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      Pirate Mateys and Scallywags

      
      
         
         Alleric (Al) Breas: Lives in Drake Drive and owns a mysterious sea trunk that takes him to the Dragon Blood Islands
         

         
         Blacktooth McGee: A very nasty pirate who runs the brigantine The Revenge

         
         Grandfather: Mahoot’s grandfather and guardian of the swimming elephants on Sabre Island
         

         
         Greeny Jack: A shark so big and old that mould grows on his skin, making him glow green in the dark
         

         
         Grenda: Snotty Nell’s daughter
         

         
         Gunner: The pirate captain of the ship The Dandylion

         
         Halimeda (Hally) Breas: Al’s younger sister
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         Mahoot: Captain Gunner’s cabin boy
         

         
         Mozzy: The Dandylion’s bosun, small and fast
         

         
         Owen Seabrook: Al’s best friend
         

         
         Prince Alleric: The prince who once ruled Sabre Island but disappeared in mysterious circumstances
         

         
         Slicer: The Dandylion’s cook
         

         
         Snakeboot: A magical white three-legged cat with purple eyes. Legend has it he once belonged to a terrifying pirate called Vicious Victor.
         

         
         Snotty Nell: A horrible one-eyed pirate who sails a frigate called The Tormenter

         
         Stanley Spong: A crooked, sneaky trader in town who cheats people
         

         
         Vampire Zu: Snotty Nell’s huge first mate
         

         
         Vicious Victor: A pirate ghost. He used to pillage the Dragon Blood Islands and he stole the magical sabre and scabbard that belonged to
            Prince Alleric.
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      The Scabbard of Invincibility

      
      ‘Ow! That hurt,’ Al Breas complained, rubbing his arm.
      

      
      ‘Sorry,’ said his best friend, Owen Seabrook, ‘but you did say to hit you hard.’

      
      ‘I thought I wouldn’t feel any pain,’ said Al. ‘I thought the Scabbard of Invincibility with its new dragon diamond would
         protect me.’
      

      
      Their three-legged white cat, Snakeboot, sat on an old sea trunk beside Al. He reached out with his paw and his claws caught
         on the glittering black diamond set in the silver scabbard hanging from Al’s waist. Al unhooked the cat’s claw and studied
         the sheath and jewel with a worried frown.
      

      
      ‘Mahoot’s grandfather said you’d have to find all four black dragon diamonds and put them back on the scabbard before it can
         make you invincible,’ Owen reminded Al.
      

      
      ‘So, at the moment, if I’m wearing the scabbard and get knifed in the guts, I’ll still be wounded,’ said Al, shivering at
         the thought.
      

      
      ‘Yes, but you won’t die unless you take the scabbard off,’ said Owen. ‘The scabbard makes you deathless.’

      
      Al shuddered at the memory of the diamond’s last owner, Razor Toe the pirate king. He had crumbled to dust when the black
         diamond he wore in his turban was snatched from his head. Now the same diamond that Razor Toe had worn glittered from Al’s
         scabbard.
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      ‘I don’t want to end up like Razor Toe,’ said Al.
      

      
      Snakeboot meowed, left the sea trunk and wound himself around Al’s legs in agreement.

      
      ‘Razor Toe was bad enough,’ said Owen, ‘but when we return to the Dragon Blood Islands with the sabre and scabbard, Blacktooth
         will want to steal them from us, too.’
      

      
      ‘I don’t know what to do,’ said Al. ‘I do want to go back to the islands, but I’m worried…’
      

      
      ‘Leave the sabre and scabbard here then,’ Owen suggested. He bent down and tickled Snakeboot’s ear. ‘What do you think, Snakeboot?
         Should we leave them behind?’
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