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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.



Tick to track your progress [image: ]



Use the revision planner on pages iv and v to plan your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  tested yourself



•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers.





You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.
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Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips


Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are at the back of the book.
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Definitions and key words


Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear.


Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Revision activities


These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way.
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Exam practice


Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Online


Go online to check your answers to the exam questions and try out the extra quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes.
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Introduction



Throughout this revision guide there are a number of features which will help you revise and also help you to answer the questions in the exam. Each feature is indicated by a logo.
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Key concepts


In each unit you will study there will be at least eight key concepts which you must know. The first question of each unit will ask you for a definition of a key concept. Correct definitions gain two marks. It is also important to use the key concepts in b, c and d-type questions as credit is given for the use of religious and specialist language
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Explanation of key concept


As it says in the title the concept is key (central) to an understanding of the religion or issue. It is important that, in addition to being able to state the meaning of the concept, you show an understanding of why and how that concept is central to the religion or issue. This information is particularly important for b, c and d-type questions.
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In each unit an acrostic is used to show why there are differences of views and practices amongst believers of the same religion. Diversity comes from an assessment of the situation (S), teachings from that tradition (T), other sources of authority such as the Pope, rabbis (A), how those teachings are interpreted (I), e.g. non-literally, literally and the role of conscience and reason (R). It is important in your answer to be able to explain why people of the same religion hold different views and beliefs.
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Activity


Making connections


In your exam you will answer questions from the two religions you have studied and from the four ethical and philosophical issues. There are many areas of connection between the philosophical and ethical issues and the two religions you are studying. These are identified for you and allow you to understand how previous learning can be used to answer exam questions
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You will have very little time in your exam to answer some of the questions. It is important that you are able to quickly recall important facts. Whenever you see the five finger logo it means these are the five basic and central facts of that issue.


It is important before you begin revising the content that you know and understand how marks are awarded. As you will see from the marking grids on page 153, marks are given for more than just knowing facts. In some questions you need to be able to explain, make links, justify, give different views. In all questions you need to use religious and specialist language. The exam tips and exam practice activities will help you develop these important skills.
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Exam tips


Throughout each unit exam tips are included which help you understand how marks are awarded (and lost). Doing well in the exam isn’t just about all you know it also depends on how you answer the questions.
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Theme 1: Issues of relationships



The big picture


Below is a summary of the key questions to think about for this theme:





•  What is the nature of relationships?



•  Why are there different attitudes to adultery and divorce?



•  What is the nature and purpose of sex?



•  Should divorced individuals be allowed to remarry in places of worship?



•  Should same-sex marriages be allowed in a place of worship?



•  Do men and women have equal roles in leading worship?





Issues of relationships


Your study is divided into three areas:


Relationships


Beliefs attitudes and teaching about the nature and purpose of relationships in the twenty-first century: families; roles of women and men; marriage outside the religious tradition; cohabitation; the nature and purpose of marriage as expressed through marriage ceremonies; adultery and divorce.


Sexual relationships


Teachings and attitudes about the nature and purpose of sex, the use of contraception and same-sex relationships.


Issues of equality: gender prejudice and discrimination


Attitudes towards the roles of women and men in worship and authority.


For all three areas, make sure you know sufficient detail from two different religions or religious traditions about these three areas.
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Key concepts
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Adultery is a married person choosing to have sex with someone they are not married to.
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Divorce is to legally end a marriage.
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Cohabitation is to live together in a sexual relationship without being married or in a civil partnership.
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Commitment is making and keeping a promise, such as wedding vows.
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Contraception is methods used to prevent a woman from becoming pregnant during or following sexual intercourse, e.g. artificial or natural.
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Gender equality is when people of all genders enjoy the same rights and opportunities in all aspects of their lives.




[image: ]




Responsibilities are actions or duties you are expected to carry out, such as looking after family members.
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Roles are the position of a person, e.g. a police officer, as well as the characteristics expected of them, e.g. to obey the law.
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Questions about relationships






•  Do our roles change with age or circumstances?



•  Does it matter where same-sex weddings take place?



•  Are families important in the twenty-first century?



•  Would it matter if someone married a person from a different religion?



•  What difference does marriage make?



•  Why do different religions have different marriage ceremonies?



•  What and why do religions teach about contraception?



•  Do men and women have the same roles and responsibilities during worship?
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Activity


Use of command terms


In the exam paper you will be asked four questions from this unit. Each of the questions will have different demands. In the chart below the meaning column has become jumbled. From the command word try to identify which would be the correct meaning.






	Command

	 

	Meaning






	What is meant by … [2 marks]

	 

	Evaluation of a view from more than one perspective. These perspectives can all be ‘for’ the statement, all be ‘against’ the statement or be a mixture of both ‘for’ and ‘against’, e.g. ‘Sex outside marriage is always wrong.’ Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer).






	Describe … [5 marks]

	 

	Definition of a key term (linked to one of the key terms identified for each unit), e.g. ‘What is meant by adultery?’






	Explain … [8 marks]

	 

	Demonstrate knowledge and understanding by describing a belief, teaching, practice, event etc., e.g. Describe ways in which families are important in a faith community.






	Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view (you must refer to religion and belief in your answer). [15 marks]

	 

	
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a topic by explaining the statements made with reasoning and/or evidence e.g.:





•  Explain how …



•  Explain why …



•  Explain the main features of …



•  Explain the importance/significance of …





e.g. ‘From two different religions or two religious traditions, explain attitudes to same-sex relationships.’
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Exam tip


You will often need to answer questions from two religious traditions and to show different viewpoints within each tradition. It is important that you know the content of each religion you are studying. If unsure you can find the details on www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/gcse.
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Relationships



In this area of study you will be looking at the nature and purpose of different types of relationships, including families and marriage. You will also need to explain different religious attitudes to issues such as roles of women, divorce and adultery. For each religion you are studying you will be expected to know specific religious practices and teachings.
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Within any family there will be different roles played by each family member. In some religious traditions there are specific roles expected of the mother and father in supporting children’s religious understanding and practice. In the twenty-first century there will be many differences in roles between families of the same religion. This often depends on social influences such as which parent is working. With each role comes responsibilities that family members have. Sometimes these will be influenced by religious teachings.
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Roles are the position of a person, e.g. a police officer, as well as the characteristics expected of them, e.g. to obey the law.
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Responsibilities are actions/duties you are expected to carry out, such as looking after family members.
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Key religious teachings on the nature and purpose of families
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Christianity [image: ]





•  The family is an important place for nurture and the celebration of faith. Pope Francis described it as ‘the essential cell of society.’



•  It is important to worship together as a family at home and at church.



•  It is important to celebrate festivals such as Christmas and Easter as a family.



•  It is important to mark special times in family members lives such as baptism and confirmation.



•  Mothers and fathers are expected to play an equally important role in family life although they may have different responsibilities.



•  In the Ten Commandments children are expected to honour their parents. This can be interpreted as obeying them but also caring for them when they are old.



•  Children are often considered as gifts from God.
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Buddhism [image: ]





•  The Buddha taught that husbands and wives should respect each other.



•  Mothers and fathers are expected to play an equally important role in family life, although they may have different responsibilities.



•  For some Buddhists, meditating on the kindness of mothers gives an understanding of selfless love and compassion. Mother love is believed by many to be the closest to compassion.
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Islam [image: ]





•  Mothers and fathers are expected to play an equally important role in family life, although they may have different responsibilities.



•  The family often includes the extended family of parents, grandparents, uncles and aunts.



•  The role of the family honour is important.



•  It is considered important to celebrate festivals at home together, e.g. Eid al Fitr.



•  It is considered important to keep the halal diet together at home.



•  Children are expected to care for their parents and older family members.
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Judaism [image: ]





•  Mothers and fathers are expected to play an equally important role in family life although they may have different responsibilities, e.g. on the Shabbat women light the candles to bring Shabbat into the home and fathers bless the children.



•  Jewish values and practices are central to family and home life, e.g. keeping kashrut.



•  In the Ten Commandments children are expected to honour their parents. This can be interpreted as obeying them but also caring for them when they are old.



•  It is considered important to celebrate festivals together at home, such as Pesach.
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Exam tip


Answering B-type questions


In B-type questions you will be required to describe beliefs, teachings or practices. Each response should take about five minutes. To gain full marks you are required to write ‘an excellent, coherent answer showing knowledge and understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. An excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies. Use a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.’ The key words are highlighted for you. In these questions you can write about one religion you have studied or both.
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Exam practice


Below you will find a typical B-type question and some points that could be included in a response. Select three of the bulleted points that are most important and form these three points into a paragraph that answers the question. Include specific language or teachings from the religions you have studied. And remember – you only have five minutes.


Describe ways in which families are important in a faith community.





•  Reference to the expectation of family units in religious teachings



•  Reference to the functions of specific types of family e.g. the distinctive role of members in an extended family



•  Unit established for support and care



•  Celebrate important religious festivals together



•  Keep the practices of a religion



•  Expectation of religious/non–religious beliefs that within a family there will be specific duties for members



•  Care of the elderly and young.





Use a table like below to make your own notes.






	Points to make (choose three from list above)

	Religious teachings and language to support the point chosen
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The nature and purpose of marriage



Marriage ceremonies celebrate the importance of marriage, and contain rituals and symbols that reflect the nature and purpose of marriage. Throughout marriage ceremonies the importance of commitment is emphasised.
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Partners show in public their commitment to each other during a marriage ceremony. This might be through ritual action or spoken or written words.
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Commitment is making and keeping a promise, such as wedding vows.
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Exam tip


Questions might ask about ‘marriages outside the religious tradition.’ Answers could include marriage between two different groups within the same religion, e.g. Sunni and Shi’a Muslims or Roman Catholic and Quaker traditions. It could also include marriage between someone who belongs to a religious tradition and someone who is an atheist or humanist.
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Marriage outside religious traditions


In a pluralistic society, two people of different faiths may wish to marry. Look at the diagram below, and consider the issues raised by each of the circles – be sure you can explain what these are and the pressures they will place on the marriage.
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Exam tip


In C-type questions you might be asked to explain the main practices or teachings from two different religions or religious traditions. Take care not to just describe ceremonies, but to make clear the nature and purpose of marriage that they celebrate.
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Key religious teachings on the nature and purpose of marriage
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Christianity [image: ]


Marriage is:





•  a sacrament in some traditions (e.g. Catholic. Ceremonies are often held in a church or chapel performed by a vicar or minister



•  marriage is God’s intention as referred to in the New Testament (Mark 10:6–8)



•  the vows taken in a marriage ceremony (e.g. ‘in sickness and in health’) lifelong show commitment.



•  the exchange of rings represents eternal love.
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Buddhism [image: ]


Marriage is:





•  a personal and secular affair, not a religious matter or a sacrament though there are five duties of a husband and wife given in the Sigalovada Sutta (by honouring, not disrespecting, being faithful, sharing authority and by giving gifts)



•  a social convention to maintain order and harmony in the producing of children, though reciting of sacred texts before a Buddhist shrine is done to represent the shared understanding of the couple about their way of life and the traditional undertakings expected of them.
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Judaism [image: ]


Marriage is:





•  a blessing from God



•  an important spiritual ceremony







    –  seven blessings are said praising God for creation and happiness


    –  the groom places an uncut ring on bride’s index finger – a symbol of eternity


    –  the groom stamps on wine glass – symbol of the fragility of marriage (or for some a reminder of the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem)








•  the basis of family life. The couple stand under the chuppah – representing the Jewish home, and the ketubah (contract) is given to bride, stating the care of the husband for his wife
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Islam [image: ]


Marriage is:





•  a gift from Allah. Qur’an 30:21 refers to God creating a soul mate for humans to have



•  the basis of family life. The nikkah takes place in a mosque or the bride’s home, to demonstrate the marriage is under Islamic law (for Shia Muslims, the nikkah must have six verses read publicly), and the marriage contract is signed with witnesses, symbolising the commitment and undertaking of the couple



•  the need to have a companion. The wali (woman’s guardian) offers the bride to the groom, to symbolise the groom’s responsibility for his wife.
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Exam tip


In a C-type question you need to write about two different religions or religious traditions. It might be that the two traditions you are studying have lots of similarities as well as differences. Mention this in your exam answer.
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Cohabitation and adultery



In the examination you may be asked questions on religious beliefs, attitudes and teachings about cohabitation and adultery. The key religious teachings are shown below, but it is important to remember that there will be different views and practices between believers in the same tradition.
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Being faithful to your partner is important in all religious traditions. Promises and commitments are made during marriage ceremonies, which are often held in sacred or holy places of worship.
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There are many different views regarding cohabitation between and within religious traditions. Often views regarding cohabitation will depend upon the couple’s commitment to each other.
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Adultery is choosing to have sex with someone who you are not married to.
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Cohabitation is to live together in a sexual relationship without being married or in a civil partnership.


[image: ]







[image: ]


Exam practice


Cohabitation is one of the key concepts in this unit. Below are some responses to an A-type question. If you were an examiner, which would you give two marks to and why? Look at the marking grids on pages 153–158 to help you.


Question


What does ‘cohabitation’ mean?


Possible answers





1  Living together.



2  When people live on the same planet as other people and so cohabit.



3  Living together in the same house and having sex but not being married.
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Key religious teachings on cohabitation
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Christianity [image: ]





•  Sexual relationships are considered sacred and special so traditionally, cohabitation and adultery were prohibited.



•  Some Anglicans do accept cohabitation in committed relationships.



•  The Catholic Church and some Anglicans do not accept cohabitation.



•  Some Baptist Churches refuse to marry couples who are cohabiting.
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Islam [image: ]





•  Sexual relationships should take place within marriage.



•  Cohabitation is generally regarded as wrong.



•  In practice, some Muslims will choose to cohabit.
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Buddhism [image: ]





•  There is no specific ban on cohabitation.



•  Sex should be controlled so that no suffering (dukkha) is caused.





[image: ]







[image: ]


Judaism [image: ]





•  Through the marriage ceremony a union becomes blessed.



•  Living together does not express or show the same commitment as marriage.
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Key religious teachings on adultery
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Christianity [image: ]





•  Marriage is sexually exclusive and a sacrament (gift from God), so adultery is unacceptable.



•  Adultery breaks the vows made at the wedding.



•  The Ten Commandments forbid it (Exodus 20:13).



•  Adultery spoils the special relationship between a married couple.



•  Adultery may harm the family unit.
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Islam [image: ]





•  Sex outside of marriage is disapproved of so adultery is unacceptable.



•  During the marriage ceremony, vows promising faithfulness are exchanged.



•  Adultery can be harmful socially, so goes against the unity and peace of the ummah.



•  Surah 17:32 states adultery as a shameful thing, opening the way to other evils.
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Buddhism [image: ]





•  Adultery causes suffering (dukkha) and so should be avoided because it produces bad karma



•  The Five Precepts highlight the importance of right intention and not causing harm to others.



•  The Middle Way shows the path between indulgence and deprivation.
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Judaism [image: ]





•  The Ten Commandments specifically forbid adultery (Exodus 20:13).



•  Halakhah (code of conduct) excludes extramarital sex, as the husband should be sexually considerate towards his wife.



•  Marriage is a union sanctified (kiddushim) by heaven, so it is within that state that men and women are most fulfilled.
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Exam tip


If you can refer to relevant sources of wisdom or sacred texts to support your answer it will help you get high marks. You don’t need to remember the exact words or references, but state in your own words what they say and how believers interpret them.
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Divorce, separation and remarriage


You will need to know different attitudes between and within religions concerning divorce (and annulment), separation and remarriage.
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There are many different attitudes to divorce within religious traditions. In the twenty-first century many religious traditions are reconsidering their attitudes to the status of divorced men and women, and considering issues such as: Is remarriage allowed? and Can people remarry in a place of worship?
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Divorce is to legally end a marriage.


[image: ]






Key religious teachings: divorce and remarriage



Most religions and religious traditions expect marriage to be a lifelong commitment, but they also accept that sometimes a relationship reaches a point where the only solution is to end it. Four terms are important to be clear about:





•  divorce: the legal ending of a marriage



•  separation: the couple deciding to live separately



•  annulment: the ‘cancelling’ of a marriage (in the Catholic Church)



•  remarriage: when a person who has been married, wishes to marry someone else.
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Exam tip


Often marks are lost because candidates write generally about an area. Divorce is not the same as remarriage, and religions have different attitudes and teachings on each.
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Christianity [image: ]





•  Divorce is accepted as a legal ending of marriage, but is not preferred (Mark 10:9).



•  Every effort at reconciliation should be made.



•  Ministers are free to choose whether to conduct a remarriage service.



•  Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 19:9–9 regards re-marriage after anything other than unfaithfulness is committing adultery.





The Catholic Church:





•  Marriage is a lifelong commitment that only ends at death.



•  Marriage is a sacrament and cannot be dissolved.



•  A civil divorce may be allowed, but remarriage is not then possible.



•  An annulment is available where there is complete breakdown, however, if an annulment takes place, remarriage is possible.
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Islam [image: ]





•  Divorce is allowed as a last resort. Before a couple divorces, they should be helped to be reconciled (Qur’an 4:35).



•  A period of three months (the iddah) of trying to be reconciled must be taken first.



•  If divorce does take place, the wife receives the final part of her dowry and should be treated well (Qur’an 2:229).



•  Remarriage is allowed, as there is no concept of celibacy in Islam.



•  In the Qur’an (4:128–130) it is made clear that it is not wrong to separate if they both agree.
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Buddhism [image: ]





•  Divorce is allowed as a last resort, but must be carried out with the right intention and cause no harm.



•  Divorcees are free to remarry as long as no suffering (dukkha) is caused as a result.



•  If a couple really cannot live together harmoniously, agreeing to separate may help avoid bad karma, especially if staying together is going to cause misery and unhappiness.
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Judaism [image: ]





•  Divorce is a last resort.



•  Both a religious and civil divorce are needed for Orthodox Jews.



•  In Orthodox Judaism, the husband must give his wife a ‘get’ (document of divorce)



•  Reform Jews accept a civil divorce, although some rabbis encourage the obtaining of a get.



•  Remarriage is often encouraged as the Torah refers to remarriage after the death of a partner.



•  Remarriage is possible after 90 days, following the receiving of a get for Orthodox Jews.



•  In Deuteronomy (24:1–4) a man is forbidden to remarry a wife he had divorced and who had married another man, even if this second husband died; this would really be seen as going against Exodus 20:14: ‘Do not commit adultery.’
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Activity


Consider three points in regard to divorce and marriage that are distinctive for each of the two traditions you have studied. Put in a table.
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Sexual relationships



In the examination you will be asked questions that will require you to know the religious teachings about the nature and purpose of sex and the use of contraception.
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Often religious teachings are considered in order to reach ideas on contraception. There may be many different views and attitudes within the same religious tradition depending upon the interpretation of the religious teachings.
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Contraception is methods used to prevent a woman from becoming pregnant during or following sexual intercourse, e.g. artificial or natural.
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You will also need to know different attitudes to same-sex relationships and to recognise there are different attitudes within the same religious tradition. You will need to be able to describe varying teachings and interpretations from two religions or religious traditions.


Key religious teachings: sex and contraception
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Christianity [image: ]





•  Sex should take place within a committed relationship such as marriage.



•  Sex is holy and sacred, and a gift from God.



•  Sexual relationships are special and unique and a commitment between husband and wife.



•  Casual sex is seen as devaluing people.



•  Sex outside of marriage (adultery) is harmful to the special relationship of marriage.



•  Contraceptives are acceptable to many Christians as long as both partners agree.





For Catholics:





•  Artificial methods of contraception are not allowed – it’s against the Natural Law (St Thomas Aquinas).



•  Sex should always allow the possibility of new life (because of the second of Aquinas’ five primary precepts).



•  Natural methods of contraception are allowed, such as natural family planning.



•  Priests are expected to be celibate.
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Islam [image: ]





•  Sex should only take place within marriage (Unlawful sexual intercourse is immoral. Qur’an 17:32).



•  Sex is considered an act of worship.



•  Sex is one of the ways of meeting a partner’s needs.



•  Use of contraceptives is acceptable where both partners agree.



•  Contraceptives that potentially harm the body, or are more permanent (such as sterilisation) are generally not acceptable.
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Buddhism [image: ]





•  Sex must be controlled and not in excess.



•  Sex must not cause suffering (Right Action section of the Eightfold Path).



•  Monks and nuns should be celibate to channel energies into religious work (Theravada). Zen monks are allowed to marry.



•  Buddhists should consider their intentions for using contraceptives, and whether it goes against the five precepts by causing harm.



•  Sex outside of marriage (adultery) causes suffering (dukkha) and should be avoided.



•  As consciousness arises when an egg is fertilised, those methods that prevent a fertilised egg from implantation are unacceptable.
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Judaism [image: ]





•  Sex is one of three stages of marriage: betrothal (the promise), contract (the wedding), consummation (sex).



•  Having children is believed to be part of God’s will.



•  Use of contraceptives is permissible if both husband and wife agree.



•  Orthodox Jews consider natural methods of contraception as the only acceptable ones.



•  Reform Jews allow most forms of contraception to limit family size.



•  Sex outside of marriage (adultery) is prohibited by the Ten Commandments, as well as the Halakhah, which emphasises a husband’s need to be sexually considerate to his wife.
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Key religious teachings: same-sex relationships
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Christianity [image: ]





•  Many Christians oppose same-sex relationships and marriages on Biblical grounds, and tend to regard marriage as between a man and a woman (Leviticus 20:13 refers to same-sex relations as ‘a disgusting thing’ punishable by death; 1 Timothy 1:8–10 explains that laws are made for those who do wrong, including those who take part in same-sex activities).



•  Anglicans currently do not allow same-sex marriages in church, though some clergy might agree to a church blessing.



•  Quakers have welcomed same-sex marriages for some years.



•  The United Reformed Church has allowed individual churches to have same-sex marriages in their buildings if they wish to.



•  Catholics prohibit same-sex marriages as they see marriage as a union between a man and a woman.
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•  Sex should only take place between a husband and wife.



•  Same-sex marriages or relationships are not allowed (Qur’an 7:80–81).
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Buddhism [image: ]





•  Sexual relationships should be controlled and take place within marriage.



•  All sexual relationships should be governed by the five precepts.



•  There are no official views on same-sex marriages.
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Judaism [image: ]





•  Orthodox Jews do not allow same-sex marriages, although some may accept same-sex relationships.



•  Reform Jews often support same-sex marriages.



•  Interpretations of the Torah, for example, Leviticus 18:22, results in different attitudes and practices.
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Exam practice


Consider the following exam question:


Sex outside marriage is always wrong. [15 marks]


Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)


In the answer to this question the candidate has decided to include points from the following areas of the unit:





•  Nature and purpose of relationships



•  Nature and purpose of marriage as expressed in the marriage ceremony



•  Different religious attitudes to the nature of sex



•  Different attitudes to adultery.





For each of the points write a paragraph that the candidate could use in their answer.
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Exam tip


Evaluation


The D-type questions always ask you to discuss the statement. In your answer you need to consider other views. These views might all be in support of the argument or all against the argument or some for and some against. What is important is that they are different. Your answer gives you a chance to apply what you have learnt from the rest of the unit.
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Issues of equality: gender prejudice and discrimination



In this section you will be asked questions about the roles that men and women play within the religious tradition and about gender prejudice and discrimination.
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There are different traditions between and within religions regarding the role of women in worship and authority.
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Gender equality is people of all genders enjoying the same rights and opportunities in all aspects of their lives.
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Key religious teachings: in worship and authority
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Christianity [image: ]





•  The original disciples were all men.



•  Jesus had women followers.



•  1 Timothy 2:11–12 can be interpreted to say women should not have authority over men.



•  Galatians 3:27–29 can be interpreted to say gender is not important as long as there is faith in Jesus.



•  Roles of men and women are taught as equally important but might be different.



•  Anglicans now allow women to be ordained and become bishops.





Catholics:





•  Women can have an active role, for example, nuns helping to lead worship.



•  Women cannot be ordained.



•  Pope Francis has emphasised the important role that women play in the church.





Orthodox:





•  Different roles of men and women can be seen in the Bible. The role of Mary and Martha compared to that of the disciples who were all male.



•  Women are not permitted to enter the priesthood.
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