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Jack Frost’s Spell



No more shall I lurk out of sight,

It’s time I gave the world a fright!

Keira’s magic things I’ll steal,

To make a wicked movie reel.



If everything can’t go my way,

Filmmakers shall rue the day!

A chill will fall on every scene,

Disaster for the silver screen.
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“Look, there’s Julianna Stewart!” whispered Kirsty Tate. “Isn’t her fairy princess costume beautiful?”

Rachel Walker peeked round just as Julianna walked past. The film star gave the girls a friendly wink, then sat down in a director’s chair with her name on the back to study her script.

[image: images]

“Who’d have thought a really famous actress like Julianna would come to Wetherbury village?” said Rachel.

“And who’d have thought that she’d be spending most of the school holidays in Mrs Croft’s garden?” added Kirsty.

Mrs Croft was a friend of Kirsty’s parents, a sweet old lady who had lived in Wetherbury for years. Her little thatched cottage with pretty, blossoming trees at the front often caught the eyes of tourists and passers-by. A few weeks ago when Mrs Croft had been working in her garden, an executive from a big film studio had pulled up outside. He wanted to book the cottage for a brand new film starring the famous actress Julianna Stewart. When Mrs Croft agreed, she became the talk of the village! Truckloads of set designers, lighting engineers and prop-makers had turned up to transform her garden into a magical world. Now filming on The Starlight Chronicles was about to begin.

“It was so kind of Mrs Croft to let us spend some time on set,” said Rachel, watching the director talk through the next scene with his star.

Not only had Mrs Croft arranged for the friends to watch the rehearsals, but when she’d heard that Rachel was coming to stay with Kirsty for a week, the kind old lady had also managed to get the girls parts as extras!

The pair had been cast as magical fairies, handmaidens to Julianna’s fairy princess in one of the most exciting scenes in the film. It was the perfect part for them both – Kirsty and Rachel knew lots about fairies! The two best friends had been secretly visiting Fairyland for some time. They never knew when one of the fairies would need their help, but they were always ready to protect their magical friends from mean Jack Frost and his naughty goblin servants.
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“I can’t wait to try on our costumes,” said Kirsty. “I wonder if they’ll be as beautiful as real fairy clothes?”

Rachel shook her head and smiled. All the sequins and glitter in the human world couldn’t create a look as magical as seeing a real fairy fluttering in her finery! Before she could answer her friend, the director tapped his clipboard with a pen.
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“Attention, everybody,” he called. “I’d like to run this scene from the top. We start filming first thing tomorrow and there’s still lots of work to do.”

Kirsty and Rachel exchanged excited looks as the set bustled with people. Helpers known as runners fetched props for the actors and showed the extras where to stand. Sound and lighting experts rigged up cables, while the dancers practised their steps.
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In this scene of The Starlight Chronicles the fairy princess was due to greet the prince at a sparkling moonlit ball

Kirsty and Rachel couldn’t wait to hear the stars run through their lines! They watched as Julianna took her place in front of Chad Stenning, the actor cast as the fairy prince.

“And…action!” cried the director, giving a thumbs-up.
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Julianna coughed shyly, then stepped forward. “Your Highness,” she said, bobbing in a dainty curtsey. “The air tingles with enchantment this evening. Shall we dance?”

Chad gave a deep bow. “Let the music wait a while. Please walk with me on the terrace. There is something I must say.”

The crew watched spellbound as Chad offered his arm to Julianna and led her off the set.
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“Excellent work!” announced the director, ticking a sheet on his clipboard. “Take five.”

Rachel and Kirsty chatted while the cast took a quick break. Runners rushed round the director, fetching notes and passing messages to the crew.

“I haven’t seen that runner before,” whispered Rachel, nudging her friend’s arm. “He seems in a terrible hurry.”

Kirsty looked up as the runner elbowed his way past the actors, then snatched a script from the director’s table. She tried to see his face, but it was hidden beneath a dark baseball cap. It was only when he knocked her chair on the way out of the garden that she spotted a glimpse of green skin.

“That’s no runner,” Kirsty said breathlessly. “It’s a goblin!”
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Rachel felt the back of her neck begin to tingle. If Jack Frost’s goblins were in Wetherbury it could mean nothing but trouble! She followed Kirsty’s gaze and saw that, sure enough, two warty green feet were poking out of the bottom of the stranger’s trousers.

“That’s a goblin all right,” she said. “We’d better follow him!”

Kirsty nodded and jumped to her feet, just as the director called ‘Action!’ one more time. Before the girls could slip away, a group of actors rushed forward to act out a party scene in the enchanted garden.
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