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Welcome to the world of MythQuest…

Discover the fables and legends about the origin, history, deities, ancestors and heroes of India.

While the term ‘myth’ in common conversation means a false story, in the world of religion, folklore and magic, myths are considered ‘true’. They tell stories of the creation of the universe, the eternal battle between good and evil and the history of humankind itself.

The main characters in our myths are bigger and better than any modern superheroes. They are birds and beasts, asuras and gods, kings and queens, generals and warriors, sages and gurus, each with extraordinary powers that changed the course of history and the fate of the human race.

The people to whom a myth belongs consider it as a true account of their past millions of years ago. Even today, they continue to worship the gods and goddesses, follow the rituals and read the texts that developed from these myths.

Hachette India’s MythQuest series brings to you fascinating stories from the vast treasures of ancient mythology. Read them all—become a MythMaster!
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Mythological characters and events have been described in different ways in different versions of ancient texts. We have chosen the most interesting and key stories to build a comprehensive account for the young reader.



This story is about …

Banasura, the thousand-armed asura. He was the son of the great asura king, Mahabali or Bali. Banasura was an ardent devotee of Lord Shiva, the Destroyer of the Universe, and spent many years in penance to please Shiva. Pleased by his devotion, Lord Shiva blessed Banasura and promised to come to his assistance whenever he was challenged in battle.

Banasura’s daughter Usha fell in love with Lord Krishna’s grandson, Aniruddha, following which, a great battle ensued between Lord Krishna and the asura king. This battle was recounted far and wide, for in it, Lord Shiva fought against Lord Krishna.

Unlike his father, Bali, who was one of the most benevolent and generous asura kings loved by all, Banasura chose the path of terror and optressed the inhabitants of all three worlds.

Banasura or Bana’s story has been told in ancient texts including the Bhagavata Purana and the Mahabharata. His story as the rejected suitor of Shakti, has also been mentioned in the great Tamil Sangam literary works Manimekalai and Puranaanooru. Read about his super weapons and his battles against the mighty gods …
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CHAPTER ONE

LORD SHIVA’S PROMISE
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The earth shuddered, streaks of lightening tore through the skies, the mountains echoed with the sound of thunder, and all the creatures in the universe trembled—Lord Shiva, the Destroyer of the Universe, was dancing his tandava, the dance of creation, preservation and dissolution. He flung his arms out and stomped the ground with his powerful feet. He performed his steps with lightning speed and was so fast that the celestial musicians just couldn’t keep up with him. One by one the musicians gave up in exhaustion, until only one was left—Banasura the thousand-armed asura.

Banasura used his many arms to play every kind of instrument for Lord Shiva, long after others had stopped. When he would grow tired of one instrument, he would lay it aside and start playing something else. Banasura’s melodious tunes filled every corner of the universe. Lord Shiva was enchanted by these notes and when he finally stopped dancing, he looked down to see who was playing the music.
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