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Jack Frost’s Ode

Each goody-goody fairy pest

Says ‘Never cheat’ and ‘Try your best’.

Their words should end up in the bin.

To be the best you have to win!

I’ll steal and cheat to find a way

Of winning every game I play,

And when the world is at my feet

They’ll see it’s always best to cheat!
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“Where am I?”

For a moment, when Rachel Walker opened her eyes, she was confused. Then she heard the distant shush-shush of the waves on the shore, and the strident squawk of seagulls. Of course! She was in the pretty seaside town of Port Pearl, where she and her school friends were taking part in the Gold Medal Games, the biggest schools’ sports competition in the country. Luckily her best friend Kirsty Tate’s school was competing too, so they could enjoy the fun together.

“Yesterday was the best,” Rachel whispered with a smile.

She sat up and looked around the youth hostel dormitory that she was sharing with her classmates. They were all fast asleep. A large gold medal was hanging on the end of Shanti Sharma’s bed. Shanti had won the surfing competition yesterday, and everyone from Tippington School was very proud of her. Today was the skateboarding competition, and Rachel was already feeling too excited to go back to sleep.

She slipped out of bed and quietly pulled on her shorts and T-shirt. She felt sure that Kirsty would already be down by the sea. After checking with her teacher, she headed down to the beach behind the hostel. Sure enough, her best friend was paddling in the shallows.

“Isn’t this gorgeous?” Kirsty said, twirling around with her arms outstretched. “I couldn’t stay in bed a minute longer.”
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Rachel pulled off her sandals and waded into the cool water.

“I dreamed about surfing and skateboarding and fairies all night long,” she said with a giggle. “Let’s go and see the skatepark. I can’t believe that we’re going to be jumping off the ramps and doing tricks there in a few hours.”

“I don’t think I will be,” said Kirsty, laughing. “I definitely spend more time sitting on the ground than standing on my skateboard!”
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They put on their shoes and headed up the beach towards the sand dunes.

“Wasn’t it fun meeting Layne yesterday?” said Rachel. “I wonder if we’ll see Riley the Skateboarding Fairy today.”

As well as competing in the Gold Medal Games, the girls had shared an amazing fairy adventure. They had saved Layne the Surfing Fairy’s magical surfboard from Jack Frost, who had disguised himself as a surfer called Lightning Jack and nearly ruined the first Gold Medal Games competition. In a fury, Jack Frost had sent his goblins to steal special things from the other Gold Medal Games Fairies. If they had succeeded, today’s skateboarding competition might be in big trouble.
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