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Why we love plants
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This book is the product of a cross-country plant friendship. A few years ago, we began independently documenting our daily plant musings with photographs on Instagram. We captured everything from how to drill a drainage hole in a second-hand coffee mug to the new leaf emerging on a Monstera deliciosa. We knew each other at first only as our Instagram usernames @cleverbloom (Erin) and @plantingpink (Morgan). We sealed our online friendship by trading plant cuttings in the post. From Florida, Morgan sent a Pilea peperomioides to Erin. From Oregon, Erin returned the favour with a Chain of hearts (Ceropegia woodii). Despite being about as far away from each other as we could be in the contiguous United States, our shared love for greenery grew. Eventually, that bond inspired us to create the online community House Plant Club, where people around the world share their plants with each other using the hashtag #houseplantclub.


Through House Plant Club, we have answered thousands of questions about plant care and identification, and it is in that vein that we decided to write this book. We believe raising plants can be an easy and rewarding hobby. Whether you are a seasoned green thumb with hundreds of houseplants or a newbie succulent lover with a thing for Echeverias, there’s something in this book for you. We’ve filled it with our best tips and tricks, our very favourite plants, and some fun projects to try along the way. And, just as we were before this book, we’re only a DM away over on Instagram if you get stuck trying to decide whether you brought home a Philodendron or Epipremnum.


While we’ve been actively sharing our plant passions online for only the past few years, we’ve both been ‘plant people’ for decades and inherited that trait from the plant people who came before us. Neither of us is a botanist or biologist, but we know a thing or two about how to raise a houseplant and we’ve designed this book to walk you through how to do it too. We believe a house comes to life when you bring plants into it. Whether you want a few succulents on a windowsill or a bathroom full of Begonias, we will help you source, nurture and propagate your plants so that they will love you back.


Erin and Morgan






GREEN UP YOUR SPACE
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Let’s go plant shopping! Whether online or in person at your local garden centre, be a savvy shopper. Learn how to assess your conditions before you bring home your new botanical beauties. That way, when you find yourself in a garden centre, you won’t bring home something that wouldn’t thrive in your space. Don’t have an amazing garden centre in your area? Don’t worry—online plant sellers offer just as much variety (if not more!), and you can shop from the comfort of your own home.


CALATHEA ORNATA / ACANTHOCEREUS TETRAGONUS






Consider your space before you shop


To set yourself up for success, consider your space before bringing a plant into it. It’s heartbreaking to purchase the perfect plant only to bring it home and watch it waste away because it’s not in an ideal environment.


Lighting


Evaluate your indoor lighting situation by determining which direction the available sunlight comes from. Also, consider light obstructions such as blinds and curtains, houses, tall buildings or fences. Knowing when your space is brightest and shadiest, as well as how far back into a room the sunlight reaches, will guide you in determining where to place your plants.


We live 3,000 miles apart from each other and we often talk about the weather and sunlight differences between Portland, Oregon, and Tampa, Florida. Depending on the season and where you live, different parts of the year can bring more or less intense sunlight. This will vary geographically, but it is another thing to consider when deciding where you can put plants in your home. In Florida, the winter sun shines directly into south-facing windows. Morgan moves her plants a few metres further away from the window to avoid the intense heat and direct rays. Erin’s husband, Tim, made a wooden shelf for her hanging plants and it occupies a west-facing window that gets good light from the afternoon and evening sun.




East- and north-facing windows get more diffused sunlight so are typically best for low-light plants. The hospitable zone for these windows is smaller because less light comes in and spreads through the space. Because of this, you may need to use the windowsill, or a plant stand directly next to the window, to provide your plant with enough light. Succulents and cacti probably won’t thrive in these spaces, but many plants can and will, including certain ivies, ferns and Sansevieria.


Creating the ideal conditions


Use what you know about your space to select houseplants that will thrive in your conditions. If you don’t have a lot of room, a plant that has a big footprint, like a Monstera deliciosa, might not be for you, but another plant in the same family, such as Monstera adansonii, can give you the same tropical vibe while remaining smaller. Succulents and cacti will put up with dry air, while tropical plants typically want things on the humid side. This isn’t to say you can’t keep a Begonia alive if you live in a dry place (because you may be able to supplement with a humidifier!), but if you can mimic a plant’s natural environment it will be happier and healthier in the long run.
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