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Different seasons bring warm or cool weather; snow or extreme heat; 






wet, windy weeks or dry, dusty days; and even big weather events like 






super storms and twisting tornadoes. Some seasons have stretched-out 






days with lots of sunlight, while others have very little light and much 






shorter days. 






The Earth’s northern and southern hemispheres experience opposite 






seasons. When a country in Europe is celebrating the holiday season 






with snow angels and hot chocolate, a country like Australia is in the 






middle of summer, where festivities might be at the beach with plenty 






of sunscreen handy!






Some cultures divide their year into six or more seasons that mark subtle 






changes in weather, but in certain tropical regions there are no more 






than two seasons: wet and dry. In most cities around the world the year 






is divided into four seasons: spring, summer, autumn and winter.






Throughout history people have welcomed new seasons with important 






rituals. Plenty of these traditions continue today, as changes in weather 






bring different occasions to celebrate and activities to enjoy all year round 






in many of the world’s cities. 






What do the seasons look like in your city?





























Spring takes us from the cold days of winter into the hot days 


of summer. During springtime temperatures gradually rise.


While animals come out of hibernation, many of us also start to spend 


more time outdoors. New leaves unfurl and buds on trees, which have 


been patiently waiting for the arrival of the warmer weather, begin to 


bloom into ﬂ owers. 


In lots of cultures the arrival of spring is celebrated with ﬂ ower 


festivals, and it has always been an important time for growing food, 


with crops sown in readiness for harvest later in the year. Spring is 


a great season to try growing your own ﬂ owers or herbs from seed.


With so much growth and change, spring is often described as the 


season of new beginnings and of starting fresh. It’s also a good time 


to ‘spring clean’ your home!



























After the short, dark days of winter, springtime in the Netherlands’ 


capital of Amsterdam is a burst of colour. 


The season is known for tulips, with the Tulip Festival brightening 


up the streets and gardens for the whole of April. The goal of the 


festival is to grow one tulip for every Amsterdammer. That’s 


800 000 tulips blooming around the city!  


In the same month, Amsterdam holds Koningsdag, or King’s Day – 


a huge celebration of the Dutch King where everyone gets the 


day off school or work and dresses in the national colour, orange. 


Tompouce (cream-filled pastries) are even decorated with bright 



orange icing. The city turns into one giant street party – the canals 


are packed with boats and a citywide ﬂ ea market fills all the public 


spaces. If you’ve done your spring cleaning, this can be your chance 
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Discover the changing seasons
throughout the year, from Sydney


























