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About the Author


Prolific and much-loved author of Ballet Shoes, among many other books, Noel Streatfeild was born in 1895, a daughter of the Bishop of Lewes and a great-granddaughter of the prison reformer Elizabeth Fry. After a rebellious childhood, she worked in a wartime munitions factory before going to RADA and becoming an actress for ten years. Her first six novels were for adults, but she was persuaded to re-work The Whicharts (1931) as a novel for children, and wrote many more after that. Streatfeild, who never married, led a busy London literary life and, by the time she died in 1986, had written over eighty books as well as three volumes of autobiography.
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About the Book


A treasury of inspiration for every February baby . . .


Find out why you might give your February baby a name to do with water, what is meant by a gift of cinquefoil, violets, and primroses, and who your baby shares their birthday with – could it be Charles Darwin, Abraham Lincoln or Renoir?


Much-loved author Noel Streatfeild originally launched this series of month-by-month baby books in 1959. Recently rediscovered, each little book arrives complete with gorgeous illustrations, and includes:


- suggested names and games for babies born in each month


- characteristics of your baby according to their zodiac sign


- famous babies who share your baby’s birthday


- quotations and rhymes to fit every aspect of babyhood


. . . and much more.


With a lively introduction by Noel Streatfeild, each adorable book in this series is a pleasure to read, and an object to treasure.









This book contains examples of historical cures and home remedies. These are included for historical interest only and should not be followed. If your child is unwell, consult a doctor or other medical professional. Neither the author nor the publisher accept any liability for any loss or damage caused by the application of any of the information or suggestions in this book.
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THE baby has arrived. Telephones have buzzed, letters and telegrams have streamed in. The baby’s father and relations are exhausted with answering questions. How much does baby weigh? How is the mother? Has baby any hair? Who does baby take after? Then at last the news is passed round for which the friends have been waiting. Visitors are allowed. The question now arises, what present shall I take?


Flowers have been arriving since the baby was born. Though it is delicious to be surrounded with flowers when in a hospital or nursing home, it is possible while there to have too many flowers, which never happens in the home. It is, too, possible to try the patience of even the sweetest natured probationer nurse when you hand her the fifteenth bunch, saying, ‘Would you put these in water, please.’
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February is a difficult month for flowers. There are of course daffodils, narcissi, and anemones from the Scilly Isles and Cornwall, and if you can pay for them luxurious great bunches of lilac, sheaves of carnations, and armloads of irises from the Dutch flower markets. But most visitors looking for a present find that what they can afford makes rather a mere little bunch. So what else?
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