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There was once a girl named Ella who wasn’t afraid of anything.

She loved scary stories and frightening films and her favourite day was Halloween. Her friends trembled and shivered and hid their eyes, but Ella just giggled at ghosts and sniggered at spooks.
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“Nothing scares me,” she said.

So when her father got remarried and took Ella to meet her new stepmother and stepsisters, Ella wasn’t nervous at all.

As they drove up a long dark street named Dead End Drive, Ella whistled a happy tune.
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As they reached the old house with bats circling around the tall towers, Ella just unwrapped a sweetie and popped it in her mouth.
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When Ella’s father heaved open the huge creaking door and gently pushed Ella into the cold hallway, Ella looked around and said, “This house is weird. But I’m not scared.”
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“Look, Ella,” said her father, “here come your new stepsisters.”

Then the strangest girls that Ella had ever seen came slowly down the stairs…
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