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  Context


  Roald Dahl was born on September 13, 1916, in Llandaff, Wales. By the age of five, Dahl had witnessed the premature death of his oldest sister, Astrid, and his father, Harald. Harald insisted that his children be educated in the English school system, as he believed English schools were the best, but his son’s experience did not fit with this. Young Roald experienced savage beatings by educators and administrators, as well as intense hazing from the older boys. He distracted himself from the chaos around him by participating in sports and reading adventure novels, especially those by Rudyard Kipling and G. A. Henty. Though Dahl did not excel academically, he did cull material for his future novels from his experiences in school, including the abusive behaviors perpetrated on children by adults. One bright spot for Dahl during his school days was chocolate: he and his classmates often served as chocolate bar tasters for Cadbury Chocolate. In time, the chocolate bars became the theme of Dahl’s Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.


  After graduating, Dahl sought adventure, which he found while working for the Shell Company in East Africa. At one point, he reported a woman’s miraculous escape from a lion, which later served as the basis of his first published work. In 1939, Dahl signed up for further adventure by joining the British Royal Air Force. During World War II, Dahl’s first mission resulted in a crash landing, which nearly killed him. While recovering from this crash he had strange dreams that inspired his first short stories. It was nearly two years before Dahl returned to the skies. He fought valiantly for Britain until his previous injuries forced him to prematurely retire from active duty. Dahl continued to support the war effort by traveling to America where he began writing war propaganda. His propaganda was very popular among American audiences, and his popularity gained him much notoriety as an author. In 1945, Dahl returned to England to be near his mother. There he met and subsequently married the well-known and wealthy actress Patricia Neal in 1953. Shortly after Olivia, the oldest of the couple’s five children, was born, Dahl began composing short stories to tell her at bedtime. These stories piqued Dahl’s interest in children’s literature. Still more tragedy befell Dahl during this period of his life. Olivia died of measles at age eight and his wife experienced both a brain hemorrhage and a stroke. Dahl’s marriage broke up in 1983 due to stress from these tragic events. Dahl soon married Felicity Crossland and continued writing. He produced numerous children’s books including Matilda, The BFG, and The Witches, as well as many works for adults, such as My Uncle Oswald and Sometime Never. He died on November 23, 1990, in Oxford, England.


  Dahl’s writing continues to receive praise for its readability and its positive representations of young people. Dahl’s protagonists are simultaneously independent and willing to accept help from family and friends. Additionally, the villains in Dahl’s work always receive punishment, which appeals to young people’s sense of morality. Furthermore, Dahl’s use of nonsense, word games, and puns is directed at children’s intellectual faculties. He respects children’s ability to think around absurdities. However, the rigidity of Dahl’s fictional worlds, and the intensely physical nature of the violence in his books, can be brutal for young readers. According to some critics, Dahl’s work reveals anti-Semitism and misogynistic proclivities. It has been suggested, for example, that the menacing image of Willy Wonka’s chocolate factory hints at the Holocaust. In fact, Willy Wonka’s chief competitor is Fickelgruber, a name close to Hitler’s birth name, Schickelgruber. Misogynistic themes throughout Dahl’s work may be even harder to deny. A beautiful woman is really an ugly witch in Witches, and a small boy is tortured by his grandmother, a “filthy old woman” who has “a small, puckered-up mouth like a dog’s bottom,” in George’s Marvellous Medicine. These are just a small sampling of his evil female characters. Despite a consistency of bizarre atmospheres and unexpected demises of small children, though, Dahl’s literature continues to delight both children and adults to this present day.


  Plot Overview


  Mr. Willy Wonka, the eccentric owner of the greatest chocolate factory in the world, has decided to open the doors of his factory to five lucky children and their parents. In order to choose who will enter the factory, Mr. Wonka devises a plan to hide five golden tickets beneath the wrappers of his famous chocolate bars. The search for the five golden tickets is fast and furious. Augustus Gloop, a corpulent child whose only hobby is eating, unwraps the first ticket, for which his town throws him a parade. Veruca Salt, an insufferable brat, receives the next ticket from her father, who had employed his entire factory of peanut shellers to unwrap chocolate bars until they found a ticket. Violet Beauregarde discovers the third ticket while taking a break from setting a world record in gum chewing. The fourth ticket goes to Mike Teavee, who, as his name implies, cares only about television.


  Charlie Bucket, the unsuspecting hero of the book, defies all odds in claiming the fifth and final ticket. A poor but virtuous boy, Charlie lives in a tiny house with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Bucket, and all four of his grandparents. His grandparents share the only bed in the house, located in the only bedroom, and Charlie and his parents sleep on mattresses on the floor. Charlie gets three sparse meals a day, which is hardly enough to nourish a growing boy, As a result, he is almost sickly thin. Once a year, on his birthday, Charlie gets one bar of Wonka chocolate, which he savors over many months. The Bucket family’s circumstances become all the more dire when Mr. Bucket loses his job. But a tremendous stroke of luck befalls Charlie when he spots a raggedy dollar bill buried in the snow. He decides to use a little of the money to buy himself some chocolate before turning the rest over to his mother. After inhaling the first bar of chocolate, Charlie decides to buy just one more and within the wrapping finds the fifth golden ticket. He is not a moment too soon: the next day is the date Mr. Wonka has set for his guests to enter the factory.


  Neither Mr. nor Mrs. Bucket can accompany Charlie to the factory. Mr. Bucket must search for work to put food on the table and Mrs. Bucket must care for the invalided grandparents. Magically, Charlie’s oldest and most beloved grandparent, Grandpa Joe, springs out of bed for the first time in decades. Charlie’s lucky find has transformed him into an energetic and almost childlike being. Grandpa Joe and Charlie set out on their adventure.


  In the factory, Charlie and Grandpa Joe marvel at the unbelievable sights, sounds, and especially smells of the factory. Whereas they are grateful toward and respectful of Mr. Wonka and his factory, the other four children succumb to their own character flaws. Accordingly, they are ejected from the factory in mysterious and painful fashions. Augustus Gloop falls into the hot chocolate river—while attempting to drink it—and is sucked up by one of the many pipes. Veruca Salt is determined to be a “bad nut” by nut-judging squirrels who throw her out with the trash. Violet Beauregarde impetuously grabs an experimental piece of gum and chews herself into a giant blueberry. She is consequently removed from the factory. With the hope of being on his beloved television, Mike Teavee shrinks himself, and his father has to carry him out in his breast pocket. During each child’s fiasco, Mr. Wonka alienates the parents with his nonchalant reaction to the child’s seeming demise. He remains steadfast in his belief that everything will work out in the end.


  After each child’s trial, the Oompa-Loompas beat drums and sing a moralizing song about the downfalls of greedy, spoiled children. When only Charlie remains, Willy Wonka turns to him and congratulates him for winning. The entire day has been another contest, the prize for which is the entire chocolate factory, which Charlie has just won. Charlie, Grandpa Joe, and Mr. Wonka enter the great glass elevator, which explodes through the roof of the factory and crashes down through the roof of Charlie’s house, where they collect the rest of the Bucket family.


  Character List


  
    Mr. Willy Wonka - The eccentric owner of the Wonka chocolate factory. Mr.Wonka is the most renowned candy maker in the world and an endless combination of opposing parts. He is old but filled with a boundless energy. He is physically small, but his persona is larger than life. He is also both charming and insensitive. His decision to open his factory to five lucky children is actually a calculated ploy to find the perfect child to take over his factory. He is looking for a properly obsequious child to whom he can teach all the secrets of his factory. Charlie Bucket is that boy.

  


  
    Charlie Bucket - The protagonist of the novel. Charlie is unassuming and respectful toward everyone in his life. He is undernourished but refuses to ever take an extra portion of food because it would deprive another member of his family. He must walk by Mr. Wonka’s factory every day on his way to school and smell the tantalizing smell of chocolate as his stomach grumbles. He is almost always cold because he does not have an adequate jacket. Even though he has every reason to complain, he never does. Charlie is exactly the kind of child that Mr. Wonka wants.

  


  
    Grandpa Joe - Charlie’s paternal grandfather. Grandpa Joe spends all his time in bed with the other three Bucket grandparents. He is extremely imaginative and fun loving. He realizes a return of his childish energy when Charlie finds the golden ticket. He thinks Mr. Wonka’s idea to send out golden tickets is a marketing stroke of genius, and he continues to think Mr. Wonka is brilliant while the other parents think he is mad. Grandpa Joe is kind and loving and also sensible. He is Charlie’s greatest friend and confidant.

  


  
    Augustus Gloop - A fat boy who loves nothing but eating. Augustus is rude and insubordinate in his never-ending quest to fill his own face. His parents choose to indulge him rather than listen to his whining. He suffers for his greed in the factory: while sucking from the chocolate river, he falls in and is sucked up by one of the super pipes. He comes out changed on the other side, as evidenced by his new thin body.

  


  
    Veruca Salt - A spoiled brat. Veruca demands anything she wants and throws tantrums until her parents meet her demands. She is mean and completely self-involved, and her parents always acquiesce to her wishes. Veruca’s impetuousness causes her trouble at the factory. She demands to own one of Wonka’s trained squirrels, but when she marches in to claim it, it deems her a “bad nut” and sends her down the garbage chute. Mingled with garbage, she comes out changed at the end of the story.

  


  
    Violet Beauregarde - An avid gum chewer. Violet’s attempt to beat a gum-chewing record completely consumes her. At the factory her gum-chewing antics become her downfall when she grabs an experimental piece of gum against Mr. Wonka’s advice. She eagerly chews the gum and turns into a giant blueberry. After being juiced by Oompa-Loompas, she leaves the factory changed.

  


  
    Mike Teavee - A boy who cares only for television. The more guns and violence on a show, the more Mike likes it. Mike is slightly more complex than the other bad children in that he is smart enough to realize when Mr. Wonka is lying to him. Still, his attempts to get answers to his questions go completely unheeded. At the factory he wants nothing more than to check out the chocolate television room. Once there he spies the opportunity to be on television himself. Without regard for his own safety, he engineers a filming of himself and ends up shrinking down to a couple of inches. The Oompa-Loompas stretch him out to twice his normal height in the end.
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