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My revision planner


WJEC/Eduqas mapping table


Theme 1: Religious figures and sacred texts


1A Jesus – his birth


1B Jesus – his resurrection


1C The Bible as a source of wisdom and authority in daily life


Issues for analysis and evaluation


1D The Bible as a source of wisdom and authority


1E The early church (in Acts of the Apostles)


1F Two views of Jesus


Issues for analysis and evaluation


Theme 2: Religious concepts and religious life


2A Religious concepts – the nature of God


2B Religious concepts – the Trinity


2C Religious concepts – the atonement


Issues for analysis and evaluation


2D Religious life – faith and works


2E Religious life – the community of believers


2F Religious life – key moral principles


Issues for analysis and evaluation


Theme 3: Significant social and historical developments in religious thought


3A Social developments in religious thought – attitudes towards wealth


3B Social developments in religious thought – migration and Christianity in the UK


3C The relationship between religion and society: religion, equality and discrimination


Issues for analysis and evaluation


3D Historical developments in religious thought – challenges from secularisation


3E Historical developments in religious thought – challenges from science


3F Historical developments in religious thought – challenges from pluralism and diversity within a tradition


Issues for analysis and evaluation


Theme 4: Religious practices that shape religious identity


4A Religious identity through diversity in baptism


4B Religious identity through diversity in Eucharist


4C Religious identity through diversity in festivals


Issues for analysis and evaluation


4D Religious identity through unification


4E Religious identity through religious experience


4F Religious identity through responses to poverty and injustice


Issues for analysis and evaluation


Glossary





WJEC/Eduqas mapping table


The content of the Christianity specification does not differ between WJEC and Eduqas, although the codes for each unit are different. The structure of examination papers does differ slightly and so the following chart indicates the significant similarities and differences.






	WJEC

	Eduqas






	AS

	AS






	Each paper takes 1 hour 15 minutes

	Each paper takes 1 hour 30 minutes






	The whole paper is split into two halves

	The whole paper is split into two halves






	Section A has two questions and Section B has three questions

	Section A has two questions and Section B has three questions






	You must answer one question from each section

	You must answer one question from each section






	Each question is split into part A (AO1) and part B (AO2)

	Each question is split into part A (AO1) and part B (AO2)






	Each part is worth 30 marks

	Each part is worth 25 marks






	Part A (AO1) tests knowledge and understanding, part B (AO2) tests analysis and evaluation

	Part A (AO1) tests knowledge and understanding, part B (AO2) tests analysis and evaluation






	A Level

	A Level






	Each paper takes 1 hour 30 minutes

	Each paper takes 2 hours






	The whole paper is split into two halves

	The whole paper is split into two halves






	Section A has two questions and Section B has four questions

	Section A has two questions and Section B has three questions






	You must answer one question from Section A and two from Section B

	You must answer one question from each section






	There is no split of the questions into parts

	Each question is split into part A (AO1) and part B (AO2)






	Each question is worth 30 marks

	Part A is worth 20 marks and part B is worth 30 marks






	Section A (AO1) of the paper tests knowledge and understanding, Section B (AO2) tests analysis and evaluation

	Part A (AO1) tests knowledge and understanding, part B (AO2) tests analysis and evaluation










Theme 1 Religious figures and sacred texts


1A Jesus – his birth


Consistency and credibility of the birth narratives


The birth narratives are the stories of Jesus’ birth. They appear in two of the four gospels in the New Testament: Matthew and Luke.






	Matthew 1:18–2:23

	Luke 1:26–2:40






	




•  Mary is engaged to Joseph and they live separately in Bethlehem.



•  Mary becomes pregnant through the Holy Spirit.



•  In a dream, an angel reminds Joseph of a prophecy of a virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14) and tells him to name his son ‘Immanuel’.



•  Wise men visit Herod, searching for Jesus, having followed a star (Micah 5:2).



•  They bring gifts to the house of the holy family.



•  A dream warns the magi not to tell Herod.



•  An angel visits Joseph in a dream, warning him to flee to Egypt.



•  Fulfilment of prophecy: ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son’ (Hosea 11:1).



•  An angry Herod kills all children under two years old in and around Bethlehem.



•  Fulfilment of prophecy: Rachel weeping for her children (Jeremiah 31:15).



•  An angel appears to Joseph in a dream to say that Herod has died and they can return to Israel.



•  Mary, Joseph and Jesus make their home in Nazareth.







	




•  Angel Gabriel appears to Mary, a virgin engaged to Joseph, warning her about the pregnancy.



•  Gabriel tells of the pregnancy of Elizabeth, who is old and barren.



•  Mary visits Elizabeth, the baby leaps in the womb.



•  Mary sings the Magnificat.



•  Elizabeth gives birth to John.



•  John’s previously mute father, Zachariah, sings the Benedictus.



•  There is a decree from Augustus for a census during Quirinius’ governance of Syria. Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem to register.



•  Mary delivers the child and lays him in a manger as the inns are full.



•  Angels inform shepherds, who visit Jesus.



•  Jesus is circumcised and presented at the temple.



•  Simeon sings the Nunc Dimitus, Anna prophesies Jesus as the redeemer of Jerusalem.



•  The family returns to Nazareth.













Here are some similarities and differences between these accounts:






	Matthew only

	Luke only

	Both Matthew and Luke






	Emphasises Joseph’s role

	Emphasises Mary’s role

	Mary is a virgin, engaged to Joseph






	The marriage of Mary and Joseph

	The birth of John the Baptist, and the census

	Jesus conceived by the Holy Spirit






	The visit of wise men

	The visit of shepherds

	 






	Scriptural prophecies

	Hymns/songs and appeals to history

	 






	Implies Jesus was born in a house

	Jesus born and placed in a manger

	 






	The flight to Egypt and the massacre of the innocents

	Jesus’ circumcision and presentation in the temple

	Birthplace as Bethlehem and residence in Nazareth







Some issues cast doubt upon the credibility of these stories:





1  The two accounts tell different stories.



2  Luke’s historicity is questionable – Quirinius was not governor of Syria in the days of Herod.



3  There is no other evidence of Quirinius holding a first enrolment for his census.



4  The three hymns from Luke predate his account, so may be a literary device.



5  The massacre of the innocents is an unverified story.



6  The miraculous elements are less convincing today.
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Now test yourself





1  Name the three hymns from Luke’s narrative.



2  Whose account includes the angel Gabriel?



3  Which account includes prophecies from Jewish scripture?
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Harmonisation and redaction


Some argue that it is possible to harmonise the two birth narratives, or make them work together, because while they may have differences, they do not directly contradict each other:





•  Both stories support the doctrine of the incarnation.



•  The holy family could have been visited by both magi and shepherds.



•  The flight to Egypt may not have happened immediately: it could have been up to two years after Jesus’ presentation at the temple.



•  Both agree on the cast of the holy family and their location in Bethlehem for Jesus’ birth and Nazareth for his upbringing.



•  Both agree on Mary’s virginity, betrothal to Joseph and conception by the Holy Spirit.





However, there are difficulties with harmonisation:





•  There is little similarity between the two stories.



•  The authors were not eyewitnesses to these events.



•  The timescales of the two stories do not correspond. Luke has Mary and Joseph return to Nazareth much sooner than Matthew.



•  In Matthew, they originate from Bethlehem and settle in Nazareth; in Luke, they come from Nazareth and return home.



•  Luke appears ignorant of some Jewish historical customs – for example, only Mary would need purifying after the birth, not the whole family.





Redaction criticism is a scholarly method of studying biblical texts. It views the writers as editors rather than original authors of scripture. This critical way of analysing the Bible considers the way that Matthew and Luke selected and adapted materials from several sources to make their own theological points to their audience.


The gospel of Mark, thought to be the earliest of the synoptic gospels, seems to have been used by Matthew and Luke as one of their sources. Mark contains no birth narrative, so Matthew and Luke have both added to and adapted (redacted) Mark’s account to fit their own ideologies. Another source Matthew and Luke have in common is known as ‘Q’. They have individually drawn from other sources too. The birth narratives are thought by some to be a later addition to ensure Jesus’ birth, in line with scripture, was in Bethlehem.






	
Emphasis of Matthew


	Emphasis of Luke






	Aimed at Jewish readers.

	Aimed at gentile readers.






	Includes extensive genealogy to demonstrate Jesus’ heritage and connection with King David.

	Dedicated to ‘Theophilus’, either a Greek nobleman or any gentile followers of Christ.






	Includes multiple examples of prophecy that Jesus fulfilled.

	Quotes in Greek from the Septuagint, not the Hebrew scriptures.






	Emphasises Jesus’ authoritative nature through visiting noblemen and threat to Herod.

	Emphasises Jesus’ humble nature through shepherds’ visit, meagre sacrifice in the temple and stories from women.
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Now test yourself





1  Name three things that the Matthew and Luke accounts have in common.



2  What is redaction criticism?



3  How can we tell that Luke aimed his account more at gentiles than at Jews?
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Revision tip


Make sure you are very familiar with the two different biblical accounts of Jesus’ birth.
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Interpretation and application of the birth narratives to the doctrine of the incarnation


The incarnation of Jesus means that at a particular point in history, God was made flesh. Incarnation is based upon the Latin word ‘carnis’, which means flesh. The struggle to understand this has brought about controversy, but the doctrine of the incarnation claims that:






	Christ is:

	Christ is not:






	Fully God and fully human

	Half human and half god






	United in the person of Jesus (hypostatic union)

	Schizophrenic/dual personality






	Eternal and perfect

	Adopted by God






	Like other humans in experiencing life

	Only God or only human






	Begotten, not created by the father

	Possessed by the Holy Spirit







This concept is rejected by the other monotheistic faiths. The birth narratives are seen as providing an answer to the problem of who Jesus is.
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Typical mistake


It would be a mistake to assume that the gospel writers intended to use the birth narratives to communicate the doctrine of the incarnation. Such doctrine did not exist then.
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Substantial presence


This model of the incarnation claims that although unseen, God is fully present in Jesus. Jesus has all the characteristics of God at birth; he did not develop or inherit them later. Evidence for this is taken from the birth narratives:





•  He is conceived through the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18/Luke 1:35).



•  Jesus is called Immanuel, ‘God with us’ (Matthew 1:23).



•  The magi seek out Jesus to worship him (Matthew 2:2).



•  Herod is threatened by him (Matthew 2:3).



•  Jesus seems protected from harm (Matthew 2:13).






Kenotic model



This understanding of the incarnation comes from the Greek ‘kenosis’, meaning ‘to make empty’. The reason for this model is that some questioned how God could become a helpless baby and apparently lose some of his attributes:





•  Paul describes Jesus being in ‘the form of God’ but ‘emptied himself’ taking ‘human likeness’ (Philippians 2:7).



•  Before the incarnation, Jesus chose to take the form of a human (Luke 2:40).



•  His suffering was real, demonstrated by his humble birth in Bethlehem (Luke 2:7).



•  His suffering was also demonstrated by his flight to Egypt (Matthew 2:14).



•  He limited himself and submitted to God’s will (Luke 2:21–22).
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What do you think?


Does redaction criticism show that the birth narratives are untrustworthy? Consider the following:





•  When you read a newspaper, what makes the article believable?



•  Why do people emphasise different things in a story?



•  Can an account of an event ever be considered untainted by the attitudes of the storyteller?
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Revision activity


Look up each of the Bible verses in the substantial presence and kenotic models, so that you are familiar with the parts of the story that appear to demonstrate each model.


[image: ]







[image: ]


Exam checklist


Can you:





•  retell the two birth narratives from Matthew and Luke



•  explain the areas of consistency and divergence in the two accounts



•  give reasons why doubt can be cast on these accounts



•  explain how/whether the accounts can be harmonised



•  define redaction criticism



•  explain, with evidence, the theological emphasis of Matthew and Luke



•  define incarnation



•  explain the two models of understanding the incarnation?
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1B Jesus – his resurrection


Bultmann and Wright on the relation of the resurrection event to history


The resurrection of Jesus is recorded in all four gospels. Three days after Jesus’ death by crucifixion, his body disappeared from his tomb. Later, Jesus appeared, alive, in physical form, to various followers.


Resurrection (Latin: resurrectio – to rise again) is central to Christian belief. It happened to Jesus, so Christians can expect it to happen to them. A person will experience death, but then their body is transformed and brought to life with God.
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Revision tip


Check that you are clear on the difference between resurrection and resuscitation.
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Who was Rudolf Bultmann?


Bultmann (1884–1976) was a German professor of New Testament theology at the University of Marburg. He is best known for his work on the demythologisation of scripture.
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Rudolf Bultmann’s view





•  We should apply form criticism to classify parts of scripture by their literary genre and identify its historical context or Sitz im Leben.



•  If we view the world scientifically, it is impossible to accept the resurrection of Christ as an actual historical event.



•  The biblical accounts of Jesus’ resurrection are myths. Myths are reports of events that contain supernatural powers at work.



•  The modern reader no longer thinks in terms of first-century mythology, so scientific thinking has rendered the New Testament unintelligible for a modern audience.



•  To get to the historical truth of the story, we must demythologise – or identify and interpret the myths – to get to a message that can be understood by a modern audience.



•  It is too reductionist to simply strip away the myths as this makes Jesus little more than an ethical teacher who lived, taught and died.



•  The resurrection is historically false, but should not be completely dismissed. Instead we must look for the kerygma in the mythological passages.



•  We do not remove the myth to find a pure kerygma inside. Instead, we translate the kerygma to a more acceptable form for this time and culture.



•  The kerygma tells us that we are sinful. This means that we have an inauthentic existence where we cling to the past and rely on our own efforts.



•  The kerygma proclaims God’s gift of salvation through Christ that enables human freedom to be authentic.
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Typical mistake


Some mistakenly think that Bultmann wanted to remove all mythology. Instead, he intended that we recognise mythology and interpret it in a more meaningful way.
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Now test yourself





1  What is meant by the term Sitz im Leben?



2  What does Bultmann mean by demythologisation?



3  What does Bultmann think the resurrection myth is proclaiming?
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Who is N.T. Wright?


Tom Wright (1948–present) is an English New Testament scholar and former Bishop of Durham. He is a prolific writer with an active online presence. Wright argues for the literal and physical resurrection of Christ in history rather than resurrection as a myth. To support his argument he offers a study of beliefs about life after death that were around at the time of Christ.
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N.T. Wright’s view





•  The ancient Greek ideas about life after death involved the dualist concept of a soul (without a body).



•  Jewish ideas about life after death included a rejection of life after death, a bodily resurrection, or a spiritual resurrection of the soul to a heavenly place.



•  Life after death was often a metaphor for the return of the nation of Israel and could involve an expected messiah who would defeat God’s enemies.



•  There had been failed messiahs before, who had been killed, and even who had promised resurrection, but no such event had ever been claimed.



•  In these instances, the usual response was to give up the cause or to find a new messiah to continue the cause. Something different happened with Jesus.



•  Christianity clearly and suddenly mutated away from societal norms in terms of their beliefs and teachings of life after death.



•  Christianity now included a clear, central belief in a bodily resurrection.



•  The resurrected body will be transformed with different properties to those of the old body. It will not be resuscitated but newly created along with a new earth.



•  Christians claimed firmly that Jesus had risen from the dead, his visits were public events, they could touch and speak with him. Yet he could walk through walls and appeared different.



•  Paul described resurrection as a two-stage event where Christ returns and then the dead are raised. This is not the same as going to heaven.



•  These mutations can have taken place only if Jesus had risen from the dead in bodily form. No other explanation accounts for this change.



•  Wright calls resurrection life after life after death because it involves life, death, a period of being dead (for days or even thousands of years), then a return to life in a new body.



•  Wright dismisses alternative explanations for Jesus’ resurrection as bad arguments:







    •  He survived – unlikely, Romans were experts at killing people.


    •  His body was stolen – they would have acknowledged this.


    •  He was a vision – this is a common phenomenon that does not lead to claims of resurrection.


    •  They lived in prescientific times – ancient writings show clear evidence of understanding that dead people stay dead.
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Revision activity


List all the ways in which Bultmann and Wright disagree on how we should interpret the scripture regarding resurrection.
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Now test yourself





1  How was the new Christian teaching of life after death different from Jewish teaching?



2  How is resurrection for Paul a two-stage event?



3  Why does Wright call resurrection life after life after death?
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Interpretation and application


Bultmann’s and Wright’s views can be interpreted and applied to the understanding of death, the soul, the resurrected body and the afterlife.


Understanding death
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Philippians 1:21–24





•  To die is to gain life in Christ.



•  Living in the flesh is labour.



•  Life with Christ is better.
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Paul says we should not fear death. To die is to be with Christ and this is more desirable than a life of work on earth. Implicit is an immediate union with Christ, contrary to his claim in 1 Corinthians 15 that we must wait for Christ’s return first (see page 13).


Understanding the soul
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Matthew 10:28


Do not fear those who can kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
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Death and persecution should not be feared. This implies a dualist understanding of human existence influenced by the Greeks. Our souls may continue after our bodily death.


Understanding the resurrected body
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John 20–21





•  Mary Magdalene told Simon Peter and the unnamed disciple that someone had taken Jesus.



•  They saw the cloths that had wrapped his body were empty, and had faith.



•  Mary saw Jesus but did not recognise him.



•  Jesus told her not to touch him. She recognised him and believed.



•  Jesus appeared among them inside a locked house.



•  Thomas was absent and refused to believe.



•  At Jesus’ second appearance, Thomas touched Jesus’ wounds and believed.



•  Jesus’ third appearance was while the disciples were fishing, but they didn’t recognise him.



•  They threw in their nets at his command and the nets became too full to haul in.



•  They recognised Jesus, ran to shore and ate with him.
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Jesus’ resurrected body is like his earthly body, yet different since he could walk through locked doors. Jesus’ earthly body vanished from the tomb, implying it was required for resurrection, yet not always recognisable. He could be touched by the disciples, but not by Mary in the garden.
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1 Corinthians 15





•  Paul lists appearances of the risen Christ, including his own experience.



•  He addresses the doubters.



•  Without resurrection, Christ would not be raised and faith would be futile.



•  Followers can expect Christ to return, then the faithful will be raised and God will judge.



•  Resurrection gives purpose to baptism and suffering for faith.



•  The earthly body is like a seed. A heavenly body is different yet connected.



•  The heavenly body is immortal, powerful and will inherit the kingdom of God.



•  It will happen at the end in an instant and we will be changed.



•  God has power over death.
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Paul clarifies the difference between our earthly and resurrected bodies. This is not the resuscitation that Jesus gives to Lazarus (John 11: 1–44) and Jairus’ daughter (Mark 5:21–43), since they were returned to their earthly bodies.


Understanding the afterlife


1 Corinthians 15 states that the afterlife will not begin immediately after our death but that Christ will return first, followed by a judgement when we are raised from death. It will be a resurrection of the body, not just the soul.
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What do you think?


Whose approach to the resurrection of Christ seems more convincing, Bultmann’s or Wright’s? Consider the following:





•  Does it matter for the Christian faith if the physical resurrection of Christ is a myth?



•  Is a physical resurrection necessary to explain the emergence of Christianity?
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Exam checklist


Can you:





•  explain and describe the approaches of Bultmann and Wright to the resurrection event



•  retell the passages: Matthew 10:28, John 20–21, 1 Corinthians 15 and Philippians 1:21–24



•  suggest what they teach about death, the soul, the resurrected body and the afterlife?
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1C The Bible as a source of wisdom and authority in daily life


The ways in which the Bible is considered authoritative


The Bible is a collection of books by different authors at different points in history. It includes poetry, songs, law, letters, history and myth. For Christians, the Bible is divided into the Old Testament, which is made up of the Jewish, Hebrew scriptures, and the New Testament, which is primarily about Christ. Orthodox and Roman Catholic Christians also include the apocrypha, a set of additional books disputed for their status as scripture.


The Bible is used by Christians in different ways, but all Christians look to it for inspiration and guidance. Generally, those who take a fundamentalist approach view all scripture as containing propositional truth (facts of faith). Conservatives consider scripture to be written by human beings that were inspired by God, whereas liberals see scripture as being the writings of humans about God in the context of their society.


As a source of moral advice


2 Timothy 3:16–17 tells us that ‘all scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work’. Therefore Christians consider it to be an authority on moral behaviour because its commands come directly from God.


Scripture offers teaching about moral living in different ways. There are many examples where it teaches moral law that is presented as universal and deontological (e.g. Ecclesiastes 12).
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Revision activity


Check which of the scriptures quoted in the specification are from the Old or the New Testament.
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Ecclesiastes 12:13–14





•  Fear God.



•  Keep his commandments.



•  This is the duty of everyone.



•  God will judge every deed.
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In other places, scripture offers more general moral advice that appeals to human empathy (e.g. Luke 6).
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Luke 6: 36–37





•  Be merciful – you will be shown mercy.



•  Do not judge – or you will be judged.



•  Forgive – you will be forgiven.
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There are also stories that give examples of good moral behaviour – for instance, the actions of Jesus Christ. Jesus appears to address followers’ understanding of good moral behaviour by demanding moral perfection (Matthew 5:30 – even looking at a woman lustfully is adulterous) yet also a sense of practicality in moral behaviour (Luke 6:1–11 – Jesus plucks grain and heals the sick on the Sabbath).
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Now test yourself





1  What is the Apocrypha?



2  How do Jesus’ commands for moral behaviour differ from those of the Old Testament?



3  Why would Christians consider the Bible to be an authority on matters of morality?
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As a guide to living


The Reformation movement emphasised that it was through faith alone that we are saved (Sola fides), not through our behaviour (we cannot save ourselves).
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Psalm 119:9–16





•  The young can be pure by following God’s word.



•  Appeals to God to help the singer never stray from God’s commands or encourage sin.



•  God’s word is treasured, taught, declared, delighted in and meditated upon.



•  The singer fixes their eyes on God’s word and will not forget it.
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Revision tip


Awareness of other, wider biblical passages that are not mentioned in the specification is not essential but can be very helpful to illustrate your points or enable deeper analysis.
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Psalm 119:105–112





•  ‘Your word is a lamp to my feet, And a light to my path.’



•  Singer promises to observe God’s law, never forget it or stray from it.



•  Appeals to God to teach them his law and give them life.



•  Sees the law as their heritage and joy to perform forever.
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The singer in this psalm demonstrates complete commitment, immersing themselves in God. They want to know and delight in God’s will with their whole heart. They are saved through their love of God and his law rather than simple obedience to it.


Christians see these passages as referring to Christ. Jesus says in Matthew 5:17–18 that he had not come to abolish the law but to fulfil it. Christians are expected to obey God as a result of their faith in him. While there is plenty of practical advice about daily living within scripture, it is primarily this love of Christ that should drive Christian behaviour on a daily basis.


As teaching on the meaning and purpose of life


Ultimately, scripture is believed to contain the story of how God has planned to save us from our sin. This is known as Heilsgeschichte.


Genesis marks the beginning of our salvation history. In this passage, the reason for our creation is laid out. The purpose of humanity is to be in the image of God, with qualities that reflect his, and to rule over the earth.
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Genesis 1:26–28





•  God made humanity, both male and female, in his image, according to his likeness.



•  He gave them dominion over all other creatures.



•  He blessed them and commanded them to multiply, fill the earth and subdue it.
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The practical meaning of this has diverse interpretations. Some have felt that this means the earth is ours to control, by force if necessary, and that all animal life is inferior to us. A more modern way of viewing this passage is for humans to be stewards of the environment, with a responsibility to care for it for God.
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Ecclesiastes 9:5–9





•  The living know they will die.



•  The dead know nothing; everything about them has perished forever.



•  Enjoy your life now, to the full, as God has approved.



•  This is your life, in the present.
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Elsewhere, scripture teaches that there is more to life than material things. However, here Ecclesiastes emphasises positively that if this is the one life that God has given us, we should rejoice in it and enjoy it as God intended for us.
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