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Preface



To the general reader


Although the Access to History series has been designed with the needs of students studying the subject at higher examination levels very much in mind, it also has a great deal to offer the general reader. The main body of the text (i.e. ignoring the ‘Study Guides’ at the ends of chapters) forms a readable and yet stimulating survey of a coherent topic as studied by historians. However, each author’s aim has not merely been to provide a clear explanation of what happened in the past (to interest and inform): it has also been assumed that most readers wish to be stimulated into thinking further about the topic and to form opinions of their own about the significance of the events that are described and discussed (to be challenged). Thus, although no prior knowledge of the topic is expected on the reader’s part, she or he is treated as an intelligent and thinking person throughout. The author tends to share ideas and possibilities with the reader, rather than passing on numbers of so-called ‘historical truths’.


To the student reader


Although advantage has been taken of the publication of a second edition to ensure the results of recent research are reflected in the text, the main alteration from the first edition is the inclusion of new features, and the modification of existing ones, aimed at assisting you in your study of the topic at AS level, A level and Higher. Two features are designed to assist you during your first reading of a chapter. The Points to Consider section following each chapter title is intended to focus your attention on the main theme(s) of the chapter, and the issues box following most section headings alerts you to the question or questions to be dealt with in the section. The Working on… section at the end of each chapter suggests ways of gaining maximum benefit from the chapter.


There are many ways in which the series can be used by students studying History at a higher level. It will, therefore, be worthwhile thinking about your own study strategy before you start your work on this book. Obviously, your strategy will vary depending on the aim you have in mind, and the time for study that is available to you.


If, for example, you want to acquire a general overview of the topic in the shortest possible time, the following approach will probably be the most effective:





1. Read chapter 1. As you do so, keep in mind the issues raised in the Points to Consider section.



2. Read the Points to Consider section at the beginning of chapter 2 and decide whether it is necessary for you to read this chapter.



3. If it is, read the chapter, stopping at each heading or sub-heading to note down the main points that have been made. Often, the best way of doing this is to answer the question(s) posed in the Key Issues boxes.



4. Repeat stage 2 (and stage 3 where appropriate) for all the other chapters.





If, however, your aim is to gain a thorough grasp of the topic, taking however much time is necessary to do so, you may benefit from carrying out the same procedure with each chapter, as follows:





1. Try to read the chapter in one sitting. As you do this, bear in mind any advice given in the Points to Consider section.



2. Study the flow diagram at the end of the chapter, ensuring that you understand the general ‘shape’ of what you have just read.



3. Read the Working on… section and decide what further work you need to do on the chapter. In particularly important sections of the book, this is likely to involve reading the chapter a second time and stopping at each heading and sub-heading to think about (and probably to write a summary of) what you have just read.



4. Attempt the Source-based questions section. It will sometimes be sufficient to think through your answers, but additional understanding will often be gained by forcing yourself to write them down.





When you have finished the main chapters of the book, study the ‘Further Reading’ section and decide what additional reading (if any) you will do on the topic.


This book has been designed to help make your studies both enjoyable and successful. If you can think of ways in which this could have been done more effectively, please contact us. In the meantime, we hope that you will gain greatly from your study of History.


Keith Randell & Robert Pearce





1 Overview: America and the Cold War, 1945–63
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POINTS TO CONSIDER
In this chapter you are introduced to some broad ideas and themes. There is a definition of the term ‘Cold War’. Some key characteristics of the conflict are identified. There is then a discussion of how the United States fought the Cold War.
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1 The Cold War: Definition and Characteristics
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KEY ISSUES


What does the term ‘Cold War’ mean? What were the main features of the Cold War?
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On the morning of 1 May 1960 a plane stood on the runway of an American military base at Peshawar in Pakistan. The plane was a U-2 reconnaissance aircraft, a sophisticated piece of military hardware and an emblem of American high-technology. It had a range of 2,200 miles and could fly at an altitude of 13 miles beyond the range of enemy anti-aircraft missiles. It was fitted with a high-definition camera capable of capturing a readable image of a newspaper headline at a distance of ten miles. Since 1956 U-2s had been flying over the Soviet Union in secret, gathering valuable intelligence about Soviet military installations. For five years the Soviets had been trying in vain to shoot one down. The pilot at the controls of U-2 Number 360 on that morning was Francis Gary Powers. He was about to embark on a flight over the Urals mountain range in the central Soviet Union which would end in Norway. Among other items packed into his flight suit was a silver dollar containing a shellfish toxin which caused instant death. U-2 pilots were under instructions to kill themselves if captured.


Within minutes of take-off Powers’ plane soared to 60,000 feet and set off on its northward course. Powers entered Soviet airspace after an hour and flew over the Tyuratam Cosmodrome from where the Soviets had launched several satellites into space. His next target was Sverdlovsk, a large industrial city. Suddenly Powers heard a thud and an orange flash engulfed his cockpit. His plane had been hit by a ground-to-air missile. In a state of panic he struggled unsuccessfully to activate his ejector seat. He then realised he could escape his cockpit by opening the canopy above his head. He undid the canopy and was propelled into space. His orange and white parachute burst open and he fell to earth overtaken by fragments of his plane. When the dazed pilot hit the ground, he encountered a surprised Soviet farmer. The authorities were soon informed. In Moscow the Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev was watching a parade in celebration of May Day, a traditional workers’ holiday. He was told quietly about the triumph of the downed U-2. Meanwhile his American counterpart, President Eisenhower, did not find out about the disaster until the next day. A major Cold War crisis, the U-2 affair, was about to unfold.


The U-2 incident was an episode in the international conflict known as the Cold War. The term ‘Cold War’ had first been used about Anglo-German rivalry between 1898 and 1914 and then about the frosty relationship between France and Germany in the 1930s. Broadly, it means a state of permanent hostility between two powers which never erupts into an armed confrontation or a ‘hot war’. In current historiography, the term ‘Cold War’ describes the conflict between the Soviet Union and the United States from 1945 until 1989. It was popularised by the American journalist Walter Lippman in 1947 and widely used thereafter to describe US-Soviet relations.


The Cold War functioned at various levels. Adolf Hitler anticipated its main features in his ‘Testament’ written in April 1945:




With the defeat of the Reich there will remain in the world only two Great Powers capable of confronting each other – the United States and Soviet Russia. The laws of both history and geography will compel these two powers to a trial of strength, either military or in the fields of economics and ideology.





As Hitler had foreseen, the Cold War was at one level a contest of ideas. During a trip to the Soviet Union in 1959, Vice-President Richard Nixon visited a trade fair with the Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev. One of the exhibits was a model American home fitted out with the furnishings and labour-saving devices that an average American family might expect to own. The combative Khrushchev initiated a debate with his guest. Pausing in the model kitchen, the two men traded points.




Khrushchev: You are a lawyer for Capitalism and I am a lawyer for Communism. Let’s compete.


Nixon: The way you dominate the conversation you would make a good lawyer yourself. If you were in the United States Senate you would be accused of filibustering. You do all the talking and don’t let anyone else talk. To us, diversity, the right to choose, the fact that we have one thousand builders building one thousand different houses, is the most important thing. We don’t have one decision made at the top by one government official. This is the difference.


Khrushchev: (pointing at the washing machine) These are merely gadgets. They are not needed in life. They have no useful purpose.


Nixon: Isn’t it better to be talking about the relative merits of our washing machines than of the relative strengths of our rockets? Isn’t this the kind of competition you want?


Khrushchev: Yes, but your generals say, ‘We want to compete in rockets. We can beat you’.





The episode was described as the ‘kitchen debate’ and nicely captured the battle of ideas underlying the Cold War. The exchanges between Nixon and Khrushchev revealed that the Cold War was a contest between two ways of life. Nixon portrayed the United States as a place of freedom and choice. But he was also underlining the affluence of America. He pointed out that the model home was typical of that of an American steelworker. In a speech opening the exhibition, which by prior agreement was printed in full in the Communist Party newspaper Pravda, he recited statistics showing that America’s 44 million families owned 56 million cars, 50 million TV sets and 143 million radios. 31 million of those families owned their own home. He concluded that ‘the United States, the world’s largest capitalist country, has from the standpoint of distribution of wealth come closest to the ideal of prosperity for all in a classless society.’ Nixon was highlighting a ‘consumer goods gap’ between the United States and the Soviet Union. Only a capitalist system could deliver high living standards to the masses.


There was also an implicit reference by Nixon to the ‘missile gap’ between the two rival states. In 1959 both Khrushchev and Nixon knew that the missile deficit was on the side of the Soviet Union. The discussion of rockets showed that at another level the Cold War was about power and security. For both sides nuclear arsenals were both symbols of power and a means of defending themselves against an attack by the other. The arms race, the accumulation of ever greater amounts of nuclear weapons, was a central feature of the Cold War. Both superpowers measured their power partly in nuclear weapons.


2 The Means of Cold War
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KEY ISSUE


How did the United States wage the Cold War?
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How did the Americans fight the Cold War? They employed every measure possible short of direct armed engagement with the Soviet Union. In the early stages of the conflict US dollars were the primary instrument of war. The United States exploited its status as the world’s pre-eminent financial power to channel huge amounts of economic aid to its allies. The aims of economic assistance were to bolster non-communist governments threatened by communism and to subsidise the economic reconstruction of strategically important areas like west Germany and Japan. The economic resources of the United States in this period were truly vast. For example, under the Marshall Plan (officially known as the European Recovery Program – ERP) the US gave $12.5 billion in economic aid to the states of western Europe between 1948 and 1952.


The Americans also used military force to counter international communism, but not directly against the Soviet Union. When communist North Korean soldiers invaded South Korea in 1950 US forces were deployed immediately to drive back the North Koreans. After 1950 America was in a state of continuous military preparedness. War-readiness may be regarded as one of the weapons of the Cold War and was intended to deter communist aggression. For the first time in their history the Americans maintained a large peacetime army, navy and air force. In 1960 there were 900,000 personnel in the US Army and 2.4 million men in the US armed forces as a whole. American servicemen were stationed across the globe in an attempt to confine communism. In 1959 the United States had 1,400 overseas military bases in 31 countries around the world.


In case of war the United States eagerly recruited friendly nations into alliance systems. Europe was effectively divided into American and Soviet spheres of influence by 1948, and in 1949 most of the nations of western Europe were organised into a military alliance called the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), while the communist states of eastern Europe belonged to the Warsaw Pact after 1955. By the mid-1950s the Americans had built a global network of anti-communist military coalitions encompassing Latin America, western Europe, the Middle East, Australasia and southeast Asia.


Another traditional form of war employed by the Americans was economic warfare. After 1948 trade between the United States and the Soviet Union declined steeply. In the same year curbs were imposed on the sale to the Soviets of military equipment and any goods with a potential military end-use. America’s allies in NATO operated similar restrictions from 1953. Japan and Australia followed suit later. These controls were intended to keep Western military secrets from the Soviets and to deny to them high technology products, an area in which the Soviet Union trailed the West. The Cold War in trade continued throughout the 1950s and 1960s. Trade between the two sides was a useful barometer of the state of East-West relations and it was not until the early seventies that there was a substantial upturn in trade between the West and the Soviet bloc.


Propaganda was also an important weapon in the Cold War. The way in which the European Recovery Program was promoted in Europe was a classic example of American propaganda techniques. The benefits of the Marshall Plan were widely advertised. ‘You Too Can Be Like Us’ was the underlying message. With Marshall Aid dollars Europe would be able to create the mass-production, mass-consumption society of the United States. Living standards would rise across the continent. The ERP co-ordinator Paul Hoffmann later recalled, ‘They [the Europeans] learned that this [the USA] is the land of full shelves and bulging shops, made possible by high productivity and good wages, and that its prosperity may be emulated elsewhere by those who will work towards it’. The Marshall Plan was aggressively promoted through documentary films, radio broadcasts, mobile cinema shows and pamphlets. Italy was the scene of perhaps the greatest propaganda effort. In 1947 Washington feared that the communists would come to power here either in elections due in 1948 or by extra-legal means. In poor rural parts of Italy puppet shows were put on to deliver the Marshall Plan message to children and illiterate or semi-literate adults. This was ‘Operation Bambi’, run jointly by the US Embassy in Rome and the Italian Ministry of Education. Minstrels even toured Sicilian villages singing of miracles made possible by ERP dollars.




Ah poor Mariella! She loves Giovanni who loves another. Mariella leaps into the river to end it all. She is saved and Giovanni realises at last how much he loves her. Then [to a background of sombre guitar] tragedy! The icy water has given Mariella double pneumonia. The doctors shake their heads: she is about to die. But wait [the guitar quickens]. Up comes a burly hero marked ‘ERP – the European Recovery Program, the Marshall Plan’. From a gigantic hypodermic needle labelled ‘ERP Penicillin from the USA’, he treats the dying Mariella. She recovers! She marries Giovanni!





Espionage, another old means of war, assumed a new importance during the Cold War. The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) was set up in 1947 partly to co-ordinate information-gathering on the Soviet Union and its allies. In 1954 the CIA oversaw Operation Gold, the construction of a tunnel running from the US sector of Berlin into Soviet-controlled east Berlin. The tunnel allowed British and American engineers to tap coded telecommunications travelling to and from the Soviet Union’s military and intelligence headquarters at Karlshorst. For two years the Americans eavesdropped on the Russians, collecting 1,200 hours of material daily, until the tunnel was stormed by Soviet troops in 1956.


The CIA also conducted secret operations in order to combat communism. In the Italian elections of 1948 the election expenses of the principal non-communist party, the Christian Democrats, were paid by the US government via the CIA. The printing of anti-communist newspapers was subsidised by the Americans, and American grain was distributed to Italian peasants from trucks decorated in the colours of the Christian Democrats. Sometimes America’s secret war against communism assumed more extreme forms. In the 1950s the CIA orchestrated the overthrow of left-wing governments in Iran and Guatemala. In January 1961 a CIA agent, William Harvey, was put in charge of operations for ousting foreign leaders. The programme was known under the euphemistic title of ‘Executive Action’. In 1960 and 1961 the CIA collaborated with the Mafia in an attempt to murder the communist leader of Cuba, Fidel Castro. There is hard evidence of at least eight plots to assassinate Castro. He was a prodigious smoker and one of the plots featured a box of poisoned cigars. Richard Bissell, CIA Deputy Director of Plans, recalled, ‘I believe it was the policy of the time to get rid of Castro and if killing him was one of the things that was to be done in this connection, that was within what was expected’.


The Cold War is now over and forms a distinct era in post-war history. It was punctuated by crises and moments of high danger, but it was also a force for stability in world politics. The period of the Cold War has been called by some historians the ‘long peace’. The following is an important historical fact: the United States and the Soviet Union never met on the battlefield. There were clear parameters to the conflict. Neither side tried or even wanted to invade the territory of the other. Similarly there was no attempt by either side to intervene by force in the other’s sphere of influence. When East Germans rose against Soviet occupying forces in 1953 and Hungarians did the same in 1956, the United States took no action. Even in times of crisis both powers retreated from war. An important factor in the ‘long peace’ was undoubtedly the existence of nuclear weapons. A conventional war between the United States and the Soviet Union could quickly have escalated into an unwinnable nuclear war. In the mid-1950s it was calculated that 65 per cent of the American population would require medical care following a nuclear exchange with the Soviet Union. President Eisenhower commented in 1955, ‘It would literally be a business of digging ourselves out of the ashes, starting again.’ One of the benign consequences of the nuclear age was that it forced both America and the Soviet Union, unlike the great powers of the nineteenth century, to reject war as an instrument of policy against one another. It was simply too risky an option. The Cold War had to be waged by other means.


The Cold War also had a significant impact on the United States. It triggered important changes in the political process. As leaders of a superpower waging a Cold War against communism, American presidents exercised increasing control over the making of foreign policy. The conflict also left scars on American society. The war against communism abroad was paralleled by a war against communism at home. A wave of anti-communist paranoia swept the United States in the early 1950s. On May 3 1950 the people of Mosinee, a small paper-milling town of 1,400 inhabitants in Wisconsin, staged a ‘A Day under Communism’. The town was subjected to a ‘Stalinist’ takeover. The mayor and the local newspaper editor were seized and the paper mill was nationalised. The town police chief was ‘executed’. Restaurants served only potato soup and black bread and motorists were searched at roadblocks. At the end of the day citizens threw mock-Soviet posters on to a bonfire and sang ‘God Bless America’ to remind themselves that they lived in a free and god-fearing nation. By the mid-1950s the ‘Red Scare’ had subsided and had been overtaken by widespread anxiety about the effects both of nuclear testing and an actual nuclear exchange with the Soviet Union. A generation of Americans had to live with the fear of fallout and of nuclear war. Anxiety as well as affluence characterised American society in the 1950s. The economic effects of the Cold War were mixed. The rearmament of America after 1950 created a boom for the defence industry which contributed to overall economic growth. On the other hand, high defence spending caused federal budget deficits. The wealth of the United States meant it could sustain the costs of the Cold War, but even America found the economic burden of superpower status increasingly demanding. There is a detailed discussion of the overall impact of the Cold War on the United States in Chapter 7.




Summary Diagram 
Overview: America and the Cold War 1945–63
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Working on Chapter 1


The purpose of this chapter is to identify some broad themes within the Cold War and to provide a basic introduction to the US foreign policy making process. It might be a good idea to make brief notes on the first section in particular, in order to enhance your understanding of the following chapters. If you do take notes, use the end-of-chapter diagram as a framework. After reading this chapter, you should be able to define the term ‘Cold War’, illustrate some of the key characteristics of the conflict and have some insight into the means used by the United States to wage the Cold War. These are the areas your notes should concentrate on.





2 Origins: The United States and the Beginning of the Cold War 1945–6
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POINTS TO CONSIDER
This is a long and reasonably complex chapter. It is important to understand the causes of the Cold War in order to understand the later stages of the conflict. First think about the conditions which made cold war between the United States and the Soviet Union possible. Take note of the ideological differences between the two sides and their divergent post-war aims. Try to appreciate that the wartime alliance broke down partly because of disagreements on specific issues. Ask yourself how far US actions in 1945 already reflected a growing wariness of the Soviet Union. Then examine changing attitudes towards the Soviet Union within the United States in 1946 and think about their effect on US policy. Finally try to determine the extent of US responsibility for the outbreak of the Cold War.
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KEY DATES
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	1917

	6 November

	Bolsheviks seized power in Russia (October Revolution)






	1933

	17 November

	United States officially recognised the Soviet Union






	1941

	22 June

	Germany invaded the Soviet Union (Operation Barbarossa)






	

	7 December

	Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor






	1943

	28 November

	Big Three met at the Tehran Conference






	1944

	6 June

	D-Day (Allied invasion of German-occupied northern France)






	

	1 July

	Bretton Woods Conference






	

	9 October

	Churchill-Stalin Moscow Conference






	1945

	4 February

	Big Three met at the Yalta Conference






	

	12 April

	President Roosevelt died and was succeeded by Vice President Harry Truman






	

	25 April

	United Nations Charter was issued






	

	5 July

	US recognised communist-dominated Polish Government of National Unity






	

	16 July

	US successfully tested an atom bomb






	

	17 July

	Big Three met at Potsdam Conference






	

	6 August

	US dropped an atom bomb on Hiroshima






	

	9 August

	US dropped an atom bomb on Nagasaki






	
1946


	22 February

	Kennan’s Long Telegram






	

	5 March

	Churchill’s ‘Iron Curtain’ speech






	

	5 April

	Soviet military withdrawal from Iran






	

	6 September

	Secretary of State James Byrnes announced relaxation of US occupation policy in Germany







1 Introduction


The Cold War is now over. But for nearly half a century the Cold War was the dominant feature of the world political landscape. An inquiry into how and why a historical process as complex and wide-ranging as the Cold War happened presents any historian with a formidable task. Ordinary wars begin when two nations engage in mutual organised violence, but the starting point of a conflict like the Cold War is less obvious. The argument of this chapter is that the conflict had discernible long-term causes, such as the historically uneasy relationship between America and Bolshevik Russia and the very different ideas in both countries about the post-1945 world order. Moreover, US-Soviet friendship during the Second World War should perhaps be seen as above all an alliance of convenience whose strongest bond was a common interest in defeating Nazi Germany. Even during the war there were serious strains within the alliance and before the unconditional surrender of Germany in May 1945 those tensions were compounded by further disagreements on specific issues. The most serious division occurred on the question of Poland. Principally as a result of arguments about the political settlement of eastern Europe, US policy-makers in 1945 were already subject to two conflicting attitudes: a desire to continue the wartime partnership with the Soviet Union and a profound suspicion of Soviet post-war ambitions both within Europe and beyond. The ambivalence of US policy in the immediate aftermath of war was soon replaced by new certainties. By 1946 the United States had abandoned a policy of long-term co-operation with the Soviets and committed itself to the containment of Soviet power across the globe. The Soviet Union was seen as an enemy intent on territorial aggrandisement and ultimately world domination. It was in 1946 that the Cold War truly began.


2 The Historical Context
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KEY ISSUE


What were the long-term causes of the Cold War?
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a) America and Russia 1917–41: Opposition and Recognition
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KEY ISSUE


What was the relationship between the United States and the Soviet Union from the October Revolution to Pearl Harbor?
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The origins of the Cold War can be seen to lie in the October Revolution of 1917, when Lenin and his Bolshevik Party seized power in Russia. As Lenin and the Bolsheviks rapidly laid the foundations of a one-party state, the US government watched events with alarm. The Americans had hoped that the overthrow of the Tsar would herald an age of democracy in Russia. Fearful that Bolshevism would spread westwards into the defeated countries of post-First World War Europe, the United States and its allies made half-hearted and unsuccessful attempts to strangle the new Bolshevik regime in its infancy in 1919. American troops intervened briefly on the side of anti-Bolshevik forces in the Russian civil war which lasted from 1918 to 1920.


The hostility of the United States to the world’s first major communist state was grounded in American history and political culture. There was no tradition of left-wing politics in America. Neither of the main parties, the Republicans and Democrats, belonged to the left. Moreover, Marxism–Leninism as practised in Russia was very different from prevailing political ideals in the United States. A strong central state, one-party government, a command economy and a closed society were all at odds with the American belief in limited government, multi-party politics, individual rights, a free enterprise economy and an open society. Supporters of communism were regarded as extremists. When the American Communist Party was founded in 1919, it attracted attention out of all proportion to its size. Its activities were monitored by the federal government and its members were seen as agents of Bolshevik Russia intent on subverting American government from within. In 1919 a ‘Red Scare’ swept America. On the orders of the Attorney General Mitchell Palmer in January 1920 6,000 suspected communists were arrested and imprisoned in January 1920. Many were later deported.


It was not until 1933 that there were formal diplomatic relations between the United States and Soviet Union. Even then the rise of Japan in the Far East was an important factor in President Roosevelt’s decision to recognise the world’s only communist state. Japanese power threatened the national security of both parties. After 1933 Soviet-American relations enjoyed a brief honeymoon but were soon strained by Stalin’s methods of governing the Soviet Union. The ‘show trials’ of 1936, 1937 and 1938 had a particularly adverse impact on American public opinion. The use of fabricated evidence and confessions extracted under torture to sentence Stalin’s political opponents to death was seen as typical of the way communist governments abused their power. Stalin’s reputation suffered further damage when he concluded the Non-Aggression Pact with Hitler in August 1939. Many Americans saw this as the work of two dictators with similar ideas and methods. They ignored the fact that the reluctance of the Western powers to conclude a defensive alliance with the Soviet Union against Nazi Germany had driven Stalin into the arms of Hitler.


In truth the United States had few dealings with communist Russia after the October Revolution. During the inter-war era the Americans broadly pursued a policy of non-intervention outside the Western hemisphere, while the Soviets practised their own brand of isolationism. There was little for the United States or the Soviet Union to agree or disagree about. The potential difficulties that two mutually suspicious countries with very different systems of government and ideologies might experience once they had to negotiate over issues of major importance thus remained hidden. Yet the course of the Second World War would propel the United States into a new and very different relationship with the Soviet Union.


b) The United States and the Soviet Union 1941–4: Co-operation and Conflict
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KEY ISSUE


In what sense were the United States and the Soviet Union both partners and competitors during the war?
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The German invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941 transformed US-Soviet relations. Some Americans felt that Hitler and Stalin were as bad as one another and should be left to fight each other to a standstill. This view was not shared by President Roosevelt. America had not yet entered the war but was committed to the defeat of Nazi Germany. It must therefore help the Soviet Union as an enemy of Germany. In November 1941 America began to send supplies to the Soviet Union under the Lend-Lease Agreement. Under Lend-Lease America loaned the enemies of Germany military equipment for the duration of the war at no cost. The Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor in December 1941 brought America into the war as a belligerent. Japan’s ally, Germany, also declared war on the United States. America was now an official ally of the Soviet Union in the war against Germany, but it was an alliance of necessity brought about by German and Japanese aggression. In the West the new partnership between the United States, Britain and the Soviet Union earned the grandiose title the ‘Grand Alliance’. The Soviet term ‘anti-Hitler coalition’ was perhaps a more accurate description of the new relationship between the three states.


The wartime partnership between America and the Soviet Union was an effective one and achieved its ultimate objective of reducing Germany to unconditional surrender. American and Soviet troops never fought alongside each other but America supplied the Soviet Union with ten million tons of Lend-Lease equipment. A combination of Soviet manpower and American resources defeated the German armies on the eastern front. Between June 1941 and June 1944 93 per cent of German battle casualties were inflicted by the Red Army. The long and bloody war in the east changed American attitudes towards the Soviet Union and its people. In 1943 the American illustrated magazine Life sent a team of reporters to investigate conditions in the Soviet Union. Their report was favourable.




We have done this issue for one chief reason. We can help our readers to see and understand the Russian people. Like the US, the USSR is a huge melting pot, only in a different way. It contains 175 nationalities speaking about 150 languages and dialects. What brought all these people into one sovereign entity was the race of Great Russians, a talkative, aggressive and friendly mass of blond Slavs who have conquered and colonised a sixth of the earth’s land surfaces. They had crossed Siberia and reached the Pacific 300 years ago. They will go anywhere and try anything. They were one hell of a people long before the revolution. To a remarkable degree, they look like Americans, dress like Americans and think like Americans. Today the USSR ranks among the top three or four nations in industrial power. She has improved her health, built libraries, raised her literacy to about 80 per cent and trained one of the most formidable armies on earth. If the Soviet leaders tell us that the control of information was necessary to get this job done, we can afford to take their word for it for the time being.





Yet there were cracks in the Soviet–American alliance. The two sides argued about the opening of a second front against Germany. Stalin wanted the United States and Britain to invade western Europe in order to relieve pressure on the Red Army in the east. As early as 1942 Roosevelt promised a second front but the repeated postponement of plans for an Anglo-American invasion of German-occupied France caused friction. Britain and America meanwhile deployed their armies in North Africa and Italy and delayed an invasion of Normandy until D-Day (6 June 1944). Stalin also feared that America and Britain would conclude a separate peace with Nazi Germany and that the three of them would then turn their forces against the communist Soviet Union. The extent of Soviet wartime espionage in America indicates the depth of Stalin’s mistrust of his wartime partners. There were 349 US citizens or aliens resident in the United States who provided information to Soviet intelligence prior to and during the Second World War. Coded messages sent to Moscow referred to Los Angeles as BABYLON, Roosevelt as KAPITAN and the vast Manhattan Project to build an American atomic bomb as ENORMOZ. Several Soviet agents had infiltrated the Manhattan Project in Los Alamos in New Mexico. Consequently Moscow was able to double- and sometimes even triple-check the data received. One might expect the use of espionage against an enemy state but the Soviets orchestrated a spying operation on a massive scale against an ally.


However, Stalin’s suspicion of his new wartime allies was reciprocated. In 1943 the US Army Signal Intelligence Service started a project codenamed VENONA whose purpose was to crack the Soviet diplomatic code. By 1946 the programme was bearing fruit. Altogether some 2,200 VENONA messages were deciphered. The counter-intelligence dividends were significant. The data was used to track down, amongst others, the Soviet agents Julius (covername ANTENNA) and Ethel Rosenberg who had passed classified information about the bomb to Moscow. Roosevelt had chosen not to share information about the bomb with the Soviets even though British and Canadian scientists were invited to work on the Manhattan Project. Stalin, of course, knew that the Soviets were being denied knowledge of the bomb as the result of penetration of security at Los Alamos by Soviet agents.
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