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Get the most from this book


This book will help you to revise for the Edexcel GCSE in Religious Studies specification. It is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding.


Make a note when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  tested yourself



•  practised the exam questions and gone online to see the answer guidance.





Track your progress


Use the revision planner on pages 4–6 to plan your revision, topic by topic.


You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.
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Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips


Throughout the book there are tips to help you boost your final grade.
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Common mistake


Identifies the typical mistakes candidates make and explains how you can avoid them.
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Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are provided at the back of the book
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Key terms


Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided on the page where they first appear. You can also find them in the Glossary at the back of the book.
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Exam practice


Practice exam questions are provided for each chapter. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Online


Go online to see revision notes for Unit 8 on Judaism, Hinduism and Sikhism at www.therevisionbutton.co.uk/myrevisionnotes.
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INTRODUCTION
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What is GCSE Religious Studies about?


The course aims to:





•  encourage candidates to think through some of the big issues that everyone faces in their adult lives



•  enable candidates to explore religious and moral beliefs so that they can become more sure of their own beliefs and explain them clearly to others



•  develop candidates’ awareness of other people’s beliefs and the nature of the society in which they live



•  give candidates the understanding, knowledge and skills to enable them to live as responsible citizens in Britain’s multi-ethnic, multi-faith society.





What is covered in GCSE Religious Studies?


Edexcel offers sixteen units for GCSE Religious Studies and candidates must study two of these to gain a full GCSE. This guide covers Unit 2 Religion and life based on a study of Christianity, and Unit 8 Religion and society based on a study of Christianity and at least one other religion.


Each unit is divided into four sections. For Unit 2, these are:





•  Believing in God



•  Matters of life and death



•  Marriage and the family



•  Religion and community cohesion.





For Unit 8, they are:





•  Rights and responsibilities



•  Environmental and medical issues



•  Peace and conflict



•  Crime and punishment.





For Unit 2 and Section 1 of Unit 8, you should revise all the topics. For Unit 8 Sections 2, 3 and 4, for the topics which say ‘one religion other than Christianity’, you need only revise one religion from Islam, Judaism, Hinduism or Sikhism.


If you have studied either Judaism, Hinduism or Sikhism at school, you can find the revision notes for these on the website: www.therevisionbutton.co.uk/myrevisionnotes


How does the assessment work?


Each unit has a separate exam lasting 1 hour 30 minutes. The exam paper is divided into four sections, with two questions on each section, and you are expected to answer one question from each section.


Each question has the same format:





•  Part a) is a 2-mark question on the key terms – so you need to learn all the key terms and their meanings.



•  Part b) is a 4-mark question asking what you think about one of the issues you have studied – so you need to say whether or not you agree and give two developed reasons for your opinion.



•  Part c) is an 8-mark question testing your understanding by asking you to explain something – so you need to give four good reasons and use specialist vocabulary (the key words and the specialist terms on pages 104–7).



•  Part d) is a 6-mark question requiring you to evaluate a statement – so you need to say what your opinion is and give three reasons for your opinion, then you need to give three reasons why some people may disagree with you. Either your opinion, or the opposite one, must be religious with religious reasons.





Up to 4 marks will be awarded for your spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPAG) in your answer to Section 1 of both exam papers. This means you should take extra care with your spelling and make sure you use full stops and capital letters. You should use paragraphs if your answers to parts c) and/or d) are long.


How to deal with the exam paper





1 When you go into the exam hall and find your desk, your exam paper should be face up on the desk. Before you are allowed to open the paper, you can complete the front cover by:







    •  writing your surname in the first top box


    •  writing your first names in the adjoining box (if there is not enough room, write initials for names that will not fit)


    •  writing your centre number (this will be on display in the hall) in the first box below


    •  writing your personal exam number (you will receive this from your school before the exam) in the adjoining box.







    It is important that you get all of these completely correct, otherwise someone else may get your mark and grade!



2 When you are told to start, make a note of the time. You have 22 minutes per question (you could work on – part a) 2 minutes, part b) 4 minutes, part c) 9 minutes, part d) 7 minutes). You should try not to go beyond this as you will lose marks on Section 4 if you run out of time.



3 Start on Section 1 by choosing one of the questions–either the whole of question 1 (parts a, b, c, d) or the whole of question 2 (parts a, b, c, d). You should decide on which question to choose by whether you can do parts c) and d) as these are worth 14 marks of the 20 available.



4 Make sure you read the question carefully before you answer it and highlight key words such as why, how, some, others, choose one religion other than Christianity.



5 Make sure you put a line through the box beside the question you have chosen at the top of the first answer page. Your answers will be scanned and put onto a website, and the examiner will only be marking specific questions. If you do not indicate which question you have answered, your answer may not be marked.



6 Make sure that you use sentences, full stops, capital letters and paragraphs and take extra care with your spelling in your answers to Section 1.



7 If you run out of space, ask for a supplementary sheet of paper. The scanner does not pick up any writing outside the margins.



8 If you have any time left:







    •  check that you have answered every part of each question


    •  go through your answers to Section 1, and check the spelling (especially of key words and specialist vocabulary) and punctuation (especially your use of full stops and capital letters)


    •  go through each part d) answer, checking that you have three reasons for each point of view and that at least one point of view is religious, and add extra reasons if necessary.







Countdown to my exams
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6–8 weeks to go





•  Start by looking at the specification available from www.edexcel.com. Make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner on pages vi–viii to familiarise yourself with the topics.



•  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you group your notes into topics.



•  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.



•  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.
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4–6 weeks to go





•  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the exam tips, common mistakes and key terms. Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book and checking the answers at the back of the book.



•  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.



•  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the exam practice questions provided in this book.



•  Try different revision methods. For example, you can make notes using mind maps, spider diagrams or flash cards.



•  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.
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One week to go





•  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.



•  Check out the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.



•  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, he or she is an expert at preparing people for examinations.
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The day before the examination





•  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders, for example the exam tips, common mistakes and key terms.



•  Check the time and place of your examination.



•  Make sure you have everything you need – extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water, sweets.



•  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examinations.
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Unit 2 Religion and life through Christianity


Section 1 Believing in God
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Topic 2.1.1 Religious upbringing


In a Christian upbringing, Christian parents are likely to:





•  have their babies baptised, which is when they promise to bring up their children to be good Christians



•  teach their children to believe in God



•  teach their children to pray to God



•  take their children to worship God in church



•  send their children to a Church school.





A religious upbringing may lead to, or support, belief in God because:





•  children tend to believe their parents who will have told them about God



•  Christians pray to God; children will believe that God exists because their parents would not waste their time praying to nothing



•  seeing so many people worshipping God when they go to church will make children believe God exists



•  children will be taught that God exists when they go to Sunday school, or Church school, and will believe it because their teachers tell them it is true.





Evaluation of religious upbringing


Some people think a religious upbringing is a good thing because it:





•  helps to keep a family together because parents and children join together for religious activities



•  gives children an understanding of what is right and wrong, and gives them good morals



•  gives children a sense of belonging and community, giving them emotional stability.





Other people think a religious upbringing is a bad thing because it:





•  means children are brought up following a religion they have not chosen



•  can take away a child’s human right to freedom of religion



•  can reinforce and continue religious prejudices which are harmful to society.
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Now test yourself





1 Why might going to church make children believe in God?



2 Name two things Christian parents do to fulfil their promises at baptism.



3 Give one reason for thinking a religious upbringing is a good thing.



4 Give one reason for thinking a religious upbringing is a bad thing.





Answers on page 108
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Topic 2.1.2 Religious experience


A religious experience is something which makes a person believe they have been in contact with God. This can take one of several forms:





•  The numinous is a feeling of the presence of God, such as when people are in a religious building, in a beautiful place or looking up at the stars on a clear night, and are filled with the awareness that there is something greater than them, which they feel to be God.



•  Conversion is used to describe an experience of God, which is so great that the person experiencing it wants to change their life or religion and commit themselves to God in a special way.



•  A miracle is an event that seems to break all the laws of science, and when people look for an explanation they can’t find one and so they believe the only possible explanation is God.



•  Prayer is a way for religious believers to make contact with God. If the person praying feels that God is listening to their prayer, then they are likely to believe that God exists.
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Key terms


Numinous – the feeling of the presence of something greater than you.


Conversion – when your life is changed by giving yourself to God.


Miracle – something which seems to break a law of science and makes you think only God could have done it.


Prayer – an attempt to contact God, usually through words.
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Evaluation of religious experience


People who believe religious experience proves God exists may use these arguments:





•  If you become aware of a presence greater than you in a numinous experience, you will think that God must exist.



•  If you experience something that seems to break all the laws of science, the only explanation is God so he must exist.



•  If a person prays and their prayer is answered (for example, when someone prays for a sick loved one to recover and they do) God must exist.





People who think it does not prove God exists may use these arguments:





•  A numinous experience is caused by your surroundings, whether a church or the stars, and may have nothing to do with God.



•  All miracles can be explained; for example, Jesus may not have been dead when he was taken down from the cross and so he just recovered rather than rising from the dead.



•  There are more unanswered prayers than answered ones, so unanswered prayers surely prove God does not exist.
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Common mistake


Students often write about going to church/baptisms/weddings/funerals as a religious experience. You only get marks for this if you show clearly how they involved contact with God.
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Now test yourself





1 What is prayer?



2 What does numinous mean?



3 What is a miracle?



4 What is conversion?





Answers on page 108





[image: ]





Topic 2.1.3 The argument from design


Design means making a plan to produce something. For example, a car is made to the plan of the designer, and looking at any part of the car makes you think the car has been designed.


Many religious believers have looked at the world and seen that the way the universe works makes it look as if it has been designed. Some scientists also see evidence of design in the process of evolution where complex life forms develop from simple ones. From this they have developed the argument from design:





•  Anything that has been designed needs a designer.



•  There is plenty of evidence that the world has been designed (laws of science such as gravity and magnetism, DNA being a blueprint for life, etc.).



•  If the world has been designed, the world must have a designer.



•  The only possible designer of the universe would be God.



•  Therefore the appearance of design in the world proves that God exists.





Evaluation of the argument from design


Many religious believers think the design argument proves God’s existence because:





•  there is plenty of evidence that the universe has been designed (for example, laws of science, DNA, evolution)



•  if something has been designed, it must have a designer



•  only God could design something as wonderful as the universe.





Therefore God must exist.


Non-believers think the argument from design does not prove God exists because:





•  no designer would have created destructive things like volcanoes, earthquakes, etc.



•  science can explain the appearance of design without needing God



•  the argument does not explain how such creations as dinosaurs could have been part of a design plan for the world



•  even if the argument worked, it would only prove that the universe has a designer, not that the God of a particular religion exists.





[image: ]






Exam tip


Students often do not give enough reasons in part d) questions. You need to give three reasons for your opinion and three reasons for why some people may disagree with you.
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Now test yourself





1 What have many religious believers and scientists developed from looking at the way the universe works?



2 Give two examples a religious believer might use as evidence that the universe has been designed.



3 What do non-believers claim can explain why the universe appears to be designed?



4 What do non-believers think would never have been created by a good designer?





Answers on page 108
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Topic 2.1.4 The argument from causation



Causation is the process of one thing causing another. For example, a driver pressing the brake pedal causes the effect of the car slowing down.


Religious people use causation to prove God’s existence in this way:





•  Cause and effect seem to be a basic feature of the world. Whatever we do has an effect. If I do my homework (cause), I will please my parents and/or teachers (effect). Modern science has developed through looking at causes and effects, and scientific investigations seem to show that any effect has a cause and any cause has an effect.



•  This means that the universe, the world and humans must have had a cause.



•  God is the only logical cause of the universe.





Therefore God must exist.


Evaluation of the argument from causation


Many religious people think the argument from causation proves God’s existence because:





•  the argument makes sense of ourselves and the universe because it explains how and why we are here



•  the argument fits in with our common sense; we cannot believe that something can come from nothing and the argument shows that everything came from God



•  the argument fits in with science, which tells us that every effect has a cause and so the universe (an effect) must have a cause (God)



•  we believe that things must have started off – they must have a beginning – and the argument explains that God started off the universe.





Many non-religious people think the argument from causation does not prove God’s existence because:





•  if everything needs a cause then God must need a cause – why should the process stop with God?



•  it is possible that matter itself is eternal and so was never created; that would mean that the process of causes could go back forever



•  just because everything in the universe needs an explanation does not mean the universe needs an explanation; the universe could just have been there forever



•  even if there was a First Cause it would not have to be the God of any particular religion; it could be good, evil, a mixture of good and evil, several gods, etc.
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Exam tip


Make sure that you explain why some people disagree with the causation argument when answering an evaluation question.
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Now test yourself





1 What is causation?



2 What does science teach about causation?



3 Who do believers think is the First Cause of the universe?



4 What do non-believers think the causation argument means that God would need?





Answers on page 108
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Topic 2.1.5 Scientific explanations of the world


Science explains how the world came into being in this way:





•  Matter is eternal.



•  About 15 billion years ago, the matter of the universe exploded in a Big Bang.



•  As the matter of the universe flew away from the explosion it formed stars and solar systems (the Red Shift Effect is evidence for this).



•  The gases on the Earth’s surface produced primitive life whose genetic structure led to the evolution of new life forms and eventually humans.





How Christians respond to scientific explanations





1 Many Christians believe that the scientific explanations are true. However, they believe only God could have made the Big Bang at exactly the right microsecond to form the universe, and that God made the laws of science needed to form solar systems and life on Earth. Therefore science needs God.



2 Some Christians believe that all the evidence for the Big Bang and evolution can be explained by Noah’s Flood and Apparent Age theory, so the Bible is right.



3 Some Christians believe that both the scientific explanations and the Bible are correct, because the main points of the Bible story fit with science, but one of God’s days in the creation story could be billions of years.





Evaluation of scientific explanations of the world


Some people think the scientific explanation proves that God does not exist because:





•  if God existed, he would be the only explanation of the world, but science can explain the world and humans without God



•  there is no evidence that the Big Bang was caused by God



•  an omnipotent and omniscient God would not have created the world in such a wasteful, evil way.
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Key terms


Omnipotent – the belief that God is all-powerful.


Omniscient – the belief that God knows everything that has happened and everything that is going to happen.
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Some Christians believe the scientific explanation does not disprove God because:





•  only God could have made the Big Bang at exactly the right microsecond to form the universe



•  only God could have made the laws of science needed to form solar systems.





Other Christians believe the scientific explanation does not disprove God because:





•  they believe the Bible account of creation is true



•  they believe both the Bible and science could be correct.





[image: ]






Exam tip


Read the questions carefully and try to relate them to what you know. For example, ‘Explain why some scientists think creation does not need God’ simply means ‘What is the scientific explanation of the world?’
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Now test yourself





1 When did the Big Bang happen?



2 What proves the universe is still expanding?



3 What was needed to form solar systems and life on Earth?



4 What do some Christians believe can be explained by Noah’s Flood and Apparent Age?





Answers on page 108
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Topic 2.1.6 Unanswered prayers and belief in God



Unanswered prayers can lead a person to become an agnostic or an atheist because of the following reasons:





•  If people say their prayers in church and at home, but never feel the presence of God when they pray, they may feel there is no God listening to them. The feeling that no one is listening to their prayers leads them to agnosticism, or even atheism.



•  If someone prays for something good to happen, like a child to be cured of cancer or for the end of human suffering in wars, droughts, etc, and their prayers are not answered, then they may think God does not exist because, if he did, he would not let such things happen.
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