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INTRODUCTION


ight, here we go, I have shaken myself free


format this project needed proper photography


– but we were blessed with a few decent days and


from the shackles of my pocket guides and


and proper photographers. The images


were especially lucky to capture some snow.


for the first time linked the dots between


within needed to inspire and lure you into the


The format of the book is pretty


R


the hills to present you with 40 awesome


hills, to show off the landscape in glorious


straightforward. Each route is essentially a


routes. They are of course all PACKED with


CinemaScope so I enlisted the services of two


chapter with a description of the ride followed


hills: would you expect anything else? All set


good friends, Andy Jones and Phil Hall. Anyone


by a map, a simple profile and the low-down


in the most beautiful scenery mainland Britain


who has been reading Cycling Weekly for the past


on three key climbs. You’ll get an idea from the


has to offer. After years of travelling up and


20 years will be aware of Andy’s work shooting


distance and the amount of elevation gain as


down the island on adventures to tackle hideous


riders from Mont Ventoux to Monsal Head,


to how hard each ride is but to help I have also


gradients I’ve seen a myriad of roads which


and I worked with Phil for close to ten years


rated them all out of 10. As the book is too


I’ve been desperate to share and now I


on photography magazines so


large to take on rides by following the


ROUTES


MAPS


can. Although I have ridden just about


knew he would be perfect


map you can then plot the course on


The elevation and


Most of the maps are


every road covered in the book,


for the job. With both


an online route builder to download


distance measurements for each


pretty straightforward but some


some many times, I can’t claim


being cyclists they


to your computer, or if you prefer


route were taken from the website


will need a closer look especially


to have ridden every route in its


instantly saw what I


you can go old school and take


Strava. You may return slightly


where the same road is used


entirety. The inspiration for them


different figures from another


was after, although


more than once. Just follow the


paper maps out with you.


came from parts of famous sportive


mapping program or on


Phil I suspect will


direction arrows and distance


I have indicated places where


courses, from research trips, family


the road with your


be having nightmares


numbers though and you


supplies can be obtained but I have


bike computer.


will work them out.


holidays, races I have competed


about riding up Great


not listed individual cafés or shops so


in, each ride an amalgamation of a


Dun Fell and Bealach-na-Ba


I’ll leave you to do that bit of research


collective set of memories. There are a


for many years to come!


if needed. When, where and for how long


couple of real monsters within the pages with the


As you will see in the photography they not


you choose to rest is up to you but where there


longest standing at 274 kilometres but the vast


only captured the best of the British scenery but


is a water symbol you know there will be at least


majority are more modest. Although they all offer


also the best of the British weather. Of course it


a garage where you can grab the essentials.


a hearty challenge they should be well within the


would have been nice to see wall-to-wall blue sky


So whether it’s a long summer’s evening or


capabilities of most riders.


– it would have certainly made the rides easier –


a weekend away here are 40 challenges, 40


During the production of my previous books


but that would not be a fair reflection of our often


adventures through 40 remarkable areas of


I have always been a one-man band taking a


inclement climate. We hardly saw the sun on


natural beauty for you to tackle. Take care out


pocket camera with me up all the climbs and


our ‘summer’ trip to Scotland, it was utterly dire


there and enjoy riding Britain.


although this approach was perfect for a small


weather – likewise in County Durham and Wales


Simon
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THE RIDES


8


1


EXMOOR


116


21


WEST YORKSHIRE COBBLES


16


2


DARTMOOR


122


22


WEARDALE & TEESDALE


20


3


MENDIPS


130


23


NORTHUMBERLAND


26


4


COTSWOLDS


134


24


NORTH PENNINES


32


5


SURREY HILLS


142


25


APPLECROSS & SKYE


38


6


SOUTH DOWNS


150


26


CAIRNGORMS


42


7


NORTH DOWNS


158


27


LOCH TAY


46


8


CHILTERNS
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28


AYRSHIRE & GALLOWAY


50


9
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168


29


LOWTHER HILLS


56


10


SHROPSHIRE HILLS


176


30


BOWLAND & YORKSHIRE DALES


62


11


BELVOIR & RUTLAND


182


31


NORTH LAKE DISTRICT


66


12


DARK PEAK


190


32


FOREST OF BOWLAND


72


13


LINCOLNSHIRE


196


33


SOUTH LAKE DISTRICT


76


14


NORTH NORFOLK


202


34


NORTH PENNINES


80


15


WHITE PEAK


212


35


NORTH SNOWDONIA


88


16


YORKSHIRE DALES


218


36


BRECON BEACONS


96


17


THE STRINES


224


37


CAMBRIAN MOUNTAINS


100


18


NORTH YORK MOORS


230


38


BLACK MOUNTAINS


106


19


CLEVELAND HILLS


234


39


SOUTH SNOWDONIA


110


20


YORKSHIRE DALES


242


40


PEMBROKESHIRE
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RIDE 1


IT GETS


NO TOUGHER


DISTANCE 121KM



CLIMBING +3,231M



PHOTOGRAPHY ANDY JONES



Relentless climbing and relentless


beauty across the hills of


Exmoor National Park
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PREVIOUS PAGE


Passing through the rather


extravagantly named


Valley of Rocks.


tatistically, for every kilometre travelled


divided by every metre climbed this is the


toughest ride in the book. Tougher than the


S


Lakes, tougher than the North York Moors,


tougher even than North Wales. Riding and


photographing it on the first day of the 2019


‘off season’, the morning after the National


Hill Climb Championship, I had to summon


up a bucketload of motivation, not to mention


energy, for one last big hit out before a much-


needed end-of-year break. Starting and finishing


in Porlock and set entirely within the realms of


Exmoor National Park, it has a profile like a bed


of nails and is about as comfortable, as it climbs


over 3,200 metres in just 120 kilometres!


Heading west, there are two ways out of Porlock:


the A39, ‘Porlock Hill’, famous for snaring caravans


on its 25% hairpins, or the far more pleasant


Porlock Toll Road. As much as I love Porlock Hill,


and even though it’s one of the most notorious


pieces of savage gradient in England, I’ve chosen


the Toll Road, because no one really wants to begin


a ride on a 25% slope. The younger me would


have never considered taking the easy route, of


course, and he would also never have considered


paying the £1 toll all cyclists must cough up for the


privilege of using this beautiful road. I can tell you,


though, it’s the best £1 you can spend on a bike.


Comprised of seven perfect, snaking kilometres, all


but devoid of traffic, it’s a mini-Alpinesque ascent


complete with hairpins that, once conquered,


rewards you with simply stunning views out across


the Bristol Channel.


ABOVE Winding through the



thick woods on the lower slopes


of Porlock Toll Road.
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With the summit crested it is time to enjoy


the fast run to Lynmouth which, although


predominantly downhill, does squeeze in a couple


of short kicks up as you cross the tops of the


cliffs before reaching Countisbury. Plummeting


down to sea level, passing the 20% gradient sign


that advises cyclists to walk (no need for that, just


keep your fingers near the brakes), you fly into


Lynmouth, bridge the river and hit the base of


Lynmouth Hill. Coming to an immediate halt,


you’ll go from one end of the gear spectrum to


the other in an instant, and legs that had been


smashing it along at 60kph will now be reduced


to grinding up the 25% incline at 10kph. Once


you’ve made the adjustment to your new ‘speed’,


pull yourself up away from the seafront, then turn


right and continue climbing into Lynton.


Passing through the popular tourist village,


which seems to have a café for each day of the


year, you exit to drop back down towards the


coast once more and into the Valley of Rocks.


Although the dramatic name slightly oversells


it – the ‘valley’ is only about a kilometre across,


climb past Lee Bay and Woody Bay, cutting


one of the most beautiful climbs I know up to


and there aren’t really that many rocks – it


through Croscombe Wood via inclines of 20%


Trentishoe Down. Winding through the woods


is still a breathtaking spot to ride through.


and tight switchback bends, to emerge once


under an arched canopy of twisted trees you are


Brushing the rugged coastline and crossing the


more high above the sea below. You’ve a few


simply enveloped in nature, the road beneath


bracken-covered hillside, you roll through the


minutes to admire the view again, then it’s time


your wheels a single path of grey in an ocean


hollow, then out the other side, to reach the


to delve back into the hills, starting with the


of green. Every rock, branch, twig and stone


second toll road of the day. This one, though, is


perilous descent of King’s Lane to Hunter’s


is smothered with a thick layer of vibrant moss


free for cyclists – bonus!


Inn. Take care here on these steep, narrow and


so complete and perfect it could have been


Progressing westwards, it’s time for the next


debris-strewn lanes.


plucked straight from a Hollywood fantasy.


of the countless inclines that populate the entire


A brief hiatus comes as you spend a fleeting


Once you’ve emerged from this tunnel of flora,


length of this route. Hugging the coast, you


moment on the valley floor, before taking on


the next treat this amazing climb serves up is


ABOVE The descent into



Lynmouth just gets faster


and faster and faster.
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LEFT Enveloped by



nature, the climb up to


Trentishoe Down.


the view to the left over the interlocking valleys,


before it arrives under huge skies at its grand


finale. Keeping straight on at the junction, with


the summit in sight, yet still a long way off on


the horizon, you can now take in the stunning


vista out over the sea below.


The climb finds its summit bisecting


Trentishoe Down and Holdstone Hill, and


shortly afterwards you reach the western apex


of the loop and it is time to head south. First


you follow the A399 along the edge of the


National Park, then shortly after Blackmoor


Gate you turn east through Barton Town to the


southernmost point before heading north-east


up Beara Hill. The previous 20 kilometres, in


the context of this ride, have been pretty benign


– a few sharp up-and-downs – but this period


of relative rest is shattered at the base of this


hill, which rises on various degrees of gradient


for close to 5 kilometres.


Still heading north-east, drop down, then climb


out of Simonsbath before crossing the quietest,


emptiest part of Exmoor, heading due north


towards Lynmouth. If it’s big skies and vast open


spaces you have come for, then this is what you’ll


find, and all set on the long gentle run-in back


towards the coast. It will be close to 8 kilometres


before you are required to apply any real pressure


to the pedals where, leaving the B3223, you head


east back into the tangled lanes.


Dropping down to the banks of the East Lyn


river, trace its course through the base of the


valley and, following another period of calm,
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Porlock to Allerford, so the maximum gradient


can be climbed by starting the ascent on


Chisland Lane, but these early slopes aren’t the


climb proper: they are just intended to further


weaken the limbs. The climb truly starts at the


crossroads as you enter Horner Wood, where the


road ramps up skywards.


The gradient is immediately formidable,


and if there’s not a point on this climb where


you don’t want to stop, get off the bike and cry,


then you’re not human. It just never relents.


Once out of the trees there is a slight cessation


in punishment, but each false brow offers only


false salvation from the continual torture.


High above the coast below, the views are


naturally spectacular in all directions, as are the


surrounding moors, but this may be of scant


consolation. A climb like this would be great as a


finale, a brutal end to a giant ride, but, alas, there


are still three more hills to cross.


Drop down to Luckwell Bridge, head west and


rise out of the valley on the B3224 to Exford. One


arrive in Brendon to turn right and take on


likely see your speed drop to walking pace as just


down, two to go. Heading north from Exford you


Cross Lane all the way back up the valley side.


preserving traction becomes your best hope in


must overcome 3.5 kilometres of harsh gradient to


A beautiful climb with a couple of nice bends, it


the quest for the end. Your reward for making


the top of Exford Common, followed by the rapid


delivers you to Easter Lane, where you turn left


it is the exhilarating, lightning-fast descent into


descent to the final challenge. Crossing Pool Bridge


to drop down and cross the first of a series of


Porlock, via the aforementioned notorious 25%


at the apex of this perfect valley hairpin, throw


three fords, all of which are perfectly rideable if


hairpins, back to the start point, but not the end


whatever you have left at this vicious little incline,


you take care. If you’ve negotiated them safely


of the ride – oh, no. Far from it. . .



because once over the top, you’re almost there. The


it’s time for yet another wicked ascent: the climb


Everything up to this point has been the


final two kilometres of fast descent back to Porlock


from Robber’s Bridge back up to the A39 on


warm-up. Now it’s time to tackle the big one:


will allow you time to reflect on the highs and more


Hookway Hill. Hitting a brace of seriously steep


a genuine 10/10 climb, the mighty Dunkery


highs of the day, and of course turn your attention


corners with your now sore legs you will most


Beacon. I have taken the route away from


to all the food you can now eat as a reward.


ABOVE Keep up the pace on



the relentless climbs or you too


may end up covered in moss.
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DISTANCE 121KM



SOUTH-WEST


ONLY ride


CLIMBING +3,231M



through a ford if


RIDE 1



you are confident of


EXMOOR


DIFFICULTY 10/10



making it across to


FOOD & WATER | LYNMOUTH / SIMONSBATH / PORLOCK



the other side.


KEY CLIMBS


PORLOCK


TRENTISHOE


DUNKERY


1


TOLL ROAD


2


DOWN


3


BEACON


6,573m +357m


3,307m +258m


3,111m +319m


A perfect ribbon of tarmac


Submerged in an ocean of


Averaging 10% and maxing


that swirls through Worthy


moss the climb up to Trentishoe


out at 17% for almost all of


Wood from the edge of Porlock


Down starts by twisting


the last half this climb is a


heading for the cliff tops.


through the thick woods then


bona fide 10/10 beast. The


Set on an almost consistent


emerges to reveal stunning views


first part is sheltered in the


slope which peaks at 9%


out to sea. With a 7% average


woods then following a slight


and averages 5% it is all but


and a 16% maximum it may


levelling at half way the push


unique in Britain, just don’t


be beautiful but it’s no walk in


to the summit across the empty


forget your £1 for the toll.


the park.


moor is relentlessly tough.
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RIDE 2


IF YOU WANT HILLS…


DISTANCE 137KM



CLIMBING +3,424M



PHOTOGRAPHY ANDY JONES



Up and down all the way on Dartmoor’s


vicious climbs and hidden lanes
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ust as the first route on Exmoor is ranked the


hardest in terms of climbing per kilometre, so


this ride through Dartmoor is, coincidentally,


J


ranked the second toughest. (The rest of the


book will not proceed in this fashion.) This will


come as no surprise to the locals: as you will soon


discover, the wonderful Dartmoor National Park


is packed with climbs of every persuasion, from


glorious long drags over empty moors to wicked


25% slopes, two of which have been the venues


for past National Hill Climbs.


From the start in Moretonhampstead, the


ride describes a giant figure of eight, set almost


entirely within the boundaries of the Park and


continues its relentless progress south-west to the


carry on to the centre of Tavistock to reach


climbing close to 3,500 metres along its modest


centre of the figure of eight at the road junction


the 40-kilometre mark. A bit early for a stop


139-kilometre length. That’s the sort of altitude


in Princetown. Home to the famous Dartmoor


(although there is plenty here if you fancy


gain you’d expect from a ride in the Alps or


Prison, constructed in 1806-09 to hold French


one), the town marks the most westerly point


Pyrenees – we are talking proper Tour de France


prisoners during the Napoleonic Wars, this


of the route and the base of the climb of


numbers here, so I’d recommend an extra


imposing granite building (now Grade II-listed)


Rundelstone which takes you all the way back to


Weetabix (or two) before you hit the road.


has the appearance of some sort of English


Princetown. Close to 10 kilometres long, but with


As you head off south-west there is no easing


Alcatraz. Isolated on the moor, seemingly


a kilometre’s descent in the middle, this huge


yourself in: the climbing starts almost from


impossible to escape from and, by the looks of


climb passes through Merrivale to peak near the


the gun, as you begin to pound up the B3212


it, home to the worst of the worst offenders, it is


base of the giant radio transmitter. As a carrot


into the heart of the Park. The initial elevation


in fact, somewhat disappointingly, now used to


to chase, this landmark will help you keep those


gain isn’t constant, as your upward progress is


house mostly low-level criminals. Still, it looks


pedals ticking over as you close in on the top.


interrupted by a number of short descents on


like a scary place, and I wouldn’t want to be


Once past it, drop down the other side and get


the 9-kilometre journey to the first significant


locked up in it.


ready for a flurry of vicious climbs that will show


summit of the day, in line with the top of


Past the prison and, after close to 15 kilometres


you the true meaning of Dartmoor.


Birch Tor. The further west you ride, the more


of bumbling along the undulations across the


First on the menu is my favourite, Dartmeet.


beautiful the scenery, many of the hills topped by


top of the moors, it’s time to drop down the


Starting where the East and West Dart rivers


the granite tors for which Dartmoor is famed.


other side of the plateau via Walkhampton


‘meet’, the B3357 loses its classification and, as it


Leaving the wilderness briefly, the route passes


into Horrabridge. Heading north-west, follow


narrows, crosses the bridge then ramps directly


through Postbridge on the East Dart river, then


Whitchurch Road into Whitchurch, then


up the hillside. Snaking through the bracken-


LEFT Cresting the brow



ABOVE Take speed to the



after climbing out of


base and the climb will be


Widecombe in the Moor.


easier, in theory.
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LEFT Climbing the



steep slope of Yartor


Down from Dartmeet.


Here, at the 80-kilometre mark, is the perfect


Over the summit, there are still five more


place to stop and, since Widecombe has more


climbs left, of varying shapes and sizes, but


cafés and indeed gift shops per capita than


you have a nice long descent before you hit


anywhere else I have visited, you’ll not struggle


the first one, the easiest of those remaining,


to find refreshment or, for that matter, a souvenir.


the short ramp up from Sigford into Ilsington.


The only souvenirs you really need from your


From here there’s another, followed by a brief


day, though, are sore legs and fun memories,


excursion outside the boundary of the Park


and the next climb will make sure you have


to pass through the centre of Bovey Tracey,


those. Venue for the 1990 National Hill Climb


then out the other side up a crazy little road I


Championship, where Chris Boardman won


found while researching this route. Furzeleigh


the third of his five titles, Widecombe is an


Lane, or Hospital Hill as the locals call it, is just


unrelenting ramp set on a constant double-digit


over a kilometre, set on an average gradient of


gradient between 10% and 18%! In an all but


12.5%, with plenty in excess of 20%! This, the


arrow-straight line up the hillside that makes no


narrowest of roads framed by towering hedges,


attempt to lessen the impact of the slope, the


is just so Dartmoor, and so perfect, you’ll want to


1,400-metre road rises to Top Tor to reveal just


ride it again and again. (No? OK, just me, then.)


perfect views stretching out behind you. With


Once over the top, there’s another short spike


one hallowed slope conquered, it’s time to head


past Tottiford Reservoir, then another smaller


via a short loop north through Manton to the


one into Bridford, before the plunge to the base


covered slopes, this short rise across Yartor


next: the climb up to the ever-popular Haytor


of your final challenge. Making your way to the


Down is just so perfect in length and gradient


Rocks. Playing host to the 2019 National


B3193, then turning onto the B3212, you’ll find


as a challenge that doesn’t make the legs sting


Championship, and also having welcomed a


the ride ends with the perfectly pitched climb


too much. Once over the top you begin the


summit finish of the Tour of Britain, the road


of Doccombe Hill rising up through Bridford


precipitous drop down through Poundsgate into


to the summit is a far from straightforward


Wood. Neither exposed moor nor vicious ramp,


the jumble of roads that fill the valleys and link


challenge. It packs in a multitude of gradients,


it’s 5 kilometres of 4% gradient that will allow


the climbs to the north of Ashburton. It’s easy


rises, falls, goes on and on and then, when


you to climb with efficiency and ease (if you


to lose your bearings here on the narrow tree-


you emerge from the protection of trees lower


have anything left in the tank, that is) as you flow


lined lanes that rise and fall, crossing streams


down, the wind at the top can hit you like a


round the contours of the valley, rising through


and rivers as they navigate the series of steep


hammer. Often busy with people on sunny


Doccombe to close in on the finish. The end


banks. Falling all the way to Hele Cross, you


weekends who don’t ride bikes, this climb


comes in the shape of a very welcome descent,


turn immediately left to rise once more, up past


has a reputation of being a little congested at


followed by an equally unwelcome kick up into the


Ausewell Rocks and over into Buckland in the


the top, and you’ll soon see why: it’s a simply


centre of Moretonhampstead, to round off a truly


Moor and after that Widecombe in the Moor.


magnificent place.


challenging day across the South-West’s finest hills.
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DISTANCE 137KM



SOUTH-WEST


CLIMBING +3,424M



RIDE 2



DARTMOOR


DIFFICULTY 10/10



FOOD & WATER | TAVISTOCK / WIDECOMBE / BOVEY TRACEY



KEY CLIMBS


DARTMEET


WIDECOMBE


HAYTOR


1


1,072m +123m


2


1,381m +159m


3


5,378m +339m


With an average gradient of


With only slight deviations


At over 5 kilometres long and


11% you just know this climb


in its course to the summit


with a multitude of varying


is going to pack a punch at


Widecombe is a mind killer


gradients the climb to Haytor


some point or another and in


as well as a leg killer as every


Rocks is notoriously difficult to


this case it’s right at the base.


time you look up you see how


pace. At its steepest it reaches


As soon as you cross the East


far you still have to climb. Set


12% and for a significant


Dart river you hit the 20%


on a 12% average with spikes


stretch it’s flat so knowing where


slopes which although short


around the 16% mark, just


to apply the gas and when to


put you on the back foot for the


focus on the ground before your


hold back in order to set a good


rest of the ascent.


front wheel and grind it out.


time takes a lot of practice.
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RIDE 3


SOUTHERN


DISCOMFORT


DISTANCE 104KM



CLIMBING +1,683M



PHOTOGRAPHY ANDY JONES



Linking the climbs and


gorges of the Mendips
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PREVIOUS PAGE


RIGHT Heading into the



Looking out across the Somerset


jaws of the Canyon, dwarfed by


Levels to Glastonbury Tor.


its towering spires.


nless you’ve been living on Mars I assume


before getting stuck into some more hills.


you are all aware of the Cheddar Gorge.


At the T-junction in Chew Stoke turn right.


It’s pretty much Britain’s answer to the


Being a little cheeky, I’ve thrown in a climb just


U


Grand Canyon (albeit on a comparatively


to liven the legs up before you return to bigger


microscopic scale), and the star attraction in the


ascents further south. Heading north on the


Mendip Hills. Running west-to-east between


B3114, reach the B3130 and turn right into


Weston-super-Mare and Frome, this limestone


Chew Magna. Then, from the centre of the


ridge sits high above the Somerset Levels and


village, head north to tackle Chew Hill which,


the Chew Valley, an elevated plateau punctuated


with 1.2 kilometres at an average gradient of


with caves and gorges. An attraction for cavers,


7%, will get you back in the mood for climbing.


walkers and pretty much anyone with a love for


As soon as you reach the top you take the first


the outdoors, they are also a great place to ride


left, back down Limeburn Hill, to cross the


your bike. And if you’re looking for a ride that


distance, tells you all you need to know about


B3130, then instantly ramp up again.


ticks off just about every climb, and squeezes


this fearsome road. Averaging 11% over its


Now you head south on Pagans Hill and,


every last drop of beauty out of this quiet corner


2-kilometre length, this hill does not muck about,


before entering Chew Stoke again, turn right,


of the island, look no further.


especially on the 20% slopes at around half way.


to keep rising gently for a further 5 kilometres,


The start and finish lie in Cheddar, at the base


Meeting up with the B3135, you follow this east


heading due west. As you thread your way


of the famous gorge, but I leave that climb for


to the B3134, where you turn left. At the next


through the tiny lanes trapped between high


later, to build the anticipation. To begin with,


split, take the Old Bristol Road down into West


hedgerows, you are looking for the turn to


the ride heads south for ten absolutely pan-flat


Harptree and, after 10 kilometres crossing the


Butcombe, to head due south in the direction of


kilometres on the lowlands, leaving Cheddar


high plateau, you will now be back almost at sea


Blagdon Lake. Crossing your second dam wall


on Station Road to link up with the B3151.


level once more, to join the A368 heading to the


of the day, this one even more spectacular and


Travelling through Hythe you cross the Levels,


Chew Valley Lake.


worthy of a pause, you are now almost in place


then turn back east via Cocklake, round the base


Although you are never far from the water’s


to begin the next big climb, Burrington Combe.


of Nyland Hill (which, out of interest, is the


edge, views out over the reservoir are all but


After passing over the dam wall, continue to


19,346th-highest peak in the British Isles), and up


permanently obscured by hedgerows and trees


Blagdon, and then turn right onto the A368. After


to the A371 at Draycott. Warm-up over, it’s time


as you ride into Bishop Sutton. Turn left as you


just a few metres take the right turn onto Bourne


to start climbing, and first up is the toughest climb


exit the village, heading on to Bonhill Road, then


Lane, to then re-join the A368 for a short while,


of the day, the aptly named Draycott Steep.


Walley Lane. You follow this all the way into Chew


before taking the second left into Burrington


Turn right on the A371, then, in the


Stoke where, just before you reach the village,


Combe. Often overlooked due to its proximity to its


village, take the second left onto New Road, to


you get the sight out over the water you have until


more dramatic neighbour in Cheddar, Burrington


immediately head upwards. Gaining the same


then been denied. It’s well worth the wait. Cross


Combe is still plenty dramatic, and in many


altitude as Cheddar Gorge, but in half the


the dam wall and pause to soak in the tranquillity


other parts of the country would get top billing.


ABOVE Roads don’t come



much more spectacular in


Britain than Cheddar Gorge.
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ascent there’s just one more climb left to finish the


ride. Just to squeeze that little bit more out of the


area, I had to cram in one more, so, once on the


level at the top, carry on all the way to the B3134,


then turn right to drop down Old Bristol Road all


the way into Wells. As you hit the A39 turn right,


then right again, onto the A371, then head right


off this onto Titlands Lane towards Wookey Hole


(no, not Wookie), home to the famous caves.


The last climb up through Ebbor Gorge boasts


arguably the best views of the day, as the steep


and narrow road heading west out of Wookey


Hole rapidly gains altitude. Casting your eyes


left, you’ll see forever over the Somerset Levels,


which will partially distract you from the severity


of the gradient. Averaging 8% over its 2.5


kilometres, this climb is no pushover, and will


The climb doesn’t start right away: you’ve a few


Packed with garish gift shops and cafés,


punish tired legs as they seek out the summit.


minutes to gather yourself. Then, once you cross a


over-run with tourists pouring off coaches like


Bending right and turning your back on the huge


cattle grid, the slope tilts up. The modestly pitched


rats leaving sinking ships, the base of Cheddar


vista, you pass the Deerleap Standing Stones


incline winds through the gully, at first framed by


Gorge is a carbuncle of tat and consumerism


and continue all the way to the village of Priddy,


towering rocks, then, as the height of the gorge


(too harsh?) but, once past the large coach


which you cut through to meet the B3135.


walls diminishes, by tall trees. At 4 kilometres this


parks, everything changes. Dwarfed by the giant


Now, it would be a shame to visit the


is a proper climb and, even though it only has a


limestone cliffs either side, the slopes hit their


Mendips and only see Cheddar Gorge from


maximum gradient of 10%, is not to be misjudged.


toughest gradients, approaching 16%. Snaking


the one perspective, so the route, sticking to the


With the warm-up act ticked off, it’s time


through a series of tight bends in the shadows of


B3135, allows you to enjoy the thrilling descent


for the main event. Turn off the B3134 to


the surrounding slabs of rock, the first kilometre


through its luscious curves back to the finish


Charterhouse, then follow the road west along


is a struggle, then the climb begins to get easier


point. With the gorge sides this time increasing


the tops to meet the summit of Cuck Hill, where


and easier. The further you ride, the faster you


in height, and the pitch of the slope too, the


it’s time to descend into Cheddar. As soon as


will climb, clicking up the gears as the gorge


final kilometre is both adrenaline rush and


you meet the A371, take the first left at the


walls recede. Cheddar Gorge is a unique British


geological spectacle, that delivers you back into


roundabout onto Axbridge Road into the heart


road that never ever disappoints.


the clutches of the town, where you’ll certainly


of town, and you’ll arrive at the base.


Once you’ve completed its 4 kilometres of


have no trouble finding a café.


ABOVE Grinding up the slopes



of Draycott Steep, which are, you


guessed it, very steep.


24 | SOUTH-WEST | RIDE 3







[image: image]



DISTANCE 104KM



SOUTH-WEST


CLIMBING +1,683M



RIDE 3



MENDIPS


DIFFICULTY 3/10



FOOD & WATER | BLAGDON / WELLS / CHEDDAR



KEY CLIMBS


DRAYCOTT STEEP


BURRINGTON


CHEDDAR


1


1,930m +214m


2


COMBE


3


GORGE


With an 11% average this


4,100m +193m


3,540m +150m


climb is a real beauty that will


At its steepest the gradient on


The toughest slopes on this


hit the legs hard at the start of


this climb reaches 10% and


climb come just after the start


the ride. Ramping up out of


across its distance it averages


where it ramps up to 16%.


Draycott it wastes little time


just over 4% but that isn’t to


Once you round the initial tight


before arriving at its harsh


say it’s all easy going. There


steep bends it gets easier and


20% middle section which


are sections which require a


easier until you can click into the


will need some grunt to get


sustained effort but it’s an


big ring and cross the top like


through before the easier final


effort that can be done in the


you are heading for the finish


stretch to the summit.


saddle at a nice even pace.


line on the Champs-Élysées.
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LEFT The long steady slopes



of Forcester Hill where the views


RIDE 4


getter better the higher you climb.


h, the beautiful Cotswolds: a magnet for


tourists from around the globe, all coming


I HAVE A


to see the classic vision of sleepy England.


A


Villages and towns untouched by the


ravages of time and technology, immaculate


stone buildings, manicured gardens and the


picture-perfect rolling countryside. Underneath


BAD FEELING


this façade, though, behind the chocolate-box


image of serenity that fills the travel brochures


lie hidden horrors. Like the subtext of a David


Lynch movie, if you scratch away the beautiful


surface you’ll find the Cotswolds are home to


ABOUT THIS


countless savage hills. This is the Cotswolds we


cyclists want. This is what we have come for:


DISTANCE 168KM



CLIMBING +3,347M



not the faux veneer but the torturous underbelly.


PHOTOGRAPHY ANDY JONES



One look at the profile is enough to turn you


white with fear – it has more spikes than an


upturned rake. But fear not: they are all small


A brutal, but oh so beautiful route


spikes – it’s just that some are brutally steep.


through the Cotswolds


The base for the day is Winchcombe and, to


kick things off, the route travels north out of


town on the B4632 for 3 gentle kilometres where


you can get comfy on your saddle before the


climbing begins. Taking the first right turn south


towards Hailes, you hit the slopes of Salter’s Hill,


which take you to the high point of the day’s


ride. This climb ramps up pretty steeply towards


the end, after you’ve traversed its exposed middle


section – in fact, the geography of this climb is


quite unique, as all other hills on the route are


far more sheltered.


Once over the summit, turn left, then


immediately right, to head due south on the
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Salt Way, which follows the path of an ancient


track that was used to transport – yes, you


guesse


d it, salt – from the mines in Cheshire


to the head of the River Thames. Taking a


right turn before the village of Hawling, ride


through Brockhampton, Sevenhampton and


Whittington to descend down Ham Road


all the way into Cheltenham. Entering the


outskirts of the town on Ryeworth Road, cross


the A40 and A435 and keep heading south-west


until you eventually hit the A46. By now you’ll


be begging for another climb and, after a slight


foray on the A46 around the roundabout at the


A417 (take care here), and then coming up to


the top, so be warned. Once over the brow you


appearing like a needle on the profile: straight


the next junction, you’ll find one.


rocket down the other side through Randwick,


up, then straight down, over and over again. First


Turning left on the Ermin Way, you’re about


skirting the edge of Stroud, to cross the A419


of this barrage of ‘fun’ is Owlpen Hill. Maxing


to be treated to the delights of Birdlip Hill.


towards King’s Stanley and Leonard Stanley.


out at 25%, it will really burn. At the top turn


Famous for its inclusion of the now-defunct


The next climb is one of my favourites – indeed,


right, fall down Lampern Hill back to the B4066,


Tour of the Cotswolds bike race, this is a feisty


when my good friend Nick Burton got to the


then head west all the way into Dursley. At 77


road that ramps up the ridge through the woods,


top, he proclaimed that it was ‘the perfect hill’.


kilometres I’d say this would be a good spot for


getting harder and harder until it peaks in the


The views are delightful (this is the Cotswolds),


a break, before you rise rapidly from the small


village of Birdlip. With legs on fire and eyes


and the gradient is pitched right on that sweet


town onto the 20% slopes of The Broadway.


blurred, make sure you take the first right turn,


spot between shallow to the point of being too


This gem of a climb, trapped in the woods,


after which you can recover for a while. Roll


easy and not steep enough to be too hard. It


rises above the gully below, snaking skywards on


along the B4070 for a short distance, then take


flows between the hedgerows through sweeping


a punishing slope, yet it’s just short enough not to


the right onto Buckholt Road to join the A46


corners, and there is a bit of a ramp towards


do any real damage. At the top take the hard left


once more to the village of Paradise. Via the


the top, before it ends at the junction with the


to keep rising for a while, before heading south


B4073 and Sevenleaze Lane ride through Edge


B4066. Not all gradients in the Cotswolds are


to North Nibley and then, via a series of smaller


and then Harescombe into Haresfield for climb


so accommodating, so savour this climb as you


spikes in gradient, on the B4060 to Wotton-


three of the day, Haresfield Beacon.


ascend the B4066 road towards Uley, then take


under-Edge. Once you’ve passed through the


Very similar in character to Birdlip Hill, but


the left turn to Owlpen.


town it’s time for serious climb number (I am


a little more direct in its course to the summit,


For the next 50 kilometres the climbs come


already losing count) seven, Hillmill Lane.


it also hides a wicked section of 20% towards
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