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Praise for While My Soldier Serves


“While My Soldier Serves is a book for anyone with a family member serving in the military. Written by a mother who watched her son go off to war, the prayers in this book are not drawn from a denomination’s book of prayers but lifted from the pages of the heart. This book isn’t read—it is experienced.”


Alton Gansky, novelist and author of 30 Events That Shaped the Church


“As someone whose brother is in the military, I’ve been waiting for a book like this. Edie offers heartfelt advice and insights to help you pray your loved ones back home.”


Steven James, national best-selling author of Checkmate


“While My Soldier Serves is an invaluable tool for those experiencing the distance and heartache of a loved one deployed. This book is a gem for those facing a situation that may leave them feeling powerless and afraid for what their loved one may be facing in the war theater. With these prayers, Melson not only holds the hands of military families, she kneels with them seeking guidance, wisdom, and counsel!”


Ronie Kendig, best-selling, award-winning author of
the Quiet Professionals


“No one knows what it means to pray for a loved one in the military like someone who has lived through it. While your loved one serves to protect America’s freedom, Edie Melson will guide you with prayer, offering comfort through Scripture and a reminder that God is as close to you as He is to your soldier.”


Eva Marie Everson, best-selling author of Five Brides


“The reality of death and destruction isn’t mere concept to men and women in the military. It’s a fact of life. For parents, spouses, family, and friends left behind, that reality can be paralyzing. As the mother of a former Marine, Edie Melson knows that feeling first-hand. In her newest book, While My Soldier Serves: Prayers for Those with Loved Ones in the Military, Edie shares real-life prayers, written from her heart, directed to the Creator and Protector of all.”


Vonda Skelton, author of Seeing Through the Lies,
speaker, and wife of disabled veteran


“Author Edie Melson lives her passion for supporting military families. While My Soldier Serves exemplifies her dedication—and her ability to use her personal experience to embrace others who are struggling with fear and anxiety and seeking to support loved ones who are in harm’s way. The book also provides powerful insight for those of us who do not have family in active service. Reading it brought me into the world of the prayerful parent, wife, sibling, or child and gave me the opportunity to reflect on the debt we owe those who serve our country both abroad and at home. While My Soldier Serves is an invitation to empathy and a glimpse into the power of faith.”


Anne Kelly Tromsness, education director, The Warehouse Theatre
(South Carolina’s only Blue Star Theatre)


“In light of recent blockbuster movies that give us a look into the lives of military families and the dark hole they enter, Edie Melson addresses those needs in this book of prayers designed to strengthen those at home who hold the ropes for these brave soldiers. As one who has been there, she offers honesty, hope, and comfort as she nourishes you in God’s Word and carries you into His presence through the power of prayer.”


Ginny Dent Brant, author of Finding True Freedom:
From the White House to the World


“God hears our prayers, but His heart pours out to the prayers of a loving mother. Especially when her prayers are pleas for the safety of her child. Melson has put pen to her own heartfelt and sometimes desperate cries in prayer to the God of all creation. These prayers will warm your soul, offer you guidance as you pray, and focus your heart to the feet of Jesus. A touching book of sweet words over the men and women who defend our country.”


Cindy Sproles, author of Mercy’s Rain and New Sheets


“Drawing from her experience as a military mom, Edie Melson equips you to be your loved one’s ‘spiritual ground support.’ She pens the words that help you pray instead of worry. Within the pages of While My Soldier Serves you will find the words to help you turn anxiety into powerful intercession.”


Beth K. Vogt, wife of a former Air Force officer who served for 24 years,
and author of Somebody Like You (selected by Publisher’s Weekly
as one of its Best Books of 2014)


“About Christ, the Bible says there is no greater love than Christ’s willingness to ‘lay down his life for his friends.’ Likewise, our brave men and women in the military are willing to show that Christ-like love on our behalf if it comes to that. The least we can do to repay that eternal debt is to lift them and their loved ones in prayer.”


Steve Deace, nationally syndicated radio host


“Edie brings the service of a warrior and the sacrifice of the military family home to readers. This book will open your eyes to what the great men and women go through who keep our nation free. This book is also a reminder that Jesus is our High General who has everything well under control, even during times of war.”


Major Jeff Struecker, retired, Black Hawk Down veteran


“While My Soldier Serves draws the reader into the courts of God’s presence with honesty and tenderness. All those who pray for the love and protection of a soldier or one serving actively in law enforcement will find the heartfelt supplications to God providing peace to the soul.”


DiAnn Mills, award-winning author


“Edie Melson has put her finger (and her heart) on something desperately needed, especially today. We live in a world that is in turmoil and war is all around us. We all know at least one person affected by war. While My Soldier Serves is an incredible book that will encourage, inspire, and comfort those who have a loved one serving in the military. It also will serve as a reminder for those who don’t, that the greatest gift we can give right now may be the gift of prayer.”


Jack Eason, executive director, Crossover Ministries International


“This book is a must have for those who want to pray deeply and specifically for a deployed loved one. I wish I had this book when my husband was deployed. I look forward to recommending this book as a valuable resource to the military community.”


Ginger Harrington, ministry leader for Planting Roots:
Strength to Thrive in Military Life
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This book is dedicated to two special people:


Our precious daughter-in-law,
Katie Melson,


Who walked through our son’s deployments,
Supporting her husband, and us,
With beauty and grace.
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And also to my husband,
Kirk Melson,


He’s always seen the vision
Of what God wants for me as a writer
Much clearer than me.
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FOREWORD


By Todd Starnes
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Edie Melson is a Great American. She is a true patriot, a devoted wife, a loving mother. And she is my friend.


She is also a friend to the United States Armed Forces—the greatest fighting force on the planet. And that’s why I am so honored to pen this foreword.


While My Soldier Serves should be in the homes of every military family in the nation. It’s a collection of prayers and Bible verses and inspirational messages to not only encourage our brave fighting men and women but also the families left behind.


Edie reminds us that she has been where many military moms have been. Her oldest son served in the Marine Corps. He went straight from high school to boot camp to Iraq. She knows what it’s like to stay up all night—filled with fear of the unknown—waiting for that phone call, that knock on the front door.


Having someone you love serving in the Armed Forces is a source of great pride and joy. But it’s also a source of great uncertainty, knowing that your loved one might be in harm’s way. And for those left behind, it can also be a time of great loneliness.


But these pages are filled with words of encouragement and purpose—prayers for both your soldier and yourself.


While My Soldier Serves is homespun and heartfelt. And you will get a glimpse of Edie’s Southern roots tucked away in the pages of this delightful tome. (How else can you explain quotes from Mother Teresa and Eudora Welty—in the same book!)


While I was reading this book, I was reminded of a poignant moment in the film We Were Soldiers. Just before Mel Gibson’s character was about to ship off to Vietnam, he took a moment to pray with his young daughter. The image of that barefoot girl and her father in combat boots kneeling side-by-side tugged at my heart strings.


While My Soldier Serves brings that Hollywood moment to real life. Edie reminds us that while our soldiers wage war on the front lines, our families wage a spiritual war on the home front. And this book will equip you to win that battle!


Thank you, Edie, for writing a book such as this for such a time as this. I hope these pages will bring you encouragement and assurance while your soldier serves.


Todd Starnes is a Fox News Channel
personality and author.





INTRODUCTION
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Many of us live daily with the reality that war is a part of life. We’ve sent someone we love off to war, and now we’re left with our own battles to fight. Our adversaries include loneliness, fear, worry, and nightmares we can’t share with those who haven’t been in the trenches with us.


I’ve been where you are. Our oldest son went straight from high school graduation to Marine Corps Boot Camp to Iraq as a frontline infantry Marine. I know just how frightening it is to have a loved one in a life-and-death situation and be unable to do a single thing to help. I’ve sat up nights, filled with fear, trying to pray when words just wouldn’t come.


Thousands of families send loved ones off to fight on a daily basis. These families spend a lot of time living in a world out of control. This kind of stress can take an incredible toll, but there is hope. When we feel helpless, we can take our fears to the One who loves us more than anything and holds the universe in His hands.


In this book you’ll find the words to usher you into His presence. These prayers are a place to visit again and again as you take your own fears to God. They’re just a starting point, written to help you find your own voice as you call out on behalf of the one you love.


Blessings,
Edie Melson





HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
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This book is written to be used by many people, in many situations—from the spouse or parents of a soldier, to the close friend, to everyone in between. In addition, because we have so many women serving in our armed services, the pronouns change from prayer to prayer. The best way to use this book is to insert your soldier’s name in place of the pronouns.


This is also a good resource to use in a small group setting, as several come together to pray for those serving in our military and their families.


There are two main sections within this book: Prayers for My Soldier and Prayers for Me. While my son was deployed I discovered that when I took time to pray for myself, my prayers for my son came easier.
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