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How to use this book



Welcome to Hodder Education’s MYP by Concept series! Each chapter is designed to lead you through an inquiry into the concepts of individuals and societies, and how they interact in real-life global contexts.
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KEY WORDS


Key words are included to give you access to vocabulary for the topic. Glossary terms are highlighted and, where applicable, search terms are given to encourage independent learning and research skills.
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As you explore, activities suggest ways to learn through action.
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ATL


Activities are designed to develop your Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills.
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Assessment opportunities in this chapter:


Some activities are formative as they allow you to practise certain parts of the MYP Individuals and societies Assessment Objectives. Other activities can be used by you or your teachers to assess your achievement summatively against all parts of an assessment objective.
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Key Approaches to Learning skills for MYP Individuals and societies are highlighted whenever we encounter them.


[image: ]







[image: ]


Definitions are included for important terms and information boxes are included to give background information, more detail and explanation.
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EXTENSION


Extension activities allow you to explore a topic further.
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Take action




•  While the book provides opportunities for action and plenty of content to enrich the conceptual relationships, you must be an active part of this process. Guidance is given to help you with your own research, including how to carry out research, guidance on forming your own research question, as well as linking and developing your study of Individuals and societies to the global issues in our twenty-first-century world.





[image: ]





You are prompted to consider your conceptual understanding in a variety of activities throughout each chapter.
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Links to:


Like any other subject, Individuals and societies is just one part of our bigger picture of the world. Links to other subjects are discussed.
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We will reflect on this learner profile attribute …




•  Each chapter has an IB learner profile attribute as its theme, and you are encouraged to reflect on these too.
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Finally, at the end of the chapter you are asked to reflect back on what you have learnt with our Reflection table, maybe to think of new questions brought to light by your learning.
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  Systems  


  Power  


  Fairness and development



1 How are societies governed?


The governance of societies is organized by different systems that are used to distribute power, affecting fairness and development.
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IN THIS CHAPTER, WE WILL …





•  Find out about different systems of governance that are used to run societies.



•  Explore case studies of countries that use monarchy, democracy and dictatorship.



•  Take action by encouraging more political participation.
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CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS:


Factual: What is a monarchy? What is the monarchy like in Japan and the UK? How does democracy work? How have modern democracies developed?


Conceptual: What are the features of totalitarian states?


Debatable: Is monarchy a fair system of governance?


Now share and compare your thoughts and ideas with your partner, or with the whole class.
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These Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills will be useful …




•  Communication skills


•  Information literacy skills


•  Critical-thinking skills


•  Creative-thinking skills
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KEY WORDS


government


society


politics


vote
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We will reflect on this learner profile attribute …


Knowledgeable – as we learn more about different political systems and how they affect societies.
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Assessment opportunities in this chapter:




•  Criterion A: Knowing and understanding


•  Criterion B: Investigating


•  Criterion C: Communicating


•  Criterion D: Thinking critically
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THINK–PAIR–SHARE


Discuss the following in pairs:





•  What system of governance do you live under?



•  What do you know already about how your home country is run?



•  How does it work?
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INTRODUCTION



‘Politics’ is a word of Greek origin that refers to the systems of governance used to run a society. Studies in politics involve examining the ways in which power is distributed in a society and how and why people are governed in a particular way. There are many different ways that societies are governed in the world. In this chapter we will discuss three broad types of governance:





•  Monarchy



•  Democracy




•  Dictatorship






These are different systems for how to rule a society (usually a country). There is, however, sometimes overlap between these terms, for example a constitutional monarchy may also be a democracy.



What is a monarchy?



Since the early days of human history, societies have evolved to have systems of governance. Early tribal societies had basic social structures, some without any hierarchies of power, while others had leaders who exercised control over the people. It wasn’t until the development of civilizations that these systems of power become more complex and defined. The rulers of early civilizations such as the Sumerians or Egyptians were kings who held vast power over the people. The pharaohs of Ancient Egypt were often viewed as gods, making the laws, controlling the army and keeping everything in order. Society was structured into a pyramid shape where power flowed downwards.


These were the early examples of monarchies. ‘Monarchy’ refers to a form of government where an individual exercises power over a society because they are from a particular family. They also are said to represent the identity of a nation. Monarchs can have varying degrees of power. Their power can be symbolic, which means they are simply a figurehead for society, or partial, which means they have some influence over law and governance, through to absolute, which means they have full control over a society.


Monarchy was the most common type of government until the nineteenth century, when democracies (and for a time, dictatorships) became more common. Monarchies mostly exist today as something called constitutional monarchy, which means the monarch has a more ceremonial role rather than direct political control. Some monarchies, however, exercise more political power than others. In Saudi Arabia and Morocco, for example, the monarch wields considerable political influence.
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Monarchs are usually determined by hereditary factors. This means that when a King or Queen dies, their child, usually the oldest son, becomes the next monarch. Children growing up in royal families often learn the principles of how to rule a country from an early age. Other systems include elective monarchies, where the monarch is voted into power, usually by a small and select group of individuals. This system is used in the Vatican, for example. A final type is a self-proclaimed monarchy where an individual declares themselves as the monarch of a country. Napoleon Bonaparte did this, declaring himself Emperor of the French in the early nineteenth century.


The amount of power that a monarch yields also varies. Absolute monarchs hold the most power, ruling as autocrats. They can pass laws and overrule government to make decisions regarding the running of a country. In the Middle Ages, monarchs in Europe were said to have the ‘Divine Right of Kings’, which was a sacred power that could not be challenged; in China the emperor was said to have the ‘Mandate of Heaven’ in a similar vein. Some absolute monarchs, despite having considerable power, yielded power to parliaments to allow them to run the affairs of a country. Constitutional monarchs have partial power and are subject to the laws of a particular constitution. Monarchs in these systems are used as figureheads, often being a symbol for national unity.


Monarchies are often criticised for being an unfair system of governance. As monarchs are usually not elected into power, monarchy is seen to be simply an example of power going to the privileged. Many campaigners around the world would like to see the end to monarchy. Supporters of monarchy talk about the importance of monarchs as figureheads for national unity.
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ACTIVITY: What is a monarchy?
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ATL




•  Communication skills: Make effective summary notes for studying
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Write down three different responses to the inquiry question ‘What is a monarchy?’, using:





•  10–15 words



•  30–50 words



•  75–100 words.





Share your responses with others in the class.




[image: ]


Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion C: Communicating (strand i).
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Useful terms to do with monarchy




•  Abdication – The process when a monarch resigns


•  Coronation – The ceremony when a monarch is crowned


•  Pretender – Someone who claims a throne that is already occupied


•  Regent – Someone who rules when a monarch is a child or absent
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SEE–THINK–WONDER


Look at the map in Figure 1.3





•  What do you think about the countries that are governed by a monarchy?



•  What does it make you wonder?
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DISCUSS


Study the map in Figure 1.3 below and then discuss the following:





•  Research the following terms used on the map: commonwealth, emirate, sultanate.



•  How do you think having a monarchy would affect the identity of a country?



•  Where in the world do you see no monarchies? Why might this be the case?





[image: ]






What is the monarchy like in Japan and the UK?



MONARCHY IN JAPAN
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The monarch in Japan (known as the emperor) is the head of a constitutional monarchy. The emperor is regarded as the highest authority in the Japanese religion of Shinto and said to be a descendent of the sun goddess Amaterasu. The emperor is known as Tennoˉ in Japan, which means ‘heavenly sovereign’. The Japanese monarchy is the oldest continuing hereditary monarchy in the world. The current emperor is Akihito, who took power in 1989, ascending to the Chrysanthemum throne (the name given to the Emperor of Japan’s throne).


The power of the monarch in Japan has shifted through history. Prior to 1868, during the Tokugawa era, the emperor exercised little political control, and was more of a symbol of the country, living in Kyoto. The most powerful figure in Japan during this time was the shogun, the military leader who ruled over the feudal system.


The balance of power changed during an event called the Meiji Restoration in 1868 when the power and authority of the emperor was restored and later written down in a constitution, which gave the emperor absolute power. However, this came to an end after the defeat of Japan in the Second World War when the power of the emperor was curtailed. Japan was occupied by the USA, who helped them write a new constitution. The result was the 1947 constitution, which set up the basis for the constitutional monarchy in which the emperor now plays a largely symbolic and ceremonial role.


The Emperor of Japan today lives in the Imperial Palace in Tokyo and his birthday is a national holiday in Japan.
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SOURCE A
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Extract from the 1889 Constitution of Japan regarding the powers of the Emperor


Chapter I: The Emperor


ARTICLE III. The Emperor is sacred and inviolable.


ARTICLE IV. The Emperor is the head of the Empire, combining in Himself the rights of sovereignty, and exercises them, according to the provisions of the present Constitution.


ARTICLE XI. The Emperor has the supreme command of the Army and Navy.


ARTICLE XIII. The Emperor declares war, makes peace, and concludes treaties.
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SOURCE B
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Extract from the 1947 Constitution of Japan regarding the powers of the Emperor


Chapter I: The Emperor


Article 1. The Emperor shall be the symbol of the State and of the unity of the people, deriving his position from the will of the people with whom resides sovereign power …


Article 3. The advice and approval of the Cabinet shall be required for all acts of the Emperor in matters of state, and the Cabinet shall be responsible therefor.


Article 4. The Emperor shall perform only such acts in matters of state as are provided for in the Constitution and he shall not have powers related to government.
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DISCUSS


Study Sources A and B, which show the constitutions of Japan at different times in history.





•  What does each tell you about the power of the emperor at different times in history?



•  What are the similarities and differences between the two documents?
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MONARCHY IN THE UK



The United Kingdom is also a constitutional monarchy like Japan. The powers of the monarch are symbolic and ceremonial, as political power lies with the parliament which is headed by an elected majority party whose leader is the Prime Minister. Some members of the royal family live in Buckingham Palace in London. They attend numerous functions through the year, many of which are linked to charity work, and also take part in international tours to promote good will between countries. The current monarch in the UK is Queen Elizabeth II, who has been on the throne since 1952.


Over time, the power of the monarchy in the UK has gradually decreased and the power of parliament has increased. The UK does not have a written constitution like countries such as Japan and the USA, and the laws that govern the country have evolved over time.


In the UK there is debate about whether a monarchy is appropriate in the twenty-first century, with many people campaigning against this system of governance. Table 1.1 summarizes some of the views for and against monarchy.


Table 1.1 The arguments for and against a constitutional monarchy






	Arguments in favour of monarchy

	Arguments against monarchy






	

In many cases, monarchies have been in place for many years. Why change something that works?


The monarchy helps with national unity and can promote a positive image of a country.


The monarchy can attract tourists who visit the palaces and royal grounds, bringing money to a country.


The monarch acts as a head of state and therefore plays a vital role in the structure of governance.


The monarchy can be very popular with people and there is genuine interest in the lives of the monarch and their family.




	

Monarchy is expensive to maintain and tax money that is spent on it should be directed elsewhere.


Monarchies are usually unelected and so are an unfair system of governance.


Monarchs are often born into a position of privilege. Monarchy divides society into the haves and the have nots.


Monarchs often have connections with a particular religion, which might not represent the diverse beliefs of a nation.
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The Commonwealth


The monarch in the UK is also head of the Commonwealth. The Commonwealth is an organization of 53 nations that have in the past had links to the UK. It promotes peace and human rights. The Queen is the head of state of 16 of the countries in the Commonwealth, including Australia, Barbados, New Zealand and Canada. Every four years, the Commonwealth Games, an international sporting competition, is held between these countries that look to maintain and celebrate this relationship.
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THINK–PAIR–SHARE


Can you think of any reasons why the monarchy may be:





a popular



b unpopular?
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SOURCE A
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Extract from an article by Peter Tatchell on the website www.petertatchell.net


Monarchy is incompatible with democracy. According to the elitist values of the monarchical system, the most stupid, immoral royal is more fit to be head of state than the wisest, most ethical commoner. Monarchs get the job for life, no matter how appallingly they behave.
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SOURCE B
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Extract from an article on the website www.economist.com/news/britain/


The case against hereditary appointments in public life is straightforward: they are incompatible with democracy and meritocracy, which are the least-bad ways to run countries. Royalists say this does not matter because the monarch no longer ‘runs’ Britain. Yet in theory, at least, she has considerable powers: to wage war, sign treaties, dissolve Parliament and more.
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SOURCE C




[image: ]


Extract from an article by Alain De Botton on the website www.newstatesman.com


It is also a somewhat irrational institution, something for which it seems loved and hated by different sections of society. It asks us to entertain the idea that people could rule over us not because we voted for them, but just because they and their descendants put their stake in the ground before we appeared on earth.
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ACTIVITY: Is monarchy a fair system of governance?
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ATL




•  Critical-thinking skills: Develop contrary or opposing arguments
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•  What arguments are presented in Sources A, B and C against the UK monarchy?



•  What do you think? Write a reflection, which answers the question ‘Is monarchy a fair system of governance?’ You can refer to the examples of Japan and the UK as well as others.







[image: ]


Assessment opportunities




•  This activity can be assessed using Criterion D: Thinking critically (strands i and ii).
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EXTENSION


Genealogy


Genealogy is the study of family histories. Tracing back your descendants through time can be exciting and reveal some interesting stories. Try and create your own family tree. There are a number of websites that can help you, for example: www.familyecho.com/
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Making movies in Individuals and societies


Making movies or documentaries is a fun way to demonstrate your understanding of a topic or concept. Although a lot of time can be spent on the filming and editing of the project, it is important to ensure that the content you provide is good quality. Research your topic thoroughly. When you have done this, write out a script and storyboard before you start the production. Planning effectively will mean that the overall quality of your work will be higher.
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ACTIVITY: A film about monarchy
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ATL




•  Creative-thinking skills: Create original works and ideas; Use existing works and ideas in new ways
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Choose an example of a monarchy from the world map (Figure 1.3) on pages 6–7 and create a short, documentary-style film about that monarchy. You should provide background information about the monarchy and explain the powers it has in the country. Aim to make the film 3–5 minutes in length.
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion A: Knowing and understanding (strands i and ii) and Criterion C: Communicating (strands i, ii and iii).
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How does democracy work?
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THINK–PAIR–SHARE


Have a look through these quotes on democracy. Discuss each one in turn. What are the different messages that are being communicated about democracy? Discuss in pairs and feed back to the rest of the class.


[image: ]






WHAT IS DEMOCRACY?



The second example of governance we will explore now is democracy, a popular system of governance that is used by countries around the world. There are many variations in democracies in the world, which we will also look at.


A democracy is a type of governance that is run by the people. In a democracy, people should have a voice in how the government is run or in which laws are passed. This usually means having a vote. Voting is a system that involves people making a choice about a particular issue or candidate for election. They submit their votes secretly and then the votes are counted.


There are two main types of democracy: direct and representative. Direct democracy means that the eligible people living in a country or state make decisions on the laws that are passed. This system was used in Athens in Ancient Greece. Nowadays this can come in the form of a referendum, when the people vote on a key specific issue. For example, in 2016 the British public voted on whether or not the UK should remain in the European Union.


Representative democracy is a more common form of democracy and means that people vote for candidates to take up governmental positions to represent the people. People vote for the different branches of government. For example, in the USA people vote for the President, the Congress and the Senate. Elected representatives are usually given a set period of time in office (typically four to five years) in which they can act in the interests of their voters. Voters usually choose the candidate based on the political party that they represent. For example, a candidate might represent the interests of workers and this may be popular with people who are looking for better working conditions. Other parties might traditionally protect the interests of the rich in society and thus gather their support from these sections of society.


The following are some of the common features of successful democracies:





•  They are governed by the will of the people.



•  There are free and fair elections.



•  Individuals’ rights are protected and human rights (for example, free speech) are respected.



•  There are limits on the powers of the elected representatives.



•  There is equality of access to democratic participation, for example, women can vote.





However, democracies have not always had these features. In particular, not all groups in society have always been represented or had the right to vote. Women campaigned for suffrage (the vote) in many countries in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The first country to allow women to vote was New Zealand in 1893. Voter discrimination has also occurred as a result of racist laws; it was not until the mid-1960s that African Americans could vote in elections in the USA.


Despite the idealism of democracy there are some problems that exist with democracies in the world today. For example, it is often the rich or elite members of society who end up in positions of power when countries lack social mobility, which affects the ability of people from lower classes to take on roles in government. Also, voter education may be limited. Schools need to teach about politics so that people are better informed as to who or what they are voting for. In recent years, democratic participation has fallen in many countries as apathy about the political system has increased. Finally, elections and democratic processes can be subject to corruption.
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