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Why Braid Rugs?



Grandmother Stone’s big braided rug in the parlor was a true conversation piece.


Matriarch of a large family, she remembered the source of each strip of wool in the rug, the person who had worn the garment first, and the person who had worn it after it had been “made over.”


She could (and often did) recall exactly when the children had worn a garment (“John wore that coat when he was in the second grade. It was that very cold winter, and he had the croup.”) and some incidents of that period connected with person involved. Looking at the orderly handiwork in that rug was to her like leafing through a photograph album. Each piece of cloth had its story, some humorous, some sad, with the sadness softened by the years.


Braiding rugs is an ideal hobby for men and women. There are no expensive lessons on how to braid. It is good for idle moments, and even five or ten minutes can be productive time. You have an opportunity to show your artistic talents in combining colors in intriguing patterns. You have the deep satisfaction of making something valuable from what many would call worthless rags. Remember: Waste not, want not. All this and the most practical of results, a rug that is lasting and that will win words of admiration from your family and guests.


And, if you braid in some strips from garments with memories attached, you too will braid a rug that is much more than a rug to you. Let Nancy Bubel show you how in the following pages.
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Braiding Rugs



The craft of rug braiding, like so many other good things, is rooted in necessity. Americans of an earlier day found that they could use what they had—in this case, “rags” of worn clothing, to create the rugs they needed for warmth in the drafty floors of their inefficiently heated homes.


Braided rugs have never really gone out of “style” (whatever that is!), but today there are more reasons than ever for using this time-honored craft to produce the rugs we need for our homes.


[image: image] Anyone can do it. Braiding and lacing, preceded by some cutting and sewing, are the only skills needed.


[image: image] Recycling used goods into a new and useful form saves both our personal pocketbooks and the energy expenditure of the larger community.


[image: image] The rugs fit well into any room—kitchen, bedroom, living room, den, dining room, hallway—even stairway.
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