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Introduction


Welcome to Basketball All-Stars – the exciting book featuring the best players  


to have ever played the game!


 


From Elgin Baylor to Kobe Bryant and from Lisa Leslie to Diana Taurasi, we’ve selected 50 


of the best from America’s National Basketball Association (NBA) and Women’s National 


Basketball Association (WNBA) – the best two leagues in the world. You’ll meet these elite 


competitors and iconic personalities who have elevated the sport and created history with their 


skill, athleticism and achievements, bringing joy to millions of fans throughout the world.


 


Our top picks span the decades since these two elite leagues were formed and cover their 


most iconic eras up to the present day. This includes the legends from the past such as 


Wilt Chamberlain and Julius Erving, who revolutionised the game with their technique, 


explosiveness, and artistry, all the way to the modern-day greats such as LeBron James 


and Candace Parker, who are taking individual achievements to dizzying heights with their 


longevity and consistency! 


If you’re after an objective appraisal of their achievements then look no further! We include the 


official career stats of all the stars we feature in the book to give you a cool snapshot of their 


impact on the basketball court. Feel free to compare and contrast the stats of these basketball 


greats and maybe build a picture of who might make it into your very own all-time Dream 


Team.


Almost all the players who play in the NBA come through the NBA draft process – an annual 


event where 60 college players or international basketballers are chosen by professional 


teams to join their roster. For each player, you’ll find out when during the draft process they 


were picked, which will give you an idea of the promise they showed at junior level before they 


became a superstar. 


 


Get ready to be amazed by the brilliance of basketball’s greatest icons... 
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NBA legend Michael Jordan 


was not only a brilliant athlete 


but he also had an equally 


brilliant winning mindset.
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POINTS SCORING


1 POINT


Should a team be awarded 


a technical foul, between one 


and three shots are awarded 


and each shot scored is 


awarded with one point.


Guide to the Game


A basketball game is made up of two teams of five players and the object for each team is to score 


points by shooting the ball through a hoop that is elevated 10 feet (9 feet in WNBA) above the ground.


Professional games played in NBA each last a 


total of 48minutes, divided into four quarters of 


12minutes. With time-outs, the half-time break and 


other stoppages, a game can sometimes stretch to 


up to two-and-a-half hours. Games in the WNBA 


are slightly shorter with four 10-minute quarters. 


To win a game, a team must score more field goals 


than the other. Field goals are any baskets scored 


during a game and can be worth two or three points 


depending on where the shot is taken from. There 


are various types of field goal, such as slam dunks, 


tip-ins, layups and jump shots.


3 POINTS 


To score the maximum point 


score of three, a shot must 


successfully be scored from 


outside the three-point line.


2 POINTS


If a shot is scored from inside 


the three-point line, two points 


are awarded.
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