our health isn’t improving. Our finances haven’t turned around. We still haven’t met the right person. We can feel alone, forgotten, as though our situation is never going to change. It’s a night season. In these night seasons, we can’t see what God is doing. It doesn’t look as though anything is happening, but God is working behind the scenes. He does His greatest work in the dark. We don’t see anything changing. We’re still dealing with the same problem. But God hasn’t forgotten about us.


In the dark times, when life feels unfair, you have to remind yourself that God is still in control. Just because you don’t see anything happening doesn’t mean that God is not working. He doesn’t always show you what He’s up to. It’s easy to trust Him when you’re getting good breaks and things are going great. But you have to learn to trust Him in the night seasons when things aren’t going your way and you don’t see anything happening.


As a young man, David defeated Goliath. It was a great victory. But after that he spent years running from King Saul, hiding in caves, sleeping in the desert. I’m sure he prayed, “God, deliver me from Saul. This is not right.” But it was as though the heavens were silent. God didn’t change it. Saul was wrong. It was unfair to David. But the night seasons are times of testing, times of proving. We can either choose to get negative and live discouraged, or we can choose to say, “God, I don’t understand it. It’s not fair, but I trust in You. I know You’re not just the God of the daytime, but also the God of the night seasons.”


In the Scripture, Ruth lost her husband at an early age. She was devastated, heartbroken. She could have given up on life and lived in self-pity. But she understood this principle: the night seasons are not the end. The bad breaks, the disappointments, the losses, and the sicknesses are simply additional steps on the way to your destiny.


The psalmist said, “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.” Your story doesn’t end in the night. The night is temporary. The sickness is temporary. The loneliness is temporary. The addiction is temporary. Ruth went on to meet another man. They fell in love, got married, and had a baby. Her story didn’t end in the dark. When things aren’t working out and you feel as though you’re going in the wrong direction, don’t get discouraged because God has not changed it yet. It’s just a night season. It’s not permanent. It’s not how your story ends. You may not see anything happening, but God is at work. Dare to trust Him. Keep moving forward in faith, keep believing. It’s just a matter of time before the morning breaks forth.


“After This”


Like other Old Testament heroes of the faith, Job went through a night season. Everything had been going great. He was happy, healthy, and successful, but life took a sudden turn. Out of nowhere he came down with a very painful illness. He had boils all over his body. He lost his business, and he lost his sons and daughters. His whole world was turned upside down. What’s interesting is that Job was a good man. He loved God. He was a person of excellence and integrity. All that happened to him would make more sense if he were a compromiser, making wrong choices, not honoring God. But the Scripture says, “God sends the rain on the just and the unjust.” Just because you’re a good person doesn’t mean you’re not going to have some night seasons.


If you are in a difficult time right now, it doesn’t mean you’ve done something wrong and that God’s not pleased with you, that you don’t have His favor. It means that you’re getting some rain. Without the rain you couldn’t grow. And God wouldn’t have allowed it if it were going to keep you from your destiny. He has you in the palms of His hands. He’s closely watching you. You may feel as though you’re in the fire, but God controls the thermostat. He won’t let it be more than you can handle. Now quit telling yourself, “I’ll never make it through this. I’ll never get well, never accomplish my dreams.” No, it’s just a night season. It’s not a surprise to God. He already has the solution, and the breakthrough is headed your way.


But Job did what many of us do in the difficult times. He focused on the problem, magnified what was wrong, and let it overwhelm him. Job said, “I will never again experience pleasure. I have been assigned to long weary nights of misery.” He was saying, “This is permanent. This is how my story ends. I’ve been assigned to nights of misery.” The events our ministry calls “A Night of Hope” Job would have called “A Night of Misery.” I’m not making light of what he faced, because it was serious and heartbreaking. But the mistake he made was thinking it was permanent.


What you’re going through may be difficult, but the good news is that you are going through it. It’s not your final destination. It’s a night season, not a night lifetime. In Job’s darkest hour, when he was the most discouraged, one of his friends said to him, “God will fill your mouth with laughter, and your lips with shouts of joy.” God was saying, “Job, it looks bad. You don’t understand it, but don’t worry. It’s not permanent. It’s just a season. I’m about to fill your mouth with laughter.”


God is saying to you what He said to Job. Life may not have been fair, but you’re not going to live discouraged, overwhelmed by problems or burdened down by illnesses. Joy is coming. Health is coming. Breakthroughs are coming. Promotion is coming. God is about to fill your mouth with laughter. That means God’s going to do something so unusual, so extraordinary, that you’ll be so amazed that all you can do is laugh. Your mourning is going to be turned to dancing, your sorrow to joy.


This is what happened with Job. He not only made it through the night season, but God restored double what he’d lost. He came out with twice the oxen, sheep, camels, and donkeys. He felt twice as healthy. God always makes the enemy pay for bringing trouble. If you’ll stay in faith, you won’t just come out, you will come out better than you were before. The Scripture says, “After this, Job lived 140 years, and saw his children and grandchildren for four generations. Then he died an old man, having lived a long, good life.” When we think of Job, we usually think of all his pain, all his suffering. The truth is, that was just one season. You may be in a dark time, but, like Job, you’re going to come through it and still live a long, blessed life. It says, “After this, Job lived 140 years.” After what? After the night season. That means after the loss, after the disappointment, after the divorce, after the sickness, there are still many great days ahead.


Light Will Come Bursting In


My father went through a night season. He was married at a very young age. Unfortunately, the marriage didn’t work out. He was devastated when it failed, resigned from his church, and got out of the ministry. Denominational leaders told him that he would never pastor again. People said he was finished. The good news is, people don’t determine your destiny; God does. Two years later, he got back into the ministry, and he later married my mother. They had five children and were married for almost fifty years. They started Lakewood and he pastored here for forty years, touching the world. This all happened after the divorce, after the disappointment. He’d thought that would sour the rest of his life, but it was just a season. He went on to live a long, blessed, faith-filled life. Don’t let the night seasons convince you that you’ve seen your best days. You wouldn’t be alive unless God had something amazing in front of you.


In the dark times, it’s easy to talk about the difficulties, talk about how badly life is treating us. Like Job, we tend to exaggerate our problems. All that’s going to do is make you more discouraged and defeated and take your joy. Instead of complaining, one of the best things you can say is, “All is well.” When you say, “All is well,” what you’re really saying is, “God is still on the throne, and I’m not going to live upset, bitter, and guilty. I may be in a night season, but I know this too shall pass. All is well.” Somebody may say, “Well, I thought the medical report wasn’t good.” And you respond, “Yes, that’s true, but all is well. God is restoring health back to me.” They say, “Your child is still off course.” You answer, “Yes, but I’m not worried. All is well. As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”


Perhaps you’re wondering, How can I say “All is well” when I lost a loved one, and I went through a breakup and still haven’t met the right person? You can say it because you know the night season is only temporary. You know joy is coming. You know that what was meant for harm, God is turning to your advantage. You know that after this comes a long, blessed, faith-filled life. Now, don’t talk yourself into being miserable. We all have night seasons, times we don’t understand. Keep a report of victory coming out of your mouth. If you’re going to magnify something, don’t magnify your problems; magnify your God. Talk about His greatness, talk about His favor. And yes, you may have big challenges, but we serve a big God. A cure may seem impossible, but God can do the impossible. An obstacle may look permanent, but one touch of God’s favor can thrust you to the next level. Quit worrying. God is saying, “All is well.” In your finances, all is well. In your health, all is well. In your family, all is well. It may be night right now, but morning is coming. You’re going to see what God was doing behind the scenes.


Every day that you stay in faith, every day that you keep a good attitude despite the darkness, you’re passing the test. That night season will come to an end. The psalmist said, “When darkness overtakes the righteous, light will come bursting in.” It’s going to happen suddenly, unexpectedly; you won’t see it coming. You woke up, and it was still dark. Nothing had changed, but suddenly you get the break you need. Suddenly your health turns around. Suddenly you meet the right person. The light comes bursting in.


The Development of Character


Maybe, as we saw Moses did in the first chapter, you made a mistake that put you into a night season. Something was delayed. You had to take a detour to a desert place. You’re not where you thought you would be. Now you think you have to settle there and never accomplish what God put in your heart. You may not realize it, but right now, God is getting you prepared for your comeback. What He started, He’s going to finish. He’s already taken into account every wrong turn, every mistake, every bad break in your life. It may look like the end to you, but the truth is, it’s just a temporary delay. It’s a time of testing, a time of proving, when your character is being developed. God is working in you, polishing off the rough edges. He’s getting you prepared for where He’s taking you. Forty years after Moses’ mistake, God came back and said, “All right, Moses, now you’re ready for Me to use you to deliver My people.” The Scripture says, “Moses was the most humble man in all the land.” In that night season, Moses changed. He learned to wait on God, to listen to His voice, to walk in humility. He came up higher in his character.


In the difficult times, stay pliable, stay open, and say, “God, make me and mold me. Show me where I need to change.” You grow in the tough times. Even physically, you grow at night when you’re asleep. In the same way, when you’re in a night season, you may not like it, but it’s working for you. You’re getting stronger. You have to be prepared for where God is taking you. Moses couldn’t handle it the first time. He made a mistake and had to run, but God didn’t write him off. He didn’t cancel Moses’ destiny. He used the night season to refine him.


When Saul was chasing David through the desert, there were several opportunities for David to kill Saul. He could have taken Saul’s life and gotten rid of his problem, so to speak. But David wouldn’t do it. He knew that Saul had been anointed by God. He told his men, “I’m not going to harm what God has anointed.” After he passed these tests, after David showed God what he was made of, that he was a man of character and integrity, God took care of Saul and David was made the king.


In the night seasons, you need to pass the tests, change where you need to change, and deal with the areas that God is bringing to light. You need to prove to Him that you’ll do the right thing when it’s hard, and you’ll forgive others even though they hurt you. Then, as He did for David and Moses, because your character has been developed, God will bring you out of that night season and get you to where you’re supposed to be. But we can only develop some things in the dark. Without the night seasons, we wouldn’t become all God created us to be.


Transformed in the Dark


A caterpillar can be going along just fine. Everything is great, but down deep something says, “You’re not supposed to crawl your whole life. You have more in you.” He gets excited, thinking, Yes, that’s right! Then he looks in the mirror and says, “What was I thinking? I’ll never fly. I’m just a glorified worm. That’s impossible.” But one day the caterpillar spins a cocoon around itself and hangs upside down from a branch. It’s dark. He can’t move or eat. If you were to talk to him when he is in the cocoon, he would say, “Let me go back to where I was. Let me go back to being a caterpillar. I don’t like where I am. I’m uncomfortable. It’s dark. It’s lonely.” What he doesn’t realize is that in the dark, a transformation is taking place. Before long he starts feeling some wings, then he gets the strength to push out of that cocoon. Now, instead of crawling on the ground, he’s a beautiful butterfly floating through the air.


Like the caterpillar, we all dislike the night seasons. We don’t like being uncomfortable. We don’t see anything happening. But there are times when God incubates us. He does not take us through the dark places to make us miserable, but in the dark a transformation is taking place. You’re growing, you’re being refined. You may not like it, but you have to keep reminding yourself that your wings are developing. You’re about to step up to a new level. No more crawling, living in mediocrity. You were made for higher things. You may be in a night season, but by faith I can see your cocoon starting to open. I see a wing coming out. This is no time to be discouraged; you’re on the verge of taking off in flight. You’re about to become a beautiful butterfly. You’re about to go places that you’ve never dreamed of. Now, don’t complain about the cocoon. “It’s dark. It’s uncomfortable. I’m lonely.” Keep a good attitude; it’s all a part of the process. God is changing you from glory to glory.


In the Scripture, a man named Jacob had not lived the right kind of life. He was dishonest. He cheated people and even tricked his brother out of his birthright. You would think that God wouldn’t have anything to do with him. But God doesn’t write us off. He keeps working with us and showing us His mercy as He did with Jacob. While Jacob was on a long journey through the desert, he was hot and tired and hungry. Nothing was going his way. He came to a place to spend the night, and all he could find for a pillow was a rock. He was in a hard place, a lonely time—a night season. I’m sure Jacob thought that God had forgotten about him. He went to sleep that night feeling down on himself, discouraged, full of regrets. While he was sleeping, he had a dream in which he saw the heavens open up, and saw a huge staircase with angels going up and down. The Lord was standing at the top of the staircase, and He said, “Jacob, the ground you are lying on belongs to you and your descendants. I will protect you wherever you go. I will be with you continually until I give you everything that I have promised.” When Jacob woke up, he couldn’t believe what he had seen. He said, “Surely the Lord is in this place!” What’s interesting is that Jacob wasn’t in a church, a temple, or a synagogue. He was in the desert. God was showing us that He’s the God of hard places, the God of lonely times, the God of night seasons.


You may be in a difficult place now. Perhaps you’re fighting a battle in your health, dealing with depression, or raising a special needs child. You feel alone, forgotten, and discouraged. God is right there with you, and, as they did for Jacob, I believe the heavens are about to open up. God is going to make things happen that you couldn’t make happen. You may be in a hard place, but you’re not staying there. Your health is going to improve. You’re going to break that addiction. The right people are going to show up. You’re going to join Jacob and say, “The Lord is in this place! The Lord healed me from cancer.” “The Lord freed me from depression.” “The Lord blessed my business.” He’s not going to stop until He’s given you everything that He’s promised.


Get Ready for Some Wows


You’ve heard the phrase the night shift. It refers to people who work during the night. But think of it another way. In the night, things are going to shift. The Scripture says, “God never sleeps.” He doesn’t just work the night shift, He shifts things in the night. You may be in a night season, and you may not see how the difficulties you face can work out. Don’t worry—a night shift is coming. The God who works the night shift is going to shift things in your favor. There’s going to be a shift in your health, a shift in your finances, a shift with that addiction. You think you’re going to have it for years. It looks permanent. No, get ready for a night shift.


This is what happened with Paul and Silas. They had been spreading the good news in the city of Philippi, for which they had been beaten with rods and imprisoned, held in the inner dungeon with their feet in chains. But at midnight, as they were singing praises to God, suddenly there was a great earthquake. The prison doors flung open, and the chains came off their feet. They walked out as free men. What happened? God shifted the earth, shifted the prison doors, shifted the chains. When did it happen? At midnight. It was just another night shift for the God who works the night shift.


Things may look permanent in your life—the addiction, the sickness, the panic attacks, the lack and struggle. Thoughts will tell you, You’ll always have to deal with that. Don’t believe those lies. You’re in a night season, which means you’re in perfect position for a night shift. God specializes in shifting things in the dark. Instead of worrying, all through the day say, “Lord, thank You for a night shift. Thank You that things are changing in my favor. It’s dark now, but I believe what You said. Light is about to come bursting in.”


In Genesis 2, Adam was all by himself in the Garden of Eden. Life was good. He was naming the animals that God had created, enjoying the crystal-clear river, the beautiful trees, the delicious fruit. There were no problems, no sicknesses, no oppositions. Adam didn’t think it could get any better. But God didn’t want him to live alone. The Scripture says, “God caused Adam to fall into a deep sleep.” God put him in a night season. He took a rib from his side and used it to create a woman. When Adam woke up from this deep sleep and saw Eve, I can imagine the first thing he said was, “Wow, God, You’ve outdone Yourself!” But I’m sure that he hadn’t understood why God was putting him to sleep. He was happy already. Life seemed perfect. But some things can only develop in the dark. And if God didn’t put us to sleep, so to speak—have us go through a night season—we would never see the fullness of what He has in store for us.


You may feel as though God has put you to sleep. Things have slowed down. You’re in a challenging situation. It’s a night season. Be encouraged. When you wake up and see what God has been up to, the first thing you’re going to say is, “Wow, God, I never dreamed You’d take me here!” “I never dreamed we’d have the Compaq Center!” “I never dreamed I’d be this healthy again!” God has some wows in your future.


Don’t complain about the dark places, because they are leading you to the amazing things God has in store. You may not understand it, but God wouldn’t have allowed it if He weren’t going to use it to your advantage. Right now, God is working behind the scenes. He sees what you’re dealing with and knows how you feel. He’s saying the night seasons are not permanent. You may be in a cocoon, where it’s dark and uncomfortable, but He’s making you and molding you, your wings are developing. You’re about to take off in flight to a new level. I believe you’re about to see a night shift from sickness to health, from lack to abundance, from addiction to freedom. The light is going to come bursting in. Get ready for some wows in Jesus’ Name!
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