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INTRODUCTION


When Donald J. Trump launched his campaign for president in 2015, I laughed at the idea. If there’s one thing I knew about Americans, it’s that they wanted their presidents to be dignified, intelligent, and black. Trump had none of these qualities. Even worse, Trump had tweets!





Years and years of tweets, thousands of them, on everything from why Diet Coke doesn’t work to the fact that he is “just not a fan of sharks.” Who would vote to give the nuclear codes to a man who had tweet-demanded that Robert Pattinson dump Kristen Stewart?


But as Trump’s campaign grew into the movement that would sweep him into the White House, I realized that the opposite was true. Trump’s Twitter account didn’t disqualify him. It humanized him. Here was a man who didn’t filter his statements through focus groups or polling consultants—he said what we were all thinking. Or, at least, what he was all thinking. Like how “The worst show in Las Vegas, in my opinion, is @pennjillette. Hokey garbage. New York show even worse!” It’s what Americans needed to hear, and Donald Trump was the only presidential candidate saying it.


We at The Daily Show realized that we must honor this archive of presidential thoughts. Thus was born The Donald J. Trump Presidential Twitter Library, a curated collection of Trump’s most profound and revealing tweets that allowed everyday Americans to literally walk through the President’s mind. After successful openings in New York, Chicago, San Francisco, and Los Angeles, the Library now takes form in this keepsake book, so that you, dear reader, can cherish the experience in the comfort of home.


Please read these tweets in the spirit in which they were composed: with an open heart and with legs straddling the toilet of your choice.
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FOREWORD


Late on the afternoon of Monday, June 30, 1941, Franklin D. Roosevelt spoke at the dedication of his newly constructed presidential library at Hyde Park, New York, the first of its kind in American history. “To bring together the records of the past … where they will be preserved for the use of men and women in the future, a Nation must believe in three things,” President Roosevelt told the crowd. “It must believe in the past. It must believe in the future. It must, above all, believe in the capacity of its own people so to learn from the past that they can gain in judgment in creating their own future.”
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