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      INTRODUCTION

      
      
      The birth of the ‘beautiful game’

      
      Football, in some form or another, has been played since the days of the Ancient Greeks and Romans. Association Football -
         or soccer, as Americans prefer to call it has been played since the mid-19th century. Such is the historical depth of the
         game that many of our Top 10 lists can draw on 150 years of statistics: the Sheffield Club, founded in 1857, which currently
         plays in the UniBond Division One South League, is the oldest continuous Association Football club in the world. Following
         the formation of the English Football Association in 1863, the rules of the game were standardized and have changed very little
         since. Some essential improvements, such as the crossbar and goal nets have been added, and the offside rule introduced, but
         the pitch and the principles of the game have not changed significantly since those early years.
      

      
      
      A world game

      
      In the development of any sport, there has to be some form of challenge or competition. Football now stages many high-profile
         competitions for clubs and countries alike, with the world’s oldest competition, the FA Cup, starting in 1871 (see 10 FA Cup
         facts on page 138). This was followed by the world’s first league competition, the Football League, in 1888. Both have prompted
         a number of lists in this book but because the British spread the football word around Europe and South America, league and
         cup competitions evolved across the world. (As in many sports, from cricket to tennis, England paved the way for other countries
         to follow suit and they often became better at it than the founders.) We have accordingly followed this in presenting a range
         of global Top 10 lists.
      

      
      
      European neighbours

      
      With the advent of accessible air travel in the 1950s it became possible to stage European football club events. In the same
         era, as increasing numbers of homes had a television, football fans could revel in the wizardry of players such as Ferenc
         Puskás and Alfredo di Stéfano. The Hungarian national side and Spanish club side Real Madrid introduced British fans, previously
         fed on a staple diet of two fullbacks, three halfbacks and five forwards, to a new and breathtaking style of flowing football.
         The advent of global television coverage has meant that fans can watch the world’s greatest players from Italy, Spain and South America on a regular basis, many having moved to England to ply their trade, with winning the
         Champions League the ultimate aspiration of every football manager. Take a look at the Top 10 clubs in European competitions
         list on page 91 to get a definitive overview of the most successful clubs in Europe. Because of the popularity of the European
         game globally, we have devoted a major section of the book to European club football.
      

      
      
      Back home

      
      An entire section of the book is deservedly devoted to the Premier League, now the most popular league in the world. Because
         of the vast amount of money injected into it from television rights, clubs can afford to buy the best players in the world,
         many of whom have become national heroes. As their fans have come to expect to see the finest footballers, so every four years,
         as the World Cup comes around, there is a rush to buy players who have made their name on the world stage, provided their
         club is sufficiently fortunate or wealthy to secure such a star. The presence of these overseas players continues to mean
         that the Premier League is regarded as the best league in the world.
      

      
      
      Something for everyone

      
      Football offers so much to so many: you can watch a Sunday morning game in a local park, see Accrington Stanley play in the
         Football League, visit the ‘Theatre of Dreams’ to watch Manchester United or attend a cup final at Wembley. We have tried
         to make the range of Top 10 lists as diverse as the sport itself and hope there is something for everyone, not just the fans
         of the big clubs, but also the smaller ones on whom the game relies so much. Do you know which club has the smallest ground
         in Britain? Take a look at the list on page 233 and you will find out. As well as many surprising statistics and little-known
         facts, this book contains a wide selection of definitive lists and also a collection of more subjective lists about which
         you may argue - after all, who is to say who are the 10 greatest players of all time? See page 286 for our opinion.
      

      
      This book will help to answer pub quiz questions and may be used as a source for questions in the future. So, if you are ever
         asked ‘Which club has the longest name in Welsh League football?’, you know where to look...
      

      
      
      
      About the authors

      
      Russell Ash was born on precisely the same day as Fabio Capello and is the godson of Everton and Welsh international T. G.
         ‘Tommy’ Jones (1917-2004) - although his attendance at a strictly rugby-playing school proved a hindrance to the development
         of his footballing interests. He has been compiling Top 10 of Everything, which contains numerous football lists, annually since 1989, as well as many related books, including Top 10 of Sport, his previous collaboration with Ian Morrison.
      

      
      Ian Morrison had a trial with Stoke City in the summer of 1964, but failed because the trainer would not allow him to play
         in his glasses. A sports statistics fanatic, he has been compiling records since receiving the aptly named Maurice Golesworthy’s
         Encyclopaedia of Association Football as a Christmas present in 1956. He has written or co-written over 80 books on sports ranging from boxing to American football,
         snooker to motor racing, as well as The Hamlyn Encyclopedia of Soccer.

   

      
      TOP 10 WORLD CUP COUNTRIES
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            	Country
            
            	Tournaments
            
            	Pl
            
            	W
            
            	D
            
            	L
            
            	F
            
            	A
            
            	Pts*
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Brazil
            
            	18
            
            	92
            
            	64
            
            	14
            
            	14
            
            	201
            
            	84
            
            	206
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Germany/
West Germany
            
            	16
            
            	92
            
            	55
            
            	19
            
            	18
            
            	190
            
            	112
            
            	184
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Italy
            
            	16
            
            	77
            
            	44
            
            	19
            
            	14
            
            	122
            
            	69
            
            	151
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Argentina
            
            	14
            
            	65
            
            	33
            
            	13
            
            	19
            
            	113
            
            	74
            
            	112
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	England
            
            	12
            
            	55
            
            	25
            
            	17
            
            	13
            
            	74
            
            	47
            
            	92
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	France
            
            	12
            
            	51
            
            	25
            
            	10
            
            	16
            
            	95
            
            	64
            
            	85
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	Spain
            
            	12
            
            	49
            
            	22
            
            	12
            
            	15
            
            	80
            
            	57
            
            	78
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	Sweden
            
            	11
            
            	46
            
            	16
            
            	13
            
            	17
            
            	74
            
            	69
            
            	61
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	Netherlands
            
            	8
            
            	36
            
            	16
            
            	10
            
            	10
            
            	59
            
            	38
            
            	58
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Russia/USSR
            
            	9
            
            	37
            
            	17
            
            	6
            
            	14
            
            	64
            
            	44
            
            	57
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      Up to and including the 2006 World Cup

      
      * Based on three points for a win and one point for a draw. Matches resolved on penalties are classed as a draw for the purpose
         of this table
      

      
      Brazil are the only country to have played in every World Cup, winning the tournament a record five times (1958, 1962, 1970,
         1994 and 2002). Italy have won it four times (1934, 1938, 1982 and 2006). Other winners are Germany/West Germany with three,
         Argentina and Uruguay with two each and England and France with one win each.
      

      
      
   

      
      TOP 10 WORLD CUP GOALSCORERS
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            	Player/country
            
            	Year(s)
            
            	Goals
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	
Ronaldo Brazil
            
            
            	1998/2002/06
            
            	15
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	
Gerd Müller West Germany
            
            
            	1970/74
            
            	14
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	
Just Fontaine France
            
            
            	1958
            
            	13
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	
Pelé Brazil
            
            
            	1958/62/66/70
            
            	12
            
         

         
         
            
            	5 =
            
            	
Sándor Kocsis Hungary
            
            
            	1954
            
            	11
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	
Jürgen Klinsmann Germany
            
            
            	1990/94/98
            
            	11
            
         

         
         
            
            	7 =
            
            	
Helmut Rahn West Germany
            
            
            	1954/58
            
            	10
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	
Teófilio Cubillas Peru
            
            
            	1970/78
            
            	10
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	
Grzegorz Lato Poland
            
            
            	1974/78/82
            
            	10
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	
Gary Lineker England
            
            
            	1986/90
            
            	10
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	
Gabriel Batistuta Argentina
            
            
            	1994/98/2002
            
            	10
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	
Miroslav Klose Germany
            
            
            	2002/06
            
            	10
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      1930-2006

      
      Fontaine’s 13 goals in the 1958 finals is a record for one tournament.

      
      
   

      
      BEHIND THE RECORD
- RONALDO’S RECORD HAUL

      [image: image]

      
      Ronaldo made his debut for Brazil in a friendly against Argentina in 1994 and shortly afterwards was drafted into the Brazilian
         squad for the 1994 World Cup, although he never played. He went on to play for Brazil on 97 occasions, scoring 62 goals -
         15 of them in the World Cup. His record-breaking World Cup goals were scored as follows:
      

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	1998 World Cup - France
            
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	Date
            
            	Stage
            
            	Opponents
            
            	Venue
            
            	Result
            
            	Goals
            
         

         
         
            
            	16 Jun
            
            	Group
            
            	Morocco
            
            	Nantes
            
            	won 3-0
            
            	1
            
         

         
         
            
            	27 Jun
            
            	Last 16
            
            	Chile
            
            	Paris
            
            	won 4-1
            
            	2*
            
         

         
         
            
            	07 Jul
            
            	Semi-final
            
            	Holland
            
            	Marseille
            
            	drew 1-1†
            
            	1
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	2002 World Cup - South Korea and Japan
          
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	Date
            
            	Stage
            
            	Opponents
            
            	Venue
            
            	Result
            
            	Goals
            
         

         
         
            
            	03 Jun
            
            	Group
            
            	Turkey
            
            	Ulsan
            
            	won 2-1
            
            	1
            
         

         
         
            
            	08 Jun
            
            	Group
            
            	China
            
            	Seogwipo
            
            	won 4-0
            
            	1
            
         

         
         
            
            	13 Jun
            
            	Group
            
            	Costa Rica
            
            	Suwon
            
            	won 5-2
            
            	2
            
         

         
         
            
            	17 Jun
            
            	Last 16
            
            	Belgium
            
            	Kobe
            
            	won 2-0
            
            	1
            
         

         
         
            
            	26 Jun
            
            	Semi-final
            
            	Turkey
            
            	Saitama
            
            	won 1-0
            
            	1
            
         

         
         
            
            	30 Jun
            
            	Final
            
            	Germany
            
            	Yokohama
            
            	won 2-0
            
            	2
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	2006 World Cup - Germany
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	Date
            
            	Stage
            
            	Opponents
            
            	Venue
            
            	Result
            
            	Goals
            
         

         
         
            
            	22 Jun
            
            	Group
            
            	Japan
            
            	Dortmund
            
            	won 4-1
            
            	2
            
         

         
         
            
            	27 Jun
            
            	Last 16
            
            	Ghana
            
            	Dortmund
            
            	won 3-0
            
            	1
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      * Including one penalty
† Won on penalties, Ronaldo scored

      
      
   


      TOP 10 PLAYERS WITH THE MOST APPEARANCES IN THE WORLD CUP

                  [image: image]


      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	 
            
            	Player/country
            
            	Years
            
            	Appearances
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	
Lothar Matthaüs West Germany/Germany
            
            
            	1982/86/90/94/98
            
            	25
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	
Paolo Maldini Italy
            
            
            	1990/94/98/2002
            
            	23
            
         

         
         
            
            	3 =
            
            	
Uwe Seeler West Germany
            
            
            	1958/62/66/70
            
            	21
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	
Wladislaw Zmuda Poland
            
            
            	1974/78/82/86
            
            	21
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	
Diego Maradona Argentina
            
            
            	1982/86/90/94
            
            	21
            
         

         
         
            
            	6 =
            
            	
Grzegorz Lato Poland
            
            
            	1974/78/82
            
            	20
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	
Cafu Brazil
            
            
            	1994/98/2002/06
            
            	20
            
         

         
         
            
            	8 =
            
            	
Wolfgang Overath West Germany
            
            
            	1966/70/74
            
            	19
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	
Berti Vogts West Germany
            
            
            	1970/74/78
            
            	19
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	
Karl-Heinz Rummenigge West Germany
            
            
            	1978/82/86
            
            	19
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	
Ronaldo Brazil
            
            
            	1998/2002/06
            
            	19
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      Up to and including the 2006 World Cup

      
      Cafu is the only player to have played in three World Cup final matches: in 1994, 1998 and 2002.

      
      
   

      
      TOP 10 WORLD CUP MATCH ATTENDANCES
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            	Match
            
            	Venue
            
            	Year
            
            	Attendance
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Brazil vs. Uruguay
            
            	Rio de Janeiro
            
            	1950
            
            	199,854*
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Brazil vs. Spain
            
            	Rio de Janeiro
            
            	1950
            
            	152,772
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Brazil vs. Yugoslavia
            
            	Rio de Janeiro
            
            	1950
            
            	142,409
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Brazil vs. Sweden
            
            	Rio de Janeiro
            
            	1950
            
            	138,886
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	Mexico vs. Paraguay
            
            	Mexico City
            
            	1986
            
            	114,600
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	
Argentina vs. West Germany (final)
            
            
            	Mexico City
            
            	1986
            
            	114,590
            
         

         
         
            
            	7 =
            
            	Argentina vs. England
            
            	Mexico City
            
            	1986
            
            	114,580
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Mexico vs. Bulgaria
            
            	Mexico City
            
            	1986
            
            	114,580
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	Argentina vs. Belgium
            
            	Mexico City
            
            	1986
            
            	110,420
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Mexico vs. Belgium
            
            	Mexico City
            
            	1986
            
            	110,000
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      Up to and including the 2006 World Cup
* The number of people inside the Maracanã Stadium - although the number of paying spectators is given as 172,772

      
      The attendance for the Brazil versus Uruguay match in 1950 is the highest of all time for a soccer match. At this tournament
         there was no official final, the tournament winner was decided by a round-robin competition. This match was one of the last
         two matches to be played and was the decisive tie.
      

      
      The biggest crowd outside Mexico or Brazil was that of 98,270 at Wembley Stadium at the 1966 World Cup for England’s game
         against France.
      

      
      
   

      
      TOP 10 GOALSCORERS IN ‘A SINGLE WORLD CUP
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            	Player
            
            	Country
            
            	Year
            
            	Goals
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Just Fontaine
            
            	France
            
            	1958
            
            	13
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Sándor Kocsis
            
            	Hungary
            
            	1954
            
            	11
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Gerd Müller
            
            	West Germany
            
            	1970
            
            	10
            
         

         
         
            
            	4 =
            
            	Ademir*
            
            	Brazil
            
            	1950
            
            	9
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Eusébio
            
            	Portugal
            
            	1966
            
            	9
            
         

         
         
            
            	6 =
            
            	Guillermo Stábile
            
            	Argentina
            
            	1930
            
            	8
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Ronaldo
            
            	Brazil
            
            	2002
            
            	8
            
         

         
         
            
            	8 =
            
            	Leonidas da Silva†
            
            	Brazil
            
            	1938
            
            	7
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Jairzhino
            
            	Brazil
            
            	1970
            
            	7
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Grzegorz Lato
            
            	Poland
            
            	1974
            
            	7
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      Up to and including the 2006 World Cup
* Some sources quote Ademir as scoring only eight goals as one of his goals against Spain was dubious, some believing it was
         an own goal by Parra; but FIFA, who previously credited it as an own goal, now credit it to Ademir
      
† Leonidas was originally credited with four goals in the 6-5 win over Poland, but FIFA have now officially awarded one of
         them to Perácio
      

      
      
   

      
      TOP 10 HIGHEST WORLD CUP SCORES*

      [image: image]

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	 
            
            	Winners/losers
            
            	Date
            
            	Score
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Australia vs. American Samoa
            
            	11 Apr 2001
            
            	31-0
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Australia† vs. Tonga‡
            
            	09 Apr 2001
            
            	22-0
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Iran vs. Guam
            
            	24 Nov 2000
            
            	19-0
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Iran† vs. Maldives
            
            	02 Jun 1997
            
            	17-0
            
         

         
         
            
            	5 =
            
            	Tajikistan vs. Guam
            
            	26 Nov 2000
            
            	16-0
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Fiji vs. Tuvalu
            
            	25 Aug 2007
            
            	16-0
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	Vanuatu† vs. American Samoa
            
            	29 Aug 2007
            
            	15-0
            
         

         
         
            
            	8 =
            
            	New Zealand vs. Fiji
            
            	16 Aug 1981
            
            	13-0
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Australia vs. Solomon Islands
            
            	11 Jun 1997
            
            	13-0
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Fiji vs. American Samoa
            
            	07 Apr 2001
            
            	13-0
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Bermuda vs. Montserrat
            
            	29 Feb 2004
            
            	13-0
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      Up to and including qualification for the 2010 World Cup
* All in qualifying matches
† Away team
‡ Away fixture but played on Australian soil

      
      Australia again beat American Samoa five days after their record win in 2001 but on this occasion by only 11-0. In three matches
         within just seven days Australia scored a staggering 64 goals without conceding any. Archie Thompson scored a World Cup qualifications
         and finals record 13 goals in the 31-0 win over American Samoa. The highest score in the World Cup finals was in 1982 when
         Hungary beat El Salvador 10-1.
      

      
      
   

      
      10 GREAT WORLD CUP MATCHES

      [image: image]

      
      1 Brazil 6 Poland 5 1938, Strasbourg, France
      
This first-round match saw Brazil lead 3-1 at half-time. They were 4-3 ahead with just two minutes remaining before Willimowski
         completed his hat-trick. Brazil raced to a 6-4 lead in extra time thanks to a fourth goal from Leonidas* and one from Romeo.
         Willimowski then also netted his fourth goal, but it was too late as Brazil ran out winners.
      

      
      2  West Germany 3 Hungary 2 1954, Bern, Switzerland
      
Hungary led 2-0 within just eight minutes gone but with just 20 minutes on the clock the scores were level thanks to goals
         from Morlock and Rahn. It stayed like that until the 84th minute when Rahn picked up a loose ball and raced goal-wards before
         shooting past goalkeeper Grosics from the edge of the penalty area.
      

      
      3  England 4 West Germany 2 1966, London, England
      
The Germans opened the scoring on 12 minutes in the final when Haller beat Banks. England equalized six minutes later when
         Geoff Hurst opened his account. With just 12 minutes to go, Peters scored the goal many thought had won the cup for England
         but, in the dying seconds of time, Weber stabbed home a clumsy goal. Extra time witnessed one of the World Cup’s most controversial
         moments when Hurst’s shot hit the crossbar and came back out but the referee, after consultation with his linesman, awarded
         the goal to make it England 3 West Germany 2. Hurst added a fourth and completed his hat-trick in the closing minutes.
      

      
      4  Italy 4 West Germany 3 1970, Mexico City, Mexico
      
Five of the seven goals in this semi-final came in extra time. Italy scored from Boninsegna on the 7th minute and defended
         that lead until two minutes into injury time when Schnellinger struck for the Germans. Five minutes into extra time Müller
         put Germany in the lead for the first time. That was the start of a remarkable 16 minutes. Burgnich equalized and then Riva
         put the Italians back in front. With ten minutes to go, Müller equalized but virtually from the restart Rivera restored Italy’s
         lead at 4-3 and that is how it stayed.
      

      
      5  Brazil 4 Italy 1 1970, Mexico City, Mexico
      
This is widely regarded as the greatest World Cup final, with Pelé playing in his second World Cup final and giving another
         majestic performance. Pelé opened the scoring. Boninsegna brought the teams level just before the interval. Gérson put Brazil
         back in front in the 65th minute. Jairzinho scored 20 minutes from time to become the first man to score in every round of
         the World Cup. Alberto scored Brazil’s fourth.
      

      
      6  Italy 3 Brazil 2 1982, Barcelona, Spain
      
In this final match of Group C Rossi scored his first goal of the tournament after just five minutes. Socrates equalized on
         12 minutes but Rossi restored Italy’s lead in the 25th minute. Falcão brought the scores level with 22 minutes to go before Rossi completed his hat-trick after 85 minutes. In the dying minutes, Zoff brought off a great save but the Brazilians claimed
         the ball was over the line. The referee said it wasn’t and it was Italy who progressed to the semis.
      

      
      7  West Germany 3 France 3 (Germany won on penalties) 1982, Seville, Spain This was the best match of the 1982 World Cup. A goalkeeping error allowed
         Littbarski to put Germany ahead in the 18th minute but Platini equalized from the penalty spot nine minutes later. That was
         the last goal in normal time. Trésor volleyed the French in front after two minutes of extra time and that lead was extended
         to 3-1 in the 98th minute thanks to Giresse. Rummenigge pulled one back after 102 minutes before Fischer made it 3-3 two minutes
         from the end and so it was down to penalties. At 4-4 in the shoot-out Schumacher saved from Bossis and it was Hrubesch who
         scored the winner for the Germans.
      

      
      8  Belgium 4 USSR 3 1986, León, Mexico
      
This last 16 match came to life in the 27th minute when Belanov put the Soviets ahead. Belgium equalized in the second half
         through Scifo before a second strike from Belanov put the USSR back in front. Six minutes later Ceulemans brought the scores
         level at 2-2. After ten minutes of extra time Belgium led for the first time through Demool and in the second half of the
         extra period they extended their lead through Claesen. A minute later Belanov converted a penalty but it wasn’t enough.
      

      
      9  France 1 Brazil 1 (France won on penalties) 1986, Guadalajara, Mexico
      
France had the better of the early play in this quarter-final but it was Careca who gave Brazil the lead in the 18th minute.
         In the 41st minute Platini became the first man to score past Brazil goalkeeper Carlos in 401 minutes of play. In the 70th
         minute the legendary Zico was brought on and four minutes later he had a chance to put Brazil in front from the penalty spot
         but his kick was saved by Bats. Extra time was played but it came to penalties. Socrates missed the first kick for Brazil
         and after France converted they were always in front.
      

      
      10 Romania 3 Argentina 2 1994, Pasadena, USA
      
This second-round meeting was the best game of the tournament. Dumitrescu and Hagi were the inspiration behind the Romanian
         team and it was the former who put the Europeans ahead in the 11th minute. Batistuta brought the sides level from the penalty
         spot five minutes later. But Dumitrescu scored his second on 18 minutes. Romania extended their lead in the 58th minute when
         Hagi found the net. Balbo pulled one back for the Argentinians in the 75th minute but it wasn’t enough and Romania hung on
         for a memorable win.
      

      
      * FIFA later took one of Leonidas’s goals away from him, crediting him with three instead of four goals. They credited his
         second goal, scored in the 44th minute, to Perácio
      

      
      
   

      
      10 GREAT WORLD CUP GOALS
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      1 Pelé
Brazil vs. Sweden, 29 Jun 1958, Stockholm, Sweden
Aged only 17, this was Pelé’s first World Cup. He scored his first goal in the quarterfinals against Wales, followed it with
         a hat-trick in the semi-final win over France and now, in the final against the hosts, he was to net two more goals. The first
         was an act of sheer brilliance when he collected the ball on his chest, controlled it, rounded his man and volleyed home from
         close range.
      

      
      2  Carlos Alberto
Brazil vs. Italy, 21 Jun 1970, Mexico City, Mexico
Brazil had already wrapped up the 1970 final by the time Carlos Alberto scored his memorable goal. Leading 3-1 with just four
         minutes to go, thanks to goals from Pelé, Gérson and Jairzinho, the move leading to the goal started with some close passing
         down the left before the ball was pushed to Pelé in the middle of the park. Spotting Carlos Alberto coming up on the right,
         Pelé slid the ball into his path for him to smash the ball into the goal. It was Carlos Alberto’s only World Cup goal.
      

      
      3  Archie Gemmill
Scotland vs. Holland, 11 Jun 1978, Mendoza, Argentina
To qualify for the next phase Scotland had to beat Holland by three clear goals in the final group game and as one Scottish
         fan put it: ‘Where are we going to find three Dutchmen prepared to score own goals?’ Holland scored first from the penalty
         spot before Kenny Dalglish and Archie Gemmill, also from the penalty spot, made it 2-1 to the Scots before Gemmill brilliantly
         beat three defenders and then fooled the goalkeeper with a swerving shot into the corner of the net. However, that three-goal
         advantage never came as Holland scored a second with 19 minutes to go.
      

      
      4  Arie Haan
Holland vs. Italy, 21 Jun 1978, Buenos Aires, Argentina
Holland went into this match knowing a win would put them into their second successive World Cup final. But an own goal in
         the 19th minute of a bad-tempered match saw Italy lead at half-time. Holland were level early in the second half and that
         final place was secured in the 75th minute when Haan finished off a move he had started in his own half, blasting the ball
         past the experienced Dino Zoff for the match winner.
      

      
      5  Manuel Negrete
Mexico vs. Bulgaria, 15 Jun 1986, Mexico City
Playing in front of 114,000 fans on home soil was inspiration enough for Mexico to progress from this second-round clash and
         Manuel Negrete certainly played to the crowd with a dramatic opening goal in a 2-0 win. Playing a neat one-two with Aguirre,
         Negrete finished off the move with a spectacular acrobatic overhead kick from outside the penalty area that flew into the
         net.
      

      
      
      6  Diego Maradona
Argentina vs. England, 22 Jun 1986, Mexico City
Having disgraced himself with one of the most controversial goals in World Cup history early in the second half of this quarter-final
         match when he punched the ball into the net in the famous ‘hand of God’ goal, Maradona went on to score what many regard as
         the greatest ever World Cup goal just four minutes later. He picked up the ball near the halfway line and made a great solo
         run towards goal, beating a total of five England players before putting the ball past the England goalkeeper, Peter Shilton.
      

      
      7  Diego Maradona
Argentina vs. Belgium, 25 Jun 1986, Mexico City
Three days after his wonder goal against England, Diego Maradona was at it again in the semi-final against Belgium. Having
         scored Argentina’s opening goal in a 2-0 win, his second was reminiscent of the goal against England. He picked up the ball
         inside the Belgian half and waltzed through the defenders to slot it home for another wonderful individual goal.
      

      
      8  Roberto Baggio
Italy vs. Czechoslovakia, 19 Jun 1990, Rome, Italy
In scoring Italy’s second goal in a 2-0 group match win over Czechoslovakia, Roberto Baggio suddenly became Italy’s new ‘favourite
         son’. Carrying a £7.7 million price tag on his head, he showed just why he was so highly valued when he gathered the ball on
         the halfway line and worked a one-two with Giannini before striding through the defence for a great individual goal.
      

      
      9  Saed Al-Owairan
Saudi Arabia vs. Belgium, 29 Jun 1994, Washington, USA
A goal similar to Maradona’s second against England. Al-Owairan picked up the ball deep in his own half after just five minutes
         and went on a great solo run, beating five Belgium players before eventually netting past goalkeeper Michel Preud’homme. It
         was the only goal of the game and it sent Saudi Arabia through to the second round.
      

      
      10 Dennis Bergkamp
Holland vs. Argentina, 04 Jul 1998, Marseille, France
Going into this quarter-final clash, Argentina had conceded only four goals in their previous ten games. However, Holland
         soon made it five when they opened the scoring in the 12th minute. Six minutes later Argentina were level and that is how
         it stayed until the 90th minute, when Bergkamp came up with a wonder goal. He collected the ball from a long pass from Frank
         de Boer, controlled it and then volleyed it into the net.
      

      
      
   

      
      TOP 10 MOST-WATCHED WORLD CUPS
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            	Host country
            
            	Year
            
            	Average attendance
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	USA
            
            	1994
            
            	68,991
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Brazil
            
            	1950
            
            	60,773
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Germany
            
            	2006
            
            	52,384
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Mexico
            
            	1970
            
            	52,311
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	England
            
            	1966
            
            	50,458
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	Italy
            
            	1990
            
            	48,411
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	West Germany
            
            	1974
            
            	46,684
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	Mexico
            
            	1986
            
            	46,297
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	France
            
            	1998
            
            	43,517
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Argentina
            
            	1978
            
            	42,374
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      Up to and including the 2006 World Cup

      
      Since its launch in 1930, a total of 31,120,885 spectators have watched the 708 matches in the World Cup final stages, an
         average of 43,956 per game. The worst-attended finals were in Italy in 1934, when the 17 matches were watched by 395,000 -
         an average of 23,235 per game.
      

      
      
   

      
      THE 10 LATEST FATHERS AND SONS TO PLAY
IN THE WORLD CUP
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            	Father
            
            	Year(s)
            
            	Son
            
            	Year(s)
            
            	Country
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1 =
            
            	Roy Andersson
            
            	1978
            
            	Daniel Andersson
            
            	2002/06
            
            	Sweden
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Miguel Reina
            
            	1966
            
            	Pepe Reina
            
            	2006
            
            	Spain
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Anders Linderoth
            
            	1978
            
            	Tobias Linderoth
            
            	2002/06
            
            	Sweden
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Miguel Ángel Alonso
            
            	1982
            
            	Xabi Alonso
            
            	2006
            
            	Spain
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Wlodzimierz Smolarek
            
            	1982/86
            
            	Euzebiusz Smolarek
            
            	2006
            
            	Poland
            
         

         
         
            
            	6 =
            
            	Cesare Maldini
            
            	1962
            
            	Paolo Maldini
            
            	1990/94/98/2002 Italy
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Jean Djorkaeff
            
            	1966
            
            	Youri Djorkaeff
            
            	1998/2002
            
            	France
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Pablo Forlan
            
            	1966/74
            
            	Diego Forlan
            
            	2002
            
            	Uruguay
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Jan Verheyen
            
            	1970
            
            	Gert Verheyen
            
            	1998/2002
            
            	Belgium
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Julio Montero Castillo
            
            	1970/74
            
            	Paolo Montero
            
            	2002
            
            	Uruguay
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Roy Andersson
            
            	1978
            
            	Patrick Andersson
            
            	1994/2002
            
            	Sweden
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Cha Bum-Kun
            
            	1986
            
            	Cha Du-Ri
            
            	2002
            
            	South Korea
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      Up to and including the 2006 World Cup

      
      Mario Pérez played for Mexico in the 1970 finals; his grandfather Luis played in the first finals in 1930.

      
      
   

      
      10 WORLD CUP UPSETS
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      1 Cuba 2 Romania 1 1938, Toulouse, France
      
Cuba held Romania to a 3-3 draw after extra time in the first game and sensationally dropped their star goalkeeper Carvajeles
         for this replay but his replacement Ayra did equally well. Despite trailing 1-0 at half-time, second-half goals from Socorro
         and Maquina secured the win. This was Cuba’s first World Cup and they qualified only because Mexico withdrew from their qualifying
         group.
      

      
      2  USA 1 England 0 1950, Belo Horizonte, Brazil
      
When the result of this match was wired around the world there were many who thought that a ‘1’ had been omitted and England,
         with players of the calibre of Billy Wright, Tom Finney, Stan Mortensen and Wilf Mannion, had won 10-1 but it was the American
         part-timers who created the greatest World Cup upset of them all thanks to a goal from ‘Larry’ Gaetjens in the 37th minute.
      

      
      3  North Korea 1 Italy 0 1966, Middlesbrough, England
      
North Korea were making their World Cup debut in 1966 and anything less than a win against Italy in their final group game
         would have meant their going home. But the impossible happened and it was the Italians who flew home in disgrace and to much
         abuse from their own fans. The Korean win was secured following a goal from Pak Doo-Ik in the 41st minute. In the quarter-finals
         the Koreans nearly caused a bigger upset when after 22 minutes against Portugal they led 3-0, before succumbing to the magic
         of Eusébio, eventually losing 5-3.
      

      
      4  East Germany 1 West Germany 0 1974, Hamburg, West Germany
      
This was the first ever meeting between East and West Germany and the West Germans, as reigning European champions, were clear
         favourites to win this battle until a goal from Sparwasser ten minutes from time won it for the East Germans. Both teams qualified
         for the next phase, with West Germany going on to lift the trophy.
      

      
      5  Algeria 2 West Germany 1 1982, Gijón, Spain
      
Under new manager Jupp Derwall, West Germany had won the 1980 European Championship and they went into the 1982 World Cup
         as 3-1 favourites. Algeria, playing in their debut World Cup match, were 1000-1 outsiders. At the El Molinón Stadium in Gijón,
         Spain, Algeria took the lead after 54 minutes before Karl-Heinz Rummenigge equalized on 68 minutes. The surprise was rounded
         off a minute later when Belloumi scored the winning goal.
      

      
      
      6  Northern Ireland 1 Spain 0 1982, Valencia, Spain
      
Northern Ireland had to win to guarantee qualification to the second group stage and their opponents and hosts could afford
         the luxury of a defeat but by no more than a single goal. The Spaniards had been nervous throughout the tournament and when
         Gerry Armstrong scored the goal of his career one minute into the second half the Irish had to defend their lead, which they
         succeeded in doing despite playing with ten men for the last 30 minutes after Mal Donaghy was sent off.
      

      
      7  Spain 5 Denmark 1 1986, Querétaro, Mexico
      
Denmark were one of the favourites for the tournament after winning all three of their first-round group matches, including
         a 6-1 win over Uruguay and 2-0 defeat of West Germany. Spain had been hit by injury and illness and few gave them a chance
         in this second-round game, particularly after Denmark opened the scoring after 33 minutes. Spain equalized two minutes before
         half-time through Butragueño. In the second half Spain scored four more, three of them from Butragueño.
      

      
      8  Cameroon 1 Argentina 0 1990, Milan, Italy
      
The opening game of the 1990 tournament saw defending champions Argentina play Cameroon, who were playing in only their second
         World Cup. The Africans were reduced to ten men in the 60th minute when Kana Biyik was sent off but five minutes later his
         brother Omam Biyik rose to head home the match winner after a goalkeeping blunder. Cameroon ended the match with just nine
         men.
      

      
      9  Bulgaria 2 Germany 1 1994, East Rutherford, USA
      
Germany looked odds-on to reach their fourth consecutive World Cup final in 1994 when they were drawn against Bulgaria in
         the last eight. When Lothar Matthäus gave them the lead just after half-time a semi-final place was looming but then two goals
         in three minutes from Stoitchkov and Letchkov gave the Bulgarians a surprise win.
      

      
      10 Senegal 1 France 0 2002, Seoul, South Korea
      
The 2002 World Cup produced several shock results but none bigger than this opening match between the defending champions,
         France, and Senegal, making their World Cup debut. The only goal of the game was scored after 30 minutes by Papa Bouba Diop,
         who played for Portsmouth in the 2008 FA Cup final. France were eliminated after finishing bottom of their group.
      

      
      
   

      
      10 WORLD CUP HEROES
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      1 Alan Ball
The England squad for the 1966 World Cup was full of household names including Gordon Banks, Bobby Moore, the Charlton brothers
         and Jimmy Greaves. But the man who turned out to be England’s hero, particularly in the final against West Germany, was the
         right-winger Alan Ball. He played brilliantly for 120 minutes and won the hearts of the nation. The youngest member of the
         England squad at 21 with just ten caps to his name at the start of the tournament, he instantly established himself as one
         of the real heroes of 1966.
      

      
      2  Antonio Carbajal
At the age of 37 Mexican goalkeeper Antonio Carbajal bowed out of World Cup football after a 0-0 draw with Uruguay at Wembley
         Stadium in 1966. It was only his 11th World Cup game, but those appearances had stretched over five tournaments going back
         to 1950. In that time he conceded a then record 25 goals and was only once on the winning side. He has since been joined in
         the record books by Germany’s Lothar Matthäus who has also played in five World Cups.
      

      
      3  Just Fontaine
Although known for his 13 goals in the 1958 tournament not many people realize just how prolific he was. In 21 matches in
         total for the French national side Moroccan-born Fontaine scored 30 goals. The 13 that he scored in the 1958 World Cup is
         a record for a single tournament. His World Cup haul included a hat-trick against Paraguay and four against the defending
         champions West Germany in the third-place play-off match.
      

      
      4  Joseph Gaetjens
For more than half an hour of their Pool Two match in 1950, the USA had to endure one England attack after another from the
         likes of Stan Mortensen, Tom Finney and Wilf Mannion. But they withstood the pressure and then, after 37 minutes, Haitian-born
         ‘Larry’ Gaetjens glanced in a cross from Walter Bahr to give the USA a lead that they held on to in one of the biggest World
         Cup upsets of all time.
      

      
      5  Lucien Laurent
Twenty-three-year-old Lucien Laurent is not a household name in world football but on 13 July 1930 he claimed his own piece
         of World Cup immortality when, 19 minutes after the start of France’s game against Mexico in Montevideo, a powerful shot from
         the French inside-left beat goalkeeper Bonfiglio to make him the first person to score a goal in the World Cup.
      

      
      6  Roger Milla
In their first World Cup in 1982 Cameroon were eliminated after drawing their three group games but the Africans left an impression
         on the tournament. One of the stars of the Cameroon side was Roger Milla, who was 30 when he made his World Cup debut. When
         Cameroon next qualified, in 1990, Milla was aged 38 and his four goals helped Cameroon to the quarter-finals, each of his goals celebrated with the now-popular dance around the corner flag.
         Four years later in the USA he played his last World Cup game at the age of 42 years and 39 days to became the oldest ever
         World Cup footballer and also the oldest World Cup goalscorer.
      

      
      7  Pak Doo-Ik
As World Cup shocks go, North Korea’s 1-0 win over Italy at Middlesbrough in 1966 ranks among the biggest of all. On paper,
         the Italians should have trounced the tiny Koreans but they never banked on the spirit and determination of their opponents
         and 34 minutes into the game Pak Doo-Ik wrote his name into World Cup folklore as the man who scored the goal that beat the
         Italians. A corporal in the North Korean army at the time, he was promoted to sergeant after the championship.
      

      
      8  Pelé
Pelé is probably the best-known name in world football but that was not the case at the 1958 World Cup when the 17-year-old
         was seen on the world stage for the first time. He opened his World Cup account with the only goal of the game that defeated
         Wales in the quarter-finals. He then gave a dazzling display and scored three against France in the semis and added two more,
         including a wonder goal in the final against Sweden. That was the last time Pelé was an unsung hero. After that he was simply
         a hero.
      

      
      9  Pickles
Had it not been for a mongrel called Pickles the victorious England team of 1966 may not have collected the Jules Rimet Trophy.
         Prior to the World Cup the trophy was on display at the Westminster Central Hall in London but it was stolen on Sunday 20
         March 1966. Pickles came to the rescue by finding it a week later in the garden of a house at Beulah Hill, Norwood, South
         London. Pickles, now a national hero, and his owner, Thames lighterman David Corbell, received a reward of £6,000.
      

      
      10 Paolo Rossi
Prior to the 1982 World Cup Paolo Rossi had been banned from football for three years (later reduced to two) following a betting
         scandal. He returned just before the World Cup but his lacklustre performances in the group games left many Italians questioning
         his inclusion in the squad. Little did they know what was to come. In the quarter-final round-robin matches Italy were grouped
         with Argentina and Brazil. Italy beat Argentina and then Rossi burst into life against Brazil, scoring a hat-trick in a 3-2
         win. He then scored both the goals in a 2-0 win over Poland in the semi-final and the first goal in Italy’s 3-1 win over West
         Germany in the final. Rossi’s World Cup exploits won him the European Footballer of the Year and World Player of the Year
         awards for 1982.
      

      
      
   

      
      10 FACTS ABOUT THE SIR THOMAS LIPTON TROPHY - THE ‘FIRST WORLD CUP’

      [image: image]

      
      1 The Lipton Trophy is often regarded as the ‘First World Cup’ and was contested on just two occasions, both in Turin, Italy,
         in 1909 and 1911.
      

      
      2 The trophy was donated by Sir Thomas Lipton, a Scot who became a self-made millionaire and founder of the Lipton Tea Company.

      
      3 Thomas Lipton always wanted a British representative in his tournament but the English FA declined to nominate a team. It
         is believed that an employee of Lipton’s used to be a referee in the Northern League and he was responsible for finding West
         Auckland as the British representative.
      

      
      4 Only four teams competed in each tournament, and West Auckland Town and the hosts, FC Turin, are the only teams to have
         played in both tournaments.
      

      
      5 West Auckland won both tournaments, beating FC Winterthur of Switzerland 2-0 in the 1909 final and Juventus of Italy 6-1
         in the 1911 final.
      

      
      6 After winning the trophy for a second time West Auckland were allowed to retain the trophy and in 1974, while being held
         at the West Auckland Workingmen’s Club, it was stolen and never recovered. An exact replica was made.
      

      
      7 The West Auckland players had to raise the money themselves to finance the trip to Turin for the first Lipton Cup, many
         pawning possessions in order to do so.
      

      
      8 After returning from the 1911 tournament, the West Auckland team was in debt because of the cost of getting to Italy and
         needed to raise £40 quickly. They received a loan from Mrs Lancaster, the landlady of the Wheatsheaf Hotel, the team’s headquarters.
         She kept the trophy as collateral and it was not until 1960 that the club bought it back from her for £100, when it went on
         display at the Eden Arms.
      

      
      9 The story of the ‘First World Cup’ was told by Tyne Tees Television in 1981 in a film called A Captain’s Tale starring Dennis
         Waterman and Tim Healy.
      

      
      10 Lipton also donated another football trophy, the Copa Lipton, which was contested by Argentina and Uruguay 29 times between
         1905 and 1992.
      

      
      
   

      
      SIR THOMAS LIPTON

      
      Sir Thomas Lipton (1850-1931) hailed from Glasgow and went on to become one of the most famous tea merchants the world has
         known.
      

      
      After a succession of jobs he saved enough money for his own passage to New York when he was still only 15 years of age. He
         returned four years later after learning about the grocery trade. He worked in his parents’ shop before eventually opening
         his first shop on his 21st birthday. He was a master of promotion, which included such stunts as releasing giant pigs into
         the streets of Glasgow emblazoned with the slogan ‘I’m going to Lipton’s, the best shop in town for Irish bacon’.
      

      
      His business grew to four shops in the Glasgow area and by 1882 he had spread further afield to Dundee, Edinburgh, Paisley
         and into England, at Leeds. After further expansion, he ventured into the tea market, which is where he enlarged his fortune
         into vast wealth.
      

      
      Lipton was noted for his philanthropy, often handing out cheques to help feed the poor of Glasgow and following the Ibrox
         Park disaster in 1902, he sent financial support to the families of the victims.
      

      
      He had an association with many sports, and Lipton Trophies were presented for sailing, horse racing, cricket and association
         football. He had a passion for yachting, and regularly sailed with the Prince of Wales (later Edward VII) and challenged five
         times for the America’s Cup between 1899 and 1930. All his boats were called Shamrock.
      

      
      Football’s Lipton Cup was inaugurated after Sir Thomas Lipton was made a Knight Commander of the Grand Order of the Crown
         of Italy. In gratitude for the award, he proposed presenting a trophy to be contested by teams from four nations playing the
         rapidly growing game of association football. Teams from the host country, Italy, along with teams from Great Britain, Switzerland
         and Germany, competed for the trophy. West Auckland, an amateur colliery team from County Durham, were chosen as Britain’s
         representatives and after beating Stuttgart of Germany 2-0 in their opening match they beat FC Winterthur of Switzerland,
         also 2-0, in the final on 12 April 1909.
      

      
      Sir Thomas Lipton stipulated that any team winning the trophy in consecutive tournaments should keep permanent possession
         of it. West Auckland did so in 1911 and thus claimed their place in football history as the first outright winners of the
         Football World Cup.
      

      
      Following the theft of the trophy in 1974, a replica was made by Sheffield silversmith Jack Spencer, working from photographs
         and videos of the original trophy.
      

      
      
   

      
      10 WORLD CUP STORIES
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      1 The Football War
The Football War of 1969 between Honduras and El Salvador was not, as has been widely believed, a war started by a football
         match. Tensions between the countries were high because of land reforms involving the Central American neighbours and immigration
         issues. On 26 June 1969 El Salvador cut off all ties with Honduras. The following day the two countries met in the third qualifying
         match for the 1970 World Cup after the first two games had ended in a victory for each side. El Salvador won the deciding
         match 3-2 after extra time. The political tension worsened and war was declared on 14 July 1969. Despite being two weeks after
         the World Cup qualifying decider it was still labelled The Football War. Four thousand people lost their lives in a four-day
         war and thousands more were left homeless.
      

      
      2  Fastest goal
In the third-place play-off in 2002, Turkey’s Hakan Sukur scored the fastest goal in World Cup history when he netted after
         just 11 seconds against South Korea.
      

      
      3  Clean sheet knockout
Prior to the 2006 World Cup, Switzerland had played 22 games without a clean sheet. That ended in Germany when they topped
         their group with two wins and a draw. They scored four goals without conceding any. They were knocked out in the next round
         on penalties by Ukraine after a goalless draw and Switzerland established their place in World Cup history by becoming the
         first team to leave the tournament without conceding a goal.
      

      
      4  Shortest World Cup careers
Tunisia’s Khemais Labidi and Argentina’s Marcelo Trobbiani hold the records for the shortest World Cup careers, just two minutes.
         Labidi played just 120 seconds against Mexico in 1978 and Trobbiani played in the last two minutes of Argentina’s win over
         West Germany in the 1986 final.
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