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EMMELINE PANKHURST IMPRISONED

JULY 16, 1872–JUNE 18, 1928
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“Men make the moral code and they expect women to accept it. They have decided that it is entirely right and proper for men to fight for their liberties and their rights, but that it is not right and proper for women to fight for theirs.”

Emmeline Pankhurst on the importance of the suffragette cause.

Born to activist parents, Pankhurst become a self-confessed suffragette at the age of 14 but didn’t became an activist until after her marriage to Richard Pankhurst in 1897. Richard Pankhurst was a lawyer who had formed the National Society for Women’s Suffrage and was the author of the 1882 Married Women’s Act, which gave wives control over their own money. He supported Emmeline in her suffragette struggle and helped her found the Women’s Franchise League, which aimed to win women the right to vote in local elections. Richard’s death in 1889 was a great blow to Emmeline and she was forced to bring up their five children alone.



On March 4, 1912, Emmeline Pankhurst’s Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) wrought havoc in central London by smashing shop windows in the West End and attacking government buildings. The increasingly militant behavior of the WSPU reached fever pitch in 1913, when suffragette Emily Davison was killed after throwing herself in front of the king’s horse at the Epsom Derby. Jail authorities, who at first had resorted to force-feeding suffragettes on hunger strikes, changed their policy after the Cat and Mouse Act allowed hunger-striking prisoners to be freed and then rearrested after regaining their health.

At the outbreak of the First World War, Emmeline Pankhurst urged women in Britain to give up the suffragette fight so they could help with the war effort. She traveled to the United States, Canada and Russia to encourage the mobilization of women and lived in the United States after the war. After admitting to the valuable contribution made by women during the war, the British government passed the Representation of the People Act 1918, which gave women over the age of 30 the right to vote.

After the war, Pankhurst was still an advocate for women’s rights and an ardent suffragette, but she no longer advocated the militant approach. When parliament passed a law allowing women to become ministers of parliament, Pankhurst worked tirelessly on her daughter Christabel’s campaign – although in the end she was not elected. In March 1928, the British government introduced the Representation of the People (Equal Franchise) Act to give women the same voting rights as men. The bill became law in July, a few weeks after Emmeline Pankhurst’s death.
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In 1908, Emmeline Pankhurst was imprisoned after trying to invade parliament to present a petition to British prime minister H.H. Asquith. Never one to sit quietly, the suffragette leader railed loudly against her six-week confinement and the rats, the meagre meals and the “civilized torture of solitary confinement and absolute silence” that she was made to endure. It would not be Pankhurst’s only spell inside: she was imprisoned 14 times for her activities in the Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU), an organization she founded in 1903 to win women the vote. Pankhurst advised the members of the WSPU, known as the “suffragettes”, that direct action was needed to bring about a change of government policy. “Deeds not words, was to be our permanent motto,” Pankhurst later wrote.

The WSPU’s early activities took non-violent forms that included rallies, speeches and petitions, but its methods changed when a 1905 bill for women’s suffrage was rejected in parliament. Standing outside the Houses of Parliament, members of the WSPU began to protest loudly at the news and had to be forcibly removed by police. The publicity caused by the protest gave Pankhurst the idea to adopt a more militant approach. From that point on, the WSPU pursued measures that included violent demonstrations, window smashing, arson and hunger strikes.

The behavior was considered highly unfeminine and unseemly, especially for Pankhurst herself, a mother of five. The police often retaliated aggressively to the WSPU protests, reportedly punching protesters and pulling their breasts during one particularly heated march. The campaign of violence, however, did not last. Pankhurst halted the suffrage activities at the outbreak of the First World War, so that her WSPU members could join the war effort. The contribution of women during the war encouraged several countries to grant them the vote. In Britain this came about in 1928, the year of Pankhurst’s death.
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A Timeline: the Life, Experience and Influence of Emmeline Pankhurst
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1867 John Stuart Mill raises the issue of women’s suffrage in the British House of Commons.

1889 Emmeline and Richard Pankhurst form the Women’s Franchise League.

1893 New Zealand becomes the first nation in the world to give women the vote.

1897 The National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS) is formed.

1904 The International Women Suffrage Alliance is founded in Berlin.

1907 A Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) breakaway group, The Women’s Freedom League, is formed.

1909 The WSPU introduces violent tactics to further its cause.

1913 The WSPU begins its national arson campaign.

1913 The Cat and Mouse Act is passed, permitting the release of hunger-striking suffragettes from prison and their rearrest after they had started eating.

1913 U.S. suffragette organization the Feminist Congressional Union begins a campaign of civil disobedience and pickets the White House to publicize its cause.

1913 Norway gives women the vote.

1914 Emmeline Pankhurst calls for the cessation of suffragette activities as war breaks out.

1916 Manitoba becomes the first Canadian province to give women the vote.

1918 Christabel Pankhurst stands in the British general election as the Women’s Party candidate for Smethwick, although she is narrowly beaten.

1918 The British Representation of the People Act gives the vote to women over 30 who “occupy premises of a yearly value of not less than £5”.

1920 The U.S. Senate passes the Nineteenth Amendment, prohibiting state or federal sex-based restrictions on voting in America.

1928 The British Representation of the People Act gives women the same voting rights as men.

1976 Portugal gives women the same voting rights as men.

1984 The European state of Liechtenstein gives women the vote.





GANDHI’S IMPRISONMENT

1930
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“I object to violence because when it appears to do good, the good is only temporary; the evil it does is permanent.”

Mohandas “Mahatma” Gandhi explains his advocacy of non-violence.

After the British government failed to address calls to give India dominion status, Gandhi struck out on his first salt march in 1930. Under British law, it was illegal for Indians to collect or refine salt. In defiance of this law Gandhi walked 386km (240 miles) to the sea, where he gathered a handful of salt. Huge crowds came to support Gandhi in this non-violent action and the rattled British government imprisoned over 60,000 people in response.



Gandhi’s salt march encouraged many others to follow his example and disobey the law on salt, which led to Gandhi’s arrest and imprisonment for a second salt march in 1930. As a result of the unrest, Gandhi was invited to London in 1931 to discuss Indian self-rule with British ministers. Known as the Round Table Conference, the talks failed after agreement could not be reached between the British government and the attending Hindu and Muslim representatives. A disappointed Gandhi returned to India to continue the fight for independence.

The Quit India campaign, launched by Gandhi and Indian National Congress leader Jawaharlal Nehru in 1942, was designed to disrupt the British war effort through Indian civil disobedience. It called for the immediate withdrawal of Britain from India. The campaign garnered great support among Indians, who staged strikes and carried out acts of sporadic violence across the country. The British government reacted by arresting nearly the whole of the Indian National Congress leadership and keeping them imprisoned until 1945. Without clear leadership, the Quit India campaign was quickly crushed by the British army. However, the campaign showed Britain that its ongoing governance of India was untenable.

In 1946, sectarian violence erupted after India’s Muslim League party demanded a separate homeland for Muslims as part of a deal for Indian independence. This led to Indian Viceroy Lord Louis Mountbatten’s 1947 announcement that India would be partitioned into separate states for Hindus and Muslims. The result was the displacement of millions of Muslims and Hindus on the day of independence, as the separate nations of India and Pakistan were formed. The region of Punjab was split between these two countries, resulting in religious rioting and genocide, and the deaths of hundreds of thousands of people.
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The Second World War marked the turning point in Mohandas “Mahatma” Gandhi’s campaign to end British rule in India. The leader of the Indian National Congress and advocate of non-violent resistance, Gandhi could not tolerate a war that would conscript thousands of Indians into the British army. After launching a program of civil disobedience in 1930, Gandhi now endorsed a new “Quit India” campaign, which put the country on the road to freedom.

Gandhi had begun his struggle for Indian independence after fighting against racial prejudice as a lawyer in South Africa. On his return in 1915 he called on his countrymen to seek independence from Britain through non-violent means. Gandhi put his methods into action after Britain broke its promise to free India after the First World War.

Gandhi’s early acts of passive resistance included the boycott of foreign textiles, but after the Amritsar massacre of 1919 he launched the new “Non-Co-operation Movement”. Gandhi’s arrest for his salt marches in 1930 sparked large protests, and tens of thousands were arrested after marching in the streets. Gandhi’s 1930 imprisonment was only one of many. His last jail term came in 1942, when Gandhi and his fellow leaders were arrested just hours after launching their Quit India campaign and imprisoned without trial for two years. The Quit India campaign went ahead, but without Gandhi’s guidance many of his followers resorted to violent methods, including the sabotage of railway and telegraph lines and the use of bombs.

Realizing their days of rule in India were over, the British granted India independence in 1947. However, this resulted in the partition of India to form Pakistan, which led to violence and genocide and left India splintered and brutalized. Gandhi was assassinated by a Hindu extremist in 1948. Today, Gandhi is considered the father of India and his name is forever linked with the civil-rights movement and the fight against oppression.
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A Timeline: the Life, Experience and Influence of Gandhi
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1915 Gandhi returns to India after spending 21 years as a barrister in South Africa.

1917 Gandhi launches the Non-Co-operation campaign of satyagraha, formed from the Sanskrit words for “truth” and “firmness”.

1919 British soldiers kill 379 protesters during the Amritsar massacre in the Punjab region.

1922 Gandhi calls for a boycott on imported textiles, which were damaging India’s own textile industries. Gandhi encourages Indians to wear home-woven cloth, and dresses himself in simple white clothes, sandals and spectacles.

May 1930 Following Gandhi’s imprisonment, tens of thousands of his followers are arrested and incarcerated.

1930 Women across India follow Gandhi’s salt march protest by illegally boiling sea water to make salt.

1931 After the failed Round Table Conference talks in London, Gandhi visits Lancashire mill workers, who have been affected by the Indian boycott of foreign cloth.

1934 Gandhi launches the All-India Village Industries Association.

1934 Gandhi becomes a champion of the Untouchables, the lowest caste in Indian society.

1935 The Government of India Act grants Indian provinces power over local administrative affairs.

1939 Britain declares war on Germany on India’s behalf, without consulting leaders of its own parties. Over 2.5 million Indian soldiers fight during the war.

1940 In opposition to the Indian National Congress, the Muslim League comes out in support of Britain’s part in the Second World War.

1942 Indian workers go on strike as part of Gandhi’s “Quit India” campaign.

1946 Over 4,000 people are killed as sectarian violence between Muslims and Hindus breaks out in Calcutta.

1947 Millions of Indians find themselves displaced as partition comes into force during the independence of India.

1947 Jawaharlal Nehru becomes the first prime minister of India.

1947 Between 200,000 and 500,000 people are killed during the genocide in Punjab.

1948 Mahatma Gandhi is shot dead on January 30 on his way to pray.

1948 Muhammad Ali Jinnah becomes Pakistan’s first governor general.





ROSA PARKS’ BUS PROTEST

1955
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“I’d see the bus pass every day…but to me, that was a way of life; we had no choice but to accept what was the custom. The bus was among the first ways I realized there was a black world and a white world.”

Rosa Parks remembers seeing the bus for white children drive past as she walked to school.

On December 5, 1955 – four days after Rosa Parks was arrested – a black boycott of Montgomery buses was called for. Members of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) handed out tens of thousands of handbills, church leaders told their congregations to stay off the buses and a front-page article in the Montgomery Advertiser spread the word around Montgomery. It was agreed that black people would stay off the buses until segregation had been removed, black drivers had been hired and black people were treated with same courtesy on buses as whites. Over 40,000 black commuters stayed off the buses the next morning, choosing to walk, ride in carpools or travel in black-operated cabs that charged them ten cents – the same fare as on the bus.



Following the civil disobedience sparked by the Montgomery bus boycott, four university students staged a sit-in at a Woolworths store in Greensboro, North Carolina. After shopping at Woolworths, the university men were refused service at the store’s segregated lunch counter. Despite being asked to leave, the four students stayed at the counter until the store closed. The next day, over 20 black students staged another sit-in, and the following day over 60 more. The protest soon spread to other towns in North Carolina and then the neighboring states of Mississippi, Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee. The protests proved to be a pivotal moment in the American civil-rights movement and led to President Dwight D. Eisenhower expressing his sympathy for the cause. The Greensboro Woolworths store changed its segregation policy soon afterwards.

On August 28,1962, over 200,000 protestors gathered for a civil-rights rally known as “the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom”. The march was designed to draw attention to the growing dissatisfaction over black discrimination in America, and culminated in Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech, which called for economic and political equality. In addition to Martin Luther King, Jr., the march included performances by Joan Baez and Bob Dylan and was broadcast live on television, which brought great publicity to the civil-rights cause.

From the mid-1960s, the American federal government passed a number of laws banning racial discrimination in the United States: the Civil Rights Act of 1964 outlawed discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex or national origin; the Voting Rights Act of 1965 prohibited racial discrimination in voting; and the Fair Housing Act of 1968 made it illegal to discriminate racially when selling or renting property. While serious issues concerning racial inequality remain in America to the present day, the civil-rights movement that had been ignited by Rosa Parks in 1955 was pivotal in securing equal rights by law.
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Rosa Parks seemed like an ordinary Montgomery seamstress going about her everyday life when she boarded her bus home on December 1, 1955. But through a simple and quiet moment of civil disobedience, she was about to change history.

Buses in Alabama at that time were segregated into sections for whites and blacks, and Parks sat down just behind the ten seats reserved for whites. When the bus filled with white people, Parks was obliged to move – but she refused to stand up. The bus driver threatened to call the police, and then did so when this did not have the desired effect. Parks was duly arrested, fingerprinted and charged with violating the segregation laws, commonly known as the “Jim Crow Laws”. Parks appealed against her conviction and challenged the legality of segregation under the American Constitution. As she did so, little-known civil-rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr. initiated a boycott of Montgomery buses by black Americans, who made up around 70 percent of its passengers.

Nearly a year later, on November 13,1956, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld a lower court’s decision that Montgomery’s segregated buses were unconstitutional. A court order to this effect was served the next day and the bus boycott officially ended on December 20. The ruling was a monumental moment in American history that ignited the civil-rights movement across the country. The boycott brought Martin Luther King, Jr. to prominence and made Rosa Parks famous as the “mother of the civil-rights movement”. Parks was not viewed with the same admiration by her employers. She was fired from her job and had to leave Montgomery after being unable to obtain work. She was later employed as a secretary for a U.S. congressman in Michigan and cofounded the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development, which gave career advice to young people, against oppression.
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A Timeline: the Life, Experience and Influence of Rosa Parks
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1865 The Thirteenth Amendment formally outlaws slavery in the United States.

1876 The American southern states pass the first Jim Crow Laws.

1909 The National Negro Committee is formed, which will become the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

1914 Newly elected, President Woodrow Wilson orders resegregation of federal workplaces.

1925 Over 35,000 Ku Klux Klan members march in Washington, DC.

1942 The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) is established.

1954 The U.S. Supreme Court declares segregation in schools to be unconstitutional.

1955 The Montgomery bus boycott begins after the arrest of Rosa Parks.

1957 President Dwight D. Eisenhower orders federal troops to enforce the law that black students can attend Little Rock High School in Arkansas.

1960 The first student sit-ins against segregation at North Carolina lunch counters begin.

1962 Federal troops are ordered in to protect black student James Meredith’s right to attend Mississippi University.

1963 Over 200,000 civil-rights protesters march in Washington.

1964 Martin Luther King, Jr. is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

1965 Civil-rights leader Malcolm X is assassinated.

1965 Martin Luther King, Jr. leads the civil-rights march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama.

1965 Thirty-four people are left dead after violent race riots in Watts, Los Angeles.

1967 State laws forbidding interracial marriage are declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court.

1968 Martin Luther King, Jr. is assassinated.





THE PARIS STUDENT PROTESTS

1968
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“I greet the year 1968 with serenity. It is impossible to see how France today could be paralyzed by crisis as she has been in the past.”

French President Charles de Gaulle broadcasts his annual New Year message to the nation.

After protests at the Sorbonne’s Nanterre campus erupted in March, the police arrested four of its students, the first of many over the following months. On this occasion, the students had been staging an anti-Vietnam War rally, although many other protests were also held. Often the students demonstrated against substandard conditions on campus, as well as an education system they believed was outdated and inadequately funded. After the arrests several hundred students, who later formed the Mouvement du 22 Mars (“Movement of 22 March”), stormed the university buildings. This action, in part, led to the police closure of the Sorbonne on May 2. After the riots of May 6, a huge crowd congregated on Paris’s Left Bank on May 10.



After the police blocked the protestors from crossing the river, clashes once again broke out as the crowd knocked over the barricades that had been erected to contain them. The street riots lasted until dawn the next day and the injuries and arrests were once again broadcast on television to viewers around the world. Many of the protestors alleged agents provocateurs had been employed by the government to throw Molotov cocktails and burn cars. The police brutality that occurred during the demonstration brought sympathy from many French-worker unions, which called for a one-day general strike on May 13.

During the week beginning May 20, over ten million French workers went out on strike. Inspired by the student protests, the workers used the civil unrest as an opportunity to demand higher wages, better working conditions and the ousting of Charles de Gaulle as French president. De Gaulle responded by saying that France faced civil war and was “on the brink of paralysis”. His words were followed by several hundred protesting students storming the Paris stock exchange and setting it alight. Within hours, the fire in the stock exchange had been put out and it emerged that de Gaulle had fled the country for Germany.

As the French government seemed close to collapse, Charles de Gaulle considered standing down. But after being assured that he still had control of the military, if not the country, de Gaulle decided to try to stay in power. Although the national television service was on strike, de Gaulle made an announcement on French radio that he would dissolve the country’s national assembly so a snap election could take place on June 23. He also ordered all striking workers to return to work or he would institute a state of emergency. In the end, most strikers did return to work and the students called off their street demonstrations. As the movement lost its momentum many people came out in support of de Gaulle, who subsequently won the election on June 23.
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In the spring of 1968, Paris stunned the world with student and worker protests that nearly brought the country to its knees. The unrest began at the Sorbonne University’s Nanterre campus, where students had been voicing their dissatisfaction for months over their underfunded education system. On May 2, the police shut down the university, which led to several days of marches, demonstrations and riots. The worst of the violence occurred on May 6, as police fired teargas and charged at crowds of over 20,000 marching students and university teachers with their batons raised. After several hours of clashes between protestors and the police, the city’s cultural centre, St-Germain-des-Prés, resembled a battlefield.

Shop windows were smashed, bus tyres slashed and cars overturned, as Red Cross workers in helmets ducked under clouds of teargas to give first aid to hundreds of casualties. Television images of students covered with blood were broadcast to shocked audiences around the world, as police clubbed protestors armed with stones and torn-up pieces of tarmac. More riots followed on May 10, as worker and student unions called for a nationwide strike against “police repression” and demanded the release of all arrested protestors. On May 13, over one million students and striking workers marched through the streets of Paris.

The government tried to placate the protestors by announcing the release of the prisoners and the reopening of the Sorbonne. However, this did not prevent further protests, which culminated in the burning of the Paris stock exchange, President Charles de Gaulle fleeing the country and a nationwide strike of millions of French workers. In the end, however, the revolution did not come, although the Paris protests are considered a moral and cultural turning point in the country’s modern history. They also inspired similar actions around the world, as students and workers demonstrated against the Vietnam War and their own authoritarian governments.

[image: Illustration]

A Timeline: the Before, During, and After of the Paris Student Protests
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March 8, 1968 A Polish political crisis begins after University of Warsaw students are beaten with clubs during a march for student rights.

March 16, 1968 Over 400 University of Rome students are arrested after protesting against Italian police brutality.

March 16, 1968 An anti-Vietnam War protest outside the U.S. embassy in Grosvenor Square, London, leads to hours of street fighting between police and demonstrators.

April 1968 Students invade the Sorbonne University’s Nanterre administration building.

May 2, 1968 The Sorbonne University is closed down by French authorities.

May 6, 1968 Paris student protests erupt into five hours of rioting with police.

May 7, 1968 A 50,000-strong march against police brutality turns into further violent clashes in Paris’s Latin Quarter.

May 10, 1968 Another huge crowd congregates on Paris’s Left Bank. Occupations and demonstrations soon spread throughout France.

May 13, 1968 Over a million people march through Paris as the police stay largely out of sight.

May 14, 1968 French workers begin occupying factories across the country.

May 18, 1968 Two million French workers are out on strike.

May 20, 1968 Striking worker numbers escalate to ten million – two-thirds of the French workforce.

May 30, 1968 Nearly 500,000 protestors march through Paris.

June 6, 1968 The French crisis comes to an end.

June 23, 1968 Charles de Gaulle wins the snap election.

August 1968 Russian troops invade Czechoslovakia to put an end to a four-month period of freedom known as the Prague Spring.

October 1968 Police, paratroopers and paramilitary units fire on protesting students in Mexico City.





NELSON MANDELA RELEASED FROM PRISON

1990
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“If you want to make peace with your enemy, you have to work with your enemy. Then he becomes your partner.”

Nelson Mandela speaks about reconciliation after being freed from prison.

Mandela was born in 1918, in South Africa’s Transkei, to a chieftain of the Tembu people. Mandela’s childhood was split between his tribal roots and a growing desire for a modern English life. He was given the tribal forename “Rolihlahla”, a Xhosa term that means “troublemaker”, but he was commonly known as Nelson, a name given to him by his teacher. Rejecting his family’s wishes for an arranged marriage, Mandela went to Johannesburg and graduated with a law degree in 1942. His political activism began in 1943, when he marched for a bus boycott to reverse a bus-fair rise. Mandela then joined the ANC and co-founded its Youth League in 1944. In 1953, Mandela and long-time friend and collaborator, Oliver Tambo, set up South Africa’s first black law firm, which offered legal advice to black people.
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