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Introduction


Your daughter’s wedding is without doubt one of the biggest days in her life – and one of the biggest days in yours. It’s a momentous and joyful occasion, and yet for many a father of the bride it’s a day that is significantly marred by one thing: the looming dread of having to stand up in front of assembled family and friends to give their speech.


You’re bound to be feeling the pressure of getting your speech just right. This can be enough to ensure that it’s at the back of your mind throughout the day until you’ve got it over with. By that time you’ll have missed out on enjoying the build-up, the ceremony, the arrival at the reception venue and the wedding breakfast.


Shouldn’t you be able to enjoy giving your speech rather than just trying to get through it with your dignity intact and your lunch still in your stomach? What if it was something you actually looked forward to doing?


By preparing thoroughly – fully understanding what’s involved and how you are likely to feel on the day – you can turn giving your speech from something you endure into something you relish. By writing your speech carefully and perfecting its delivery, learning how to control your nerves (and even use them to your advantage) and getting your audience relaxed and on your side, your speech can become a highlight of your day and a cherished memory for your daughter.


This book shows you how.


‘There are only two types of speakers in the world – 1. The nervous and 2. Liars.’


Mark Twain




1 So, you have to make a speech?


‘Unaccustomed as I am…’


Whether or not you are used to public speaking, giving the father of the bride’s speech at your daughter’s wedding is something for which you need to prepare specifically. It’s of huge importance, both to you and to your daughter, and something at which you only get one chance.


You therefore simply have to get it right first time. Prepare your speech thoroughly, however, and you can enjoy it too.


[image: image]


 • Your daughter is depending on you to give a great speech…


 


This chapter highlights the most important elements to concentrate on when you know you’re going to have to make the speech:


[image: image]    initial preparations


[image: image]    the first six things to do right now


[image: image]    your role on the day


[image: image]    consulting the bride and groom


[image: image]    when you will need to give your speech


[image: image]    the people you will have to thank and toast.


You have to get it right first time
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Initial preparations


Whether you are a seasoned veteran of public speaking or this will be your first time, some key factors will set this occasion apart.


[image: image]    It will be one of the most important speeches you’ll ever give.


[image: image]    The sense of occasion will add to the pressure.


[image: image]    You’ll feel responsible to your daughter and her new husband to do it well.


[image: image]    You’ll be in front of family and friends, who may be:
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